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Introduction - ICSVE’s Breaking the ISIS Brand Counter 
Narrative Project 

“[My friend] talked a lot about Islam, and they 
were nice stories what he told me about 
Paradise, about the golden life and why are we 
living. My heart felt connected. [He said,] ‘Do you 
wanna convert to Islam?’ I said, ‘Yes, why not?’ I 
said the shahada in Arabic and then in German. 
‘Now you’re Muslim.’ One of them, he scrolled 
down his phone on Facebook, and then he said, 
‘Oh, Allah Akbar! Allah Akbar!’ ‘They established 
a Caliphate in Syria. All Muslims have to go there 
now.’ Everybody shouted, ‘Allah Akbar!’ and 
‘Allah Akbar!’ I said to myself, ‘I wanna be a good 
Muslim. I wanna make it with full my heart.’ Even 
if sometimes it may be hard, I wanna go through 
that. I heard about going there to help the 
ummah, the Islamic community. They are getting 
oppressed, killed, raped, murdered, the brothers 
and the sisters in Syria. Then I heard there are 
some other brothers. They try to defend them, to 
protect them, to build an Islamic State. They 
showed me videos of ISIS capturing big cities and  
shouting ‘Allah Akbar!’ and the people are 
celebrating. He said he will pay everything [for 
me to go to Syria], like the hotel, flight, taxi, food. 
Everything you need to pay, you can pay with 
that money. The next day, we met. We drove to 
the airport to go to Turkey. I was 16 years old.” 

OLIVER 
AL NAMSAWI 
22-year-old Austrian
Former ISIS Member

Researchers at the International Center 
for the Study of Violent Extremism 
(ICSVE) have been in-depth interviewing 
hundreds of ISIS defectors, returnees 
and imprisoned ISIS cadres since 2015, 
capturing most of these interviews on 
video. The purpose of our ongoing 
research is two-fold. A main objective is 
to learn about how ISIS managed to 

attract and play upon the vulnerabilities 
of and motivated over 40,000 foreign 
terrorist fighters (FTFs) and their family 
members from over 100 countries of 
the world, as well as tens of thousands 
more local Syrian and Iraqis to join the 
group, how their travel and joining was 
facilitated, how they were trained and 
indoctrinated, what their experiences 
were once inside it, and if they grew 
disillusioned of the group over time and 
had any advice to others thinking about 
also joining ISIS. After the collapse of 
the territorial Caliphate, we continue to 
remain interested in how ISIS and other 
terrorist groups continue to recruit, 
ISIS’s claims about why the Caliphate 
collapsed and what to do about it, how 
they have pivoted from insisting on 
“hijrah” – travel to lands ruled by 
shariah – to engaging in “jihad” no 
longer in Syria, but by carrying out 
terrorist attacks at home. A second 
objective, which is primary to this 
training manual, was to capture the 
stories of joining and leaving ISIS on 
video and then, with the full permission 
of the speaker, create short counter 
narrative videos from ISIS insiders 
speaking honestly about what they liked 
about ISIS, why they joined, what their 
experiences were, and in the end, 
denouncing the group as unIslamic, 
corrupt and overly brutal, even to its 
own members. The purpose of these 
short counter narrative videos is to 
create powerful tools for online and 
face-to-face prevention and 
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intervention efforts that can be used to 
disrupt ISIS’s recruitment, even now 
that the ISIS territorial Caliphate has 

been destroyed. Alas, the virtual 
Caliphate continues to thrive unabated. 
 

The power of stories in teaching 
important concepts and in moving 
people into action or helping them to 
avoid mistaken actions cannot be 
overestimated. Humans are social 
beings, and we learn from each other’s 
experiences, often from these 
experiences being transmitted to us in 
the form of story. Many of the 
preventing and countering terrorism 
and violent extremism messaging 
efforts have relied only on cognitive 
arguments against terrorism and violent 
extremism, employing religious 
arguments against militant jihad, suicide 
terrorism and the claims that all 
Muslims must make hijrah to lands 
ruled by shariah and that all Muslims 
have an individual obligation to engage 
in jihad against the so-called enemies of 
Islam. Most of these arguments fall on 
deaf ears because they create cognitive 
dissonance and raise the defenses of 
those in the target audience who have 
already narrowed their focus to 
listening to violent extremist and 
terrorist messaging, and because they 
have no emotional resonance with their 
audience to make them really listen and 
possibly learn. Stories from ISIS insiders 
however, particularly when conveyed in 
a strongly emotionally evocative 
manner with video footage and music 
that engages the emotions, do reach the 
target audience—the same audiences 
ISIS would like to recruit or may already 
be in the process of recruiting. When an 
ISIS insider uses simple language to tell 
his or her story of their grievances in 
society, their needs, motivations and 

vulnerabilities, and reasons for joining 
ISIS, the listener’s attention is riveted. If 
they listen to the whole story, they see 
that while they share many of the same 
needs and desires of the speaker, a real 
person who tried ISIS’s mandates as the 
solution to those problems was not 
satisfied. Through hearing another 
person’s relatable story, those who 
might have joined ISIS are warned not 
to do so in a normative manner – 
friends or family sharing experiences in 
a genuine and emotionally evocative 
manner. That is the power of story. 
 
 To date, ICSVE has collected 271 in-
depth ISIS interviews and we continue 
to collect more. Of those 271 
interviews, 261 of which have been 
coded on 331 variables through which 
we can glean reliable information from 
this large, albeit not representative, 
sample. Of the 261 interviewees, 212 
were men and 49 were women. 
Regionally, 98 interviewees were “local” 
ISIS members, meaning that they lived 
in Iraq or Syria at the time that they 
joined ISIS. Six interviewees were from 
other Arab countries, such as Saudi 
Arabia, Lebanon, and Bahrain; 13 were 
from Africa (mostly North Africa but also 
including Kenya, Mauritania, and Togo); 
10 were from Russia or Ukraine; four 
were from Central Asia; 11 were from 
Southeast Asia; 115 were from Western 
countries, including the Balkans and 
Turkey, in addition to the United States, 
Canada, Western Europe, the United 
Kingdom, and Australia; and four were 
from the Caribbean, namely Trinidad 
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and Tobago. Of the 163 “foreigners,” 
151 actually traveled to join the group; 
the rest acted as supporters and 
recruiters from home. 
 
From these interviews, ICSVE 
researchers and video editors have 
produced over 250 counter narrative 
videos, some of which have been tested 
by experts in face-to-face focus groups 
around the world, and online in over 
150 Facebook and Instagram 
campaigns. In general, those who view 
the videos see the speaker as credible, 
believing he or she is who they claim to 
be and that their story is true—except 
for perhaps leaving out aspects of their 
own culpability and guilt for crimes 
committed inside ISIS. As researchers 
guided by ethical principles and 
standards, we always warn our subjects 
to be careful not to self-incriminate 
other than to admit they were members 
of ISIS, since that is an unavoidable 
issue. In face-to-face focus testing, 
youth were generally deeply absorbed 
in watching the ICSVE counter narrative 
videos, often asking to see more. They 
became very open and animated in 
discussing ISIS after viewing the videos, 
often letting their guards down 
completely and admitting that they 
themselves had been contacted by ISIS, 
what they like about the group, and 
what they fear or dislike. Many agreed 
that the videos are powerful teaching 
tools and could be used for prevention 
and intervention. An ISIS emir who 
viewed two of the videos while 
imprisoned in Iraq even hung his head in 
shame after viewing them and 

admitted, “We were wrong.” In online 
campaigns, the videos also capture 
attention, although shorter ones are 
more often viewed in their entirety and 
those where the speakers allowed their 
real names to be used and didn’t insist 
on blurring their faces are more likely to 
capture and hold the attention of the 
most viewers. Online, viewers engage 
with the videos as well, often 
commenting on them, sharing them, 
and endorsing them. ICSVE researchers 
have also hyper-targeted campaigns at 
audiences believed to be vulnerable to 
ISIS recruitment and learned  
not only that we could reach these 
audiences online, but also that they 
watch and engage with the videos more 
than general audiences do. Clearly, 
these counter narrative videos are 
powerful among those whom they are 
intended to affect. That said, the best 
prevention and intervention efforts will 
combine the use of the videos with 
face-to-face or online interventions that 
are personal, involve ongoing dialogue, 
and help the person reach the resources 
and support needed to prevent joining 
or to exit extremism. 
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Breaking the ISIS Brand Research 

As part of the Breaking the ISIS Brand 
Counter Narrative Project, ICSVE has 
conducted extensive research, coding 
and analyzing the in-depth psychological 
interviews with 262 ISIS male and 
female ISIS defectors, returnees, and 
imprisoned cadres. The interviewees, 
whose ages range from 14 to 58, are of 
53 different ethnicities and hail from all 
over the world, including Western 
Europe, the Balkans, Russia and 
Ukraine, Asia, North Africa, the Middle 
East, North America, the Caribbean, and 
Australia. Scholarly articles regarding 
the findings from this research can be 
found on ICSVE’s website and in 
numerous peer-reviewed journals. This 
research has highlighted the appeal, as 
well as the brutal enforcement, of 
hyper-traditional gender roles in the ISIS 
Caliphate, and the effect of the 
atrocities committed by Bashar al 
Assad’s regime on the decisions of 
foreign fighters to travel to Syria, 
especially in the early days of the 
conflict. 

ICSVE has also conducted research 
analyzing the impacts of the Breaking 
the ISIS Brand counter narrative videos, 
publishing the results of Facebook and 
Instagram ad campaigns run throughout 
the European Union, the Balkans, and 
the Middle East and North Africa. This 
research has highlighted the utility of 
shorter versions of the videos in social 
media campaigns, as well as the need to 
counter anti-Western and other 

conspiracy theories about ISIS’s origins 
that, while not promoting ISIS, can  
nevertheless, be used by other violent 
extremist groups to bolster their 
ideology. We have also utilized 
mechanisms to hyper-target the counter 
narrative videos to Facebook users who 
are likely to have been exposed to ISIS 
content online, finding that these users 
watch the counter narrative videos for 
longer than viewers from the general 
population. Recent research using the 
counter narrative videos has explored 
testing videos featuring the same 
speaker but different subject matter, as 
well as using still graphic versions of the 
videos in Instagram “carousel” 
campaigns. Through this research, we 
have also learned a great deal about 
how ISIS operates on Facebook, 
Instagram, and Telegram, raising money 
to smuggle women out of camps in 
Northeast Syria and encouraging 
followers to mount attacks at home in 
retribution for the destruction of the 
territorial Caliphate.  

The counter narrative videos have also 
been found to be emotionally impactful 
in in-person settings, with the longer 
videos holding viewers’ attention in 
focus groups, leading the audiences to 
engage in meaningful discussion about 
ISIS’s brutality and false claims about 
Islam. These focus groups have included 
members of audiences that may be 
vulnerable to militant jihadist 
radicalization and recruitment, such as 
Jordanian youth and Somali American 
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young adults. Additionally, in one 
encounter, an imprisoned ISIS emir 
acknowledged that ISIS had been wrong 
in some of their decisions, particularly in 
their treatment of children, after 
watching a counter narrative video 
featuring a Syrian teenager who 
escaped to Turkey from ISIS. 
 

Using the ICSVE Breaking the ISIS 
Brand Counter Narrative Videos 
 
This manual was written to make the 
ICSVE Breaking the ISIS Brand Counter 
Narrative videos more accessible to 
those who might like to use them in 
local and online efforts to prevent and 
intervene in ISIS radicalization and 
recruitment. Our favorite story of a 
successful intervention with these 
videos is from a Prevent counselor 
named Oomar Mulbocus who was 
seeing a 13-year-old boy who was 
hellbent on going to Raqqa to join ISIS 
during their heyday. Oomar was racking 
his brain as his third session with this 
boy approached, fearing that this child 
would disappear to Syria. Then, he 
remembered an ICSVE Breaking the ISIS 
Brand counter narrative video that 
features another 13-year-old, a Syrian 
boy who was being groomed for a 
suicide mission before he narrowly 
escaped death. The Syrian boy’s parents 
saved him when he was allowed a brief 
home leave by forcing him to defect 
into Turkey, yet the boy took over a 
year to realize how ISIS had 
manipulated him and to deradicalize 
himself from their heinous ideology. He 
called them infidels in our interview 
with him as he recalled their lies. Oomar 

showed his young client this video and 
after viewing it, the boy asked, “Is this 
for real?” Omar said, “Yes, and this is 
what could happen to you.” The boy 
immediately changed his mind and gave 
up his idea of traveling to Raqqa to join 
ISIS. 
 
Story has the power to change lives. The 
Breaking the ISIS Brand counter 
narrative videos and their 
accompanying study guides contain 
powerful stories that you can use to 
change lives, to inoculate youth against 
the lies that groups like ISIS may tell 
them in face-to-face or online 
encounters, to prevent them from being 
recruited into militant jihadi terrorism 
and violent extremism, and to intervene 
with those who are already in it but 
who, like the imprisoned ISIS emir cited 
earlier, may crumble in the face of 
honest accounts of what really 
happened inside ISIS. 
 
In this training manual, you will find 
descriptions of 51 Breaking the ISIS 
Brand counter narrative videos of men 
and women who left Europe for ISIS or 
supported the group on the ground 
inside Europe. These 51 stories are of 10 
men and 12 women. The men hail from 
Austria, Belgium, Denmark, the 
Netherlands, and Sweden, and the 
women hail from Belgium, France, 
Germany, Ireland, and the Netherlands. 
Additionally, one of the men also holds 
an Eritrean citizenship, another holds a 
Moroccan citizenship, and two of the 
women are also Turkish citizens. 
Ethnically, the men are Algerian, 
Austrian, Belgian, Eritrean, German, 
Kurdish, Moroccan, and Somali, and the 
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women are Albanian, Belgian, English, 
French, German, Irish, Italian, 
Moroccan, Tunisian, and Turkish. The 
men range in age from 22 to 38 and the 
women from 22 to 49, though at the 
time they joined ISIS, the men ranged in 
age from 16 to 33 and the women from 
17 to 44. Three of the men and six of 
the women were born and raised in 
Sunni Islam, five of the men and six of 
the women converted to Islam, and the 
additional two men were born Muslim 
but did not practice the religion during 
their upbringing. 

This manual contains study guides for 
use with the International Center for the 
Study of Violent Extremism [ICSVE]’s 
Breaking the ISIS Brand 
counternarrative video series. The two- 
to seven-minute videos, produced and 
subtitled in 34 languages (including 
Arabic, English, French, Dutch, German, 
Danish, Albanian, Serbo-Croatian, 
Russian, etc.), feature current and 
former ISIS members speaking candidly 
about their experiences in the Islamic 
State. The speakers vary in age, gender, 
nationality, and role within ISIS and 
recount stories emphasizing a myriad of 
atrocities committed by ISIS. It is 
possible to search through our counter 
narratives as described below for stories 
that emphasize certain subjects, such as 
ISIS’s claims of achieving “martyrdom” 
through suicide operations, must 
engage in jihad or take hijrah, or by the 
gender, or nationality of the speakers. 

The counternarrative videos are 
designed for use by professionals and 
volunteers in many fields who may 
interact with people who are at risk of 

radicalization or have already been 
radicalized and are seeking to become 
active members or supporters of ISIS. 
Social workers, counselors, and teachers 
may choose to use videos that 
demonstrate the regret and post-
traumatic psychological dysfunction 
experienced by ISIS members who have 
witnessed, experienced, or even 
committed horrific crimes. Imams and 
other faith leaders may focus on the 
videos which explain how ISIS’s 
practices directly contradict most 
authentic interpretations of Islamic law. 
Finally, members of law enforcement 
will be able to select videos which 
demonstrate the dire circumstances 
within ISIS prisons, and which offer 
alternatives to lives of petty crime that 
do not include radicalization. 

The study guides contained in this 
manual are designed to complement, 
not to replace, the actual viewing of the 
counternarrative videos. Even though 
the study guides provide narrative 
descriptions and complete transcripts of 
the videos, reading the words cannot 
provide the same emotional experience 
that watching the videos provides. It has 
been shown that counternarrative 
videos that are less emotionally 
evocative and lacking connection to real 
people’s stories, and which are simply 
aimed at challenging radical ideas from 
a cognitive, rational, and logical 
standpoint are not as effective as those 
which focus more on the emotional 
connection to the subject. It is 
important to realize that ISIS’s 
propaganda videos are not logical and 
cognitive arguments per se, but rather 
elicit an emotional response from the 
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viewer, whether that is anger at the 
plight of the Syrian people, desire to 
become a warrior or even a martyr for 
one’s religion or yearning for love and 
happiness in a utopian Islamic State 
Caliphate. These feelings evoked by 
ISIS’s propaganda cannot be eliminated 
by reading words on a page. Rather, 
they must be counteracted by listening 
to and watching equally heart-
wrenching stories of disappointment 
and disillusionment, imprisonment, 
torture, isolation from one’s family, and 
loss of loved ones.  
 
Therefore, the study guides presented 
in this manual should not be used as a 
substitute for the videos but instead be 
used to help the viewers understand the 
lessons of the video. This is because the 
videos use a multi-media format with 
music and imagery to portray the real-
life stories of people who often face the 
same grievances as ISIS and other 
militant jihadists’ target audiences. 
These stories are told in simple 
language by someone to whom the 
viewer can relate, outlining why the 
individual was attracted to ISIS, what 
vulnerabilities they had for recruitment, 
and which needs they hoped to fulfill. 
The videos end with a description of 
their heartbreaking disappointment 
with their actual experiences in the 
group, often followed by advice not to 
join. The study guides are to help the 
instructor or facilitator to elicit 
discussion about the video and to be 
well informed before showing it. 
 
 
 
 

Structure of the Study Guides 
 
Each study guide follows the same 
structure. The titles of the videos and 
hence their accompanying study guides 
are often ambiguous or positive in 
regard to ISIS. This is intentional, in 
order to pique the interest of Internet 
users who may be searching for ISIS 
propaganda. They are drawn to open 
our videos and get a very different 
message from an actual ISIS insider. 
Following the title of the study guide, 
brief information about the speaker is 
given. Depending on the consent of the 
speaker, either a real name or 
pseudonym is presented, followed by 
his or her age and nationality. 
Discussion leaders can use this 
information to select a speaker to 
whom their clients might best relate, 
consulting the pages below where they 
are sorted by topics and characteristics 
of the speakers which may make it 
easier to select which of our videos best 
serve your purposes. 
 
After the speaker’s information, the 
study guide describes the Main Message 
of the video. Without describing the 
personal narrative of the speaker, this 
section lets discussion leaders and 
viewers alike know what lesson they 
should take away from the video. 
Similar to the speaker’s information, 
discussion leaders may read the Main 
Messages of a variety of 
counternarratives in order to select a 
video that conveys the most 
appropriate message.   
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It should be noted that depending upon 
when the interview was taken (i.e. 
during ISIS’s heyday, or after the defeat 
of the territorial Caliphate), the 
speaker’s focus and advice will be 
different.  Those who warn against 
traveling to Syria are not current to 
today’s issues but still contain very 
valuable information of why ISIS should 
not be trusted in today’s environment. 
 
Following the Main Message is the 
Narrative. This lengthy section is the 
most emotionally evocative part of the 
study guide and presents a written story 
describing that expressed in the 
counternarrative video, with expansion 
of some details that may not appear in 
the video itself, as the original 
interviews are usually two hours long, 
whereas the counter narratives are very 
short. This section may be used as a 
reference during or after the viewing of 
the video or may be used by 
professionals who are looking for even 
further information about the 
counternarratives before selecting 
those most apt for their audience. 
Those reading the Narrative section 
prior to watching the video should note 
that the Narrative is written in third-
person while the videos feature 
members and former members of ISIS 
speaking in first-person, which can have 
a much stronger impact. 
 
Discussion Questions are listed 
following the Narrative section of the 
study guides and are provided as a 
means of facilitating a discussion 
following the viewing of the 
counternarrative video. Each study 
guide includes approximately ten 

Discussion Questions. The questions are 
aimed at further eliciting the viewers’ 
emotional reaction to the video by 
asking them to reflect on their own 
feelings watching the video as well as to 
imagine what the speaker and other 
characters in his or her story may have 
felt at various points throughout the 
narrative. The questions are also 
designed to challenge the ideas about 
ISIS and its ideology that the viewers 
may have held prior to watching the 
video. While the Discussion Questions 
are thoughtfully written to provoke 
certain reactions and feelings, 
discussion leaders should not feel 
limited by them. Discussion leaders may 
also or alternatively ask questions 
specific to the viewers’ personal 
experiences, especially if these 
experiences, such as drug use, romantic 
relationship trouble, family dysfunction, 
concerns over geo-politics, or local 
discrimination, mirror those described 
by the speaker in the video. Moreover, 
discussion leaders should also ask 
follow-up questions based on the 
viewers’ answers. For instance, if a 
viewer answers that they do not believe 
that the speaker in the video was telling 
the truth about their experience in ISIS, 
the discussion leader should press the 
viewer to explain their position with the 
goal of identifying who or what the 
viewer finds more persuasive about ISIS. 
 
Following the Discussion Questions in 
the study guide is the Islamic Scriptures 
Related to this Video section. The 
scriptures referred to by the video 
speakers are often spoken of 
erroneously in the videos, as they are 
presented within the viewpoint of ISIS. 
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Therefore, these topics and their 
accompanying scriptures are clearly 
identified in this section with a 
discussion written by an Islamic scholar 
giving clear evidence that ISIS acts in 
ways that are contrary to Islamic law, 
misquoting and cherry-picking 
scriptures, using inauthentic hadiths, 
and twisting the words of God set down 
by the Prophet. This section may be 
especially useful for discussion leaders 
and professionals outside the Muslim 
community who are not well-versed in 
the Quran or religious leaders who are 
less familiar with how ISIS 
misrepresents and twists Islamic 
scriptures. After their clients read and 
discuss the Islamic Scriptures portion of 
the study guide, the discussion leader 
may suggest that the clients reach out 
to reputable Muslim scholars or faith 
leaders to continue the conversation. 
Discussion leaders may also direct their 
clients to the website TheRealJihad.org, 
which provides much more extensive 
articles and blog posts related to the 
subjects presented in the 
counternarrative videos. 

TheRealJihad.org also provides users 
with more resources for channeling 
their religious fervor in positive, 
prosocial ways and provides an 
extensive list of resources and help for 
exiting militant jihadist and extremist 
groups. 
  
Finally, each study guide provides a 
complete transcript of the video. 
Because the transcripts cannot depict 
the imagery and tone provided by the 
counternarrative videos, it must be 
emphasized that transcripts should not 
be used to replace watching the videos. 
The transcripts may, however, be used 
following the viewing of the 
counternarrative videos for discussion 
leaders and viewers alike to find 
citations and examples from the videos 
while answering the Discussion 
Questions. 
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Lesson Structure 
 
The study guides in this manual may be 
used by a myriad of professionals in a 
variety of settings, so the exact method 
and lesson structure is unlikely to be 
uniform across settings. Of course, each 
lesson should be age and culturally 
appropriate. Nevertheless, lessons 
utilizing these study guides should 
adhere as closely as possible to the 
following format in order to ensure 
optimal efficacy of the counter narrative 
videos. 
 
Regardless of the type of professional or 
volunteer leading the lesson and the 
number of people included in the 
discussion, each lesson will be most 
informative regarding change that 
occurs as a result of viewing the videos 
and engaging in the discussion session if 
the sessions begin with some sort of 
assessment of the participants’ current 
views and feelings regarding violence 
and extremism. Sometimes these views 
are well-known, as in the case of 
Oomar, whose client came to him saying 
he was seriously considering traveling to 
Raqqa to join ISIS.  Other times, a 
discussion session might be held in a 
school or mosque where it is unclear 
what the participants believe. It is not 
always necessary to ask ahead, and 
sometimes doing so might put the 
participants on the defense, and it often 
becomes very clear in the discussions 
following the videos what the already 
existing opinions of the participants 
were and are. 
 

If you want to reliably measure change, 
you should ask some pre-assessment or 
intake questions and then ask matching 
questions after the session or series of 
sessions. Note, however, as previously 
mentioned, that it is not necessary to do 
either, and in some cases doing a pre-
assessment survey or questionnaire 
may break trust with the participants 
and make them feel they are being 
researched, scrutinized, or even falling 
under security surveillance. If they do 
agree to a pre- and post-assessment, 
this can be a useful measure of changes, 
but the discussion itself also allows for a 
more informal assessment of the same. 
However, some participants will be 
more vocal than others, so individually 
completed pre- and post-assessments 
can capture the thoughts and feelings of 
those who may be less vocal but 
nevertheless highly impacted by the 
videos and the discussions. If measuring 
change is important in your context, you 
may decide that using pre- and post-
assessments or intake and outtake 
surveys is beneficial. Some possible 
questions to include for these are 
included below. 
 
 
When you have the opportunity to 
convene a group or meet with an 
individual to show the counter narrative 
videos, it is best to be honest and 
introduce them completely 
straightforwardly, saying what the video 
is about and who made it and how. 
Ways to introduce the counter narrative 
video include: 
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• “I’m going to show you a video 
of a man/woman/boy/girl who 
actually lived under/fought for 
ISIS. It was made by researchers 
at the International Center for 
the Study of Violent Extremism, 
who study and interview actual 
ISIS men and women. I’d like for 
you to watch the video and 
afterwards, tell me what you 
think of this person’s story, and 
if it relates all to you and your 
life.” 
 

• “I know there is a lot of debate 
about what ISIS is really like, so I 
have here a video of someone 
who actually lived under/fought 
for ISIS. It was made by 
researchers at the International 
Center for the Study of Violent 
Extremism, who study and 
interview actual ISIS men and 
women. Let’s watch it together 
to see what this ISIS guy’s 
perspective is.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• “I have a video that I’d like for 
you to watch. The speaker in 
the video actually lived 
under/fought for ISIS and talks 
about his/her experience. The 
video was made by researchers 
at the International Center for 
the Study of Violent Extremism, 
who study and interview actual 
ISIS men and women. I think we 
can find some interesting things 
to discuss after viewing it.” 

 
After showing the video, you can move 
on to the discussion questions and 
Islamic scriptures relating to the video. 
Normally, participants become highly 
emotionally engaged and begin to speak 
about all kinds of issues pertaining to 
the video with only the prompt of, 
“What do you think of this video?” The 
discussion questions posed also makes 
them think more deeply and may bring 
up issues particular to their context, into 
which you can dive deeper if you wish. 
Likewise, if your participant(s) seems 
particularly interested, you may even 
want to watch another counter 
narrative or navigate to The Real Jihad 
website (www.TheRealJihad.org) 
together. Either way, your participant(s) 
should leave the discussion with the 
satisfaction of being heard and 
encouraged to think critically on the 
subject. If you are dealing with 
radicalized participants, you should not 
expect them to suddenly deradicalize 
after watching the video. In fact, they 
may strongly defend their viewpoints 
and you should be willing to listen 
carefully, trying to learn what they are 
getting out of engaging with a group like 
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ISIS. No one joins a terrorist group 
without believing it will meet their 
needs.  
 
Your goal should be that the 
participant(s) leave the discussion 
feeling respected and heard and 
wanting to learn more and/or seek help, 
and you should give them clear ways to 
do just that by offering concrete 
resources to fit whatever needs they are 
expressing and having an open-door 
policy for continuing the discussion. 
Some groups may wish to have weekly 
discussions featuring one or two videos 
each week, making it possible to break 
through hardened radical views and 
inoculating those who might be drawn 
in by sowing seeds of doubt and 
equipping them with more critical 
thinking skills and resources to get more 
help. 
 

• As noted above, you may want 
to use initial intake questions 
before starting a session. These 
questions might be useful to 
understand the participants’ 
individual vulnerabilities and 
risk factors, as well as to 
establish rapport with the 
participants, making it clear to 
them that you are there to help. 
The potential intake questions 
can address issues that span a 
range of physical to 
psychological vulnerabilities: 

• (If the participant is an adult): 
Do you have a stable job? 

• (If the participant is a minor): 
Do your parents or guardians 
have a stable job? 

• (If the participant is an adult): 
Do you have a job or outside 
hobbies that you find fulfilling? 

• (If the participant is a minor): 
Are there classes in school or 
extracurricular activities that 
you find fulfilling? 

• Do you have a place or 
community where you feel you 
belong? 

• Do you ever feel discriminated 
against for your appearance or 
your beliefs? 

• Do you feel that law 
enforcement and other arms of 
the government target you and 
people like you more than they 
target people of other 
nationalities, ethnicities, or 
religions? 

• Do you believe that what you 
do and who you are makes a 
difference in the world? 

• Do you feel that your life has 
purpose or meaning? 

• Do you feel that you have a 
voice in the political process or 
that to be heard you have to 
engage in or support violence? 

• Do you have relationships with 
your relatives and peers that 
you find emotionally fulfilling? 

• Are you generally satisfied with 
your romantic relationships? 

• Do you have a stable place to 
live? 

• Do you ever go hungry? 

• Have you had access to a quality 
education, and were you able to 
stay in school for at least as long 
as you wanted? 
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• Do you have access to medical
care when you need it?

• Do you go for regular medical
and dental care?

• Do you feel that you are
psychologically healthy?

• Would you have access to
mental healthcare if you
needed it?

• Would you feel comfortable
seeking mental healthcare if
you needed it?

Most of the above are sensitive 
questions and may be better off 
discussed once the leaders have 
established trust with the participants. If 
the participants are already well known 
to the leaders, the above may be issues 
that are already apparent and do not 
need to be probed. 

Additional questions that could be used 
to gauge the participants’ views about 
and propensity toward violence could 
include: 

• Do you believe that people’s
desire to engage in violence is
mostly driven by injustices and
the desire to defend the weak
and hopeless?

• Do you believe that violence
against a perceived oppressor is
necessary in order to enact real
change?

• Do you believe that violent acts
are the only or best way to gain
attention for an important
cause?

• Do you believe in any religious
calls to engage in violence?

• Do you believe you have a voice
that is listened to or that you
must engage in or support
violence to get your voice and
opinion heard?

Again, these are highly sensitive 
questions and maybe be better off left 
unasked, letting these issues come up 
organically in the discussion sessions. 

Before and during sessions, you may 
also want to assess the participants’ 
views of the militant jihadist ideology. If 
you are not a religious leader, and 
especially if you appear to represent 
“the oppressor,” or could be seen as 
doing surveillance, these questions can 
be perceived as accusatory. It is 
therefore of the utmost importance that 
you ask them in an understanding and 
culturally sensitive tone: 

• Do you think that Western
powers are responsible for the
mistreatment and humiliation
of Muslims around the world?

• Do you think that countries in
the Muslim world would do well
to replace their corrupt
governance structures and if so
with what?  Democracy?
Shariah?

• Do you feel that you are able to
live as a Muslim and fully
express your Muslim identity
where you are now?

• Finally, you may broach the
subject of terrorism and
terrorist groups. By this time,
you should have built a rapport
with the participant(s) such that
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they feel comfortable answering 
these questions: 

• Do you believe that groups like
ISIS, Al Shabaab, and Al Qaeda
are standing up for the rights of
Muslims?

• Do you ever think about or
discuss with others the conflicts
in places like Iraq, Syria, and
Somalia?

• Do you ever watch the videos
that groups like ISIS, Al
Shabaab, and Al Qaeda post
online?

• Do you find the claims of groups
like ISIS, Al Shabaab, and Al
Qaeda to be compelling?

• Do you believe making hijrah or
engaging in jihad is your Islamic
duty?

• Does living inside a group like
ISIS, Al Shabaab, or Al Qaeda
ever seem appealing?

• Do you believe that groups like
ISIS, Al Shabaab, and Al Qaeda
are practicing the real Islam?

• Do you identify with the
version of Islam propagated by
groups like ISIS, Al Shabaab, and
Al Qaeda?

• Do you support the overall
objectives of groups like ISIS, Al
Shabaab, and Al Qaeda?

• Do you agree with the methods
of engagement (e.g., bombings,
etc.) of groups like ISIS, Al
Shabaab, and Al Qaeda?

• When is suicide bombing
justified and when is it wrong?
Is it ever Islamic martyrdom?

Any of these questions could also be 
incorporated into a pre- and post- test if 
one is wanting to establish change 
occurring as a result of the video 
viewing and discussion sessions. ICSVE 
has conducted focus tests in many 
settings using pre- and post- tests which 
can be found here. 

We wish you success in your use of these videos.  Let us know how it goes and if we can 
be of further assistance to you in working toward prevention and countering of violent 
extremism! 

The ICSVE Team 
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Finding the Right Video 

The study guides in this manual are 
presented in numerical order, but the 
following lists may be used as a tool to 
select the videos that feature speakers 
or subject matter to which the 
professionals’ clients might best relate. 
Some videos appear in multiple lists, as 
they address a few different aspects of 
ISIS or represent different demographic 
groups. Once the professional has 
narrowed down their options, they can 
use the Main Message and Narrative 
sections of the corresponding study 
guides to decide on which video(s) they 
believe will work best for their 
audience. 

Counternarratives Featuring a 
Speaker Who Is:  

Female 

• Avoiding a Death of Jihilyah

• The Islamic Caliphate Will
Protect You

• The Islamic State Protects
Muslim Women

• The Journey of Jihad for an Irish
Muslim Woman

• A German Islamic State Wife

• Oppression Against Muslims in
Europe

• Allah Told Us to Come to the
Caliphate

• A Belgian Wife Discovers Victory
in the Islamic State Caliphate

• The Whispers of the Devil in the
Islamic State Caliphate

• A Germany Family Serving the
Islamic State in Raqqa

• Following my Husband into the
Islamic State Caliphate

• My Son the Belgian Islamic State
Fighter

• It’s Easy to Go with a Suicide Belt
for the Islamic State

• Seeking Safety in the Islamic
State Caliphate

• The Islamic State that the
Prophet Announced

• Learn Islam in the Islamic State

• You Must Make Hijrah to the
Islamic State Caliphate

• Learning About Your Religion in
the Islamic State Caliphate

• Searching for Islam in the Islamic
State Caliphate

• Seeking the True Islam in the
Caliphate

• From Belgian Prison to the
Islamic State Caliphate

• The Promises of ad-Dawlah to
Women

• A Belgian Family in the Islamic
State

• You Should Fear Allah in the
Islamic State

• Following my Father into the
Islamic State Caliphate

• Making Hijrah to the Islamic
State Caliphate

Male 

• Volunteering to Build the Islamic
State

• Joining the Islamic State to
Defend the Ummah

• Sacrificing My All for the Islamic
State Caliphate

• Saying the Shahada in the Islamic
State Caliphate
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M7sT8iP6ccA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ja_yCaYYMnM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ja_yCaYYMnM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uPnfOzAp4CU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uPnfOzAp4CU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oxO-ZNOxpKY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oxO-ZNOxpKY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U7hAeBBq9PE
https://youtu.be/WAMK_fGotJQ
https://youtu.be/WAMK_fGotJQ
https://youtu.be/OIGjB8eOEyk
https://youtu.be/OIGjB8eOEyk
https://youtu.be/XX0JWSpBbKA
https://youtu.be/XX0JWSpBbKA
https://youtu.be/VfzWEatvHSQ
https://youtu.be/VfzWEatvHSQ
https://youtu.be/cEmu6GgVDdI
https://youtu.be/cEmu6GgVDdI
https://youtu.be/R6UAd1LzscA
https://youtu.be/R6UAd1LzscA
https://youtu.be/uoSTvg7Bqzg
https://youtu.be/uoSTvg7Bqzg
https://youtu.be/O-6D0IbEoco
https://youtu.be/O-6D0IbEoco
https://youtu.be/RyCkO5rX4OA
https://youtu.be/RyCkO5rX4OA
https://youtu.be/rG-_bTXpoyw
https://youtu.be/rG-_bTXpoyw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJHu-G4nbOk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WuBPZC8yAMI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WuBPZC8yAMI&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/gZnOlAcydPE
https://youtu.be/gZnOlAcydPE
https://youtu.be/52C68mKQAOk
https://youtu.be/52C68mKQAOk
https://youtu.be/eL8M4NWDSfc
https://youtu.be/eL8M4NWDSfc
https://youtu.be/kF4v5MFG9V4
https://youtu.be/kF4v5MFG9V4
https://youtu.be/qP9hqqgCzR8
https://youtu.be/qP9hqqgCzR8
https://youtu.be/phZsHWBzcbE
https://youtu.be/phZsHWBzcbE
https://youtu.be/7zHv7t_CkAI
https://youtu.be/7zHv7t_CkAI
https://youtu.be/IZZkpVQ0fgg
https://youtu.be/IZZkpVQ0fgg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1IcyUKmS7sk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1IcyUKmS7sk
https://youtu.be/uyN77GXfFzI
https://youtu.be/uyN77GXfFzI
https://youtu.be/Wo-yco0lU3U
https://youtu.be/Wo-yco0lU3U
https://youtu.be/vB1I93sWR5M
https://youtu.be/vB1I93sWR5M
https://youtu.be/elBDdZSPwX4
https://youtu.be/elBDdZSPwX4


• Serving in the Anwar al Awlaki
Katiba of the Islamic State
Caliphate

• Enduring Injustice for the Islamic
State Caliphate

• Following Anwar al Awlaki from
Europe into the Islamic State
Caliphate

• Practicing Islam in the Islamic
State Caliphate

• In Search of a Just Islamic
Caliphate

• A Swede Supports the
Oppressed of Syria

• A Swede Serving in the Islamic
State Caliphate

• The Islamic State Caliphate is the
Best Option for Me

• Shaheed for the Islamic State
Caliphate

• Life is Good in the ISIS Caliphate

• Following the Quran and Sunnah
in the Islamic State Caliphate

• A German Finds His Calling in the
Islamic State Caliphate

• I Ask Allah to Die as a Muslim

• If I Die what will Happen with
Me?

• Leaving Belgium to Fight Jihad
with the Islamic State Caliphate

• Georges the Belgian Jihadist

• A Belgian Serving the Islamic
State in Syria

• My Path Toward Jihad

• The Helpers of the Islamic State
Caliphate

• Marrying over the Internet into
the Islamic State

• Interpreting Scriptures in the
Islamic State Caliphate

Austrian 

• Volunteering to Build the Islamic
State

• Joining the Islamic State to
Defend the Ummah

• Sacrificing My All for the Islamic
State Caliphate

• Saying the Shahada in the Islamic
State Caliphate

Belgian 

• Oppression Against Muslims in
Europe

• A Belgian Wife Discovers Victory
in the Islamic State Caliphate

• The Whispers of the Devil in the
Islamic State Caliphate

• Following my Husband into the
Islamic State Caliphate

• My Son the Belgian Islamic State
Fighter

• Leaving Belgium to Fight Jihad
with the Islamic State Caliphate

• It’s Easy to Go with a Suicide Belt
for the Islamic State

• Learn Islam in the Islamic State

• You Must Make Hijrah to the
Islamic State Caliphate

• From Belgian Prison to the
Islamic State Caliphate

• The Promises of ad-Dawlah to
Women

• Georges the Belgian Jihadist

• A Belgian Serving the Islamic
State in Syria

• My Path Toward Jihad

• A Belgian Family in the Islamic
State

• You Should Fear Allah in the
Islamic State

• Following my Father into the
Islamic State Caliphate
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https://youtu.be/rimAxhyT5CU
https://youtu.be/rimAxhyT5CU
https://youtu.be/rimAxhyT5CU
https://youtu.be/qQPpAYYmICc
https://youtu.be/qQPpAYYmICc
https://youtu.be/VBKohnfoZAQ
https://youtu.be/VBKohnfoZAQ
https://youtu.be/VBKohnfoZAQ
https://youtu.be/bIDEoFuUTUA
https://youtu.be/bIDEoFuUTUA
https://youtu.be/7MV0bxHUKvQ
https://youtu.be/7MV0bxHUKvQ
https://youtu.be/eRBiGPudf2I
https://youtu.be/eRBiGPudf2I
https://youtu.be/MDDYldolC-M
https://youtu.be/MDDYldolC-M
https://youtu.be/DiQ2sD2jYTE
https://youtu.be/DiQ2sD2jYTE
https://youtu.be/NtGM4hsBduU
https://youtu.be/NtGM4hsBduU
https://youtu.be/M1b0k6Mwb48
https://youtu.be/V9HjrFXrfd4
https://youtu.be/V9HjrFXrfd4
https://youtu.be/xVo9zvLPG7I
https://youtu.be/xVo9zvLPG7I
https://youtu.be/j7YTV7ozHIM
https://youtu.be/tjU0Aom_SI4
https://youtu.be/tjU0Aom_SI4
https://youtu.be/Yy_mdN_mJiE
https://youtu.be/Yy_mdN_mJiE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gW42Ln8ndZw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iQ3FlCdC-oM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iQ3FlCdC-oM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQEUSMk9L0U
https://youtu.be/q9ZTmYyN6eY
https://youtu.be/q9ZTmYyN6eY
https://youtu.be/ElfwoRcAnTo
https://youtu.be/ElfwoRcAnTo
https://youtu.be/VMv-VChUgD8
https://youtu.be/VMv-VChUgD8
https://youtu.be/uyN77GXfFzI
https://youtu.be/uyN77GXfFzI
https://youtu.be/Wo-yco0lU3U
https://youtu.be/Wo-yco0lU3U
https://youtu.be/vB1I93sWR5M
https://youtu.be/vB1I93sWR5M
https://youtu.be/u5FFuQK5mhE
https://youtu.be/u5FFuQK5mhE
https://youtu.be/WAMK_fGotJQ
https://youtu.be/WAMK_fGotJQ
https://youtu.be/XX0JWSpBbKA
https://youtu.be/XX0JWSpBbKA
https://youtu.be/VfzWEatvHSQ
https://youtu.be/VfzWEatvHSQ
https://youtu.be/R6UAd1LzscA
https://youtu.be/R6UAd1LzscA
https://youtu.be/uoSTvg7Bqzg
https://youtu.be/uoSTvg7Bqzg
https://youtu.be/Yy_mdN_mJiE
https://youtu.be/Yy_mdN_mJiE
https://youtu.be/O-6D0IbEoco
https://youtu.be/O-6D0IbEoco
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJHu-G4nbOk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WuBPZC8yAMI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WuBPZC8yAMI&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/kF4v5MFG9V4
https://youtu.be/kF4v5MFG9V4
https://youtu.be/qP9hqqgCzR8
https://youtu.be/qP9hqqgCzR8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gW42Ln8ndZw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iQ3FlCdC-oM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iQ3FlCdC-oM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQEUSMk9L0U
https://youtu.be/phZsHWBzcbE
https://youtu.be/phZsHWBzcbE
https://youtu.be/7zHv7t_CkAI
https://youtu.be/7zHv7t_CkAI
https://youtu.be/IZZkpVQ0fgg
https://youtu.be/IZZkpVQ0fgg


• The Helpers of the Islamic State
Caliphate

• Marrying over the Internet into
the Islamic State

• Interpreting Scriptures in the
Islamic State Caliphate

• Making Hijrah to the Islamic
State Caliphate

Danish 

• Shaheed for the Islamic State
Caliphate

• Life is Good in the ISIS Caliphate

Dutch 

• Practicing Islam in the Islamic
State Caliphate

• In Search of a Just Islamic
Caliphate

• Seeking Safety in the Islamic
State Caliphate

• The Islamic State that the
Prophet Announced

European, Not Specified 

• Serving in the Anwar al Awlaki
Katiba of the Islamic State
Caliphate

• Enduring Injustice for the Islamic
State Caliphate

• Following Anwar al Awlaki from
Europe into the Islamic State
Caliphate

• The Islamic State Caliphate is the
Best Option for Me

French 

• Allah Told Us to Come to the
Caliphate

German 

• A German Islamic State Wife

• Following the Quran and Sunnah
in the Islamic State Caliphate

• A German Finds His Calling in the
Islamic State Caliphate

• I Ask Allah to Die as a Muslim

• If I Die what will Happen with
Me?

• A Germany Family Serving the
Islamic State in Raqqa

• Learning About Your Religion in
the Islamic State Caliphate

• Searching for Islam in the Islamic
State Caliphate

• Seeking the True Islam in the
Caliphate

Irish 

• Avoiding a Death of Jihilyah

• The Islamic Caliphate Will
Protect You

• The Islamic State Protects
Muslim Women

• The Journey of Jihad for an Irish
Muslim Woman

Swedish 

• A Swede Supports the
Oppressed of Syria

• A Swede Serving in the Islamic
State Caliphate

Counternarratives 
Addressing: 

Suicide Terrorism 

• A Swede Supports the
Oppressed of Syria

• The Islamic State Caliphate is the
Best Option for Me
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https://youtu.be/q9ZTmYyN6eY
https://youtu.be/q9ZTmYyN6eY
https://youtu.be/ElfwoRcAnTo
https://youtu.be/ElfwoRcAnTo
https://youtu.be/VMv-VChUgD8
https://youtu.be/VMv-VChUgD8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1IcyUKmS7sk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1IcyUKmS7sk
https://youtu.be/NtGM4hsBduU
https://youtu.be/NtGM4hsBduU
https://youtu.be/M1b0k6Mwb48
https://youtu.be/rimAxhyT5CU
https://youtu.be/rimAxhyT5CU
https://youtu.be/Y9O_pCK_Mmg
https://youtu.be/Y9O_pCK_Mmg
https://youtu.be/RyCkO5rX4OA
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• Shaheed for the Islamic State
Caliphate

• A German Finds His Calling in the
Islamic State Caliphate

• It’s Easy to Go with a Suicide Belt
for the Islamic State

• Seeking Safety in the Islamic
State Caliphate

• Learn Islam in the Islamic State

Treatment of Women 

• Sacrificing My All for the Islamic
State Caliphate

• Following Anwar al Awlaki from
Europe into the Islamic State
Caliphate

• The Islamic State Protects
Muslim Women

• The Journey of Jihad for an Irish
Muslim Woman

• A German Islamic State Wife

• Oppression Against Muslims in
Europe

• Allah Told Us to Come to the
Caliphate

• A Swede Supports the
Oppressed of Syria

• A Belgian Wife Discovers Victory
in the Islamic State Caliphate

• The Whispers of the Devil in the
Islamic State Caliphate

• Following my Husband into the
Islamic State Caliphate

• It’s Easy to Go with a Suicide Belt
for the Islamic State

• The Islamic State that the
Prophet Announced

• Learning About Your Religion in
the Islamic State Caliphate

• Searching for Islam in the Islamic
State Caliphate

• Seeking the True Islam in the
Caliphate

• From Belgian Prison to the
Islamic State Caliphate

• The Promises of ad-Dawlah to
Women

• A Belgian Family in the Islamic
State

• You Should Fear Allah in the
Islamic State

• Following my Father into the
Islamic State Caliphate

• Marrying over the Internet into
the Islamic State

• Making Hijrah to the Islamic
State Caliphate

Treatment of Children 

• Volunteering to Build the Islamic
State

• Joining the Islamic State to
Defend the Ummah

• Sacrificing My All for the Islamic
State Caliphate

• Saying the Shahada in the Islamic
State Caliphate

• A German Islamic State Wife

• Oppression Against Muslims in
Europe

• A Swede Supports the
Oppressed of Syria

• A Belgian Wife Discovers Victory
in the Islamic State Caliphate

Corruption in the Islamic State 
Caliphate 

• Following Anwar al Awlaki from
Europe into the Islamic State
Caliphate

• In Search of a Just Islamic
Caliphate
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• The Islamic Caliphate Will
Protect You

• A German Islamic State Wife

• The Whispers of the Devil in the
Islamic State Caliphate

• Leaving Belgium to Fight Jihad
with the Islamic State Caliphate

• Learn Islam in the Islamic State

Brutality in the Islamic State 
Caliphate 

• Sacrificing My All for the Islamic
State Caliphate

• Saying the Shahada in the Islamic
State Caliphate

• Serving in the Anwar al Awlaki
Katiba of the Islamic State
Caliphate

• Enduring Injustice for the Islamic
State Caliphate

• Following Anwar al Awlaki from
Europe into the Islamic State
Caliphate

• Practicing Islam in the Islamic
State Caliphate

• In Search of a Just Islamic
Caliphate

• Avoiding a Death of Jihilyah

• The Islamic Caliphate Will
Protect You

• The Islamic State Protects
Muslim Women

• The Journey of Jihad for an Irish
Muslim Woman

• A German Islamic State Wife

• Oppression Against Muslims in
Europe

• Allah Told Us to Come to the
Caliphate

• A Swede Serving in the Islamic
State Caliphate

• The Islamic State Caliphate is the
Best Option for Me

• Shaheed for the Islamic State
Caliphate

• A Belgian Wife Discovers Victory
in the Islamic State Caliphate

• The Whispers of the Devil in the
Islamic State Caliphate

• A Germany Family Serving the
Islamic State in Raqqa

• Following my Husband into the
Islamic State Caliphate

• Leaving Belgium to Fight Jihad
with the Islamic State Caliphate

• Learning About Your Religion in
the Islamic State Caliphate

• Seeking the True Islam in the
Caliphate

• A Belgian Family in the Islamic
State

• You Should Fear Allah in the
Islamic State

• Marrying over the Internet into
the Islamic State

• Interpreting Scriptures in the
Islamic State Caliphate

• Making Hijrah to the Islamic
State Caliphate

UnIslamic Practices in the 
Islamic State Caliphate 

• Volunteering to Build the Islamic
State

• Joining the Islamic State to
Defend the Ummah

• Sacrificing My All for the Islamic
State Caliphate

• Saying the Shahada in the Islamic
State Caliphate

• Enduring Injustice for the Islamic
State Caliphate
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• Following Anwar al Awlaki from 
Europe into the Islamic State 
Caliphate 

• Practicing Islam in the Islamic 
State Caliphate 

• In Search of a Just Islamic 
Caliphate 

• Avoiding a Death of Jihilyah 

• The Islamic Caliphate Will 
Protect You 

• A German Islamic State Wife 

• Oppression Against Muslims in 
Europe 

• A Swede Supports the 
Oppressed of Syria 

• A Swede Serving in the Islamic 
State Caliphate 

• The Islamic State Caliphate is the 
Best Option for Me 

• Shaheed for the Islamic State 
Caliphate 

• Following the Quran and Sunnah 
in the Islamic State Caliphate 

• A German Finds His Calling in the 
Islamic State Caliphate 

• I Ask Allah to Die as a Muslim 

• If I Die what will Happen with 
Me? 

• A Belgian Wife Discovers Victory 
in the Islamic State Caliphate 

• The Whispers of the Devil in the 
Islamic State Caliphate 

• Following my Husband into the 
Islamic State Caliphate 

• My Son the Belgian Islamic State 
Fighter 

• Leaving Belgium to Fight Jihad 
with the Islamic State Caliphate 

• It’s Easy to Go with a Suicide Belt 
for the Islamic State 

• Seeking Safety in the Islamic 
State Caliphate 

• The Islamic State that the 
Prophet Announced 

• Learn Islam in the Islamic State 

• You Must Make Hijrah to the 
Islamic State Caliphate 

• Searching for Islam in the Islamic 
State Caliphate 

• From Belgian Prison to the 
Islamic State Caliphate 

• The Promises of ad-Dawlah to 
Women 

• A Belgian Family in the Islamic 
State 

• Following my Father into the 
Islamic State Caliphate 

• The Helpers of the Islamic State 
Caliphate 

• Marrying over the Internet into 
the Islamic State 

• Interpreting Scriptures in the 
Islamic State Caliphate 

• Making Hijrah to the Islamic 
State Caliphate 
 

Claims by ISIS about Hijrah 

• In Search of a Just Islamic 
Caliphate 

• The Islamic State Caliphate is the 
Best Option for Me 

• Following the Quran and Sunnah 
in the Islamic State Caliphate 

• The Islamic State that the 
Prophet Announced 

• You Must Make Hijrah to the 
Islamic State Caliphate 

• From Belgian Prison to the 
Islamic State Caliphate 

• A Belgian Serving the Islamic 
State in Syria 

• Making Hijrah to the Islamic 
State Caliphate 
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• Oppression Against Muslims in 
Europe 

• Life is Good in the ISIS Caliphate 

• Seeking Safety in the Islamic 
State Caliphate 

• Seeking the True Islam in the 
Caliphate 

• Georges the Belgian Jihadist 

• A Belgian Family in the Islamic 
State 

• You Should Fear Allah in the 
Islamic State 

• Following my Father into the 
Islamic State Caliphate 
 

Joining ISIS as a means of 
Seeking Islamic Ideals 

• Joining the Islamic State to 
Defend the Ummah 

• Sacrificing My All for the Islamic 
State Caliphate 

• Saying the Shahada in the Islamic 
State Caliphate 

• Serving in the Anwar al Awlaki 
Katiba of the Islamic State 
Caliphate 

• Practicing Islam in the Islamic 
State Caliphate 

• In Search of a Just Islamic 
Caliphate 

• The Islamic Caliphate Will 
Protect You 

• The Islamic State Protects 
Muslim Women 

• The Journey of Jihad for an Irish 
Muslim Woman 

• A German Islamic State Wife 

• Oppression Against Muslims in 
Europe 

• Allah Told Us to Come to the 
Caliphate 

• A Swede Serving in the Islamic 
State Caliphate 

• The Islamic State Caliphate is the 
Best Option for Me 

• Life is Good in the ISIS Caliphate 

• Following the Quran and Sunnah 
in the Islamic State Caliphate 

• A German Finds His Calling in the 
Islamic State Caliphate 

• I Ask Allah to Die as a Muslim 

• If I Die what will Happen with 
Me? 

• Learn Islam in the Islamic State 

• From Belgian Prison to the 
Islamic State Caliphate 

• The Promises of ad-Dawlah to 
Women 

• Georges the Belgian Jihadist 

• A Belgian Serving the Islamic 
State in Syria 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U7hAeBBq9PE
https://youtu.be/WAMK_fGotJQ
https://youtu.be/WAMK_fGotJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zTGUU7yHMJM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zTGUU7yHMJM
https://youtu.be/MDDYldolC-M
https://youtu.be/MDDYldolC-M
https://youtu.be/DiQ2sD2jYTE
https://youtu.be/DiQ2sD2jYTE
https://youtu.be/9p9AsbQe55g
https://youtu.be/V9HjrFXrfd4
https://youtu.be/V9HjrFXrfd4
https://youtu.be/xVo9zvLPG7I
https://youtu.be/xVo9zvLPG7I
https://youtu.be/j7YTV7ozHIM
https://youtu.be/tjU0Aom_SI4
https://youtu.be/tjU0Aom_SI4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJHu-G4nbOk
https://youtu.be/kF4v5MFG9V4
https://youtu.be/kF4v5MFG9V4
https://youtu.be/qP9hqqgCzR8
https://youtu.be/qP9hqqgCzR8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gW42Ln8ndZw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iQ3FlCdC-oM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iQ3FlCdC-oM&feature=youtu.be
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Joining the Islamic State to Defend 
the Ummah 

Speaker – Oliver al Namasawi 

Nationality – Austrian 

Age – 22 years old 
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Main Message – ISIS convinced people 
to join them by telling them that they 
would be defending the ummah, the 
global community of Muslims. When 
these people joined, they found that 
ISIS was not protecting Muslims and 
was not at all Islamic, but corrupt and 
overly brutal. 
 
Narrative – Joining the Islamic State to 
Defend the Ummah features Austrian 
Oliver al Namasawi, who was 
interviewed by Anne Speckhard in June 
of 2020. The video clip was video edited 
and produced by our ICSVE team.  
 
Oliver al Namasawi was looking for a 
family: “I was 6 years old when I came 
into this foster home, because my 
parents get divorced when I was little.” 
He went back to live with his mother at 
age 10 but was back in foster care 
within a year. The first message he 
received in foster care was that his older 
brother had committed suicide in 
prison. Oliver was deeply affected by 
that. He recalls, “When I was 13 around, 
I started doing some bad things. I 
stopped going to school. I thought being 
on the streets and chill out with my 
friends would be better than going to 
school.” By 15, he was working for an 
insurance company and living on his 
own. 
 
It was then that a former classmate 
reached out to him: “He talked a lot 
about Islam, and they were nice stories 
what he told me about Paradise, about 
the golden life and why are we living. 
My heart felt connected.” Oliver 
converted to Islam and started going to 
a large mosque in Vienna. His friend 

then brought him to a much smaller 
mosque, with a big flag that Oliver now 
realizes was the ISIS flag. At the smaller 
mosque, he says, “I met a kind of new 
Islam. I heard about going [to Syria] to 
help the ummah, the Islamic 
community. They are getting oppressed, 
killed, raped, murdered, the brothers 
and sisters in Syria.” Oliver was moved: 
“I was always for justice. I couldn’t close 
my eyes when I see that there is 
something wrong, even if I get beat up 
and if I get problems.” 
 
Oliver’s new friends organized his travel 
to Syria. He vividly remembers the 
bombings there: “We heard the first 
bomb coming. Boom. It’s huge 
explosion. The second bomb come and 
explode. The whole city was like 
shaking. Everything was on fire. People 
laying dead on the ground with a hole 
inside their head. Their brains coming 
out.” He continues, “Everybody was 
screaming. Then I looked on the right. 
There was a woman. She was burnt. 
Fully black. Black. Burned. Like there 
was nothing left.” He saw “people 
running to the car. They had a guy 
inside their hands. I saw his leg was 
almost fully cut off. I was like scared.” 
 
Oliver worked in the hospital where he 
tried his best to help people. He recalls, 
“I tried to press him against the wall and 
always told him, ‘No, no, no. Lay there. 
Lay there. Lay there.’ When I looked on 
the ground, there coming more blood 
and more blood and more blood.” 
Oliver says the doctor told him to leave 
the man and move on: “I said, ‘What do 
you mean it’s okay? Do something!’ And 
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he said, ‘Brother, there is nothing to do 
now. He died.’” 
 
Later, Oliver was also injured in a 
bombing. Laying on the ground, he had 
time to think about all that had 
happened to him in Syria: “I said to 
myself, ‘Now I will die being part of ISIS. 
I will 100 percent going to Jahannam 
[hell].’ They are these people what are 
destroying Islam, what are spreading 
hate and crimes, and make people think 
bad about Islam.” Oliver was able to 
return to Austria by asking ISIS to send 
him to Turkey for surgery. In Austria he 
was convicted on terrorism charges and 
sentenced to 30 months in prison, 
during which he underwent a 
rehabilitation program run by DERAD-
Austria. He now says, “Allah gave me to 
have [a second chance] in life. He 
allowed me to survive that. I want to get 
away from that [ISIS] and want to do 
good in life.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
In Islam, honesty and truthfulness are 
obligatory. Every Muslim should be 
truthful even with non-Muslims who 
they are not fighting as enemies. 
Prophet Muhammed, peace be upon 
him, was known as truthful and honest 
even among pagans in Mecca. When he 
migrated to Medina, he left his cousin 
Ali bin Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased 
with him, to give deposits, which the 
Prophet was holding, back to their 
pagan owners. He repaid them even 
though they were hurting him and tried 
to kill him. This value of honesty and 
doing good to others seems not to be 
available in ISIS and its ideology.  
 
How can a simple, loving, and new 
Muslim be able to differentiate between 
right and false allegations? Prophet 
Muhammed gave us a great hadith 
which any Muslim can ponder upon and 
get a simple hunch to know the right 
and wrong, as he said, “What is lawful is 
clear and what is unlawful is clear, but 
between them are certain doubtful 
things. I give you an example for this. 
Allah has a preserve, and Allah's 
preserve is the things He has declared 
unlawful. He who pastures (his animals) 
round the preserve will soon fall into it. 
He who falls into doubtful things will 
soon be courageous” (Sunan Abi 
Dawud, book 23, hadith 4). Killing, for 
example, is haram in Islam. When we 
see ISIS kill people, then our first 
impression is that this is evil. If we can 
inquire and confirm the details then 
that is the best thing to do, but if you 
can’t, then the least you can do is to 
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leave them as it is doubtful, according 
to the hadith.  
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you think that Oliver al 
Namasawi is telling the truth 
about his time in ISIS? 

• How do you think Oliver’s 
childhood experiences 
influenced his willingness to join 
ISIS? 

• What do you think could have 
been done to prevent Oliver 
from joining ISIS back then? 

• What do you think of the people 
who convinced Oliver that he 
should travel to Syria? 

• Oliver was always moved, even 
at risk of getting beat up, to 
stand up for justice.  Do you 
think joining ISIS was standing up 
for justice or he just mistakenly 
thought it would be? 

• What do you think would have 
happened to Oliver if he died 
serving an illegitimate state that 
was harming others? 

• Do you think that Oliver can 
have a successful future now 
that he is no longer in ISIS? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transcript of Joining the Islamic State 
to Defend the Ummah 
 
I was 6 years old when I came into this 
foster home, 
because my parents get divorced when I 
was little. 
 
Then when I was 10 years old, 
my mother decided to bring us back 
home. 
 
Suddenly all three of us were back 
home  
and she didn't know how to handle it. 
 
When I was 11 years old, 
I came to another foster home. 
 
The first message was that my older 
brother died  
when he made suicide in prison. 
 
When I was 13 around, 
I started doing some bad things. 
 
I stopped going to school. 
 
I thought being on the streets and chill 
out  
with my friends would be better than 
going to school. 
 
Even though I stopped school for a half 
year,  
I finished school with very good grades. 
 
I found a job in insurance company  
[in an apprenticeship]. 
 
The foster home, they gave me  
my own little apartment, 
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because they saw I was 15 years old but 
very mature  
and I could handle all my stuff by 
myself. 
 
OLIVER  
AL NAMSAWI 
22-year-old Austrian 
Former ISIS Member 
 
I earned very good money  
with the insurance company. 
 
Then [a former classmate] just said,  
‘Hey, bro, let’s meet and talk in person.’ 
 
He talked a lot about Islam, 
and they were nice stories what he told 
me 
 
about Paradise, about the golden life  
and why are we living. 
 
My heart felt connected. 
 
I always believed in God, but nothing 
[specific]. 
I mean, Christianity or in Jewish or in 
Islam. 
 
[He said,] ‘Do you wanna convert to 
Islam?’ 
I said, ‘Yes, why not?’ 
 
I said the shahada in Arabic  
and then in German. 
 
Then we go to the Islamic center in 
Vienna. 
It’s a big mosque. Very famous in 
Austria. 
 

‘Brother, let’s come with me to another 
mosque. 
It‘s more chilling over there. There is 
more relaxed.’ 
 
It was pretty small and when you enter 
directly on the left, there was a big flag. 
 
Today I know it was 
from the Islamic State. 
 
I met a kind of 
new Islam. 
 
I heard about going [to Syria] to help 
the ummah, the Islamic community. 
 
They are getting oppressed, killed, 
raped, murdered,  
the brothers and the sisters in Syria. 
 
Then I heard there are some other 
brothers. 
They try to defend them, 
 
to protect them,  
to build an Islamic State. 
 
I was always for justice. 
 
I couldn't close my eyes  
when I see that there is something 
wrong, 
 
even if I get beat up  
and if I get problems. 
 
That’s a big part of the cake 
why I went there [to Syria]. 
 
TEXT: Oliver joined ISIS at age 15.  
After brief shariah training,  
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he volunteered at a hospital with a 
Tunisian doctor treating injured people. 
 
If there was bombings, we jump inside 
the car, 
drive there and try to help the people. 
 
We heard 
the first bomb coming. 
 
Boom. 
It’s huge explosion. 
 
The second bomb come and explode. 
The whole city was like shaking. 
 
Everything was on fire. 
 
People laying dead on the ground 
with a hole inside their head. 
 
Their brains coming out. 
 
Everybody was screaming. 
 
Then I looked on the right. There was a 
woman. 
She was burnt. Fully black. Black. 
Burned. 
 
Like there was nothing left. 
 
Then there were people running to the 
car. 
They had a guy inside their hands. 
 
I saw his leg was  
almost fully cut off. 
 
I was like scared. 
 
There were coming more bombs in the 
city. 

Boom, boom, boom, boom. It was huge 
attack. 
 
So many people inside [the hospital]. 
It was full, full, full. 
 
There was two children. 
He got cut off here his whole hand. 
 
He only had two fingers left. 
Everywhere he had injury. 
 
On the floor everywhere sat people 
with hard bleeding. 
 
On the floor everywhere sat people 
with hard bleeding. 
 
I tried to press him against the wall and 
always told him, 
‘No, no, no. Lay there. Lay there. Lay 
there.’ 
 
When I looked on the ground, there 
coming more blood  
and more blood and more blood. 
 
[The doctor] told me, ‘It’s okay, brother. 
We go to the next one,’ 
 
and then I said,  
‘What do you mean it’s okay?’ 
 
‘Do something!’ 
And he said, ‘Brother, there is nothing 
to do now. He died.’ 
 
I get very emotional  
when I tell that. 
 
TEXT: Oliver was himself injured by an 
aerial attack,  
causing him to lose vision in one eye,  
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a spleen and a kidney. 
 
I said to myself, ‘Now I will die being 
part of ISIS. 
I will 100 percent going to Jahannam 
[hell].’ 
 
they are these people what are 
destroying Islam,  
what are spreading hate and crimes, 
 
and make people think bad 
about Islam. 
 
That is not even one percent doing good 
for  
the Muslim community and not even for 
the Syrian people. 
 
TEXT: Olivier was sentenced to 30 
months in prison  
for joining a terrorist organization. 
 

TEXT: Oliver now wants to help others 
avoid his fate of falling in with jihadists.  
 
Allah gave me to have [a second chance] 
in life.  
He allowed me to survive that. 
 
I want to get away from that [ISIS] 
and want to do good in life. 
 
TEXT: Following his conviction 
on terrorism charges,  
Oliver went through  
the DERAD-Austria 
rehabilitation program. 
 
TEXT: He now works with  
the organization on  
terrorism prevention,  
rehabilitation and 
reintegration efforts. 
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Sacrificing My All for the Islamic 
State Caliphate 

 
 
Speaker – Oliver al Namasawi 
 
Nationality – Austrian 
 
Age – 22 years old  
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Main Message – For young people 
searching for meaning and an identity, 
ISIS may seem like the heroes of Islam. 
In reality, however, they are a brutal 
and oppressive regime that takes 
advantage of vulnerable people. 
 
Narrative – Sacrificing My All for the 
Islamic Sate Caliphate features Austrian 
Oliver al Namasawi, who was 
interviewed by Anne Speckhard in June 
of 2020. The video clip was video edited 
and produced by our ICSVE team.  
 
When Oliver al Namasawi found Islam, 
he found a family. He was willing to do 
everything to keep it: “They told me to 
stop my work [involving banking] and 
find another job. After that, they told 
me to put my dog away, because the 
dog is haram in Islam. It’s not allowed. I 
gave up my whole personality. I gave up 
my friends.” He admits, “I gave this all 
up in exchange for something bigger, for 
something stronger.” Soon enough, 
Oliver’s new friend convinced him to 
travel to Syria. 
 
After a few days in an ISIS guesthouse, 
fearing drones, and feeling the pain of a 
bad sunburn, Oliver was taken to 
shariah training. In the training, he was 
starved to the point of blacking out, 
purportedly to prepare him for combat. 
He remembers, “On the second or third 
day, one guy was standing up and 
screamed, ‘Intishar! [Run away!]’ […] 
Then you just hear the warplanes 
coming closer and closer and you hear it 
like this [whoosh sound]. Then you hear 
an explosion.” 
 

Despite these early experiences, Oliver 
“was so happy to be there with the 
heroes of Islam.” Then, he started 
hearing things that made him lose 
confidence: “I heard stories of ISIS 
raping women, torturing other people 
of brutal, brutal way. Burning people 
alive. Drowning them in pools. Many 
horrible stories. Maybe they aren’t 
these heroes what I am thinking about.” 
 
Oliver was injured in a bombing. He 
tried to convince himself that ISIS was 
good, but couldn’t help thinking, “Now I 
will die being part of ISIS. I will 100 
percent going to Jahannam [hell].” He 
recalls, “I would be honest to myself 
that I have joined a terror group but 
nothing to do with Islam.” Determined 
to turn his life around, Oliver asked ISIS 
to send him to Turkey for surgery, and 
from there he returned to Austria. He 
was sentenced to 30 months in prison, 
during which he participated in a 
rehabilitation program run by DERAD-
Austria. He now realizes of ISIS, “I 
accepted everything what they told me. 
[I was] brainwashed. They put it inside 
my head. They just made the start. Then 
it’s like a snowball what you throw 
down a mountain.” Now that Oliver 
realizes the process through which he 
became radicalized, he says, “Allah gave 
me to have [a second chance] in life. He 
allowed me to survive that. I want to do 
good now. I want to get away from [ISIS] 
and want to do good in life.” 
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Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video: 
 
Islamic society is regarded as a big 
family which contain all Muslims and is 
referred to as the ummah. There are 
many sacred texts which urge every 
Muslim to treat others, including non-
Muslims, with kindness and justice. 
Prophet Muhammed said, “I may be 
likened to a man who kindled a fire, and 
when it lit up the neighborhood the 
insects and these creeping things which 
fall into a fire began to fall into it. He 
began to prevent them, but they got the 
better of him and rushed into it. Now I 
am seizing your girdles to pull you from 
hell, but you are rushing into it” 
(Bukhari and Muslim). Here we may see 
his kindness and care towards those 
who are rushing to cast themselves to 
hell fire. What should our attitude be 
towards those who came to Islam and 
want to seek knowledge and restrict 
themselves to Islamic guides to go to 
Paradise? We should be nicer and 
kinder, as they have good will, and we 
have to sense the heavy burden which 
Allah put upon us to contain new 
Muslims and inform them gradually 
about Islamic teachings, even when 
preaching. Ibn Mas’ud, a companion of 
the Prophet, peace be upon him, said, 
“The Prophet, peace be upon him, used 
to take care of us in preaching by 
selecting a suitable time, so that we 
might not get bored. (He abstained from 
pestering us with sermons and 
knowledge all the time)” (Sahih Bukhari, 
book 3, hadith 10). Moreover, The 
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, 
was asked, "Messenger of Allah, invoke 
a curse for us against the idolaters.' He 
replied, 'I was not sent as a curser. I was 

sent as a mercy” (Al-adab al-mufrad, 
book 15, hadith 13).  
 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you think that Oliver al 
Namasawi is telling the truth 
about his time in ISIS? 

• Why do you think Oliver was so 
easily radicalized by his new 
friends? 

• What do you think of a group 
that requires a person to give up 
what he loves and change his 
personality to belong with 
them?  Does this seem like a cult 
to you?  Or like giving up sins to 
be a good Muslim?  

• Oliver believes he was 
brainwashed by those who sent 
him to ISIS.  How could he have 
avoided that? 

• Do you think a need to belong 
and feel important blinded 
Oliver to seeing the dangers of 
joining ISIS? 

• Do you think that Oliver will be 
able to have a successful future 
now that he is out of ISIS? 
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Transcript of Sacrificing My All for the 
Islamic State Caliphate 
 
I heard about going there to help 
the ummah, the Islamic community. 
 
They are getting oppressed, killed, 
raped, murdered,  
the brothers and the sisters in Syria. 
 
Then I heard the first time 
about ISIS. 
 
They showed me videos of ISIS 
capturing big cities and  
shouting ‘Allah Akbar!’ and the people 
are celebrating. 
 
They said, ‘Look, these are the brothers. 
They just bring freedom to that city.’ 
 
They told me to stop my work [involving 
banking] 
and find another job. 
 
After that, they told me to put my dog 
away,  
because the dog is haram in Islam. It’s 
not allowed. 
 
I gave up 
my whole personality. 
 
OLIVER  
AL NAMSAWI 
22-year-old Austrian 
Former ISIS Member 
 
I gave up my friends.  
All my women friends [that] I had, I 
stopped the contact. 
 
I had a new family  

that was my brothers.   
 
Even I fighted so hard for my work.  
I fighted so hard to keep my dog. 
 
I gave this all up in exchange  
for something bigger, for something 
stronger. 
 
I don’t even ask, ‘Hey, bro, why are you 
saying that? 
Or why should I do that and that?’ 
 
They just sat next to me and they said,  
‘Hey brother, when are you going to 
Syria?’ 
 
‘Inshallah [Allah willing], soon,’ 
I said. 
 
He said, ‘Hey brother, listen. 
If you want, I can manage everything for 
you.’ 
 
On the next day, he called me. He said, 
‘Come to the mosque and bring your 
passport with you.’ 
 
‘You and [another man], 
you go together to Syria.’ 
 
TEXT: Provided about 6,000 Euros,  
Oliver went to Turkey and  
he eventually stayed in an ISIS safe 
house. 
 
There was a room inside that house 
[where]  
there were only injured people. 
 
One of them, they was wrapped, 
their whole body. 
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After one or two hours in that house, 
they said, 
‘Okay, okay. Let’s go, let’s go, let’s go.’ 
 
And then they said, ‘Okay, run, run, 
run!’ 
 
We were driving to the north of Syria  
until we arrived in Jarabulus. 
 
TEXT: Olivier was put in an ISIS guest 
house 
for newly arrived members. 
 
I was lying on the roof and  
looking up in the sky in the night. 
 
Then they told me,  
‘Do you see that red light over there?’ 
and I said, ‘Yes.’ 
 
‘These are drones.  
They are watching us right now.’ 
 
Maybe it could be our last second now, 
our last breath, 
 
because maybe they drop bombs  
from that drone and we are dead. 
 
On the second or third day, I was 
already so red. 
My skin it was just very horrible for me. 
 
I had pain with every move I made, 
because I had a sunburn all over me. 
 
TEXT: Oliver then was taken 
to a shariah camp. 
 
They teached us very basics. 
I didn't thought that they will teach us 
such basics. 

 
They will give us very small food, 
because  
they wanna get our body used to small 
food. 
 
Because maybe if we are inside a 
combat, 
we are surrounded by enemies, and we 
cannot get to food. 
 
TEXT: Olivier collapsed one day,  
blacking out from lack of food and 
water. 
 
On the second or third day, one guy was 
standing up  
and screamed, ‘Intishar! [Run away!]’ 
 
Everybody stood up from their tent. 
Everybody was running inside the 
forest. 
 
Then you just hear the warplanes 
coming closer and closer and you hear it 
like this [whoosh sound]. 
 
Then you hear 
an explosion. 
 
TEXT: Olivier left training early 
and volunteered at a hospital. 
 
At the beginning, I was so happy to be 
there 
with the heroes of Islam. 
 
But sometimes I heard stories of ISIS 
raping women,  
torturing other people of brutal, brutal 
way. 
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Burning people alive. Drowning them in 
pools. 
Many horrible stories. 
 
Maybe they aren't these heroes  
what I am thinking about. 
 
TEXT: After about six months in Syria, 
Olivier was injured in a bombing. 
 
When I laid there on the ground and 
thinking I was dying,  
I was afraid. 
 
I said to myself, ‘Now I will die being 
part of ISIS. 
I will 100 percent going to Jahannam 
[hell].’ 
 
I tried to stop that thinking. 
I thought it’s from the Shaitan [devil]. 
 
I didn’t want to realize 
that these [ISIS] are the bad ones. 
 
Then I would be honest to myself that I 
have joined 
a terror group but nothing to do with 
Islam. 
 
TEXT: Olivier convinced ISIS to 
send him to Turkey for surgery.   
 
TEXT: Instead, he returned home to 
Austria  
where he was sentenced to 30 months 
in prison for his involvement with ISIS. 
 
Am I really joined ISIS in my past? 
Was I really in Syria? 
 
It makes no sense  
with my personality. 

 
I never wanted to do anything bad 
or something like that. 
 
The things what I believed are good and 
bad,  
I just put them away. 
 
I accepted everything  
what they told me. 
 
[I was] brainwashed. 
They put it inside my head. 
 
They just made the start.  
Then it’s like a snowball what you throw 
down a mountain. 
 
I got radical  
more and more. 
 
I said to myself myself,  
‘Yeah, all the Austrians, they are racist.’ 
 
I was, like, with a bag with an ISIS flag  
and, you know, look so radical. 
 
Then, I thought, like, yeah, they are 
looking at me 
because I’m Muslim. 
 
Allah gave me to have [a second chance] 
in life.  
He allowed me to survive that. 
 
I want to do good now. I want to get 
away from [ISIS] 
and want to do good in life. 
 
TEXT: Following his conviction 
on terrorism charges,  
Oliver went through  
the DERAD-Austria 
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rehabilitation program. 
 
TEXT: He now works with  
the organization on  
terrorism prevention,  
rehabilitation and 
reintegration efforts. 
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Saying the Shahada in the Islamic 
State Caliphate 

 
 
Speaker – Oliver al Namasawi 
 
Nationality – Austrian 
 
Age – 22 years old  
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Main Message – The majority of ISIS’s 
victims were other Muslims. They are 
unIslamic and take advantage of people 
who don’t know about Islam. 
 
Narrative – Saying the Shahada in the 
Islamic State Caliphate features Austrian 
Oliver al Namasawi, who was 
interviewed by Anne Speckhard in June 
of 2020. The video clip was video edited 
and produced by our ICSVE team.  
 
Oliver was a teenager with no direction 
in life when he met a friend who told 
him about Islam. He recalls, “They were 
nice stories, what he told me. About 
Paradise, about the golden life and why 
are we living. My heart felt connected.” 
Oliver converted to Islam by saying the 
shahada in Arabic and his native 
German. Not long after, his friends told 
him that ISIS had established a Caliphate 
in Syria: “I said to myself, ‘I wanna be a 
good Muslim. I wanna make it with full 
my heart.’ Even if sometimes it may be 
hard, I wanna go through that.” 
 
Oliver’s friends facilitated his travel to 
Syria; he was determined to defend 
Syrian civilians living under Bashar al 
Assad’s regime. He was only 16. While 
crossing the border from Turkey was 
stressful, Oliver was relieved when he 
arrived in ISIS territory. He remembers 
thinking, “Alhamdulillah [Praise Be to 
Allah]. Thank God, I am away from the 
kuffar, from the disbelievers. I’m now 
with the Muslim community, with the 
brothers, with the heroes of Islam.” 
 
But Oliver started to see more of the 
reality of ISIS when he was sent to fight 

in Iraq. He was told to loot the houses 
for money and guns, but instead, “There 
were pictures on the floor from a 
wedding. Every memories. So many 
things was everywhere in the houses.” 
There were war planes flying overhead. 
Oliver recounts: “[An ISIS member] had 
two women and four children inside this 
convoy and all of them got died by the 
attack with the war plane. I remember 
he was just crying and crying.” 
 
Oliver returned to Syria hoping for a 
better life than he had in Iraq, but “then 
I witnessed the [display of] first dead 
people in war. It was in Raqqa. They cut 
of the head from three Syrian army 
soldiers. It was shocking for me.” He 
was beginning to become disillusioned 
with ISIS when he was injured in a 
bombing. Oliver thought he was going 
to die. He remembers, “I just repeat the 
shahada. I said to myself, ‘Now I will die 
being a part of ISIS. I will 100 percent 
going to Jahannam [hell].’” 
 
Miraculously, Oliver survived: “Second 
chance what Allah gave me to have in 
life. He allowed me to survive that. I 
want to do good now.” He asked ISIS to 
send him to Turkey for surgery. From 
there he returned to Austria, where he 
was convicted on terrorism charges and 
sentenced to 30 months in prison. 
There, he participated in a rehabilitation 
program through DERAD-Austria. He 
says, “I’m happy I didn’t do anything 
real bad. But at the same time, I take 
responsibility that I was part of ISIS. ISIS 
is everything but not Islamic. ISIS 
destroyed Islam. ISIS killed so many 
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Muslims. The most victims of ISIS, they 
are Muslim.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video: 
 
Misunderstanding of the sacred texts 
may create disasters, and any Muslim 
have to refrain from alleging that he 
knows what Allah and his noble 
Messenger said, when he is ignorant. 
This is prohibited in Islam, as Allah said 
in the Qur’an, “Say: 'My Lord has 
forbidden all indecent acts whether 
apparent or disguised and sin, and 
unjust insolence, and that you associate 
with Allah that for which He has never 
sent down an authority, or to say about 
Allah what you do not know” (Surah al-
a’raf, Ayah 33). A companion of the 
Prophet, peace be upon him, named 
Jaber, said, “We set out on a journey. 
One of our people was hurt by a stone, 
that injured his head. He then had a 
sexual dream. He asked his fellow 
travelers: Do you find a concession for 
me to perform tayammum? They said: 
We do not find any concession for you 
while you can use water. He took a bath 
and died. When we came to the 
Prophet, peace be upon him, the 
incident was reported to him. He said: 
They killed him, may Allah kill them! 
Could they not ask when they did not 
know? The cure for ignorance is inquiry. 
It was enough for him to perform 
tayammum and to pour some drops of 
water or bind a bandage over the 
wound (the narrator Musa was 
doubtful); then he should have wiped 
over it and washed the rest of his body” 
(Sunan Abi Dawud, book 1, hadith 336). 
We see in this hadith that these people 
were ignorant and their ignorance led to 
the death of a Muslim, and we can see 
what the intended deception and 
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ignorance of ISIS people brought to 
Muslims all over the world. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you think that Oliver al 
Namasawi is telling the truth 
about his time in ISIS? 

• What do you think about a group 
of Muslims that sends a 16-year-
old to travel into a war zone? 

• Do you think it was necessary for 
Oliver to join jihad to be a good 
Muslim? 

• What do you think it was like for 
Oliver to discover the wedding 
photos in the house in Iraq? 

• Does ISIS sound like they were 
following Islam from Oliver’s 
description of them? 

• Do you think that Oliver can 
have a successful future now 
that he is out of ISIS? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transcript of Saying the Shahada in the 
Islamic State Caliphate 
 
[My friend] talked a lot about Islam, 
and they were nice stories what he told 
me 
 
about Paradise, about the golden life  
and why are we living. 
 
My heart felt connected. 
 
OLIVER  
AL NAMSAWI 
22-year-old Austrian 
Former ISIS Member 
 
[He said,] ‘Do you wanna convert to 
Islam?’ 
I said, ‘Yes, why not?’ 
 
I said the shahada in Arabic  
and then in German. 
 
‘Now you’re Muslim.’ 
 
One of them, he scrolled down his 
phone on Facebook, 
and then he said, ‘Oh, Allah Akbar! Allah 
Akbar!’ 
 
‘They established a Caliphate in Syria.  
All Muslims have to go there now.’ 
 
Everybody shouted,  
‘Allah Akbar!’ and ‘Allah Akbar!’ 
 
I said to myself, ‘I wanna be a good 
Muslim.  
I wanna make it with full my heart.’ 
 
Even if sometimes it may be hard,  
I wanna go through that. 
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I heard about going there to help 
the ummah, the Islamic community. 
 
They are getting oppressed, killed, 
raped, murdered,  
the brothers and the sisters in Syria. 
 
Then I heard there are some other 
brothers. 
They try to defend them, 
 
to protect them,  
to build an Islamic State. 
 
They showed me videos of ISIS 
capturing big cities and  
shouting ‘Allah Akbar!’ and the people 
are celebrating. 
 
He said he will pay everything [for me to 
go to Syria], 
like the hotel, 
 
flight, taxi, food. 
 
Everything you need to pay, 
you can pay with that money. 
 
The next day, we met. 
We drove to the airport to go to Turkey. 
 
TEXT: After a short stay in a safehouse,  
Oliver was smuggled across the border. 
 
I was 16 years old. 
 
It was too much stress for me. 
 
I had two crying babies in my arm, 
and they said, ‘Okay, run, run, run.’ 
 
We run to the border. 

 
There was security fence, you know, 
with shards. 
 
I was jumping over it. 
 
The babies all started crying, 
because it was so much stress. 
 
Then we were driving to the north of 
Syria  
until we arrived in Jarabulus, 
 
where there was  
a big building. 
 
There was like, I think, hundred or two 
hundred people  
on that building who were shouting 
‘Allah Akbar!’ 
 
From everywhere, 
there were people there. 
 
I was like, ‘Alhamdulillah [Praise Be to 
Allah]. Thank God, 
I am away from the kuffar, from the 
disbelievers.’ 
 
‘I’m now with the Muslim community,  
with the brothers, with the heroes of 
Islam.’ 
 
TEXT: Oliver was sent to shariah camp 
and 
then went with a group going to fight in 
Iraq. 
 
When we arrived there [in Tal Afar], 
they told us,  
‘Okay, we can, like, loot these houses.’ 
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‘Like, go inside and if we find money, 
guns or anything, 
we need to bring it to the emir [leader].’ 
 
There were pictures 
on the floor from a wedding. 
 
Every memories.  
So many things was everywhere in the 
houses. 
 
In Syria, you hear a war plane like 
maybe 
one, two, three, four times a day and 
then it disappears. 
 
But, in Iraq, it’s like that the war planes  
are 24/7 flying around your head, 24/7, 
 
and you never know  
if you are the target or not. 
 
[An ISIS member] had two women  
and four children inside this convoy 
 
and all of them got died  
by the attack with the war plane. 
 
I remember he was  
just crying and crying. 
 
Then I ask him, ‘Bro, can I go with you 
back to Syria?  
I don't want to stay here in Iraq.’ 
 
Then he said, ‘Yeah, sure, come with 
me.’  
We drove back to Syria. 
 
I was very happy [in my new life]. 
 
Then I witnessed the [display of] first 
dead people in war. 

It was in Raqqa. 
 
They cut off the head from three Syrian 
army soldiers.  
It was shocking for me. 
 
I was 16 years old it was kinda,  
yeah, not real for me. 
 
TEXT: Oliver worked in a hospital with a 
Tunisian doctor, helping treat war 
injured. 
Then he too was injured in a bombing. 
 
I turned around and at that moment, I 
just hear like one second or less than a 
second the missile coming. 
 
I was like finished. I will die now. I 
remember I lay down.  
I just repeat the shahada. 
 
I said to myself, ‘Now I will die being 
part of ISIS. 
I will 100 percent going to Jahannam 
[hell].’ 
 
TEXT: Oliver survived but had 
his left kidney and spleen removed.  
He is blind in his left eye. 
 
Then they put me inside an apartment  
where they put other injured people. 
 
Second chance what Allah gave me to 
have in life. 
He allowed me to survive that. 
 
I want to do good now. 
I want to get away from from bad. 
 
I told ISIS I wanted 
to make surgery in Turkey. 
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TEXT: Oliver returned to Austria  
where he was sentenced to 30 months  
in prison for joining a terrorist 
organization. 
 
After 20 months, I was released, 
because  
I was doing good and I worked while I 
was in prison. 
 
TEXT: Olivier spent time studying Islam  
with a scholar who helped him 
understand the false claims of ISIS. 
 
I’m happy I didn't do  
anything real bad. 
 
But at the same time, 
I take responsibility that I was part of 
ISIS. 
 
ISIS is everything  
but not Islamic. 
 
ISIS destroyed 
Islam. 
 
ISIS killed 
so many Muslims. 
 
The most victims of ISIS, 
they are Muslim. 
 
TEXT: Following his conviction 
on terrorism charges,  
Oliver went through  
the DERAD-Austria 

rehabilitation program. 
 
TEXT: He now works with  
the organization on  
terrorism prevention,  
rehabilitation and 
reintegration efforts. 
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Volunteering to Build the Islamic 
State 

 
 
 
Speaker – Oliver al Namsawi 
 
Nationality – Austrian 
 
Age – 22 years old  
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Main Message – ISIS claimed to be 
helping the Syrian people and building a 
true Islamic Caliphate, but they were 
committing the same atrocities as the 
Assad regime, caring only about 
protecting their money and their power. 
 
Narrative – Volunteering to Build the 
Islamic State features 22-year-old 
Austrian Oliver al Namsawi, who was 
interviewed by Anne Speckhard in June 
of 2020. The video clip was video edited 
and produced by our ICSVE team.  
Oliver was convinced that traveling to 
Syria was the right thing to do: “I heard 
about going [to Syria] to help the 
ummah, the Islamic community. They 
are getting oppressed, killed, raped, 
murdered, the brothers and the sisters 
in Syria.” He continues, “Then I heard 
there are some other brothers. They try 
to defend them, to protect them, to 
build an Islamic State.” Still, he did not 
intend to fight. “My intention was to 
live there, to help raise an Islamic area, 
not the organization [ISIS].” 
 
He volunteered at a hospital to help 
injured people, but then he was injured 
himself: “There was just a big, huge 
explosion. So incredibly loud. I was fall 
on my face and then everything get 
black. Beep in my ear. I remember I lay 
down.” Repeating the Shahadah 
[profession of faith], Oliver was 
terrified. “I was one hundred and one 
billion percent sure I will die now.” He 
had his doubts about ISIS, and, on the 
verge of death, he was certain: “I will 
die being part of ISIS. I will 100 percent 
going to Jahannam [hell].” He 
continues, “I saw big blood on front of 
me. I had a hole on my body and my 

kidney was hanging outside. Then I, with 
the left arm, I just put it here and 
pressed everything inside, so my 
[organs] don’t fall out my body.” 
 
Oliver had a long way to go to recover: 
“I was blind in my left eye. I didn’t have 
feeling in my right hand. I lost my left 
kidney, my spleen. It was so painful to 
get up [from] the bed […] I was making 
[prayers] to God that if there’s bombing 
again, then let it be inside my face.” He 
hoped that the next bombing would 
make it so that “I wouldn’t have pain 
anymore.” 
 
Oliver convinced ISIS to let him go to 
Turkey for an operation, and from there 
he turned himself in to the Austrian 
Embassy. Looking back, he knows that 
“ISIS is not fighting for the ummah 
[Islamic community]. ISIS is not fighting 
for protecting the Muslims. ISIS is 
protecting their money, is protecting 
their oil.” He says that ISIS is “not 
protecting the poor people what are 
getting raped or what are getting killed 
or something. Because they are doing 
the same. I have started to ask, ‘How 
can they do that?’” He asks, “‘Why they 
behead people? That cannot be Islam.’ 
If this religion is even based on peace 
with giving the salam [Islamic greeting] 
every day to billions and millions to 
people, how can they do such things?” 
 
Oliver participated in a rehabilitation 
program with DERAD-Austria while in 
prison and started a new life. He now 
works with the organization on 
terrorism prevention, rehabilitation and 
reintegration efforts. He says, “I wanna 
show others that there is a way back to 
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the community. There is a way back to 
the society.” 
 
Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video: 
 
Allah created all humans and sent them 
guidance with his Prophets to show 
them the right path. According to Islam, 
those who obey will go to Paradise, and 
those who do not will go to Hell. Allah, 
the Merciful, did not close the door of 
Paradise before the sinners, as he put 
repentance as a way for people who did 
wrong to themselves and to others, to 
go back to their God, and eventually 
have a second chance to go to Paradise.  
 
Being kind to others, especially simple, 
naïve and new Muslims is an obligation. 
There is a beautiful hadith in which a 
Bedouin entered the mosque while the 
Prophet was sitting. He prayed, then 
when he was finished, he said: 'O Allah! 
Have mercy upon me and Muhammad, 
and do not have mercy on anyone along 
with us.' The Prophet turned, towards 
him and said: 'You have restricted 
something that is unrestricted.' It was 
not long before he was urinating in the 
mosque. So, the people rushed to him. 
But the Prophet said: 'Pour a bucket of 
water over it - or - a tumbler of water 
over it.' Then he said: 'You have been 
sent to make things easy (for the 
people); you have not been sent to 
make things difficult for them” (Tirmithi, 
book 1, hadith 147).  
 
ISIS, on the other hand, is not complying 
to the guidance of the Prophet, peace 
be upon him, as misunderstood the 
sacred texts or even worse willfully 
misinterpreted them to their own 

advantages to gain power over others 
and brought disasters upon themselves 
and others. 
 
 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you think that Oliver is telling 
the truth about his time in ISIS? 

• What do you think about Oliver’s 
view that ISIS was just about oil 
and power? 

• Do you agree with Oliver the 
Islamic state was not Islamic?  
Why or why not? 

• Do you think Islam promotes 
peace or jihad? 

• Why do you think Oliver wanted 
to work with DERAD after being 
released from prison? 

• Do you think that Oliver can help 
prevent other people from going 
down the same path he did? 
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Transcript of Volunteering to Build the 
Islamic State 
 
I heard about going [to Syria] to help 
the ummah, the Islamic community. 
 
They are getting oppressed, killed, 
raped, murdered,  
the brothers and the sisters in Syria. 
 
Then I heard there are some other 
brothers. 
They try to defend them, 
 
to protect them,  
to build an Islamic State. 
 
OLIVER  
AL NAMSAWI 
22-year-old Austrian 
Former ISIS Member 
 
When I go to Syria, my intention was 
not to fight. 
My intention was to live there, 
 
to help raise an Islamic area, 
not the organization [ISIS]. 
 
TEXT: Oliver volunteered at a hospital 
treating those injured in ISIS territory. 
However, he too was injured in the 
bombardments of Raqqa. 
 
I hear the missile coming. Not even a 
second. 
I couldn’t do anything. 
 
I cannot 
jump or run or something. 
 
There was just a  
big, huge explosion. 

 
So incredibly loud. 
I was fall on my face and then 
everything get black. 
 
Beep in my ear. 
 
I remember I lay down. 
I just repeat the Shahadah [profession 
of faith]. 
 
I was one hundred and one billion 
percent sure 
I will die now. 
 
Now I will die being part of ISIS. 
I will 100 percent going to Jahannam 
[hell]. 
 
Nothing happened. 
I didn’t die. 
 
Then I got on my knees  
and I saw big blood on front of me. 
 
I had a hole on my body  
and my kidney was hanging outside. 
 
Then I, with the left arm, I just put it 
here 
and pressed everything inside, 
 
so my [organs] 
don’t fall out my body. 
 
People came, took me inside the car 
and  
then they drove to the hospital. 
 
After two weeks, I woke up in the 
hospital. 
Many tubes inside my body. 
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I was blind in my left eye. 
I didn’t have feeling in my right hand. 
 
I lost my left kidney, 
my spleen. 
 
It was so painful to 
get up [from] the bed. 
 
Then they put me inside an apartment 
where they put other injured people. 
 
Really, I was making [prayers] to God 
that 
if there’s bombing again, then let it be 
inside my face, 
 
’cause then it would be directly finished 
and I wouldn’t have pain anymore. 
 
TEXT: Already doubtful of ISIS,  
Oliver determined that ISIS was not 
Islamic. 
 
I’ve seen it. 
I’ve seen that ISIS is not doing Islamic 
things. 
 
ISIS is not fighting for 
the ummah [Islamic community]. 
 
ISIS is not fighting for 
protecting the Muslims. 
 
ISIS is protecting their money, 
is protecting their oil. 
 
But it’s not protecting the poor people 
what  
are getting raped or what are getting 
killed or something. 
 
Because they are 

doing the same. 
 
I have started to ask, 
‘How can they do that?’ 
 
‘Why in such a brutal way with burning 
and torture 
and such brutal things?’ 
 
‘Why they behead people? 
That cannot be Islam.’ 
 
If this religion is even 
based on peace   
 
with giving the salam [Islamic greeting] 
every day  
to billions and millions to people, 
 
how can they do 
such things? 
 
There’s not even one percent 
of peace in their doings. 
 
TEXT: Oliver managed to convince ISIS 
to send him to Turkey for surgery where 
he defected from the group. 
 
I go to the Austrian embassy. 
I told them the story. 
 
I said, ‘I wanna come home. I need a 
passport 
for the airport,’ and ‘What should I do 
now?’ 
 
I showed her the ticket  
and she gave me the passport. 
 
I knew I would  
get arrested directly. 
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Airplane, the door opens. 
There was many, many police officers. 
 
They arrested me and 
 
bring me to jail. 
 
I wanna get to the court and tell them 
what I’ve done  
and get my sentence to start a new life. 
 
TEXT: Following his conviction 
on terrorism charges,  
Oliver went through  

the DERAD-Austria 
rehabilitation program. 
 
TEXT: He now works with  
the organization on  
terrorism prevention,  
rehabilitation and 
reintegration efforts. 
 
I wanna show others that  
there is a way back to the community.   
 
There is a way back 
to the society. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

50



 
 

 

 

 

51



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

A Belgian Family in the Islamic State  
 
 
Speaker - Salma 
 
Nationality – Belgian 
 
Age – 22-years-old  
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Main Message – Blindly following a 
family member into a terrorist group 
happens too often and is always a grave 
mistake. It will likely end badly for you 
and them—possibly in prison or death, 
or both. ISIS is a brutal group. Once you 
join, it’s not easy to leave. 
 
Narrative – A Belgian Family in the 
Islamic State features 22-year-old 
Belgian, Salma, who was interviewed by 
Anne Speckhard in August of 2018 in a 
detention facility in northern Syria run 
by the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic 
Forces (SDF). The video clip was video 
edited and produced by Zack Baddorf 
and our ICSVE team.  
 
Salma, like many who join ISIS, followed 
a family member into the group.  In her 
case, her father, a Tunisian immigrant in 
Belgium, had been searching for a place 
where he could live what he considered 
a truly Islamic life.  He had tried living in 
Tunisia but was disappointed. In 2015, 
he decided to go and join the so-called 
Islamic State Caliphate. “My dad, he 
wanted to live [a] really Islamic life,” 
Salma tells viewers. “He just said life is 
better here. You can wear your whole 
hijab and we’re not oppressed here.” In 
Belgium, Salma was wearing a full hijab, 
covering her neck and shoulders. She 
explains how she experienced 
discomfort mixing with mainstream 
Belgian society because of it. 
 
Salma’s parents had divorced, leaving 
her vulnerable, and she was also very 
attached to her father.  She admits 
being very naïve about ISIS, saying, “I 
never watched [ISIS YouTube videos],” 
and that she didn’t know much about 

the group. Her father’s endorsement 
was enough to convince her to follow. 
On that note, she explains, “Just for my 
dad to say ‘I’m not coming back!’[from 
Syria] was enough for me to come 
actually.” 
 
She admits doing a cursory search on 
the Internet. “I looked up, like, “How’s 
life in ISIS?” but that wasn’t really 
anything on YouTube.”  Just 19 years 
old, Salma flew to Istanbul without 
telling her mother.  With the help of 
someone she met on Twitter, she then 
crossed into Syria.  
 
Salma entered ISIS territory and moved 
in with her father, who was already 
working for ISIS. Soon after, her father 
arranged with a co-worker for her to 
marry his son. Salma’s husband fought 
for ISIS in Iraq but soon became 
disillusioned with the group. “He didn’t 
like it anymore. He didn’t like the way 
ISIS thinks,” she explains. Salma’s father 
also become disillusioned and together 
the three decided to defect and return 
home to Belgium through Turkey.   
 
Salma, however, was already pregnant. 
The family decided to simply try to drive 
out of ISIS territory but were stopped on 
the way. “They took my dad to prison. 
They interrogated him,” Salma recalls. 
“And then they came and took us. They 
put us in prison,” she further adds.  ISIS 
tortured her father and husband in 
prison. 
 
While her husband was held in prison 
for refusing to fight with ISIS, her father 
convinced her to try to flee with him 
again, telling her that it would be easier 

53



 
 

for her husband to escape on his own 
rather than burdened with a wife and 
newborn. Salma and her father tried to 
flee again, but their smuggler, who was 
working for ISIS, betrayed them. 
Apprehended at a checkpoint, Salma’s 
father, knowing he would end in prison 
and likely be beheaded, as was the ISIS 
practice for a second attempt at 
escaping, began to walk away. “They 
started shooting on us. They killed all 
the men. [My father] died in front of 
me,” Salma recounts. Even though she 
was carrying a baby she recounts, “I got 
a bullet in my back and a bullet [in] 
other places.” Salma ended up 
separated from her newborn and was 
put in an ISIS prison for a month. 
 
Despite what happened to her father, 
Salma and her husband tried to escape 
again.  In that attempt, they made it out 
of ISIS territory, but were apprehended 
by the Syrian Kurdish forces (YPG). She 
is now detained in the Syrian territory 
controlled by the YPG. 
 
“Of course [being detained is] hard! You 
want freedom,” Salma explains. “You 
want to get out. It’s just psychological. 
It’s difficult. I have a son and I’m 
pregnant seven months.” Salma has 
since had her baby and continues to live 
with her newborn to the camp, despite 
the poor medical conditions in the 
camp. “Of course, I wanna go home. I 
wanna go to my mother,” Salma states.  
She doesn’t know if Belgium will allow 
her to come home or accept her 
children back.  “Being in prison with 
your kid is worse, I think than being in 
prison alone, because you see him 
suffer,” she states, reflecting on the 

collective punishment that is occurring, 
where children are being detained due 
to their parent’s traveling to ISIS-
controlled territory. 
 
Reflecting on her time inside ISIS, Salma 
doesn’t think that ISIS follows Islam. 
“They’re bad Muslims. They’re not 
Muslims!  Don’t even call them 
Muslims, please! It just gives a bad 
name to Muslims,” she states. 
 
Salma agrees that Belgium has the right 
to prosecute her. “If they put me in 
prison, that’s the consequences of my 
mistakes,” she states.  To her viewers, 
she warns, “Don’t even look up ISIS. 
Forget ISIS.” 
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Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
Groups like al Qaeda and ISIS argue that 
it’s every Muslims individual duty to 
fight jihad in behalf of other Muslims 
and to further Islam, yet most Islamic 
scholars do not agree.  The Islamic State 
is not a name that just anyone can 
allege to hold, as is the case with al 
Qaeda, ISIS and other similar groups. 
Rather, it is a matter of practicing the 
real commandments of Allah and his 
Prophet (PBUH). ISIS’s atrocities are too 
obvious, to an extent that if a man 
denies them he would be ridiculed. In 
Islam, if you allege something and you 
practice its contradiction then you 
would be regarded as a hypocrite, as 
Allah says in the Quran: “They conceal 
in themselves what they do not disclose 
to you [O Muhammed].” Surah Al Imran 
(The family of Imran), Ayah No. 154. 
 
In Islam these atrocities carried out by 
ISIS are regarded as great sins and they 
have to be punished because they harm 
innocents. About perpetrators of crimes 
such as ISIS has carried out upon the 
people, Allah says: “The recompense of 
those who make war against Allah and 
His Messenger and spread corruption in 
the land is that they are to be killed or 
crucified, or have their hand and a foot 
cut off on opposite sides, or be expelled 
from the land. For them is shame in this 
world and a great punishment in the 
Everlasting Life.” Surah al-Maeda (the 
food table), Ayah No. 33. Unfortunately, 
ISIS claims this verse in their own behalf 
when they call everyone who is not with 
them as unbelievers (i.e. claim Takfir for 
them), but in truth only Allah judges the 
hearts of those who believe or fail to 

believe in him and he is the ultimate 
judge of who has harmed the people 
and the religion of Islam, which surely 
ISIS has done. 
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Discussion Questions: 

• What do you feel watching this
video?

• Do you believe Salma is telling
the truth about her time in ISIS?

• What do you think of her blindly
following her father into ISIS?

• Did you know that many terror
attacks have been carried out by
siblings, one following the other
into terrorism?  Would you
follow a family member?

• Do you think Salma is at
present—or will be in the
future—a danger to Belgian
society or would ever return to
ISIS after her father was killed by
them?

• Do you believe that having a
close family member already
involved in a violent extremist
group can serve as a predictor of
an individual becoming involved
in violence or violent
extremism? If so, why?

• What do you think about
collective punishment—that is,
holding children of ISIS parents
in detention with them?

• Do you believe that detention
camps housing ISIS wives,
including their children, may
breed a new generation of
militants?

• What do you believe should be
done with ISIS wives who did not
fight or engage in violence?

• What do you believe should be
done with their children?

• If returned to their home
countries, what can be done in
the case of children who may be
too young to understand ISIS-
related stigma (e.g. discussing
the death of their ISIS fathers,
bombs, caliphate)? What can be
done to bring more sensitivity to
the issue, including avoiding
alarming others about these
children’s return?
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Transcript of A Belgian Family in the 
Islamic State  
 
A Belgian Family in the Islamic State  
 
SALMA 
22-year-old Belgian  
Wife of an ISIS Soldier 
 
My dad, he wanted to live [a] really 
Islamic life. 
 
My dad came first [to the Islamic State]  
and then he called me [in July 2015]. 
 
He just said, ‘Life is better here. You can 
wear your whole hijab and we’re not 
oppressed here.’ 
 
Just that my dad said, ‘I’m not coming 
back!’ was enough for me to come 
actually. 
 
I never watched [ISIS YouTube videos]. 
 
When my dad called me, I tried to watch 
on YouTube. 
 
I looked up, like, ‘How’s life in ISIS?’ but 
there wasn’t really anything on 
YouTube. 
 
And, he convinced me to come. So I 
came. 
 
TEXT: Just 19 years old, Salma flew to 
Istanbul without telling her mother with 
whom she lived. 
With the help of someone she met on 
Twitter, she then crossed into Syria. 
 
They entered me in a pickup [truck] and 
they took to a women’s house. 

 
In Bab Lemon, I stayed for a week and 
then they [took] me to Raqqa. 
 
In Raqqa, it’s like a big house full of 
women. 
 
I told them that I have my dad here and 
they looked up for him and they 
brought him. 
 
TEXT: Eventually, Salma got married to a 
Tunisian ISIS fighter. Her father is 
originally from Tunisia. 
 
My husband was a soldier in Iraq. 
 
But when we got married, he went [to 
fight in Iraq] three times. 
 
And then he stopped going. 
 
He didn’t like it anymore. He didn’t like 
the way ISIS thinks. 
 
They have a problem in the religion, 
how they do stuff. 
 
Mostly they punish with death. It’s the 
most common punishment. 
 
And, after almost three months of 
marriage, I got pregnant. 
 
He stopped going to work and then [my 
father, husband and I] tried to get out of 
ISIS. 
 
But so many things happened. 
 
It’s very difficult to get out. 
 
We were gonna cross the border. 
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We went to the last [check]point of the 
last town. 
 
The problem is we were a [large group]  
and the Free Syrian Army was advancing   
and everybody was evacuating from 
that little town. 
 
Us going to there was a little bit 
suspicious and when we are going 
there’s a car of [the ISIS] police that 
comes. 
 
They’re saying to my dad, ‘Why are you 
taking your family?’ He’s like, ‘Oh, [we 
are] just [going] here.’   
 
[The ISIS police] were like, ‘Yeah, no. We 
know.’   
 
And then they came and took my dad. 
They left us in a house first.   
 
They took my dad to prison. They 
interrogated him. 
 
And then they came and took us. They 
put us in prison. 
 
But then we needed to evacuate al Bab, 
so they evacuated and they took us to 
Raqqa. 
 
They wanted us, to put us in a women 
house but we women, we ran away. 
 
When they put my husband and my dad 
in prison, my dad, because he’s older, 
he just stayed two weeks and he got 
out. 
 
But my husband, because he’s younger, 
he stayed a long time.  

He stayed like almost six months. 
 
TEXT: ISIS tortured her father and 
husband.    
 
TEXT: Salma and her father tried to flee 
again, but their smuggler was actually 
working for ISIS and betrayed them. 
 
TEXT: They were stopped at a 
checkpoint. 
 
So my dad was like, ‘Yeah, no, I’m not 
staying here. Let’s go!’ 
 
So we started walking and then they 
started shooting on us.  
 
They started shooting on us. They killed 
all the men. 
 
[My father] died in front of me. 
 
I got a bullet in my back and a bullet [in] 
other places. 
 
TEXT: Salma ended up in an ISIS prison 
for a month. 
 
They came and interrogated me like, 
‘Why do you want to go? You should 
fear God.’ 
 
And, I said, ‘Yeah, big mistake!’ Just 
playing the game with them. 
 
And then I got out. They put me in a 
women’s house and then my husband 
got out of prison. 
 
TEXT: Salma and her husband then tried 
to escape again.   
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Two months we stayed and we got out 
[of ISIS-held areas]. 
 
TEXT: Then, in January 2018, she was 
caught by Syrian Kurdish forces known 
as the YPG.  
She is now detained in Camp Roj in 
Syrian territory held by the YPG.   
 
Of course, [being detained is] hard. You 
want freedom. 
 
You want to get out. It’s just 
psychological. It’s difficult. 
 
I have a son and I’m pregnant seven 
months. 
 
But, being in prison with your kid is 
worse, I think, than being in prison 
alone, because you see him suffer. 
 
He’s one year and a half, so he doesn’t 
really understand. 
 
So he thinks it’s fun.   
 
He goes out. He sits in front of the tent, 
takes stones  and starts throwing [at] 
everyone. So, it’s all fun. 
 
But, for me, really, just seeing him like 
this, he almost needs to go to school.  
 
 Normally he needs to play with stuff. 
 
TEXT: Salma doesn’t think that ISIS 
follows Islam. 
 

They can say, ‘It’s Islam,’ but it’s not 
really. 
 
No, no, they’re bad Muslims. They’re 
not Muslims. 
 
Don’t even call them Muslims, please! 
That just gives a bad name to Muslims. 
 
When you go to Syria, they hate us. 
They hate them. They hate ISIS. 
 
I heard about slaves. I heard about how 
they treat slaves. 
 
That was also a reason [to leave ISIS]. 
That’s why I’m saying they’re wrong. 
 
Because how they treat slaves was not 
[in] the Islamic way of treating slaves.   
 
TEXT: Salma may be imprisoned if she 
returns to Belgium.  
Her husband may be sent back to 
Tunisia, if his country takes him. 
 
Of course, I wanna go home. I wanna go 
to my mother. 
 
My sister got so many kids. I don’t even 
know them. My family doesn’t know my 
kid. 
 
If they put me in prison, that’s the 
consequences of my mistakes so I will 
have to live with them. 
 
Don’t even look up ISIS. Forget ISIS. 
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A Belgian Serving the Islamic State in Syria 
 
Speaker – Younes Delefortrie 
 
Nationality – Belgian 
 
Age – 27-years-old 
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Main Message – Sometimes having a 
tough childhood can make converting to 
Islam look attractive but mixing up the 
true messages of Islam with what 
groups like ISIS, al Nusra, and al Qaeda 
offer as their interpretation of Islam can 
take your life even further off track.   
 
Narrative – A Belgian Serving the 
Islamic State in Syria features 27-year-
old Younes Delefortrie who traveled to 
Syria early in the conflicts and then 
returned back to Belgium. Younes was 
interviewed in February 2016, in 
Antwerp, Belgium by Anne Speckhard. 
The video clip was video edited and 
produced by Zack Baddorf and our 
ICSVE team.  
 
In this video, 27-year-old Younes, whose 
story is also featured more fully in the 
book, ISIS Defectors: Inside Stories of the 
Terrorist Caliphate, tells of being raised 
by an alcoholic mother and partying as a 
teen. He references experiencing casual 
relationships which, as he puts it, were 
“without any value.”  
 
Growing up Catholic in multi-cultural 
Antwerp, Younes learned about Islam 
from his Moroccan friends with whom 
he smoked marijuana. Attracted by their 
stories of warm families and nurturing 
mothers and a religion that forbade 
alcohol, Younes converted to Islam.  
Seeking for the truth in his new religion, 
Younes quickly separated from his 
Moroccan friends and sought out 
guidance from the newly forming 
Shariah in Belgium group which became 
a feeder organization for sending 
Belgian youth into Syria.  Bearded and 
wearing Islamic clothes, Younes 

experienced police and community 
harassment as he began actively 
proselytizing for them on the street. 
“Every time we were on the street, we 
get arrested, suppressed, discriminated, 
put in jail for like 12 hours,” he states, 
“and get released just for talking 
[proselytizing] on the streets. We were 
under the eyes of the state security. 
Everyone was tapped [on] the phones, 
and it’s not fun to live without privacy.”   
 
Ultimately, Younes became frustrated in 
Belgium. In 2013, he impulsively 
decided to make hijra – following an 
extremist belief that Muslims living 
among unbelievers should migrate to 
lands under Muslim rule. There he 
joined an early formation of ISIS. The 
militants put him in a group of French-
speaking French and Libyan foreign 
fighters, where he claims that he 
declined to swear his bayat (fealty) but 
served them nonetheless as a guard. 
While Younes reserved his right to leave 
ISIS, he admits that once ISIS formed its 
Caliphate, there was no possibility of 
voluntarily leaving and ISIS beheaded 
those who tried.  
 
Younes was disturbed by the fitna or 
strife that was occurring between al 
Nusra (an al Qaeda affiliate in Syria) and 
ISIS at the time he was in Syria. 
Likewise, he wanted his girlfriend to join 
him, so he decided to head back home, 
again traveling via Turkey.  Back home 
in Europe, Younes was arrested and 
later prosecuted and sentenced to three 
years of suspended jail time  
and a suspended 15,000 Euro fine. 
Despite this, Younes was not mandated 
into any deradicalization or 
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psychological treatment program and 
appears to remain deeply committed to 
ISIS’s goals and ideology. He endorsed 
the 2015 Paris attacks as legitimate 
revenge for the U.S. led coalition 
bombings in Syria and later told 
journalists the same about the 
Zaventem airport and subway attacks in 
Brussels.  He showed a journalist an ISIS 
flag displayed in his bedroom and one 
sewed onto the back of his hoodie 
jacket. 
 
Younes did attempt to return to his 
original profession of baking and even 
opened his own bakery.  However, Gert 
Wilders, a far-right anti-immigration 
politician effectively shut him down by 
publicizing Younes’s prior terrorist 
affiliation.  After his interview with 
ICSVE Younes was imprisoned by 
Belgian authorities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
Taking hijra [migration] is a pretext ISIS 
used to convince people in other 
countries, mainly the West, to come to 
their so-called Caliphate. In Islam, hijra 
is obligatory to a Muslim when he is in 
real danger, either for his life, his 
family’s life, or his and his family's 
religion are under serious threat, a thing 
that is scarcely seen in the West. Younes 
was harassed by law enforcement not 
for being a Muslim but for propagating 
and inciting with a group that has been 
totally shut down by authorities and 
found guilty of sending youth to fight in 
Syria. This is different than being 
persecuted simply for being a Muslim.  
 
The interpretation of the sacred 
scriptures is not an easy task. Scholars 
spend at least 15 years studying various 
books and disciplines to be able to 
interpret the real messages of the 
scriptures. ISIS's scholars, on the other 
hand, do not have this capacity, as is 
obvious from their activities. ISIS is 
interpreting some Quranic texts 
claiming that only they know the real 
will of Allah. This is a clear fabrication 
on behalf of Allah.  
 
In the Quran, Allah is quoted saying: 
"Say, oh Muhammed, those who 
fabricate lies about Allah will not 
succeed" Surah Yunus, Ayah No. 10. 
Exactly this state of being unsuccessful 
happened in the past for Khawarij who 
rebelled against Islam and is happening 
now for ISIS, and is believed by Islamic 
scholars to keep happening for anyone 
who fabricates lies against Allah. 
Prophet Muhammed also stated in the 
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Quran that: “There will come to the 
people years of treachery, when the liar 
will be regarded as honest, and the 
honest man will be regarded as a liar; 
the traitor will be regarded as faithful, 
and the faithful man will be regarded as 
a traitor; and the Ruwaibidah will decide 
matters.’ It was said: ‘Who are the 
Ruwaibidah?’ He said: ‘Vile and base 
men who control the affairs of the 
people.” Sunan Ibn Majah, Hadith No. 
4172. Likewise, Ali Bin Abi Talib [the 
Prophet’s son-in-law] quoted the 
Prophet (PBUH) as saying: “There will 
come to the people a time when non 
are left from Islam but its name, and 
non is left from the Quran but its script, 
their mosques are well-built but they 
are empty from guidance, their scholars 
are the worst people under the sky, 
sedition comes from them and comes 
back to them” al-Baihaqi in Shu’ab al-
Iman, (3/317-318). Perhaps the time of 
ISIS is what they were speaking of?  Be 
careful of false claims about Islam from 
those who are not true scholars of our 
religion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

• What do you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you believe his story, as 
Younes tells it? 

• What do you think about his 
mother’s alcoholism playing a 
role in Younes deciding to 
convert to Islam? 

• Does it seem that new converts 
to Islam and their desire to find 
and discern the true Islam may 
make them vulnerable to being 
recruited into terrorist groups 
that claim to have the truth? 

• Do you think Younes should have 
been imprisoned for his time 
serving a terrorist group in Syria? 

• What do you think of Gert 
Wilders tweeting about Younes 
when after returning from Syria, 
he tried to make a new life in 
Antwerp as a baker, but was 
shut down instead? 

• Do you think Younes would 
benefit from psychological or 
Islamic-related counseling? 
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Timed transcript of A Belgian Serving 
the Islamic State in Syria video: 
 
A Belgian Serving the Islamic State in 
Syria 
 
0:01 We are raised in haram [the 
forbidden].  
 
0:02 We are raised with [romantic] 
relationships.  
 
0:03 We are raised with a lot of things 
that are not according [to] Islamic 
standards.   
 
0:08 Growing up Catholic, Younes 
responded to his mother’s severe 
alcoholism, violence and  

ultimate abandonment of her 
children by himself starting to drink and 
party. 
 
0:14 The partying and the 
relationships without any value made 
me realize  
 
0:20 that life without borders is not 
actually the right life to live  
 
0:24 and it’s better for human beings 
to have standards to live on.  
 
0:28 I was religious. Religion was a 
part of my life from the beginning to the 
end.  
 
0:32  Younes converted to Islam after 
hanging out with second-generation 
Moroccans in his  

native Belgium.    
 

 0:36 They told him about their warm, 
close families and Islam not allowing 
alcohol.  

Given his history, he found this 
attractive.   
 
0:41 YOUNES 

DELEFORTRIE 
ISIS Recruit   

 
They were more like, ‘Ok, this is 

really clearcut. Black [and] white and no 
gray zones.’  
 
0:48 This Is probably a good way to 
live my life.  
 
0:51 I didn’t change my religion. I just 
updated the version.   
 
0:55 I have an opinion. I have a 
religion. People can find it ‘radical’ or 
whatever. 
 
1:02 Younes soon moved beyond his 
Moroccan friends who smoked 
marijuana.   
 
1:05 He adopted more rigid Islamic 
practices, ultimately joining Shariah for 
Belgium,  
 

which wanted to bring shariah 
law to Belgium.  
 

There was resistance to this in 
his city of Antwerp. 
 
1:13 In Belgium, there was no place 
to talk free[ly] anymore.  
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1:16 Every time we were on the 
street we get arrested, suppressed, 
discriminated, put in jail  

for like 12 hours,  
 
1:23 and get released just for talking 
[proselytizing] on the streets.  
 
1:26 We were under the eyes of the 
state security.  
 
1:30 Everyone was tapped [on] the 
phones, and it’s not fun to live without 
privacy.   
 
1:35 Religion is not only a way of 
living, but it’s a system. It’s a whole 
complete package. 
 
1:41 Younes became frustrated in 
Belgium and impulsively decided to 
make hijra – 

following an extremist belief that 
Muslims living among unbelievers 
should migrate  

to lands under Muslim rule. 
 
1:47 If you don’t see the possibility to 

make yourself useful in your 
society, you change your society. 
You go to another place.  

 
1:53 It’s our duty to help people out, 
and to invite people to religion,  
 
1:57 and to defend the honor of our 
religion and that kind of things.  
 
2:02 [Hijra] is a religious duty.  
 
2:04 At the end of 2013, I left to go to 
Syria. 
 

 2:07 Younes flew to Istanbul and then 
traveled to Gazientep where he was 
smuggled  

across the border into Syria. 
 

2:12 There was somebody waiting 
with a big van to get us to the 
police station of the Islamic 
[police].  

 
2:18 They [the militants] checked 
everything: my computer, my phone, 
my belongings. 
 
2:22 I said I want to make myself here 
useful,  
 
2:24 according to my capacities.  
 
2:26 They were agreed.  
 
2:27  The militants—an early 
formation of ISIS put in him a group of 
French-speaking  

French and Libyan foreign 
fighters. 
 
2:34 So they put me in a house. 
Everybody was doing an evening dinner.  
 
2:36 They were eating at the ground 
in the center of a very big house – a 
mansion actually.  
 
2:43 The first week, of course, was 
being used to the situation  
 
2:47 – the evening bombings.  
 
2:49 You get used to it very quickly. 
 
2;52 Younes refused to give his bayat 
[pledge of allegiance] to ISIS. 
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2:55 I want to live with you people, I 
want to make myself useful, protecting 
the place, checking out houses, and 
whatever.  
 
3:01 But I don’t want to like I’m 
forced to stay with you people.  
 
3:06 Because I want to check out first 
what’s going on. 
 
3:09  While Younes reserved his right 
to leave ISIS, he admits that once ISIS 
formed its  
 

Caliphate, there was no 
possibility of voluntarily leaving and ISIS 
beheaded those who  

tried. 
 
3:14 After the second week, they 
gave me an AK-47.  

They explained how to clean it, 
how to reload it.  
 
3:20 They also provided me with 
grenades.  
 
3:22 There [were] also two grenades 

underneath my pillow [for] the 
state of emergency and that kind 
of things.  

 
3:27 There was one time we were 
attacked  

by the Free Syrian Army,  
 
3:31 that I had to walk around with 5 
of those RPGs rockets up my back. 
 
3:35 According to court documents, 
on Facebook, Younes named his 
employers as Jabhat al- 

Nusra and Revolusi (Revolution) 
Dawlah al-Islamiah (Islamic State). 
 
3:40 Eventually, Younes decided to 
leave Syria. He had been robbed while 
being smuggled  

into Syria and wanted to ask his 
girlfriend to return [to Syria] with him.   
 
3:45 When it didn’t work out with his 
girlfriend, he returned to his ex-wife in 
the  

Netherlands. 
 
3:48 At the front door, [there were] 
police waiting at the door. I ran back 
away,  
 
3:53 [hid] in the car, in the trunk of 
the car for like two, three hours. [My ex-
wife] was  

arrested.   
 
4:00 So I called the police. I said, 
‘What do you want from me?’  
 
4:04 We met up at the gas station. 
Two police cars came.  
 
4:07 And they asked me to get out my 

… . They thought I had a [suicide] 
belt or something, I don’t know.  

 
4:12 And they let me go. 
 
4:08 Later, Younes was arrested and 
sentenced to three years of suspended 
jail time  

and a suspended 15,000 Euro 
fine.  
 
4:14 Younes was not mandated into 
any deradicalization  
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or psychological treatment 
program despite remaining  

deeply committed to ISIS’s goals 
and ideology. 
 
4:22 While in Syria, Younes had 
noticed political infighting between ISIS 
and al Nusra. 
  
4:26 For me, [fitna, or strife between 

Muslims] is not a legitimate 
reason to fight for something.  

 
4:30 My thoughts and my prayers 

always were with the people 
who were fighting for Islam and 
for the safety of the Muslims.    

 
4:37 It’s a shame that people are 

being [manipulated] and being 
sold out by other governments  

 
4:44 for other agendas than the 
Islamic agenda.   
 
4:47 Younes admits, that despite still 

supporting ISIS, he is disturbed 
by reports that ISIS emirs forced 
trainees, including children, to 
carry out executions. 

 
4:53 It’s counterproductive. 

Of course, every person who 
dies, it’s a shame. 
 
4:58 Younes also admits that he gets 
upset when ISIS soldiers kill civilians. 
 
5:01 Every innocent person who’s 

been killed [by ISIS] is a crime. 
That’s not allowed [in Islam].   

 

5:06 The children are always 
innocent.  
 
5:08  However, Younes told ICSVE 
researchers that he saw the November 
2015 Paris attacks  

as legitimate revenge for the 
U.S.-led coalition bombings of Syrian 
territories. 
 
5:14 He told journalists that he still 
supports ISIS, congratulated the group 
on its March 22,  

2016 bombings of the Zaventem 
Brussels airport and the Brussels 
subway, and showed  

a journalist an ISIS flag in his 
bedroom. 
 
5:21 Younes remains under 
surveillance in Belgium. 
 
5:24 Younes did attempt to return to 
his original profession of baking  

and even opened his own 
bakery.   
 
5:28 However, a far-right anti-

immigration politician effectively 
shut him down by publicizing 
Younes’s prior terrorist 
affiliation. 

 
5:33  The Truth Behind the Islamic 
State 
 
5:37 Sponsored by the International 
Center for the Study of Violent 
Extremism 
 www.ICSVE.org 
 
5:42 See more at 
www.TheRealJihad.org 
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A Belgian Wife Discovers Victory in 
the Islamic State Caliphate 

 
 
 
Speaker – Cassandra 
 
Nationality – Belgian 
 
Age – 23-years-old
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Main Message – The Islamic State was 
hell on earth for young women 
manipulated into leaving their families 
and homes to live under the so-called 
Caliphate. When they arrived in Syria, 
they realized that they had not moved 
to an Islamic utopia, but rather a brutal, 
tyrannical regime completely 
antithetical to Islam. 
 
Narrative – A Belgian Wife Discovers 
Victory in the Islamic State Caliphate 
features 23-year-old Belgian Cassandra, 
who was interviewed by Anne 
Speckhard in August of 2018. The video 
clip was video edited and produced by 
our ICSVE team. 
 
Cassandra was forced to grow up early. 
She had converted to Islam as a 
teenager, and her “family didn’t accept 
me, because I wore the [Islamic] veil.” 
She left school at 14 and her family 
home at 15. For two years, her mother 
supported Cassandra by renting her an 
apartment, but “at 17, I got married. In 
fact, I had to get married because my 
mother lost the apartment. So suddenly, 
I was in the street.” 
 
Cassandra’s new husband was much 
older than her and already embedded in 
the militant jihadist lifestyle. He 
convinced her to leave Europe and join 
ISIS with him in Syria. As soon as 
Cassandra arrived, she realized there 
was no turning back: “It was my 
husband who took my passport and tore 
it up […] My husband told me that it’s a 
passport for miscreants and keeping it 
means you recognize their laws.”  
 

Cassandra was scared from the 
beginning, but her life in ISIS would only 
worsen. She recalls, “The hisbah [Islamic 
police] and shurta [ISIS police] put 
people in jail for nothing. They whipped 
people for nothing. They executed 
people for nothing. It’s done publicly. 
They pose the bodies and people come 
visit.” Cassandra was horrified by ISIS’s 
displays, but she was perhaps even 
more horrified by her husband’s 
reaction to ISIS’s atrocities: “They 
mounted severed heads on all the 
trucks. I was shocked, because it was my 
first year. I had just arrived in Syria. I 
asked my husband, ‘What is this?’ He 
answered, ‘This is victory!’ I was 
shocked.” 
 
Despite her misery, Cassandra was 
determined to make life better for those 
around her. She explains, “I adopted 
[three] Syrian [orphans]. Actually, these 
kids are not Sunni. They are Shia. No 
one wanted to adopt them, because 
they were Shia. In fact, ISIS had 
executed all their family members. I 
wanted to adopt them to give them 
affection and give them a good life.”  
 
Cassandra wanted to leave ISIS and take 
her children with her, but the only way 
to leave ISIS was unconscionable to her. 
She was invited, like many other 
Europeans, to return home to attack on 
ISIS’s behalf. Cassandra was horrified by 
such attacks, saying that those in 
“Belgium impacted me more than [the 
attacks in] France because it’s my 
country. All the attacks [in Europe] 
shocked me, because they are 
[attacking] civilians.” She remembers 
ISIS members celebrating after the 
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Belgium attacks and feeling that “if 
there was true justice, the earth would 
not see anything [like these attacks].” 
 
Looking back, Cassandra advises other 
Europeans to walk away from ISIS’s 
online propaganda and manipulation. 
She recalls, “[I watched] videos, 
[browsed] the Internet. [ISIS] used the 
woes of Western people to manipulate 
them […] ISIS used the woes of people 
to say, ‘Ah, look, we made a Caliphate.’ 
‘We make an Islamic country where you 
can live religiously.’” According to 
Cassandra, this was seductive to 
Westerners who are harassed and 
attacked for wearing niqab and going to 
the mosque. 
 
Now, Cassandra realizes, “If people 
want non-Muslims to convert to Islam, 
they need to be shown something good. 
If they are shown fear and malice, they 
won’t want to convert to our religion. I 
should have listened to my parents […] I 
hope that my country will not abandon 
me.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video: 
 
Inquiring and confirming the news are 
two important obligations on every 
Muslim. In our world today we find a lot 
of sources for the news, which are not 
well verified and many of them 
contradict each other, so, what is the 
position of a Muslim in this situation? 
The Quran tells us, “Believers, if an 
evildoer brings you a piece of news, 
inquire first, in case you should 
unwittingly wrong others and then 
repent of what you have done” (Surah 
al-hujurat, Ayah 6). A Muslim should not 
rush into action without confirming the 
news. Prophet Muhammed, peace be 
upon him, said, “Deliberateness is from 
Allah, and haste is from the Satan” 
(Tirmithi, book 27, hadith 118).  
 
The story of Prophet Solomon, peace be 
upon him, with the hoopoe is a great 
example, as Allah says when narrating 
the hoopoe, “I know what you do not 
know. I come to you from Sheba with 
certain news. There I found a woman 
ruling over them. She possesses 
everything and has a great throne. But 
she and her people prostrate to the sun 
instead of Allah. And Satan has made 
their deeds seem pleasing to them and 
barred them from the Path, and 
therefore they are not guided. Do they 
not prostrate themselves to Allah who 
brings forth all that is concealed in the 
heavens and earth and He knows what 
they hide and what they reveal? Allah, 
there is no god except He, the Lord of 
the Mighty Throne. He [Solomon] 
replied: 'We shall see if what you have 
said is true or whether you are among 
those who lie” (Surah al-naml, Ayah 22-
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27). So, Solomon wanted to inquire and 
confirm what the hoopoe told him, I 
hope all Muslims take that example as 
an obligation before rushing into actions 
which might have disastrous reflections 
such as believing the lies of ISIS, even 
those reported in the mainstream news.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you believe Cassandra’s 
depiction of her life in ISIS? 

• How do you think Cassandra’s 
rejection by her family 
influenced her decision to join 
ISIS? 

• Do you think that if Cassandra 
would have been able to stay 
living with her family, she would 
have gotten married so young? 

• What do you think about 
Cassandra’s husband’s claim 
that you should not follow 
Western country’s laws? 

• Do ISIS’s punishments and their 
public displays seem Islamic to 
you? 

• Shia are seen as apostates by 
ISIS. What do you think of 
Cassandra’s decision to adopt 
three Shia orphans? 

• What kind of intervention do 
you think would have helped 
Cassandra not leave Belgium to 
join ISIS? 
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Transcript of A Belgian Wife Discovers 
Victory in the Islamic State Caliphate 
 
At 14, I quit school. At 15, I left home on 
my own. 
At 17, I got married. 
 
In fact, I had to get married because my 
mother  
lost the apartment. So suddenly, I was in 
the street.    
 
My family didn’t accept me, 
because I wore the [Islamic] veil.   
 
So suddenly, I got married to 
have a life on my terms. 
 
TEXT: Eighteen-year-old Cassandra 
and her Algerian-French husband  
left Europe to join ISIS. 
 
It was my husband who 
took my passport and tore it up. 
 
It was a crisis for me. 
I broke everything in the house. 
 
TEXT: CASSANDRA 
23-year-old Belgian 
ISIS Wife 
 
My husband told me that it’s a passport 
for miscreants 
and keeping it means you recognize 
their laws.   
 
Keeping it means you  
intend to return [to Belgium]. 
 
So, he told me  
he would never let me leave. 
 

I hated my husband. 
 
[Belgium] is my country. It’s my nation, 
and even if they are not Muslims, I’m 
originally Belgian. 
 
Before being Muslim or whatever,  
we are first of all humans. 
 
TEXT: While Cassandra quickly began to 
realize the so-called Islamic State was 
not in fact Islamic, she became 
emotionally numb to all the violence 
surrounding her. 
 
You know when you see [ISIS] from the 
outside on TV  
or their videos, you realize these things 
[are sick].   
 
But when you live within it, 
it seems normal to you, in fact. 
 
For example, the hisbah [Islamic police]  
and shurta [ISIS police] put people in jail 
for nothing.   
 
They whipped people for nothing. 
They executed people for nothing. 
 
It's done publicly.  
They pose the bodies and people come 
visit. 
 
I remember the first year that I was in 
the Islamic State, 
there was a checkpoint and they had big 
pickup trucks.      
 
They played nasheeds [Islamic songs], 
then they mounted severed heads on all 
the trucks.   
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I was shocked, because it was my first 
year. 
I had just arrived in Syria. 
 
I asked my husband, ‘What is this?’ 
He answered, ‘This is victory!’ 
 
I was shocked. 
 
After that, I understood that  
I truly am in a war zone. 
 
It's more impactful for the teenagers 
and the children than for me. 
 
I adopted [three] Syrian [orphans].   
 
Actually, these kids are not Sunni.  
They are Shia. 
 
No one wanted to adopt them, 
because they were Shia. 
 
In fact, ISIS had executed  
all their family members. 
 
I wanted to adopt them to give them 
affection 
and give them a good life. 
 
I became attached to these children. 
 
I wanted to leave 
but with my children. 
 
At first [ISIS] didn’t say much 
[about these Shia kids], 
 
but then they told me, ‘These are 
children of the devil.  
How can you have them in your home?’ 
 
It's really... it’s inhuman! 

 
TEXT: As they did with many European 
ISIS members, 
ISIS attempted to recruit Cassandra 
to stage an attack in Belgium. 
 
In fact, [ISIS] orders  
who must attack Europe. 
 
But when there are plans,  
they don’t tell any one. 
 
They do not talk about their project,  
but one day someone disappears.   
 
[ISIS] announces,  
‘Oh, he's dead. He’s no longer with us.’    
 
ISIS trains them. They pay for their 
passports, 
so they can cross the borders [back into 
Europe]. 
 
[The ISIS attacks in] Belgium impacted 
me more 
than [the attacks in] France because it's 
my country.   
 
All the attacks [in Europe] shocked me, 
because they are [attacking] civilians.   
 
[The victims] were children, women, 
men. 
We [Muslims] do not kill like that. 
 
If there was true justice, the earth 
would not see anything [like these 
attacks].   
 
That day [after the Belgium attacks],  
they shot [their weapons in celebration] 
in the city. 
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TEXT: Cassandra advises Muslims in the 
West to  
not fall for ISIS Internet propaganda 
calling  
on them to stage attacks in their 
homelands. 
 
[Those watching ISIS propaganda are] 
completely ignorant,   
because he has neither lived there nor 
seen those things. 
 
So, to realize and to wake up from the 
manipulation,  
it’s necessary to live this and then they’ll 
wake up. 
 
If we follow [ISIS] from behind a 
computer screen, 
we will never wake up. We will just fall 
into it. 
 
Of course, [I love Belgium]. 
It's my country. 
  
No matter what religion others have,  
it's my country. 
 
I lost five years of my life for nothing.   
 
I arrived here at the age of 18  
instead of enjoying life in my own 
country.     
 
I was doing fine [in Belgium]. 
I had a small apartment. I went to 
parties. 
 
So, after I converted to Islam, I thought 
it was  
going to help me. But, no, it stifled me.   
 
At first, I accepted  

a totally normal Islam. 
 
Then I started to follow 
the Israel-Palestine conflict. 
 
And beyond that, [I watched] videos, 
[browsed] the Internet. 
 
[ISIS] used the woes of Western people  
to manipulate them. 
 
In Western countries, some women are 
harassed  
for wearing the niqab [full body Islamic 
covering]. 
 
They are attacked, 
because they go to the mosque. 
 
ISIS uses the woes of people to say,  
‘Ah, look, we made a Caliphate.’ 
 
‘We made an Islamic country  
where you can live religiously.’ 
 
So, they manipulated people  
who were simply attached to Islam — 
not to terrorism. 
 
TEXT: Cassandra says Muslims  
can practice Islam freely in the West. 
 
Those people say 
[that’s not possible].    
 
Just be nice to people. If you're nice to 
people,  
people will be nice to you. 
 
The key is to demonstrate good 
behavior. 
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If people want non-Muslims to convert 
to Islam,  
they need to be shown something good.   
 
If they are shown fear and malice,  
they won’t want to convert to our 
religion 
 
I should have listened to my parents.     
 

All youth should listen to their parents.    
 
We think we know everything.   
 
We wildly throw ourselves into projects. 
At the end, we realize we were 
completely wrong. 
 
I hope that my country 
will not abandon me. 
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Following my Father into the Islamic 
State Caliphate 

 
 
Speaker - Salma 
 
Nationality – Belgian 
 
Age – 22-years-old  
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Main Message – ISIS is a horribly brutal 
group that intentionally kills civilians. 
When it comes to deciding whether or 
not to join them it’s important to not 
blindly follow family members or 

naïvely believe their propaganda but to 

be careful and judge their claims and 
actions in comparison to what Islamic 
scholars teach and by heeding the 
warnings of those who have actually 
been inside the group. 
 
Narrative – Following my Father into the 
Islamic State Caliphate features 22-year-
old Belgian, Salma who was interviewed 
by Anne Speckhard in August of 2018 in 
a detention facility in northern Syria run 
by the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic 
Forces (SDF). The video clip was video 
edited and produced by Zack Baddorf 
and our ICSVE team.  
 
We often hear how recruitment into 
terrorism can be a family affair, with 
siblings recruiting one another, or when 
it comes to ISIS, with whole families 
traveling to join the ISIS Caliphate, led 
by a matriarch, father or elder sibling. 
Family members often join together to 
express solidarity or a sense of shared 
purpose and identity. Likewise, many 
youth whom we have interviewed or 
spoken to their parents about, who 
joined ISIS, found themselves vulnerable 
to ISIS recruitment during or after their 
parents’ divorce. Facing the break-up of 
their families, they became vulnerable 
to seeking surety and comfort 
elsewhere.   
 
In the case of Salma, her father, a 
Tunisian Belgian, had been very 

outspoken and expressive about the 
values to live by according to Islam and 
the Quran. In fact, Salma explained that 
he had moved with Salma after his 
divorce to Tunisia to accomplish exactly 
that. He wasn’t satisfied there, 
however, and the two returned to 
Belgium, from where her father 
ultimately left in 2015 to join the ISIS 
Caliphate, believing it would deliver him 
the most authentic Islamic lifestyle. 
 
Salma said her father called her briefly 
from Syria to tell her that he had joined 
the ISIS Caliphate and that he was 
satisfied that they were actually building 
an Islamic State. Salma recounts that he 
told her, “Life is better here. You can 
wear your whole hijab. We’re not 
oppressed here.” Her father’s statement 
reflects how many European Muslims, 
particularly women who wear niqab (a 
full face covering) or a full hijab 
(covering their neck and shoulders), and 
Muslim men wearing short pants and 
beards, often feel discriminated against 
and marginalized by mainstream 
European society. Salma refers to this 
explaining, “[In Belgium], sometimes 
you feel targeted. You feel watched 
upon if you’re not the same like them. If 
your head is covered, you’re wearing 
hijab this big and everything, you’re 
watched upon.”  
 
Over the past decade, ICSVE researchers 
have talked to hundreds of first and 
second generation European Muslims of 
immigrant descent, particularly in 
Belgium, who feel this sense of 
oppression. Some have told how they 
were turned away from jobs or renting 
an apartment based on their name, 
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dress or other indicators of being a 
Muslim of immigrant descent. Most deal 
with this frustration nonviolently, but 
some become attracted to groups like 
ISIS that offer them dignity and purpose 
inside the ISIS “Caliphate” promising 
that every Muslim of any color or 
ethnicity is accepted and that Islamic 
ideals will be lived out.  
   
When Salma’s father called to tell her 
about his journey into ISIS, he advised 
that he was going to embark on ISIS’s 
weapons training and would be out of 
contact during the next month. Salma 
responded with deep longing and recalls 
impulsively deciding to follow him, “Just 
that my dad said, ‘I’m not coming back,’ 
was enough for me to come actually.” 
Salma’s Belgian mother, a 
nonimmigrant, was still in Belgium but 
Salma didn’t consult with her.  
 
Salma was also naïve about ISIS.  She 
admits, “I never watched [ISIS YouTube 
videos],” but, “When my dad called me, 
I tried to watch on YouTube. I looked up 
like ‘How’s life in ISIS?’” She found 
nothing illuminating, but with the help 
of someone she met on Twitter, she 
arranged to travel and cross into Syria. 
Salma was just 19 years old at the time 
and brimming with hopeful expectancy.  
 
Upon her arrival into ISIS, Salma was 
able to avoid being placed in the ISIS 
women’s house and went to live 
immediately with her father who had 
returned from the training. Upon 
return, Salma’s father was assigned by 
ISIS to collect “zakat,” the taxes of the 
Islamic State, and was at first happy 
with life inside the Caliphate. One of his 

Tunisian colleagues proposed his son in 
marriage for Salma, and they married—
fulfilling ISIS expectations that young 
women do not stay unmarried. 
 
Salma and her family, however, quickly 
realized that ISIS acted against Islamic 
principles and became deeply uneasy 
inside the group. They tried to escape 
twice but were caught both times.  All 
were jailed, with the men tortured. On 
their second escape, Salma’s father 
talked her into trying to leave while her 
husband was being held in ISIS prison; 
this time imprisoned for refusing to fight 
for the group.  The second attempt 
ended in tragedy, as they were caught 
and Salma’s father and all the men with 
them were gunned down in front of the 
women, even a small boy.  Salma herself 
was hit with a barrage of bullets as she 
clutched her two-months-old baby in 
her arms.  
 
Salma continued to be disgusted by the 
group but was unable to escape. She 
recalls learning about the ISIS attacks on 
the Belgian Zaventem airport and at first 
being in total disbelief. When her 
relatives back home confirmed it was 
true, she recalls hoping that her family 
was not among those killed at the 
airport.  
 
She condemns ISIS for targeting 
innocent civilians. “It’s like going to 
school and killing people. They don’t do 
anything,” she states. “If you wanna kill 
people, I don’t know, kill people that are 
doing something to you. Go kill people 
that are killing you.”  She further adds, 
“killing people who are innocent, they 
don’t have anything. They’re just going 
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there. It could have been me there. And 
what did I do?”  
 
The fact that Salma kept in touch with 
relatives back home is not unusual. In 
our interview sample (n=271 ISIS 
cadres), ICSVE has found that most 
European men and women constantly 
called home, to their mothers 
particularly.  For the men, ties with their 
fathers were often broken by their 
recruiters having condemned Muslim 
fathers for having brought their families 
to and for continuing to live in kufr 
(unbeliever) lands, and often the ISIS 
fighters replaced fathers as role models.  
But ties with mothers are rarely broken 
and could have been—or could in the 
future—be used to convince their 
offspring to quit the group and escape if 
possible. In this case, Salma was 
separated from her mother, but many 
are not, and mothers, if coached by 
professionals, may become a powerful 
force in rescuing their offspring from 
the clutches of terrorist groups like ISIS.  
 
While Salma is still young and lived a 
sheltered life inside ISIS, she came 
across as extraordinarily naïve about 
global politics and terrorism and didn’t 
seem to comprehend that ISIS considers 
their attacks on Western countries as 
revenge attacks for the U.S. led coalition 
airstrikes on ISIS. “I don’t .... Did 
Belgium really kill? Did Belgium really 
send people? I don’t know,” she asks 
herself. “Did I send the alliance [to 
Syria]? Did I say to Belgium go bomb 
people?” Her answer is, “No. Most 
people in Belgium don’t even know. 
They don’t really follow [the news] that 
Belgium allied to kill ISIS. I didn’t even 

know ISIS in 2014. We heard sometimes 
about them but we didn’t really,” she 
states. 
 
Her words highlight the need for more 
preventative education among 
vulnerable populations in countries like 
Belgium. Clearly, in 2015 she lacked a 
clear understanding about ISIS and what 
the group stood for, and like other 
Europeans we have interviewed, may 
not have believed anything in the 
Western press that showed negative 
images of, or spoke against the group, 
simply discounting it as Islamophobic 
Western propaganda.  
 
This is one of the reasons we at ICSVE 
believe that our Breaking the ISIS Brand 
Counter Narrative videos are powerful 
tools for breaking through denial in 
vulnerable sectors of society by using 
actual insiders to tell what they saw and 
experienced inside the group and to use 
emotionally evocative images to help 
open up youth to discussing things they 
might generally try to avoid speaking 
about with those who might guide and 
protect them from terrorist 
recruitment.  
 
Salma appears naïve about many issues, 
but she is clear about what constitutes 
Islamic “martyrdom.” She states, “Self-
suicide for killing people, it’s not even 
allowed in Islam. So, I don’t know from 
where they got that [justification].”   
 
Salma finally did manage to escape from 
ISIS, and her husband later made it out 
as well.  Both escaped into Kurdish held 
territory in northern Syria and are now 
held in separate detention facilities run 
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by the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic 
Forces (SDF). Salma states, “Of course, I 
wanna go home. I wanna go to my 
mother.” Belgian authorities, however, 
are refusing to take back their citizens 
from among the ISIS foreign fighters 
that they have caught, despite the SDF 
arguing that it is their responsibility to 
do so.   
 
While arguments can be made for 
prosecuting them in place, as opposed 
to taking them to their home countries 
where evidence might be lacking to 
procure successful prosecutions, 
Salma—like most of the captured ISIS 
wives—now has two young children 
who are caught in the middle.  Salma 
was seven months pregnant at the time 
ICSVE researchers interviewed her and 
feared needing another Cesarean 
section, and the camp seemed to be an 
extremely uninhabitable place in which 
to raise a newborn. The mothers live 
with their small children in worn out 
tents and it’s cold in the winter. There 
are no vaccinations. Medical care and 
nutrition are lacking. Some children in 
this camp have already died of typhoid. 
All the mothers fear winter conditions 
for their children's well-being and 
survival. Some had Western passports 
before their parents took them into ISIS, 
others were born in Raqqa, or like 
Salma’s baby, were born in detention. 
 
Salma ends her video warning youth not 
to be taken in by terrorist propaganda, 
stating, “They know how to make 
everyone think that you’re happy.  And 
they know how to brainwash people.” 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
ISIS, and other groups like it, manipulate 
the sacred religious texts in order to 
recruit people, or to appear as though 
they are the holders of Islam in their 
time. Also apparent in their conduct, is 
the fact that they don’t possess real 
knowledge to understand the texts and 
to derive the needed laws and 
contemporary practices out of it. The 
scholars of Islam, such as Sahih al-
Bukhari, Sahih Muslim and others, have 
made enormous efforts to collect the 
authentic hadiths of the Prophet and 
have compiled many books that contain 
these hadiths. True Islamic scholars 
understand which are authentic hadiths 
that can be trusted and will always 
discuss and interpret verses in the 
context of when they were written, and 
what else the Quran and hadiths say on 
the same subject, versus cherry picking 
texts to support terrorist violence. 
 
Terrorist groups restrict and shrink the 
path of Islam into their ideology, 
capitalizing on fear and offering only 
suicide terrorism which they refer to as 
“martyrdom” as the pathway of 
redemption, so as to recruit more 
people who may have sinned.  The way 
of ISIS is death, not life. Islam on the 
other hand, deals with life and how to 
prosper and thrive in and for your 
society to live a better life. Even 
regarding working up to the final 
moments of the earth’s existence, the 
Prophet (PBUH) advised: "If the Final 
Hour (doomsday) comes while you have 
a palm-cutting in your hands and it is 
possible to plant it before the Hour 
comes, you should plant it." Bukhari, al-
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Adab al-Mufrad, book No. 1. Hadith No. 
479. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

• What do you feel watching this 
video? 

• Can you relate to Salma 
following her father’s call 
blindly? 

• Salma said she felt “watched 
upon” when she was wearing 
hijab.  What do you think could 
be done to make society more 
accepting of diversity in dress, 
standards of personal modestly 
and religious practices? 

• What do you think of a group 
that targets innocent civilians by 
bombing an airport or nightclub 
for instance? 

• What do you think of the ISIS 
claim that attacking civilians is 
retaliation of Western bombing 
of ISIS that also killed civilians? 
Do you believe the West was 
aiming at ISIS leadership or 
intentionally targeting civilians? 

• Is killing yourself to kill others 
allowed in Islam?  Why or why 
not? 

• Do you think it’s possible to be 
brainwashed by watching ISIS 
propaganda? 

• Do you ever get carried away 
watching highly emotional 
videos or by religious claims?  
How can you protect yourself 
from reacting without careful 
judgment and evaluation? 
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Transcript of Following my Father into 
the Islamic State Caliphate 
 
SALMA 
22-year-old Belgian  
Wife of ISIS Soldier  
 
[In Belgium], sometimes you feel 
targeted.  
You feel watched upon if you’re not the 
same like them. 
 
If your head is covered, you’re wearing 
hijab this big  
and everything, you’re watched upon.   
 
TEXT: Salma was born in Vilvoorde, 
Belgium. 
 There, she was a practicing Muslim, 
wearing a hijab and praying regularly. 
 
My dad, he wanted to live the really 
Islamic life. 
 
My dad came first [to the Islamic State]  
and then he called me [in July 2015]. 
 
He just said, ‘Life is better here. You can 
wear  
your whole hijab. We’re not oppressed 
here.’ 
 
Just that my dad said, ‘I’m not coming 
back,’ 
was enough for me to come actually. 
 
I never watched [ISIS YouTube videos]. 
 
When my dad called me, 
I tried to watch on YouTube. 
 
I looked up like ‘How’s life in ISIS?’  

but there wasn’t really anything on 
YouTube. 
 
And, he convinced me to come. 
So I came. 
 
TEXT: Just 19-years-old, Salma flew to 
Istanbul without telling her mother.  
With the help of someone she met on 
Twitter, she then crossed into Syria. 
 
TEXT: Salma then spent several years  
in ISIS territory.   
 
TEXT: However, Salma and her family 
quickly realized that ISIS fighters were 
not good Muslims and acted against 
Islamic principles. 
 
TEXT: Salma condemns  
the ISIS attack against 
the Belgium Zaventem airport. 
 
It’s like going to school and killing 
people. 
They don’t do anything. 
 
If you wanna kill people, I don’t know,  
kill people that are doing something to 
you.  
 
Go kill people that are killing you. 
 
First thing, I was like, 
‘I hope my family is not in the airport.’ 
 
I didn’t actually believe it, because there 
were  
so many rumors [about] attacks, 
attacks.   
 
I contacted my family, and 
 they were like, ‘No, it’s true.’ 
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I was like, ‘No, it’s not the airport of 
Zaventem!  
How will they enter Zaventem, you 
know?’ 
 
I was like, ‘It should be Charleroi, a little 
airport,’ 
and they were like, ‘No, it’s Zaventem.’ 
 
I’m like, ‘Whoa.’ 
 
TEXT: ICSVE asked Salma whether she 
knows  
that ISIS considers these revenge 
attacks 
for the U.S.-led coalition bombings of 
ISIS  
in Syria and Iraq. 
 
I don’t ... . Did Belgium really kill?  
Did Belgium really send people? 
 
I don’t know. 
 
And even, self-suicide for killing people, 
it’s not even allowed in Islam.  
 
So I don’t know from where  
they got that [justification].  
 
Killing people on the battlefield, I find,  
it’s not the same as killing people just 
passing by, you know. 
 
Killing people on the battlefield,  
they have guns shooting at you. 
 
If you kill him, 
ok, you’re defending yourself. 
 
But killing people who are innocent, 

they don’t have anything. They’re just 
going there. 
 
It could have been me there.  
And what did I do?  
 
Did I send the alliance [to Syria]?  
Did I say to Belgium go bomb people? 
No. 
 
Most people in Belgium don’t even 
know.  
 
They don’t really follow [the news] 
that Belgium allied to kill ISIS. 
 
I didn’t even know ISIS in 2014.  
We heard sometimes about them but 
we didn’t really.   
 
TEXT: Salma says people  
should question ISIS propaganda. 
 
They know how to make everyone  
think that you’re happy.   
 
And, they know how to brainwash 
people. 
 
TEXT: Salma tried to escape  
ISIS control multiple times. 
 
TEXT: After ISIS killed her father and 
tortured her husband, Salma managed 
to flee ISIS heading for Turkey, despite 
being pregnant. 
    
TEXT: She and her son were arrested 
while passing through territory 
controlled by the Syrian Defense Forces 
(YPG). 
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TEXT: They were detained at Camp Roj, 
Syria. 
 
TEXT: Salma gave birth to her second 
child and  
remains with her newborn and toddler 
in the camp, which is desolate and 
unsuitable for children. 
 
TEXT: There are no vaccinations. 
Medical care and nutrition are lacking. 
Some children in this camp have already 
died of typhoid. Especially as winter 

approaches, all the mothers fear for 
their children's well-being and survival. 
 
TEXT: It is uncertain if Belgian 
authorities  
will allow Salma and her children 
 to return to Belgium.   
 
TEXT: Of course, I wanna go home. 
I wanna go to my mother. 
 
TEXT: My sister got so many kids. I don’t 
even know them. 
My family doesn’t know my kids.
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Following my Husband into the 
Islamic State Caliphate 

 
 
 
Speaker – Cassandra 
 
Nationality – Belgian  
 
Age – 23-years-old 
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Main Message – ISIS uses propaganda 
to trick Westerners into believing that if 
they travel to Syria, they will be able to 
help the besieged Syrian people while 
living under a righteous and just Islamic 
State. In reality, they face a tyrannical 
regime which brutally enforces arbitrary 
rules and treats women as prisoners. 
Once you enter ISIS, you discover the 
harsh truth about their so-called 
“Caliphate,” but by that time it is too 
late to escape. 
 
Narrative – Following my Husband into 
the Islamic State Caliphate features 23-
year-old Belgian Cassandra, who was 
interviewed by Anne Speckhard in 
August of 2018. The video clip was video 
edited and produced by Zack Baddorf 
and our ICSVE team.  
 
Cassandra was a teenager when she 
converted to Islam. Living in Belgium, 
she claims that it was the Islamophobia 
she faced that drove her to extremism. 
Initially, she says, “I was fine but when I 
saw how people abandoned me, it filled 
me with hate.” Her xenophobic father 
physically abused her and kicked her out 
of her house after she began covering 
herself. Cassandra’s mother rented her 
an apartment to live in, but Cassandra 
was left homeless when her mother was 
unable to keep it. In order to survive, 
Cassandra got married for the first time 
when she was only 17. 
 
Cassandra’s first two marriages, 
although they did not last, provided a 
stark contrast to her previous life. She 
recalls, “I saw how the Arabs were 
united in their homes, so that pushed 
me toward them, in fact.” In her third 

marriage, to an Algerian-French man 20 
years her senior, Cassandra started 
down a path of terror and tragedy. 
Cassandra describes how her husband 
persuaded her to travel to Syria: “He 
showed me videos of torture by Bashar 
[al Assad’s regime]. So, suddenly, my 
heart hurt. I wanted to do something for 
them.” Still, she was hesitant, so her 
husband changed tactics: “He said that 
if I didn’t follow him, he would divorce 
me. [He said] he would take a second 
wife, which is something I can’t accept.” 
 
In order to keep her family together, 
Cassandra followed her husband to 
Syria in 2013, and her experience was 
initially positive. It was not long, 
however, before she learned the truth 
about ISIS. Her husband had a job 
constructing explosive vehicles and told 
her that “[they were for attacks] against 
all enemies […] Against anyone.” 
Cassandra was confused: “[In the 
Quran,] when we go to war, we do not 
involve civilians. If you go to war, it’s 
your problem. Don’t involve the 
civilians. I certainly didn’t come here to 
make war.” 
 
Cassandra wanted to help the Syrian 
people, but instead she lived in a state 
of perpetual fear, especially of the 
hisbah, the morality police: “They 
whipped people for nothing. They 
executed people for nothing. It’s done 
publicly. They pose the bodies and 
people come visit. Well, I thought that 
one day it could be me in their place 
since they execute people for nothing.” 
Horrified, Cassandra tried to escape, but 
her husband caught her. She 
remembers, “He was shaking me and 
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slamming me against the wall. Then he 
locked the front door so I couldn’t go 
out.” In addition to physically abusing 
her, Cassandra’s husband abused her 
psychologically as well: “He checked my 
phone conversations. Then he 
completely cut me off from my 
mother.” She adopted three Shia 
orphans, but “ISIS took [the children].” 
 
What was going on outside her house 
during the siege of Raqqa was just as 
terrifying. Cassandra recounts, “The 
[Coalition] drones looked everywhere 
where there was life. The problem was 
that ISIS men put on niqabs [women’s 
robes] like women. So, for the drone, 
there’s no difference [between men and 
women].” Cassandra narrowly escaped 
being hit by mortars, but her husband 
was killed during the siege. 
 
The death of her husband gave 
Cassandra the opportunity to escape. 
After hiding from ISIS in fear of being 
forced to remarry, as ISIS widows often 
are, she surrendered to the Syrian 
Democratic Forces, who are now 
detaining her.  
 
Cassandra is no longer in ISIS, but she is 
neither free nor safe. ISIS women in the 
detention camps have given her trouble, 
as she explains, “The people who are 
extremist say I’ve left the religion. They 
insult me. All the time, they steal my 
belongings from my tent. It’s 
unbearable. I had to put the veil back on 
to avoid problems with them.” There 
have been reports of these same 
women burning tents and assaulting 
and even killing guards and other 
women. 

 
Now, Cassandra realizes, “[ISIS] is not 
the leader of the world. They should 
calm down. Leave people in peace. 
Children are dead. Women are dead. 
[ISIS] brothers are dead. People are 
wounded. So what did they achieve?” 
About her hope to return to Belgium, 
even if she has to go to prison, she says, 
“It’s my country. It’s mine. It’s my 
nation. I’m waiting for my country to 
come and get me. I’m really waiting for 
my country, and I hope that my country 
won’t abandon me.” 
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Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
In Islam the rights of the husband over 
his wife are great, as she also has to 
obey him and treat him well, as he has 
to do the same. But if the husband told 
his wife to do something which is 
against the orders of Allah, then she is 
not obligated to obey him, as Prophet 
Muhammed, peace be upon him, said 
“A creature is not to be obeyed when it 
involves disobedience to the Creator” 
(Mishkat al-Masabih, 3696). 
 
ISIS made many claims and promises 
concerning their Caliphate to those who 
travelled there.  But the Muslim has to 
be careful when hearing and believing 
news, as Allah says, “Do not follow what 
you do not know. The hearing, sight, 
and heart, about all these, you shall be 
questioned” Surah al-Isra, Ayah 36). 
What if a Muslim commits a mistake? 
All humans commit mistakes, that is the 
nature with which Allah has created 
them. But Allah has opened the door to 
repent, Prophet Muhammed, peace be 
upon him, said, “All the sons of Adam 
are sinners, but the best of sinners are 
those who repent often” (Related by 

At·Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah with a strong 

chain of narrators). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you think that Cassandra 
was telling the truth about her 
time in ISIS? 

• How do you think Cassandra felt 
when she was mistreated by her 
father after converting to Islam? 

• What do you think Cassandra 
thought when she saw the 
differences between Muslim 
families in Belgium and her 
own? 

• Do you think that Cassandra’s 
husband knew what he was 
getting into when he went to 
Syria? 

• How do you think Cassandra felt 
in Syria, not speaking the 
language? 

• Why do you think ISIS publicly 
punished people and displays 
their executed corpses? 

• Why do you think Cassandra’s 
husband was so angry when she 
tried to escape? 

• How do you think Cassandra felt 
when her husband was killed in 
Raqqa? 

• How do you feel about 
Cassandra trying, by adopting 
them, to save Shia children 
whose parents were most likely 
executed by ISIS? 

• What do you think of the 
women in the SDF camp who 
continue to enforce ISIS’s rules? 
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Transcript of Following my Husband 
into the Islamic State Caliphate 
 
I had a normal life  
until I converted to Islam. 
 
When I was young, I was a little 
aggressive. 
 
I quit school when I was 14.   
 
I had a boyfriend  
who was Moroccan-Tunisian. 
 
He was the one 
who gave me the Quran. 
 
CASSANDRA 
23-year-old Belgian 
ISIS Wife 
 
At first, I was fine but when I saw how  
people abandoned me, it filled me with 
hate. 
 
In fact, I had to leave the house,  
because my father doesn’t like things 
that are foreign. 
 
In fact, he doesn’t accept  
anything that is foreign. 
 
There were times  
when [my father] hit me. 
 
My family didn’t accept me, 
because I wore the [Islamic] veil.   
 
My mother rented an apartment  
in her name to put me in. 
 
In fact, I was forced to get married [at 
age 17],  

because my mother lost the apartment 
so suddenly. 
 
So, suddenly, I was in the street.    
 
I saw how the Arabs were united in their 
homes, 
so that pushed me toward them, in fact. 
 
There is obedience. 
Children respect their parents.   
 
They are more or less religious, 
not like in the European homes. 
 
TEXT: Cassandra married and divorced 
two Muslim men. Her third marriage 
was to an Algerian-French man. 
 
It was [my husband]  
who introduced me to Syria. 
 
He was older than me.   
 
At that time,  
he was 44 years old.   
 
He'd had this [jihadi] ideology for 20 
years. 
 
He showed me videos of torture 
by Bashar [al Assad’s regime].    
 
So, suddenly, my heart hurt.  
I wanted to do something for them.   
 
He told me he had to go [to Syria]. 
 
[When I hesitated about going,]  
he started making threats.   
 
He said that if I didn’t follow him,  
he would divorce me.   
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[He said] he would take a second wife,  
which is something I can’t accept. 
 
He left before me, 
and I was very saddened by his 
departure. 
 
So, I followed him. 
 
TEXT: Despite not knowing any Arabic,  
Cassandra flew to Istanbul  
and then crossed into Syria in 2013. 
 
I didn’t realize where I was going, 
because I'm very impulsive, in fact. 
 
I do things without thinking about it.   
 
The adrenaline! 
 
So I arrived there, 
and I was well received. 
 
I didn’t see [the reality] right away. 
 
TEXT: After a month in a border town in 
Syria, Cassandra and her husband 
moved to Raqqa. 
 
[My husband] did not fight [for ISIS].   
 
He was constructing 
their explosive vehicles. 
 
[They were for attacks] against all 
enemies, he said.  
Against anyone. 
 
[I was upset] because the workshop 
was just below [our apartment]. 
 
It could explode at any time. 

 
I kicked them out.    
 
They changed where they worked.  
I told them, ‘It's not possible [here]!’ 
 
[In the Quran,] when we go to war,  
we do not involve civilians. 
 
If you go to war, it’s your problem. 
Don’t involve the civilians. 
 
I certainly didn’t come here to make 
war. 
 
Me, I just wanted to help the Syrians, 
just do something for them. 
 
And, in the end,  
I did nothing at all. 
 
It wasn’t what I expected. 
 
For example, the hisbah, the shurta [ISIS 
police]  
put people in jail for nothing.   
 
They whipped people for nothing. 
They executed people for nothing. 
 
It's done publicly.  
They pose the bodies and people come 
visit. 
 
Well, I thought that one day it could be 
me 
in their place since they execute people 
for nothing.   
 
When you live in war, these things don’t 
affect you anymore. You become 
inhuman. 
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They played nasheeds [Islamic songs]  
then they mounted heads on all the 
trucks. 
 
I was shocked, because it was my first 
year [with ISIS]. 
I had just arrived in Syria. 
 
TEXT: Cassandra tried to escape ISIS,  
but her husband stopped her 
and punished her. 
 
He was shaking me and slamming me 
against the wall. 
Then he locked the front door so I 
couldn’t go out. 
 
There was no chance [to escape], 
because my husband had the neighbors 
watch me.    
 
He checked my phone conversations. 
Then he completely cut me off from my 
mother. 
 
Then I adopted [three] Syrian children.  
I became attached to these [Shia] 
children.   
 
I wanted to leave [ISIS], 
but with my children. 
 
ISIS took [the children] from me. 
 
During the siege of Raqqa, we moved to 
different neighborhoods each time our 
neighborhood was demolished.      
 
The [Coalition] drones looked 
everywhere 
where there was life.    
 
The problem was that ISIS men 

put on niqabs [women’s robes] like 
women.   
 
So, for the drone, there’s no difference 
[between men and women]. 
 
[Coalition forces] started  
to fire mortars at us. 
 
I went out to go to the cellar and 
at that moment there was a [bomb] that 
hit behind me. 
 
My husband died during the siege of 
Raqqa. 
 
TEXT: After his death,  
Cassandra started hiding  
from ISIS in various homes. 
 
Then I surrendered to the Kurds, in fact.    
 
Before it was harder to do. There were 
checkpoints everywhere on the roads to 
reach the Kurds. 
 
But, since it was near the end,  
there were fewer and fewer [ISIS] 
fighters.   
 
So, it was easy. 
 
TEXT: Cassandra is now detained by the 
Syrian Democratic Forces  
in a camp in northern Syrian.  
Other female detainees from  
the ISIS hisbah [Islamic police]  
still try to enforce ISIS rules there. 
 
Initially, I was not wearing the veil. 
The people who are extremist say I’ve 
left the religion.   
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They insult me. 
 
All the time, they steal my belongings 
from my tent. 
It's unbearable. 
 
I had to put the veil back on 
to avoid problems with them. 
 
I tell [others] to focus on their studies 
for the future,  
to stay away from these conflicts and to 
be neutral. 
 
Because when you are seeing 
propaganda,  
you don’t realize it. 
 
You find yourself being bombed, 
and they leave you to die in the 
bombings. 
 
Yet they promise you peace and 
security. 
 
At the end, when you risk your life,  
you realize that there’s a problem. 
 
[ISIS] did nothing in the end.    
 
They wanted to build a so-called Islamic 
State, 

yet in the end, they were destroyed by 
all sides.     
 
They challenged America. They have 
planes.  
They have weapons. While we [ISIS] 
have nothing.   
 
It’s complete nonsense. 
 
[ISIS] is not the leader of the world. 
They should calm down. Leave people in 
peace. 
 
Children are dead. Women are dead. 
[ISIS] brothers are dead. People were 
wounded.   
 
So what did they achieve? 
 
TEXT: Cassandra wants to 
return home to Belgium. 
 
It's my country. 
It’s mine. It’s my nation. 
 
I'm waiting for my country 
to come and get me.   
 
I’m really waiting for my country,  
and I hope that my country won’t 
abandon me. 
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From Belgian Prison to the Islamic 
State Caliphate 

 
 
 
Speaker – Beatrice 
 
Nationality – Belgian  
 
Age – 31-years-old 
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Main Message – ISIS uses propaganda 
to seduce and lure people from all over 
the world into joining them. These 
people often do not have a deep 
understanding of Islam and are taken in 
by ISIS’s manipulation of Islamic 
scripture. It is only once they join ISIS 
that these Westerners find out that ISIS 
is not a utopia, but rather a violent, 
destructive group that does not truly 
adhere to Islamic values and teachings. 
 
Narrative – From Belgian Prison to the 
Islamic State Caliphate features 31-year-
old Belgian Beatrice, who was 
interviewed by Anne Speckhard in 
October of 2018 in Camp Roj, Syria. The 
video clip was video edited and 
produced by our ICSVE team.  
 
Beatrice’s life was plagued by hardship. 
Born in a Belgian prison where her 
mother was incarcerated, she was 
raised for the first twelve years of her 
life by her mother’s boyfriend until he 
died of cancer. After that, Beatrice was 
sent to an orphanage. She dropped out 
of school after seventh grade and began 
working as a waitress. She drank and 
smoked hashish until meeting a Belgian 
man of Moroccan descent.  
 
Before she got married, Beatrice 
converted to Islam. Although her 
marriage did not last, her commitment 
to Islam did. As Beatrice admits, “I had 
jahilliya [ignorance of Islam],” but she 
wanted her life to change. She wanted 
Allah to forgive her for her past sins. So, 
she says, “I learned a little about Islam 
and then I heard about hijrah,” the 
extremist belief that Muslims have the 

obligation to migrate to lands ruled by 
shariah law. 
 
Beatrice began her quest to take hijrah 
on the Internet, like many Westerners 
who join ISIS. First, she considered going 
to Malaysia or Indonesia, but then she 
learned about Syria and ISIS. Knowing 
very little about Islam, she was easily 
taken in by ISIS’s Internet propaganda. 
Although people in her life tried to 
dissuade her from joining ISIS, Beatrice 
did not listen to them. She says, “I was, 
you know, like the horse that have this 
[blinders] to don’t see anything.” In her 
own words, Beatrice was “really stupid” 
to make the decision to go to Syria.  
 
After one failed attempt to enter Syria 
through Turkey, Beatrice was so 
determined to go there that she paid a 
smuggler to take her to the Turkish-
Syrian border through Germany and 
Bulgaria. From there, she was taken 
along with many others to a house 
where her passport was confiscated. It 
was at this point that she started to 
realize that she may have made a 
mistake. She was further confused by 
ISIS’s requirement that she live in a 
madhafa, a women’s house, until she 
got married. ISIS refused to explain the 
reasoning behind this, but Beatrice 
nevertheless lived in the madhafa for 
two months before marrying a French 
foreign fighter.  
 
Like Beatrice, her husband had been 
misled by propaganda. He didn’t want 
to fight for ISIS and was imprisoned. 
Even after he was released, the couple 
felt that they were constantly being 
spied on. Beatrice was afraid to leave 
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her house or talk to anyone for fear that 
she would be reported. As she recalls, “I 
know some people, they tried to escape 
and some, they found out. They went to 
police of ISIS and they say, ‘They want 
to go out’ and that’s it.” 
 
Nevertheless, Beatrice and her family 
attempted to escape over and over 
again. One smuggler delivered them 
straight to ISIS at a checkpoint. While 
her husband was imprisoned again for 
this escape attempt, Beatrice considers 
themselves lucky: “My husband stayed 
in prison for a short time, not so long. 
Praise be to Allah! I know some people, 
they stayed three months in prison. 
Some they killed.” 
 
Finally, Beatrice found safe passage out 
of ISIS with her baby son by joining a 
convoy to Kurdish-controlled territory. 
While Beatrice is now held in detention 
by the Syrian Democratic Forces, her 
husband is held by Kurdish forces, called 
the SDF. 
 
She reflects on the influence the 
Internet had on both her and her 
husband: “Why are we all here [in 
detention]? It’s because we’ve been the 
victims of propaganda. All that we saw 
in the propaganda videos, when we got 
there, we found out it was false.” As 
Beatrice now knows, ISIS “invented a 
totally fictitious Islam. The practices 
they have are not part of Islam.” She 
learned all too late that “the reality is 
chaos. It’s manipulation, lying, 
treachery, and they played with Islam, 
in fact.” 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
A Muslim has to be sure of the incoming 
news. The Quran says: “Believers, if an 
evildoer brings you a piece of news, 
inquire first, in case you should 
unwittingly wrong others and then 
repent of what you have done.” Surah 
al-Hujurat (the private apartments), 
Ayah No. 6. The atrocities of terrorist 
groups like ISIS are so obvious, but their 
media seduces naive people to join 
them and then they find out the reality 
only after it is too late to retreat. Islam 
urges us not to throw ourselves and 
families into bad situations, as the 
Quran says: “And do not cast into 
destruction with your own hands. Be 
good doers; Allah loves the good doers.” 
Surah al-Baqarah (the cow), Ayah No. 
195. The Prophet (PBUH) also 
instructed, "All of you are guardians and 
are responsible for your subjects. The 
ruler is a guardian of his subjects, the 
man is a guardian of his family, the 
woman is a guardian and is responsible 
for her husband's house and his 
offspring; and so all of you are 
guardians and are responsible for your 
subjects." Sahih Bukhari and Muslim, 
Book 1, Hadith 283. Hurting your family, 
which is totally dependent on your 
support is a great sin in Islam, as the 
Prophet (PBUH) said: “It is sufficient sin 
for a man that he neglects him whom he 
maintains.” Sunan Abi Dawud. Hadith 
No. 1692. Joining groups like ISIS while 
harming one’s family is a grievous error 
in Islam. 
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Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you believe Beatrice’s account 
of life under ISIS? 

• How do you think Beatrice, used 
to life in Belgium, felt when she 
was forced to live in the women’s 
house until she got married? 

• Why do you think ISIS did not let 
Beatrice ask a scholar about the 
concepts and rules about which 
she was confused? 

• Do you believe that Beatrice’s 
husband really did not want to 
fight? 

• Why do you think ISIS took 
Beatrice’s passport when she 
arrived in Syria?   

• Is it Islamic to trap someone in a 
territory if they wish to leave? 

• How do you think Beatrice and 
her family felt each time they 
tried to escape but were captured 
or arrested? 

• How do you think Beatrice feels 
now that she is being held by the 
SDF with her baby?  

• Why do you think Beatrice and 
her husband were so deeply 
influenced by ISIS’s propaganda 
on the internet? 

• What could be done to protect 
people from being influenced to 
join violent groups? 

• What resources do you think 
would have been helpful to 
Beatrice, after she converted to 
Islam, to help her learn about 
Islam without being lured toward 
extremism? 

Transcript of From Belgian Prison to the 
Islamic State Caliphate 
 
I didn’t grow up with my family. 
 I was born in prison, in Brugges, 
[Belgium]. 
 
[My mother] stole money, I think.  
I don’t know exactly, in fact.   
 
My biological father, 
I don’t know him. 
 
The boyfriend of my mother  
took care of me.   
 
He didn’t want to  
give me back to my mother. 
 
But he died when I was 12 years old,  
of cancer. 
 
[After that,] I was in a home for children  
who don’t have parents. 
 
TEXT: Beatrice finished 7th grade of 
school then dropped out to work as a 
waitress. 
 
TEXT: She married a Belgian  
of Moroccan descent. 
 
I didn’t stay long time [married].  
Maybe two months, one month. 
 
He was a little bit crazy. 
 
BEATRICE 
ISIS wife  
31-year old Belgian 
 
Before I got married, 
I converted to Islam. 
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In my life, I made so many  
maybe crazy things, you know. 
I had jahliya  
[ignorance of Islam]. 
 
When I entered in Islam, 
I wanted to change my life. 
 
For me, when I think about my life 
before,  
it was very bad what I did. 
 
I was using hashish, alcohol, 
so many things. 
 
And then I realized it was very bad  
and I wanted Allah to forgive me. 
 
This is the dream of all Muslims. 
 
I learned a little about Islam 
and then I heard about hijrah. 
 
TEXT: Hijrah is the extremist belief that 
all Muslims should migrate  
to lands ruled by shariah law. 
 
I searched many things [on the 
Internet]. 
I wanted first go to Malaysia or 
Indonesia. 
 
I don’t know.  
I was confused.   
 
And then I read about Syria.   
 
I was on Facebook, you know,  
and I spoke with people in these days. 
 
And then I fell to ISIS  
[in 2014]. 

 
You know, when you speak to people of 
ISIS, 
they are … . 
 
And I was not long in Islam,  
and I became also like this. 
 
People were warning me,  
‘Don’t go there. It’s not good.’ 
 
‘It’s war. This, this. You don’t know 
them.  
Maybe it’s fake, you know.’ 
 
But I was, you know, like the horse that  
have this [blinders] to don’t see 
anything. 
 
I don’t know if it was naive,  
but it was really stupid. 
 
I really wanted to change my life.   
 
I tried one time to come [to Syria].   
 
But the Turkish police arrested me  
and they sent me back to Belgium.   
 
[In Belgium] they make interrogation 
with me, 
but they let me go. 
 
[After that,] I cannot enter in Turkey, 
because my name was forbidden.   
 
So I searched for a solution, 
because I really wanted to come. 
 
And I found one way,  
with money. 
 
I traveled to Germany, after to Bulgaria. 
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In Bulgaria, I paid the driver, you know,  
and I entered into Turkey. 
 
I came alone from Belgium. 
 
But we crossed the border [into Syria]  
with many people. 
 
And then we went into one house. 
 
They took our passports, 
all pieces of identity. 
 
After that, I understand  
they don’t give back [our passports]. 
 
So I understand that it’s  
something, something strange. 
 
After this house where they take all 
papers,  
we went to Raqqa by car. 
 
They say I must stay two months in the 
madhafa  
[women’s house] before I can marry and 
go out. 
 
But this I don’t understand,  
because it’s not from Islam.  
 
So I asked them to give me one [scholar]  
to explain this, this, this. 
 
But, [they said],  
‘No, it’s not possible.’ 
 
They said to me, ‘If you don’t get 
married,  
we can send you back to your country.’  
 
But no, they don’t send me back. 

 
I stayed two months in the madhafa  
and then I married [a French foreign 
fighter in 2015]. 
 
He didn’t work [for ISIS]. 
 
In the beginning, 
I didn’t understand. 
 
But after, he told me, ‘I don’t want go to 
fight.  
I didn’t come here to fight.’ 
 
But, we have many problems  
because of this. 
 
He went to jail.   
 
He didn’t want to tell me  
what they did in prison. 
 
They tried to kick us out of the house  
for three months, I think. 
 
They spied on us. 
 
They tried to open the door, like,  
you know, on the TV, this …. 
 
Yeah, it was very bad. 
 
So I stayed more in my house 
and I don’t see so much people,   
 
Because when you want to go out,  
you can’t talk to anyone also. 
 
Because, I know some people,  
they tried to escape and some, they 
found out. 
 
They went to police of ISIS and they say, 
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‘They want to go out’ and that’s it. 
 
[In ISIS, I understood]  
there is no future, in fact. 
 
TEXT: Beatrice and her family tried to 
escape multiple times. 
 
They caught us and my husband went to 
jail.  
 
We [tried to escape again] with a 
smuggler.  
It was a very short time.   
 
He delivered us to the ISIS police 
at the checkpoint of ISIS. 
 
They wanted us in fear. 
 
My husband stayed in prison for a short 
time,  
not so long. Praise be to Allah! 
 
I know some people, they stayed three 
months in prison. Some they killed. 
 
TEXT: Beatrice and her one-year-old son  
escaped ISIS by joining a convoy  
of Syrian women allowed safe passage  
to territory controlled by Kurdish forces 
known as the YPG. 

 
TEXT: They are now held in a detention 
camp run by the Syrian Democratic 
Forces. 
 
TEXT: Her husband also escaped and  
is held by the YPG in another detention 
facility. 
 
Why are we all here [in detention]?  
It's because we've been the victims of 
propaganda. 
 
All that we saw in the propaganda 
videos,  
when we got there, we found out it was 
false. 
 
The reality is chaos. It's manipulation, 
lying, treachery,  
and they played with Islam, in fact. 
 
They invented a totally fictitious Islam. 
 
The practices they have  
are not part of Islam. 
 
And this Caliphate has never been  
a Caliphate, in fact. 
 
It's totally a lie. 
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Georges the Belgian Jihadist 
 
Speaker – Georges the Belgian (a pseudonym) 
 
Nationality – Belgian 
 
Age – 25  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gW42Ln8ndZw


Main Message – While ISIS claims to be 
Islamic, they kill indiscriminately—even 
killing other Sunni Muslims. Stay away 
from ISIS. 
 
Narrative – Georges the Belgian Jihadist 
features 25-year-old Georges, a Belgian 
ISIS supporter.  Georges was 
interviewed in June 2018 in Belgium by 
Anne Speckhard. The video was 
produced and edited by Zack Baddorf 
and ICSVE staff.  
 
Georges’s father is Algerian, and his 
mother is Belgian, and he was raised in 
an atheist family.  In his teens he 
converted to Islam and enthusiastically 
embraced his new religion. His parents 
were not pleased when he grew a large 
beard and began dressing in clothes 
emulating the Prophet and his 
Companions, nor was his school pleased 
when he started telling other students 
about Islam. Ultimately, Georges was 
suspended from high school for 
proselytizing, and he responded by 
dropping out.  Georges is obviously 
smart, but as a result of these mishaps 
he began working in jobs below his 
intellect and due to his lack of a high 
school degree he also couldn’t enroll in 
university. 
 
As a new Muslim, Georges was also 
confronted with the Syrian conflicts and 
the violence he was seeing on videos 
uploaded on YouTube and elsewhere 
portraying Assad’s atrocities against his 
own people.  He states that when 
Jabhat al Nusra began producing 
propaganda videos and inviting 
travelers to Syria, he and his friends 
decided to act. “I thought we have to go 

and help them,” Georges explains. “The 
plan was to collect money to go there 
[to Turkey].”  
 
Indeed, he and his friend managed to 
board a plane for Turkey intent on 
traveling into Syria, following the route 
of most European jihadists.  Georges 
confesses that he was very moved by 
what Assad was doing to his own people 
and that he was ready to give his life to 
help his Syrian brothers—even to 
become a “martyr” for the cause.  Their 
trip was cut short however, when the 
father of Georges’s friend caught up to 
them in Istanbul and forced them to 
return home.  
 
That however, did not end Georges’s 
support to jihadist groups.  Excited by 
ISIS, he began sharing videos from 
militant jihadist groups on Facebook 
and according to the charges ultimately 
leveled against him by the state, inciting 
hatred.  
 
Prosecuted and sentenced to a 
suspended sentence, Georges has not 
been mandated into any psychological 
treatment or Islamic challenge 
programming as a condition of his 
release, yet he still holds seriously 
dangerous beliefs.  For instance, he 
continues to believe the terrorist claims 
that the West intentionally targets 
innocent civilians in its airstrikes against 
terrorist targets rather than admit that 
terrorists who are killed often have 
surrounded themselves by civilians 
while they plot to kill many others. He 
therefore believes that ISIS’s intentional 
targeting of civilians in France and 
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Belgium for instance are justified 
retaliation for these terrorist killings.   
 
On the positive side, he’s had time to 
reflect on how terrorist videos 
manipulated his emotions, and he ends 
his video with this advice to youth, “[So] 
I am against watching [extremist] videos 
because they play on your emotions. 
Don’t watch these kind of videos.”  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

• What do you feel watching this 
video? 

• How was Georges influenced by 
watching terrorist content on 
Facebook and Youtube?  Do 
these platforms hold any 
responsibility for becoming 
emotionally engaged with 
militant jihadists and his 
decision-making? 

• Do you believe the Georges is 
telling the truth about his 
experiences trying to join the 
jihad in Syria? 

• What do you think of Georges’s 
compassion and motivations for 
traveling to Syria? 

• Do you think it was a good 
decision to fly to Turkey? 

• What do you think of Georges’s 
belief that ISIS is justified in 
retaliating for civilian “collateral 
damage” from Western coalition 
strikes against groups like ISIS? 

• Is it ever right to intentionally 
target civilians with violence for 
any cause?  
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Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
Young Muslims need to understand that 
terrorist groups want to use them.  
Indeed 40,000 foreign fighters traveled 
to Syria, and many became the 
backbone of ISIS’s fighting force.  
Muslims need to understand that 
propaganda is very different from 
reality. The videos ISIS and other 
militant jihadist groups produce are 
aiming at altering reality to deceive 
young men and women to join them so 
as to be extra fuel for their fire—cannon 
fodder for their political aspirations. 
Islam, on the other hand, aims at 
dealing with realities.  
 
Even in times of what would be 
considered legitimate jihad by most 
Islamic scholars, which was not the case 
for the ISIS Caliphate, there are clear 
regulations to follow as the Quran 
records Allah saying: “The believers 
should not go to fight altogether, rather, 
a party from each section should go 
forth to become well versed in the 
religion, and when they return to their 
people warn them in order that they 
may beware.” Surah al-Tawba 
(Repentance), Ayah No. 122. The reason 
being that if all Muslims all go to fight 
jihad there will be no one left to protect 
and take care of the families, build the 
society, etc.  This is also clear when the 
companion of the Prophet named 
Abdullah ibn 'Amr recounted, "A man 
came to the Prophet, may Allah bless 
him and grant him peace, wanting to 
carry out jihad. The Prophet asked, 'Are 
your parents alive?' 'Yes,' he replied. 
The Prophet answered him, 'Then exert 
yourself on their behalf.'" Bukhari, al-

Adab al-Mufrad, book No.1 hadith 
No.20. Clearly taking care of matters at 
home, one’s family and one’s home 
society in many cases overrides being 
called by terrorist groups to carry out 
militant jihad.  
Joining terrorist groups or any party 
which have their own agenda and 
restrictions, interpreting Islam to their 
advantage and misleading followers, is 
definitely not Islamic. The Quran denies 
such actions as it says: “Yet they have 
split their affairs between themselves 
into sects, each rejoicing in what it has.” 
Surah al-Muminoon (the believers), 
Ayah No.53. And it says: “And hold fast 
to the Bond of Allah, together, and do 
not scatter. Remember the Favor of 
Allah bestowed upon you when you 
were enemies, and how He united your 
hearts, so that by His Favor you became 
brothers. And how He saved you from 
the Pit of Fire when you were on the 
brink of it. And so Allah makes plain to 
you His verses, in order that you will be 
guided.” Surah Al Imran (the family of 
Imran), Ayah No. 103 
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Timed transcript of Georges the 
Belgian Jihadist video: 
 
Georges the Belgian Jihadist 
 
0:01 When I was child, I felt the 
presence of a creator over me. 
0:06 That’s certain 
0:07  I felt something in Islam that 
you couldn’t find in the other religions. 
0:13 I grew up here in Liege, in 
Belgium. 
0:16 My father is Algerian. My 
mother is Belgian.  
0:19 GEORGES THE BELGIAN  
 Former ISIS Supporter 

My father is atheist. My mom, 
too.  

0:22 The whole family does not 
believe in God. 
0:26 I had a lot of Muslim friends.  
0:29 [My path to jihad] wasn’t 
deliberate. It came [bit by bit]. 
0:30 I'm self-taught  
0:32 [and I took] religious courses at 
the mosque. 
0:35 I was bored at school  
0:36 I couldn’t stay in the same place, 
sitting and listening.  
0:39 I wasn’t captivated by the 
classes. 
0:43 [In high school] I was accused of 
proselytizing. 
0:45 Georges was suspended.  
0:48 It wasn’t my fault if I talk to one 
person, and 20 others come to listen to 
me.  
0:49 Georges dropped out of high 
school after converting to Islam. 
0:53 I decided to quit [school], 
0:58 because I knew that if I stayed in 
that establishment or another, 
1:03 things would get worse.  

1:05 It wasn’t possible for me, so I 
decided to study by myself. 
1:11  I was [also] in conflict with my 
parents due to my conversion. 
1:15 Georges found that his 
commitment to living a conservative 
Islamic lifestyle created  

many problems for him in 
Belgium.  
1:20 We were wearing clothes as 
Allah was ordering and as the Prophet 
taught us. 
1:28 I had a bigger beard than right 
now. 
1:30 People fear the unknown. 
1:32 When there is ‘radical’ change, it 
raises questions and we are.  
1:37 Georges also became concerned 
when the uprisings in Syria occurred and 
most of the  

Muslims he knew began 
discussing what to do about it. 
1:43 [My path toward jihad] started 
when we were watching videos on the 
Internet shared  
1:53 of the massacres, the injustices 
committed by Bashar al Assad against 
his people. 
2:00 I watched them with friends and 
talked about what’s going on there.  
2;05 We were sad. We were sad 
about what was happening. 
2:07 When Jabhat al Nusra, when this 
movement started making little 
‘propaganda’ videos, 2:14 we started 
looking to do something.  
2:18 I thought we have to go and help 
them.  
2:21 The plan was to collect money to 
go there [to Turkey].  
2:28 Georges flew to Turkey, to cross 
to Syria and was ready to die for his 
beliefs. 
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2:34 People quickly think that it’s 
about the 73 virgins in Paradise. 
2:41 That is not at all our aim.  
  
2:44 We were searching for the 
satisfaction of our creator. Nothing else.  
2:51 Georges and his friend didn’t 
make it to Syria. 
2:54 We had no choice but to return 
[to Belgium], 
2:59 because my friend’s father came 
to bring us [back home].  
3:05 I have no hate against anyone, 
except the regime of Bashar el Assad.  
3:11 There was an investigation for 
two years. 
3:15 For two years, I was tracked on 
Facebook, in fact because I shared the 
videos, etc.  
3:24 But, in fact, they have no charge 
against me, no proof like that. 
3:29 All that they got me for was 
incitement to hatred, because of my 
Facebook [account]. 
3:34 As a result, I was condemned to 
two years [in prison]  
3:37 with a suspended sentence and 
a probation period of five years.  
3:40 On my certificate of good 
conduct, terrorism is marked in big 
letters.  
3:45 Looking back now, with 
experience  
3:48 and also seeing what happened 
with the huge discord between the 
[militant] groups  

there, 
3:54  it became impossible [for me].  
3:55 ISIS ‘profited’ from the situation 
to take power.  
3:59 As a result, the fitna (discord in 
Islam) started.  

4:02 Before, I thought they are very, 
very good.  
4:06 They rejected all anti-Islamic 
alliances. 
4:09 They just wanted to impose 
Islam. 
4:12 Now the conflict is political. 
4:15 I wish everyone could practice 
his religion as he wants, like it’s been 
done for a long  

time. 
4:18 Not only for Muslims, but also 
for Christians and Jews. 
4:20 [But, here in Belgium] I cannot 
pray at work like I want. 
4:24 If I wear a beard, there’s 
prejudices. 
4:27 If my wife wants to wear the 
hijab, she’ll face discrimination. 
4:31 [At my job], I asked to do my 
prayers.  
4:35 Everybody goes out to smoke 
cigarettes. 
4:37 Why can’t I go out to do my 
prayer that doesn’t take more than five 
minutes? 
4:44  I am not in an Islamic land, but 
in a so-called ‘democratic’ country. 
4:49 [Here] there is no trust in the 
other. 
4:52 Of course, racism and 
discrimination are everywhere and 
always present. 
4:56 Georges has accepted terrorist 
claims that the West is intentionally 
bombing innocents  

during its attacks on ISIS and 
other terrorist groups. 
5:03  He therefore still supports ISIS 
terror attacks—even in Europe—which 
he sees as  

justified retaliation. 
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5:09 When the [Western] coalition 
started, they were were delighted to 
bomb innocent  

Syrians.  
5:17 ISIS, what did they do? They 
warned them to stop bombing. 
5:23 ‘If not, you’ll face repercussions.’ 
It’s normal.   
5:27 and so that’s what happened.  
5:28 We call it ‘the law of retaliation.’  
5:30 It’s understandable.  
5:30 [But,] it’s sad in the end.  
5:34 Georges still does not see the 
difference between terrorist attacks on 
civilians and  

military battles between armed 
forces. 

5:39 However, he does understand 
that terrorist videos manipulated his 
emotions and  

propelled him toward dangerous 
actions. 
5:44 [So] I am against watching 
[extremist] videos because they play on 
your emotions.  
5:51 Don’t watch these kind of 
videos.  
5:54 The Truth Behind the Islamic 
State 
 Sponsored by the International 
Center for the Study of Violent 
Extremism,  

www.ICSVE.org 
See more at 

www.theRealJihad.org 
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Interpreting Scriptures in the Islamic                                          

State Caliphate 
 
 
 
Speaker – Abu Usama al Belgique 
 
Nationality – Belgian 
 
Age – 29-years-old  
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Main Message – ISIS is a brutal and 
totalitarian organization run by power-
hungry leaders who manipulate Islamic 
scriptures for their own empowerment 
and gain. ISIS has very little regard for 
human life. ISIS ordered foreign fighters 
among its ranks to kill other Sunni 
Muslims. ISIS operates contrary to 
mainstream Islamic beliefs. 
 
Narrative – Interpreting Scriptures in the 
Islamic State Caliphate features 29-year-
old Belgian Abu Usama al Belgique, who 
was interviewed by Anne Speckhard in 
August of 2018 in a detention facility in 
northern Syria run by the Syrian 
Democratic Forces (SDF). The video clip 
was video edited and produced by Zack 
Baddorf and our ICSVE team.  
 
In this video, Abu Usama, following in 
the footsteps of many young extremists 
who left for Syria in 2012 and 2013 from 
Vilvoorde, Belgium, alone or in small 
groups, expresses deep disappointment 
in the Islamic State Caliphate. Like many 
ISIS cadres ICSVE researchers have 
interviewed to date, Abu Usama was 
deeply troubled when ISIS ordered its 
foreign fighters to slaughter the Sunni 
Muslim Sheitat tribe who had refused to 
submit to ISIS. Many foreign fighters 
who could not speak Arabic and didn’t 
understand local Syrian politics failed to 
realize and understand that they were 
killing fellow Sunni Muslims. In addition, 
many started wondering why the Sunni 
tribe members were also being 
targeted. As these realities dawned, Abu 
Usama began questioning the ISIS 
leaders’ manipulation of Islamic texts to 
justify their actions. “I was thinking, 

‘Why they make this, you know?’ ISIS 
and radical Islamic groups, they bring 
texts, verse, and he say this 
interpretation, ‘We can do this.’ But you 
see many texts are not in its place.” 
 
Abu Usama was also stunned to witness 
ISIS crucifixions. He recalls, “You want to 
walk to go buy bread and see this 
[crucifixion] on the street. I saw him and 
I became shocked.” Abu Usama repeats 
what many ISIS cadres have told us—
that human life inside the Caliphate was 
devalued and killings were routinely 
carried out in order to terrorize and 
force into submission both the local 
population and ISIS members. “ISIS kill 
people like nothing,” Abu Usama tells 
us, and they often punish, torture and 
kill mistakenly. “But they kill so many 
people. [They say], ‘He is [a] spy.’ And 
then after few months, you know, he 
was not a spy. Why? Because he torture 
him, he torture him, he torture him, he 
torture him. He say, ‘Ok, I make it,’ 
because he is tired from torture. [They 
say], ‘Ok, you going to be killed. ‘And so 
many things happens in ISIS. Killing 
people for nothing.”  
 
Like most ISIS members who were too 
intimidated to challenge them openly 
and directly, Abu Usama, also, began to 
internally question ISIS, asking himself, 
“This human being have family and why 
kill him for nothing?”  
 
Looking back at how easily he accepted 
the Shariah4Belgium extremists 
messaging while still living in Vilvoorde, 
Belgium, Abu Usama begins to 
understand that the so-called scholars 
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he was learning from primarily preached 
hate and spun a utopian dream. Abu 
Usama and his classmates easily 
believed, while missing the full message 
of Islam about just governance. “Now 
with experience, we understand it,” Abu 
Usama says of his time living under the 
ISIS Caliphate. “Because, before in the 
time of Shariah4Belgium, it was, ‘We 
want this and we want to be like this.’ 
But, in the end, you understand.” Abu 
Usama says he now understands that 
real Islamic scholars study Islamic texts 
and scriptures for years and have real 
expertise in interpreting the religion, 
unlike the  “scholars” he blindly 
followed. “You have Belgian people 
thinking, ‘Hey, I’m a scholar. I have the 
most knowledge. ‘People taking like 
Sharia4Belgium, because they meet for 
the [religion] and they say, ‘We are 
people of the scholars. ‘We have the 
ideology. Listen to us.’” 
 
Now, with the bitterness of hindsight 
and a destroyed life, Abu Usama sees 
that ISIS leaders were mainly interested 
in power and enrichment and wanted to 
use the 40,000+ foreign fighters who 
streamed into Syria and Iraq for their 
own gain. “If you see, ISIS play many 
things, play like a big game that all the 
soldiers follow ISIS like a sheep, like we 
must listen to them, you know,” Abu 
Usama explains. “If you see this [ISIS], 
all this thing is to take power and this 
thing is stupid, ” he adds.   
 
Likewise, the ISIS practice of declaring 
others takfir—that is, declaring other 
Muslims as apostates—made it possible 
to kill even Sunni Muslims on behalf of 
the ISIS leaders’ goals. “[ISIS says] ‘They 

are Muslims, they are not Muslims, like 
this.’ And you have many people don’t 
know this,” Abu Usama states about the 
naiveté he and other ISIS cadres had as 
they followed these takfir principles.  
 
The utopian dream that Abu Usama 
travelled to Syria to experience and 
fight for never materialized; instead, he 
experienced a brutal, totalitarian reality. 
“It’s a world not like the other world. 
ISIS is not a world,” Abu Usama tells us. 
“It’s not like in the West. You have many 
people living with each other in the 
West.” Wistfully, he looks back at the 
diversity and tolerance in his native 
Belgium, stating, “I live 23 years in the 
West.  I get many friends, Belgian 
friends and Moroccan and Albanian and 
Armenian. And you know, you see the 
value of humanity and they can live with 
each other. Even these divisions about 
religion, you have your own religion, 
you have your own religion.” 
 
“If you see the West, you see value of 
life there. People living with value,” Abu 
Usama states. He now sees that the ISIS 
utopian claims of providing a true 
Islamic State, namely where Muslims 
could live their Islamic lives unhindered, 
was in fact a nightmare, rather than the 
dream that groups like ISIS were 
pedaling to frustrated Muslims facing 
problems living in the West. On that 
note, Usama adds, “You can be a 
Muslim better [in Belgium] than in ISIS.”  
 
Addressing the totalitarian nature of the 
group, he also explains, “In ISIS, you 
don’t have divisions there.  You must 
have one flag and one ideology and one 
leader. It’s like this. [ISIS] is more bad 
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than communists. And even the civilians 
must have the same ideology. Because 
even the civilians like in Raqqa, like Deir 
ez-Zor, we know these people. These 
people like freedom.” Speaking of the 
total lack of freedom of mind and 
suppression of any dissent, he 
continues, “And living inside in this 
darkness of ISIS ... the civilians must 
speak, must … say, ‘I like ISIS. I like 
shariah. Democracy is not good,’ and 
like this. Why? Because he is scared for 
himself and his family.”     
 
Perhaps others living in countries like 
Belgium, where real issues of 
discrimination, marginalization, and 
impediments to integration continue to 
persist, especially in the case of second-
generation Muslim immigrants, can 
learn from the words of Abu Usama 
who, now too late for himself, realizes 
that he traded freedom and tolerance 
for oppressive imprisonment. “Twenty-
three years in my life in Belgium,” he 
states.” I don’t have problems. What I 
see in Vilvoorde is a good life there. 
Everybody has his own ideology. Maybe 
you have some people are racists, but 
what you have in Belgium is respect, like 
a human being.” 
 
“But ISIS is like noise,” he explains, 
contrasting the Caliphate’s regime to 
Western tolerance. “Everything [by] 
force. We are demand and we want to 
make like this. To make black and white 
in this world. If I’m not agree with this, 
my head may go off. It’s manipulating 
religion.” 
 
“They are monsters,” Abu Usama warns 
those who might still think of joining the 

group. “They have nothing to do with 
religion. This people like drinking blood, 
and then to kill innocent people. Is that 
a way to go to Paradise? And you’re 
going to lose your family and your 
children,” he concludes. 
 
Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
Manipulating sacred texts is a great sin 
in Islam. Lying itself is a great sin, but 
when it is related to lying about Allah 
and his Prophet, then it would be even 
greater. Allah says, “And do not say 
what your tongues falsely describe, 'This 
is lawful, and that is forbidden, ' in order 
to forge a lie about Allah. Indeed, those 
who forge a lie about Allah shall never 
prosper” (Surah al-Nahl, Ayah 116). 
Prophet Muhammed, peace be upon 
him also said, “Ascribing false things to 
me is not like ascribing false things to 
anyone else. Whosoever tells a lie 
against me intentionally then surely let 
him occupy his seat in hellfire” (Bukhari, 
book 23, hadith 49).  Likewise, A’isha, 
the Prophet’s wife, said, “There was no 
behavior more hated to the Messenger 
of Allah than lying. A man would lie in 
narrating something in the presence of 
the Prophet, and he would not be 
content until he knew that he had 
repented” (Tirmithi, book 27, hadith 
79). 
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Discussion Questions: 
 

• What do you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you believe Abu Usama is 
telling the truth about his 
experiences and observations 
living under the ISIS Caliphate? 

• Cults are said to rob individuals 
of their freedom of mind.  Can 
the same argument be applied in 
the case of Abu Usama when he 
tells about how ISIS did not allow 
any dissent? 

• What do you think of a group 
that tortures confessions out of 
innocents and seems not to 
mind brutally punishing some 
mistakenly? 

• Why would ISIS target other 
Sunni tribes? Some would argue 
that such strategies served as a 
warning to others who might 
oppose ISIS (e.g. refuse to fight 
or remain neutral). Is this 
practice Islamic? 

• What do you believe are the 
challenges of living as a second-
generation Muslim immigrant in 
Europe? 

• Do you believe that it’s easier to 
practice a true Islamic life in the 
freedom and tolerance of the 
West or in a more totalitarian 
environment like Abu Usama 
describes?  Why? 

• Do you agree with Abu Usama’s 
conclusion that ISIS leaders 
manipulated religion and simply 
wanted power? 

• Do you believe that it is possible 
to build a just Islamic Caliphate?  

 
 

• Provided it was just, would it rely 
on terrorism and brutal tactics 
like ISIS used to create that 
Caliphate? 
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Transcript of Interpreting Scriptures in 
in the Islamic State 
 
I [was] born in Belgium.   
 
 I went to Catholic school. 
 
I was living in the city of Vilvoorde, 
not so far from Brussels. 
 
 I finished my school in 2011. 
 
After, I went to the university.   
 
My hobby was, I make eight months of 
boxing  
and sometimes play football. 
 
All my life in Belgium was school  
and work in the same time. 
 
ABU USAMA 
al BELGIQUE 
29-year-old Belgian 
Former ISIS Soldier 
 
It was 2012, 2013, 
 and in this time I went to Syria. 
 
TEXT: Abu Usama al Belgique joined ISIS  
and quickly realized they were  
acting contrary to Islam. 
 
TEXT: He heard about the ISIS attacks in 
Iraq  
on the Sheitat tribesmen  
who were Sunni Muslim. 
 
They slaughtered them. 
 
I was thinking,  
‘Why they make this, you know?’ 

 
ISIS and radical Islamic groups, they 
bring texts,  
verse, and he say this interpretation, 
‘We can do this.’ 
 
But you see many texts  
are not in his place. 
 
TEXT: Abu Usama al Belgique  
saw people crucified by ISIS. 
 
You want to walk to go buy bread  
and see this [crucifixion] on the street. 
 
I saw him and I became shocked. 
 
 ISIS kill people like nothing.   
 
But they kill so many people. 
 
[They say], ‘He is [a] spy.’ 
 
And then after few months, 
you know he was not a spy. 
 
Why? Because he torture him, he 
torture him, 
 he torture him, he torture him. 
 
He say, ‘Ok, I make it,’ 
 because he is tired from torture. 
 
[They say],  
‘Ok, you going to be killed.’ 
 
And so many things happens in ISIS.  
Killing people for nothing. 
 
This human being have family  
and why kill him for nothing.   
 
Now with experience, 
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we understand it. 
 
Because, before in the time of 
Shariah4Belgium, 
 it was, ‘We want this and we want to 
be like this.’   
 
But, in the end, you understand. 
 
If you see ISIS play many things,  
play like a big game 
 
that all the soldiers follow ISIS like a 
sheep,  
like we must listen to them, you know. 
 
[ISIS says] ‘They are Muslims,  
they are not Muslims, like this.’ 
 
And you have many people don’t know 
this. 
 
You have Belgian people thinking, 
 ‘Hey, I’m a scholar. I have the most 
knowledge.’ 
 
People taking like Sharia4Belgium, 
because they meet  
for the [religion] and they say, ‘We are 
people of the scholars.’ 
 
‘We have the ideology. Listen to us.’ 
 
If you see this [ISIS], all this thing is to 
take power  
and this thing is stupid.   
 
It’s a world not like the other world.  
ISIS is not a world. 
 
It’s not like in the West.  
You have many people living with each 
other in the West. 

 
I live 23 years in the West.   
 
I get many friends, Belgian friends and  
Moroccan and Albanian and Armenian. 
 
And you know, you see the value of 
humanity  
and they can live with each other. 
 
Even these divisions about religion,  
you have your own religion, you have 
your own religion. 
 
But ISIS is like noise. 
 
Everything [by] force, we are demand 
and we want  
to make like this. To make black and 
white in this world. 
 
If I’m not agree with this,  
my head may go off. 
 
It’s manipulating religion. 
 
They are monsters.  
They have nothing to do with religion. 
 
This people like drinking blood, 
and then to kill innocent people.  
 
Is that a way to go to Paradise? 
 
And you’re going to lose 
 your family and your children. 
 
If you see the West, you see value of life 
there.  
People living with value. 
 
You can be a Muslim better [in Belgium]  
than in ISIS. 
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In ISIS, you don’t have divisions there.   
 
You must to be have one flag and one 
ideology  
and one leader. It’s like this. 
 
[ISIS] is more bad than communists. 
 
And even the civilians  
must have the same ideology. 
 
Because even the civilians like in Raqqa, 
like Deir ez-Zor,  
we know these people. These people 
like freedom. 
 
And living inside in this darkness of ISIS. 
 
And the civilians must speak,  
must know what he say. 
 
He must say, ‘I like ISIS. I like shariah.  
Democracy is not good,’ and like this. 
 
Why?  
Because he is scared for himself and his 
family.     
 
Twenty-three years in my life in 
Belgium, 
 I don’t have problems.  
 
What I see in Vilvoorde 
 is a good life there. 
 
Everybody has his own ideology.  

Maybe you have some people are 
racists, but   
 
what you have in Belgium is respect,  
like a human being. 
 
The Truth Behind the Islamic State 
 
Sponsored by the International Center 
for the Study of Violent Extremism 
            www.ICSVE.org 
 
See more at www.TheRealJihad.org 
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It’s Easy to Go with a Suicide Belt for 
the Islamic State 

 
 
 
Speaker – Beatrice 
 
Nationality – Belgian  
 
Age – 31-years-old 
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Main Message – ISIS uses propaganda 
to lure Westerners to join them, but 
when these people travel to Syria, they 
learn that ISIS is not the utopia that they 
were promised. Instead, they find a land 
of violence and destruction that is 
nearly impossible to escape and a group 
that targets innocents back home. Once 
they learned the realities of ISIS, they no 
longer wanted to fight for ISIS; they just 
wanted to go home. 
 
Narrative – It’s Easy to Go with a Suicide 
Belt for the Islamic State features 31-
year-old Belgian Beatrice, who was 
interviewed by Anne Speckhard in 
October of 2018. The video clip was 
video edited and produced by our ICSVE 
team.  
 
Beatrice sees suicide terrorists as 
cowards. “If they want to fight,” she 
says, “let them fight at the front. Act as 
men […] Not in Zaventem [airport], in 
Bataclan [a night club in Paris] or I don’t 
know where.” 
 
Beatrice believes that those who carry 
out attacks in Europe do not know what 
ISIS really is. She claims, “There are 
always pro-ISIS people in Belgium. 
Because they do not know [the reality of 
ISIS].” Moreover, Beatrice believes that 
those who became disillusioned and 
disgusted by ISIS in Syria would never be 
at risk of mounting suicide attacks in 
Europe and should they be allowed to 
return home. Of herself and others who 
escaped ISIS, she says, “We escaped to 
the YPG, not to afterward make an 
attack [in Europe].” She believes those 
radicalized in Europe are more at risk of 

carrying out violence that people like 
herself who know the reality of ISIS. 
 
In Syria, Beatrice says she found out the 
truth about ISIS: “The reality is chaos. 
It’s manipulation, lying, treachery, and 
they played with Islam, in fact. They 
invented a totally fictitious Islam […] 
And this Caliphate has never been a 
Caliphate, in fact.” She believes that she 
was a victim of ISIS’s propaganda. She 
crossed the border believing that she 
would find a utopia, but instead, her 
passport was taken, and she was forced 
to live in a madhafa, a women’s house, 
until she married a French foreign 
fighter. 
 
Beatrice’s life under ISIS became even 
more difficult after she got married. Her 
husband, who Beatrice believes was 
also a victim of propaganda, was 
arrested and likely tortured for refusing 
to fight. After many escape attempts, 
Beatrice and her baby son were able to 
escape. Her husband escaped 
separately and is currently being held in 
a different detention facility than 
Beatrice and their son. 
 
Beatrice longs to return home to 
Belgium and she regrets listening to 
those who told her that when she 
converted to Islam, “You have to go live 
in a Muslim country.” She knows now 
that it would be easier for her to 
practice Islam in Belgium than in ISIS. 
 
She describes the horrors that she 
continues to experience in the 
detention facility: “There are groups of 
takfiris [people who condemn to death 
other Muslims who don’t follow their 
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strict interpretation of Islam]. They 
enter the tents armed with a knife to 
steal money.” Beatrice tries to hide her 
son from these violent women who seek 
to punish those who left ISIS, but she is 
hesitant to consider sending her son to 
Belgium without her, saying, “I’m sorry. 
I know it’s very hard here, but I’m his 
mother. I’m the best person to take care 
of him.” 
 
Nevertheless, Beatrice is realistic. She 
knows that if she ever gets to go home 
she will go to prison and hopes that her 
sister will be able to take custody of her 
baby. For now, she simply waits and 
hopes that she will be able to return to 
Belgium: “what can I do?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video: 
 
Joining terrorist groups or any party 
which have their own agenda and 
restrictions, interpreting Islam to their 
advantage and misleading followers, is 
definitely not Islamic. The Quran denies 
such actions as it says: “Yet they have 
split their affairs between themselves 
into sects, each rejoicing in what it has.” 
Surah al-Muminoon (the believers), 
Ayah No.53. And it says: “And hold fast 
to the Bond of Allah, together, and do 
not scatter. Remember the Favor of 
Allah bestowed upon you when you 
were enemies, and how He united your 
hearts, so that by His Favor you became 
brothers. And how He saved you from 
the Pit of Fire when you were on the 
brink of it. And so Allah makes plain to 
you His verses, in order that you will be 
guided.” Surah Al Imran (the family of 
Imran), Ayah No. 103 
 
Prophet Muhammed, peace be upon 
him, said, “Whoever prays as we pray, 
turns to face the same Qiblah as us and 
eats our slaughtered animals, that is a 
Muslim” (Sunan al-Nasa’I, book 47, 
hadith 13). This hadith clearly explains 
that a Muslim can easily be identified by 
that he does not make animals suffer 
when he kills them as instructed in Islam 
and that he prays in a way that affirms 
his faith in Islam. Islam teaches that 
Muslims should not scatter but be 
bound by their joint faith. Then there is 
another hadith, in which the Prophet, 
peace be upon him, says, “A person who 
knowingly claims a father other than his 
own has disbelieved. A person who 
claims to be from a people when he is 
not one of them will take his place in 
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the Fire. A person who calls a man an 
unbeliever or says, 'Enemy of Allah,' 
when that is not the case will have that 
come back on him” (Al-adab al-mufrad, 
book 24, hadith 15). So, it is clear that 
when ISIS called some people as 
apostates has two options, either these 
people are apostates in reality, which is 
extremely hard to know, as it is related 
to the one who knows what is inside 
their hearts, which is Allah, or they are 
not apostates, in which case ISIS will be 
an apostate, according to the hadith.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you believe Beatrice’s of life 
under ISIS? 

• What do you think of Beatrice 
challenging anyone that would 
take an attack against civilians to 
instead go to the actual 
frontlines and “act as men”?  

• How do you think Beatrice felt 
when her passport was taken 
upon arrival in Syria? 

• Does it seem Islamic to you to 
not allow people to leave an 
Islamic State? 

• Why do you think Beatrice and 
her husband were so deeply 
influenced by ISIS’s propaganda 
on the internet? 

• How could she have been 
protected from falling for ISIS 
lies? 

• Do you agree with Beatrice that 
ISIS created a fictious version of 
Islam? 

• What resources do you think 
would have been helpful to 
Beatrice, after she converted to 
Islam, to help her learn about 
Islam without being lured 
toward extremism? 
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Transcript of It’s Easy to Go with a 
Suicide Belt for the Islamic State 
 
I do not agree with the attacks in 
Europe. 
 
If they want to fight,  
let them fight at the front. Act as men.   
 
It's easy to go with a suicide belt. 
 
This is the frontline?  
Zaventem [airport] is the frontline? 
 
If someone wants to fight,  
go to the frontline and fight. 
 
Not in Zaventem, in Bataclan [a night 
club in Paris]  
or I don’t know where. 
 
There are always pro-ISIS people in 
Belgium. 
 
Because they do not know 
 [the reality of ISIS]. 
 
BEATRICE 
ISIS Wife  
31-year old Belgian 
 
The reality is chaos. It's manipulation, 
lying, treachery,  
and they played with Islam, in fact. 
 
They invented a totally fictitious Islam. 
 
The practices they have are not part of 
Islam. 
 
And this Caliphate has  
never been a Caliphate, in fact. 
 

It's totally a lie. 
 
I also want to tell you something: 
 
Most of the attacks [in Europe] that  
have been done, apart from those of 
France,   
 
most are carried out by 
people who were already there. 
 
We escaped to the YPG,  
not to afterward make an attack [in 
Europe]. 
 
Yes I went to ISIS.  
This I know.   
 
But, I mean, I was not in [an ISIS unit].  
I didn’t fight. 
 
I didn’t [incite] people  
to come to Syria. 
 
Just the mistake that I made, is that I 
listen to people  
and I didn’t look [deep into ISIS], and I 
came.    
 
Why are we all here?   
 
It's because we've been  
the victims of propaganda. 
 
All that we saw in the propaganda 
videos, 
when we got there, we found out it was 
false. 
 
We crossed the border and  
then we went into one house. 
 
They take our passports,  
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all pieces of identity. 
 
After that, I understand they don’t 
give back [our passports]. 
 
So I understand that it’s something,  
something strange. 
 
I stayed two months in the madhafa  
and then I married [a French foreign 
fighter]. 
 
He didn’t work [for ISIS]. 
 
In the beginning, I didn’t understand, 
but after he told me,   
 
‘I don’t want go to fight.  
I didn’t come here to fight.’ 
 
But, we have many problems because of 
this. 
 
He went to jail.   
 
He didn’t want to tell me  
what they did in prison, but 
 
it was very bad. 
 
TEXT: Beatrice and her husband tried 
repeatedly to escape ISIS, 
getting caught each time.   
 
TEXT: Finally, they separately made it 
out  
to SDF territory in Syria.   
 
TEXT: When Syrian women were offered 
to join a caravan out of ISIS territory, 
Beatrice joined them. 
 
[My husband] said,  

‘Just you shut your mouth and go in the 
car.’ 
 
‘And when you see the [guards] of YPG, 
you go to them  
and say, “I want to go back to Belgium.”’   
 
TEXT: They were each arrested and  
put into detention facilities run  
by the Syrian Defense Forces.   
 
TEXT: Beatrice wants to return to 
Belgium, but fears she will not be 
allowed 
 to go home.   
 
TEXT: She and her husband have  
a 1.5-year-old son  
who lives with her in this camp. 
 
[Life in Belgium] was very good. It's my 
country.  
I grew up there. I was born there. 
 
And in fact it's when we lose things,  
that we really realize their value.    
 
When I was in Belgium and I converted 
to Islam,  
I was told,   
 
‘No, it's not for you, Belgium.  
You have to go live in a Muslim country.’ 
 
But I can very well live my Islam in 
Belgium actually. 
And better than here. 
 
Here [in the detention camp], 
it is the law of the jungle, the law of the 
jungle.  
 
There are groups of takfiris. 

120



 
 

 
TEXT: Takfiris condemn to death  
other Muslims who don’t follow  
their strict interpretation of Islam. 
 
They enter the tents  
armed with a knife to steal money. 
 
I try to stay in my corner with my son. 
 
TEXT: The Belgian women in this camp, 
interviewed by ICSVE,  
all expressed fears of these violent 
women who punish others for 
abandoning ISIS. 
 
TEXT: ICSVE asked Beatrice 
if she would send her toddler home 
 to Belgium without her. 
 

To send him alone? From here? 
 
It would be very hard. 
 
No, I cannot send my child alone. 
 
I’m sorry. I know it’s very hard here,  
but I’m his mother. 
 
I’m the best person to take care of him. 
 
I have my sister. She made all the 
[formal appeals]  
to take [custody of] Abdallah   
 
if I go to prison, when I go to prison,  
because I know I will go to prison. 
 
I have to pay it. 
So what I can do?   
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Learn Islam in the Islamic State 
 
 
 
Speaker – Sara 
 
Nationality – Belgian 
 
Age – 49-years-old  
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Main Message – ISIS claimed that those 
who wanted to follow the laws of Allah 
should come to their Caliphate, but in 
reality, they acted in ways that were 
unIslamic and corrupt. ISIS does not 
follow the laws of Islam and takes 
advantage of those who do not know 
better. 
 
Narrative – Learn Islam in the Islamic 
State features 49-year-old Belgian Sara, 
who was interviewed by Anne 
Speckhard in October of 2018. The 
video clip was video edited and 
produced by our ICSVE team.  
 
Living in Belgium with her daughter, 
Sara believed that she had to travel to 
Syria to live under the Islamic State 
Caliphate. Sara and her adult daughter 
had seen videos “in which someone, a 
big leader, says to people all over the 
world how you should do things, what 
you can do, what’s bad.” They became 
convinced as a result of that and an on 
the ground recruiter in Belgium, that in 
order “to get closer to Allah,” they 
needed to join ISIS. 
 
Yet, Sara quickly realized that ISIS was 
not as it seemed: “[ISIS] sheds blood so 
freely and barbarically. I don’t see how 
it will bring them closer to Allah. 
Certainly not.” She was especially 
disgusted with ISIS’s use of suicide 
attackers. She explains, “[We were] 
claimed by a group that just asks you to 
destroy yourself and destroy what you 
have around you when you already 
think your life isn’t worth much.” She 
now knows that suicide bombings are 

unIslamic, saying, “These suicide 
bombers who leave this world, they are 
not part of Islam at all, and I will always 
believe that you are removed from 
Islam [for this].” It is clear, explains Sara, 
that “suicide is forbidden [in Islam]. 
Murder as well [is forbidden]. They are 
doing something that has never been 
advised in Islam.” She warns, “If you 
follow the footsteps of those who are 
pushing you to spread corruption on 
earth, then you will lose absolutely 
everything.” 
 
When Sara heard that ISIS had carried 
out attacks in her home country of 
Belgium, she was brought back to the 
memories of her youth: “We are a 
country that didn’t know about this sort 
of thing. We were very small when we 
heard about terrorist attacks. After that, 
we had more. We had more things like 
that. We weren’t used to this violence in 
Belgium.” She continues, “It’s terrifying. 
It’s a catastrophe. When we heard that 
the metro lines had been affected and 
it’s a metro line that we not only used 
but we knew people who use this line 
every day. You can imagine we are 
directly affected since we know these 
people.” Sara and her daughter 
wondered whether anyone they knew 
was hurt or killed in the attacks and 
they felt their pain: “Obviously, we can 
imagine [what it was like], because we 
ourselves were attacked by bombs [in 
Syria]. The bombings came. Every day 
we saw immobile people who were very 
exposed and who were shredded or 
vaporized. It’s the same thing. We know 
how it feels to be […] victims.” 
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Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
Propaganda is different from reality, the 
videos ISIS and the groups like them 
produce are aiming at altering reality to 
deceive young men and women to join 
them so as to be extra fuel for their fire. 
Islam, on the other hand, aims at 
dealing with realities. Even in times of 
what would be considered legitimate 
jihad by most Islamic scholars, there are 
clear regulations to follow as the Quran 
records Allah saying: “The believers 
should not go to fight altogether, rather, 
a party from each section should go 
forth to become well versed in the 
religion, and when they return to their 
people warn them in order that they 
may beware.” Surah al-Tawba 
(Repentance), Ayah No. 122. The reason 
being that if all Muslims all go to fight 
jihad there will be no one left to protect 
and take care of the families, build the 
society, etc.  A companion of the 
Prophet named Abdullah ibn 'Amr also 
said, "A man came to the Prophet, may 
Allah bless him and grant him peace, 
wanting to do jihad. The Prophet asked, 
'Are your parents alive?' 'Yes,' he 
replied. The Prophet answered him, 
'Then exert yourself on their behalf.'" 
Bukhari, al-Adab al-Mufrad, book No.1 
hadith No.20.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you think that Sara is telling 
the truth about her time in ISIS? 

• How do you think Sara felt when 
she left Belgium for Syria with 
her daughter? 

• Why do you think she believed 
that going to ISIS was her Islamic 
duty?  Do you believe this?  Why 
or why not? 

• What do you think it was like for 
Sara, as a middle-aged single 
woman, to arrive in ISIS, where 
unmarried women had no 
rights? 

• How do you think Sara felt the 
first time she saw the suicide 
attacks against her home 
country? 

• Why do you think ISIS would 
attack innocent civilians living in 
Belgium? 

• Is it ever justified to attack 
innocent civilians?  Why or why 
not? 

• What do you think ISIS would 
have done to Sara if she spoke 
out against their attacks in 
Belgium? 

• What do you think Sara’s life will 
be like if she ever is able to 
return to Belgium? 

• What do you think would have 
prevented Sara and her daughter 
from joining ISIS in the first 
place? 
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Transcript of Learn Islam in the Islamic 
State 
 
I had heard that there was a video 
in which someone, 
 
a big leader,  
says to people all over the world 
 
how you should do things,  
what you can do, what’s bad. 
 
I read in the second chapter  
of the Quran 
 
that all those who are corrupt on earth 
are moving away from Allah. 
 
SARA 
49-year-old Belgian 
ISIS Mother-in-Law 
 
So, if it's your desire  
to get closer to Allah,  
 
I don’t see how you can get  
to this level of corruption, 
 
since [the corrupt ones in ISIS]  
are the ones that Allah hates. 
 
[ISIS] sheds blood  
so freely and barbarically.   
 
I don’t see how it will bring them closer 
to Allah.  
Certainly not. 
 
TEXT: Sara joined ISIS and  
almost immediately recognized  
that they were acting un-Islamically. 
 

[We were] claimed by a group that  
just asks you to destroy yourself 
 
and destroy what you have around you  
when you already think your life isn’t 
worth much. 
 
Frankly, don’t destroy anything else. 
 
If you follow the footsteps of those  
who are pushing you to spread 
corruption on earth, 
 
then you will lose absolutely everything. 
Absolutely everything. 
 
In that moment [when you consider 
joining],  
you may need to make some other 
effort    
 
or maybe wait  
for a better time in your life. 
 
TEXT: Sara condemns  
ISIS terrorist attacks in Europe. 
 
How do you think I feel?  
I’m Belgian, you know. 
 
It was just impossible for us. 
 
We are a country that didn’t know 
about this sort of thing. 
 
We were very small when  
we heard about terrorist attacks. 
 
After that, we had more. We had more 
things like that. 
We weren’t used to this violence in 
Belgium.   
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To learn that it was done there, 
it’s terrifying. It’s a catastrophe. 
 
When we heard that the metro lines 
had been affected 
 
and it's a metro line that we not only 
used  
but we knew people who use this line 
every day. 
 
You can imagine we are directly 
affected  
since we know these people. 
 
We were terrified wondering 
whether this person or these people 
 
were in the subway  
at the time [of the attack]. 
 
We were trying to get news to learn 
how  
these people are. Were they there? 
 
Obviously, we can imagine [what it was 
like], 
because we ourselves were attacked by 
bombs [in Syria]. 
 
The bombings came. 
Every day we saw immobile people who 
were very exposed   
 
and who were shredded  
or vaporized. 
 
It’s the same thing. We know how it 
feels 
to be people who are victims of attacks. 
 
We saw how the neighbors and the 
witnesses 

and the families were affected.   
 
We know what that does. 
 
It's up to [anyone considering joining 
ISIS]  
to ask questions. 
 
You must ask: Is Islam like this? 
Is Islam like that?   
 
Now it's a novelty for me to understand  
how does Islam see certain things.    
 
Whoever commits [these attacks]  
is not at all Islamic. 
 
Like these suicide bombers who leave 
this world,  
they are not part of Islam at all, 
 
and I will always believe that you are 
removed from Islam [for this]. 
 
The first reason is because  
it's a suicide above all. 
 
Before killing other people, you’re killing 
yourself. 
Suicide is forbidden [in Islam]. 
 
Murder as well [is forbidden].   
 
They are doing something that has 
never 
been advised in Islam. 
 
Going to the home of the enemy, if you 
consider them  
an enemy, to blow yourself up or use an 
explosive 
 
to create damage or death or wounds, 
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has never been prescribed [in Islam]. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Leaving Belgium to Fight Jihad with 

the Islamic State Caliphate 
 
 
Speaker – Abu Usama al Belgique 
 
Nationality – Belgian 
 
Age – 29-years-old  
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Main Message – Many foreigners 
traveled to Syria to fight with ISIS, 
drawn by calls to stand up for the Syrian 
people as their Muslim brothers and 
sisters. These foreign fighters believed 
that they would be fighting a holy war 
against the oppression of the tyrannical 
regime of Bashar al-Assad. In reality, ISIS 
was focused only on taking territory and 
power from other Muslim opposition 
groups, not on liberating Syrians from 
Assad’s regime. ISIS ruined the lives of 
everyone who came into contact with 
them, including their own members, 
who were often tortured and forced to 
fight by ISIS after learning what ISIS truly 
was. 
 
Narrative – Leaving Belgium to Fight 
Jihad with the Islamic State Caliphate 
features 29-year-old Belgian, Abu 
Usama al Belgique, who was 
interviewed by Anne Speckhard in 
August of 2018 in a detention facility in 
northern Syria run by the Kurdish-led 
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF). The 
video clip was video edited and 
produced by Zack Baddorf and our 
ICSVE team.  
 
Growing up in Vilvoorde, Belgium, Abu 
Usama al Belgique was not dedicated to 
his religion. He recalls, “I knew nothing 
about Islam. Only what I know is 
Ramadan and say I’m Muslim.” His 
interest was piqued in 2011, when, as a 
teenager, he traveled to Morocco upon 
the death of his grandmother. He 
explains, “This was my time I start to 
pray, to start interest about my religion, 
because before this I didn’t pray.”  
 

Back in Belgium, he sought the tutelage 
of a group called Sharia4Belgium. The 
leaders of Sharia4Belgium adhered to 
an extremist version of Islam and 
encouraged their members to become 
radicalized and travel to Syria. Abu 
Usama describes the factors to which he 
was exposed by the leaders of 
Sharia4Belgium that ultimately drove 
his decision to go to Syria in 2013: “The 
emotion that [led me] to Syria is 
because many videos spread that 
Bashar al Assad, the regime of Assad, 
airstrike the civilians and make barrels 
bombs and like this.” He was swayed by 
the calls of Syrian civilians, “saying, 
‘Where are the Muslims in the world? 
Where are the Arabs?’ ‘Even you [can’t] 
help us militarily, you can help us [as] 
humanitarian.’” Moreover, he says, “We 
have scholars making speeches and 
saying, ‘Everybody must go to jihad.’ 
Maybe more than 60 scholars in this 
time called [us] to jihad.” 
 
So, Abu Usama traveled to Syria with a 
friend and immediately joined ISIS. After 
completing his training to become a 
fighter, he married and lived in Taqba, 
near Raqqa with his wife and children. 
He admits, “My function was only 
fighter, to go to the front line like this. 
But not more. I [fought] in Aleppo. I was 
in the Deir ez Zor. Many provinces. 
When I go into the front lines, it’s not 
easy you know. Human beings can [be] 
scared.”  
 
Nevertheless, Abu Usama was able to 
put aside his fear in pursuit of his 
jihadist ideology, though he soon 
realized that the battles he was fighting 
were not holy or righteous at all. Abu 
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Usama was driven to join ISIS by the 
plight of Syrians oppressed by Assad’s 
regime, but, as he recounts, “The 
majority of territory that ISIS takes is 
from the Free Syrian Army and from 
Jabhat al Nusra. ISIS didn’t take 
[anything] from the regime of Assad.” 
Abu Usama states that ISIS manipulated 
its members into fighting for power, not 
for religion: “ISIS, when they start 
fighting against Jabhat al Nusra and Free 
Syrian Army, it was more for the oil in 
Deir ez Zor. They [taught] the soldiers to 
say, ‘These people are not Muslims. You 
must fight them.’” 
 
Disillusioned by ISIS, Abu Usama 
stopped fighting but faced immense 
criticism and punishment for his 
decision, recalling, “I stay many times at 
home. Many people say to me, ‘Why 
[did] you change?’ ‘You like your wife 
more than jihad.’ Also, in 2016, they 
give me 200 [lashes]. They put me in 
prison in June 2017, because I don’t 
want to fight.” Eventually, Abu Usama 
was released from prison when he 
promised to fight with ISIS against the 
Syrian Democratic Forces [SDF], but he 
then surrendered to the SDF with his 
wife and two children.  
 
Now detained by the SDF, Abu Usama is 
filled with regret for his decision to join 
ISIS: “It makes me sick that I was a 
member of them. Because in the future, 
people are going to see me – Abu 
Usama, the ISIS guy.” He knows now 
that “ISIS, they don’t have humanity. 
[ISIS] are animals […] [ISIS] are 
monsters. They have nothing to do with 
religion. These people want only 
power.” All that Abu Usama wants now 

is to return to Belgium with his family, 
even though he knows that he would be 
imprisoned upon return: “I’m missing so 
much Belgium. [Since] 2013, I didn’t see 
my mother. I want to see my family, my 
parents, my brothers. I have a sister. I 
understand because we are member of 
ISIS, we must be punished for this.” To 
anyone who may be considering joining 
ISIS, Abu Usama issues a warning: 
“Don’t join. You going to lose everything 
for these monsters, to make crimes and 
to kill.” 
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Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
The propaganda of ISIS is and was very 
successful at producing emotionally 
evocative propaganda messages that 
successfully move youth and those not 
well versed in Islam into violent action. 
In this regard, we must help youth to 
know what their religion actually 
teaches, and that extreme violence is 
rarely, if ever, a solution to societal or 
personal problems promoted by any 
religion—Islam included. 
 
While Islam does allow for legitimate 
jihad in some circumstance, there are 
clear regulations to follow in those 
cases which do not allow for 
indiscriminate killing, harming women, 
children, elderly, or even trees. 
Likewise, there are clear conditions for 
declaring an Islamic State and a Caliph 
which ISIS never met. Moreover, Islam 
does not condone corruption or 
oppression of any kind.  
 
One must be wise enough not to be 
fooled by going into something 
extremist that presents violence and 
brutality as the answer. In reality this is 
the thing about which one should have 
doubts as the Prophet (PBUH) said: 
“Leave what causes you doubt and turn 
to what does not cause you doubt.” Al-
Tirmithi, Book No. 1, hadith No. 593. 
Violence is regulated in Islam, as in all 
religions, and generally prohibited in 
most situations—unlike terrorist groups 
which use brutality in nearly all 
situations. 
 
While ISIS preached harshness and 
brutality, Islam teaches that youth 

should learn how to be beloved to Allah, 
his Prophet and his society, as the 
Prophet said: “The believer who mixes 
with people and endures their injury is 
better than the person who does not 
mix with people nor endure their 
injury,” meaning carrying the suffering 
of society, caring for each other etc. 
makes one an integral part of that 
society and beloved by it. Bukhari, al-
Adab al-Mufrad, book No.21 hadith 
No.4. The Prophet also said: “The 
believer is likable, easily approachable, 
and pleasant when approaching others. 
And there is no good in one who is 
difficult to approach and harsh with 
others. And the best of people are those 
who are most beneficial to people.” Al-
Albani/al-Silsila al-Sahiha, hadith No. 
425. Thus it is important to comport 
yourself in a way that makes you lovable 
to those living around you. 
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Discussion Questions: 
 

• What do you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you believe Abu Usama’s 
depiction of his life in ISIS? 

• Why do you think Abu Usama 
was so swayed by 
Sharia4Belgium’s extreme 
interpretation of Islam? 

• Abu Usama says 60 scholars 
called for jihad.  How does one 
determine if a scholar is a 
legitimate scholar and 
presenting the true Islam? 

• How do you think Abu Usama 
felt as he was leaving Belgium to 
go to Syria and join ISIS? 

• Why do you think ISIS did not 
fight Bashar al-Assad’s regime? 

• Why do you think ISIS was more 
focused on fighting other Syrian 
opposition groups than fighting 
the regime? 

• How do you think Abu Usama 
felt when he learned that some 
of the group he was fighting 
were other Muslims who were 
not oppressing Syrian civilians 
like the regime was? 

• Do you think that fighting for 
control of oil rather than 
liberating Muslims is a legitimate 
form of jihad? 

• How do you think Abu Usama 
felt when he was imprisoned by 
ISIS for not fighting? 

• What advice would you have 
given Abu Usama in order to 
become more committed to 
Islam, instead of joining ISIS? 

 

Transcript of Leaving Belgium to Fight 
Jihad with the Islamic State Caliphate 
 
In 2011, I was in [high] school and I 
went to Morocco, because my 
grandmother died. 
 
This was my time I start to pray, to start 
interest about my religion, because 
before this I didn’t pray.   
 
I knew nothing about Islam.  
Only what I know is Ramadan and say 
I’m Muslim. 
 
I [was] born in Belgium.   
 
I was living in [the] city Vilvoorde, 
not so far from Brussels. 
 
I went to the university.  
I studied marketing. 
 
When I started [my] interest in Islam, 
then I started to listen to 
Sharia4Belgium. 
 
We have Fouad Belkacem, Abu Imran  
and Jean-Louis in Brussels. 
 
I start to learn many things. 
 
TEXT: In the beginning,  
Abu Usama al Belgique  
watched extremist  
YouTube videos every day. 
 
In the same time I started to pray, 
I was still smoking [weed]. 
 
ABU USAMA 
al BELGIQUE 
29-year-old Belgian 
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Former ISIS Soldier 
 
And then I saw many people in 
Vilvoorde became radical before me, of 
course, and I start to learn from them. 
 
In Vilvoorde, there are many people 
who are members of Sharia4Belgium. 
 
Many people from Vilvoorde went to 
Syria, 
and it start like follow, follow, follow, 
follow. 
 
I went to Syria in June 2013. 
 
The emotion that [led me] to Syria 
is because many videos spread that   
 
Bashar al Assad, the regime of Assad, 
airstrike  
the civilians and make barrels bombs 
and like this. 
 
When I started to pray and go into my 
religion, Islam, 
you have [Syrian] civilians calling 
people,   
 
saying, ‘Where are the Muslims in the 
world? 
Where are the Arabs?’ 
 
‘Even you [can’t] help us help us 
militarily,  
you can help us [as] humanitarian.’ 
 
Even in this time, we have scholars 
making speeches 
and saying, ‘Everybody must go to 
jihad.’ 
 
Maybe more then 60 scholars 

in this time called [us] to jihad. 
 
I went [into Syria] with one friend  
and he contact with his cousin inside in 
ISIS. 
 
I joined [my] Belgians friends 
that I know from before. 
It was Majlis Shura Mujahideen. 
 
I saw all [my] friends from Vilvoorde  
stay with ISIS, 
 
because Majlis Shura Mujahideen  
give allegiance to ISIS. 
 

I make training camps in August 2013. 
 

It was sports to have conditioning. 
 

Also, to learn with the gun  
to go right, to go left. 
 

I get married in 2014. 
 

I was living in Tabqa in west of Raqqa  
from 2014 to 2017 with my children. 
 
My function was only fighter, 
to go to the front line like this. But not 
more. 
 
I [fought] in Aleppo. I was in the Deir ez 
Zor.   
Many provinces. 
 
When I go into the front lines, it’s not 
easy you know.  
Human beings can [be] scared. 
 
I went to Syria for ideology, for jihad. 
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I didn’t understand you have two 
groups: 
ISIS and Jabhat al Nusra. 
 
I know from before,  
ISIS has some problems with Free Syrian 
Army. 
 
The majority of territory that ISIS takes 
is  
from the Free Syria Army and from 
Jabhat al Nusra.   
 
ISIS didn’t take [anything]  
from the regime of Assad. 
 
Only maybe small things like the 17th 
Division 
and the airport of Tabqa. 
 
ISIS, when they start fighting  
against Jabhat al Nusra and Free Syrian 
Army, 
 
it was more for the oil in Deir ez Zor. 
 
They [taught] the solders to say, 
‘These people are not Muslims. You 
must fight them.’ 
 
Everything is fighting for power. 
 
I stop fighting [for them],  
like, in 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017. 
 
I want to stop, but sometimes you have 
pressure  
and they force you [to join in again]. 
 
And you say what, you know what, 
I’m going to go before they going to 
catch me.  
 

And it’s like this.  
It’s living [being] scared. 
 
I stay many times at home.  
Many people say to me, ‘Why [did] you 
change?’ 
 
‘You like your wife more than jihad.’ 
 
Also, in 2016, they give me 200 [lashes]. 
 
They put me in prison in June 2017, 
because I don’t want to fight. 
 
The Syrian Democratic Forces 
surrounded Raqqa. 
 
And [ISIS] said to me, 
‘You gonna fight with us or not?’   
 
I say, ‘I’m going to fight inside Raqqa,’ 
and they let me free.   
 
I surrender myself with my family  
in checkpoint [of SDF]. 
 
TEXT: The SDF have detained Abu 
Usama al Belgique in Syria. 
 
[The SDF soldier] was very good with 
me.  
He help me and he was very nice — not 
like ISIS. 
 
I have a wife. I have two children. 
 
I want to educate my children like a 
human being, 
like [how] my father he educated me. 
 
I want to forget ISIS, you know?  
Because when I remember this, I 
become sick about them. 
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It makes me sick  
that I was a member of them. 
 
Because in the future, people are going 
to see me — 
Abu Usama, the ISIS guy. 
 
We was living inside them.   
 
We was living inside 
this monstrous people. 
 
Even I want to [teach] my son to forget 
ISIS  
and never to speak about ISIS. 
 
That’s not the way of the religion.   
 
That’s not a value of humanity, 
because ISIS, they don’t have humanity. 
 
[ISIS] are animals.   
 
I’m missing so much Belgium.   
[Since] 2013, I didn’t see my mother.   
 
I want to see my family, my parents, my 
brothers.  
I have a sister. 
 
I understand because we are member of 
ISIS, 
we must be punished for this. 
 
I don’t have blood on my hands. 
 
I fought but I didn’t kill. And not 
shooting so much. 
I’m scared in fighting. I don’t make 
execution.   
 
ISIS are like this make kidnapping,  

killing innocent people and killing 
journalists. 
 
Many family lose their people. 
Many crimes, crimes. 
 
[Tell] me one thing that ISIS [do that is] 
good.  
All the things they [do are] bad. 
 
[ISIS] are monsters.  
They have nothing to do with religion. 
 
These people want only power.   
 
ISIS supporters, they see me like, 
‘This guy is a traitor, you know. This guy, 
we must kill him.’ 
 
You know, I’m a dead man for ISIS.   
 
Don’t join. 
 
You going to lose everything for these 
monsters, 
to make crimes and to kill. 
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Making Hijrah to the Islamic State 
Caliphate 

 
 
Speaker - Beatrice 
 
Nationality – Belgian 
 
Age – 31-years-old  
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Main Message – Extremist groups insist 
that true believers should take hijrah, 
i.e. migrate to live in lands rules by 
shariah law.  Groups like ISIS use this as 
a call to travel to the “Caliphate.” Many 
Muslims heeded this call, but they did 
not find Islamic living.  In fact, they 
found the opposite in ISIS: violations of 
Islamic scriptures, extreme brutality, 
and corruption which is a reason to 
ignore ISIS’s current calls to engage in 
and support violent extremism. 
Likewise, groups like ISIS promote 
suicide terrorism as a path to 
repentance when actually it is just one 
more grave sin according to Islam. 
 
Narrative – Making Hijrah the Islamic State 
Caliphate features 31-year-old Belgian, 
Beatrice, who was interviewed by Anne 
Speckhard in August of 2018 in a detention 
facility in northern Syria run by the 
Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces 
(SDF). The video clip was video edited and 
produced by Zack Baddorf and our ICSVE 
team.  
 
Beatrice, similar to other cases of 
European converts and reverts to Islam, 
felt guilty about many life decisions she 
had made while living in Belgium, and 
felt she needed to  radically alter her life 
after converting to Islam. She recalls, 
“When I entered in Islam, I wanted to 
change my life.” Before converting, she 
had been living a dissipate life, “For me, 
when I think about my life before, it was 
very bad what I did. I was using hashish, 
alcohol, so many things.” She states, “I 
wanted Allah to forgive me. This is the 
dream of all Muslims.” 
 

As she entered into Islam, however, she, 
like many newcomers, found extremists 
beliefs that influenced her thinking. “I 
learned a little about Islam and then I 
heard about hijrah. Hijrah is a belief that 
groups like ISIS insist upon, that all 
Muslims should migrate to lands ruled 
by shariah law. Beatrice recalls being 
confused about how to accomplish that, 
“I searched many things [on the 
Internet]. I wanted first go to Malaysia 
or Indonesia. And then I read about 
Syria.”   
 
“I was on Facebook,” she recalls, “and I 
spoke with people in these days. And 
then [in 2014], I fell to ISIS.  While social 
media companies, including Facebook, 
have since taken robust steps to take 
down extremist propaganda and 
recruiting profiles on their platforms, 
exposure to terrorist groups and their 
ideologies is one of the four factors that 
ICSVE researchers continually have 
found that can combine to make a 
terrorist (including strong social support 
for joining alongside individual 
vulnerabilities and motivations)1. 
Likewise, despite strong take-down 
policies, social media platforms, 
including Facebook, still serve as a 
platform for terrorist propaganda and 
recruiters, particularly in foreign 
languages that are harder to monitor—
profiles they take down as soon as they 
learn of them.  Examining Facebook 
profiles in January of 2019, ICSVE 
researchers were able to identify over 
500 ISIS distributors and endorsers 
operating in Albanian, Turkish, English, 
and Arabic, and many of them 
purportedly living in the Balkans, Turkey 
and Syria2. This is chilling evidence that 
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ISIS can still reach vulnerable individuals 
like Beatrice. 
 
“I came alone from Belgium [in 2014],” 
Beatrice explains. She further adds, “But 
we crossed the border [into Syria] with 
many people. And then we went into 
one house. After this house, where they 
took all our papers, we went to Raqqa 
by car. [In Raqqa,] they say I must stay 
two months in the madhafa [women’s 
house] before I can marry and go out.” 
 
Beatrice was very surprised to have her 
identity and travel documents 
confiscated by ISIS and to be locked up 
in the madhafa. She recalls learning 
their strict gender discriminatory rules 
and attempting to argue with the ISIS 
members holding her virtually as a 
prisoner until she agreed to marry an 
ISIS fighter. “If you don’t marry, you stay 
in the madhafa, closed. They say to me 
that women [aren’t permitted] to go out 
alone without a man, this, this. But this I 
don’t understand,  because it’s not from 
Islam. I stayed two months in the 
madhafa and then I married [a French 
foreign fighter],” she recalls. 
 
She was paired with a man whom she 
described as kind enough to protect her 
from ISIS brutalities. “My husband was 
very caring.” He don’t [doesn’t] take me 
so much outside, because he knows it’s 
possible to see bad things [such as 
beheadings] or maybe bombs, you 
know,” she explains. 
 
Despite her husband’s attempts to 
shelter her, Beatrice was aware of the 
captured Yazidi women who were 
repeatedly raped. “It’s not about Islam, 

what they do with the Yazidis, what 
they do with the women in the 
madhafa, what they do in [their] 
prisons,” Beatrice recounts. “This is not 
from the Sunna and the Quran. I never 
read like this,” she states.  She goes on 
to give examples of how ISIS routinely 
violated Islamic scriptures, “Allah (SWT) 
said in the Quran, ‘Cut the hand,’ but 
there are conditions. You cannot cut the 
hand of someone because he steals 
glasses.” “The good of slavery in the 
time of the Prophet (PBUH) is to make 
them free.  To teach them Islam and to 
make them free. Not to rape them, to 
use them, to beat them like this,” she 
states.   
 
After Beatrice escaped from ISIS, she 
was detained in a camp with Samantha 
El Hassani, an American woman, who 
Beatrice claims had also been 
mistreated by ISIS. “She told me her 
story,” Beatrice recalls, adding, “This 
also is not from Islam. They tortured 
her. They beat her. They made her 
naked.” 
 
Beatrice and her family tried to escape 
ISIS but were caught repeatedly. During 
one of those attempted escapes, their 
smuggler sold them to ISIS. “They 
caught us, and my husband went to 
jail,” she recounts.  He didn’t share with 
her what they did to him, but she knows 
it was bad. 
 
Later, Beatrice and her one-year-old son 
escaped ISIS by joining a Syrian 
women’s caravan, which was allowed to 
travel into YPG-controlled territory. The 
YPG arrested and hold Beatrice in a 
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detention camp run by the Syrian 
Democratic Forces (SDF). 
 
“[My husband escaped ISIS] after me, 
because it was very chaotic,” she 
explains. He is held in another SDF 
detention facility.  (ICSVE researchers 
have been able to interview some of the 
European couples who were inside ISIS, 
now housed in such detention centers, 
although, in some instance, they have 
declined to be interviewed). 
 
“What is hard [about detention] is we 
don’t know when we will go back, if we 
will go back,” Beatrice explains. She 
worries, “What will happen with our 
children? If they will get sick,” if they 
will get hurt, that there are no 
vaccinations in the camp and some of 
the children have already died of 
Typhoid. “There are diseases,” she 
explains. “We don’t have all medicines 
to take care of children. We don’t have 
vaccinations. The most difficult here is 
for our children. Today [my son] 
Abdallah was coughing,” Beatrice 
alarmingly describes, noting that she 
immediately thought he had whooping 
cough and might die.  
 
Beatrice wants to go back to Belgium 
but fears she will not be allowed to 
return home. Indeed, politicians and 
policymakers throughout Europe are 
currently reluctant to repatriate their 
citizens who went to Syria and Iraq as 
foreign fighters and their spouses. They 
are also reluctant to take children either 
taken or born in the ISIS-controlled 
territory, allowing them to languish in 
Syrian and Iraqi detention camps and 
under despicable conditions.  Some of 

these children are passport carrying 
European citizens. This is tantamount to 
delivering collective punishment and 
allowing the children to suffer for the 
fact that, at no fault of their own, their 
parents either brought them into ISIS 
territory or bore them there.  
 
“[Life in Belgium] was very good,” 
Beatrice recounts. “It's my country. I 
grew up there. I was born there. And in 
fact it's when we lose things that we 
really realize their value,” she explains.    
 
Beatrice recalls the lies she was told 
while living in Belgium. “When I was in 
Belgium and I converted to Islam, I was 
told, ‘No, Belgium is not for you. You 
have to go live in a Muslim country.’ But 
I can very well live my Islam in Belgium 
actually. And better than here [in 
Syria].” 
 
When Beatrice was asked about 
revealing her identity or giving her real 
name, she expressed fear about ISIS 
members still active in Belgium and that 
people in Europe are still joining and 
supporting ISIS. She says that is, 
“Because they don’t know the truth 
[about ISIS].”  She is right to fear as well 
as in Camps al Hol and al Roj there have 
been threats, assaults, tent burnings 
and even murders carried out by still 
dedicated ISIS enforcers against those 
who speak out against ISIS. 
 
Beatrice ends her message with advice 
to others like herself living back in 
Belgium and possibly still exposed to 
their seductive lies: “I give advice to all 
young girls who want to join the ranks 
of ISIS: Don’t venture there. There’s 
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nothing there. The reality is chaos. It's 
manipulation, lying, treachery, and they 
played with Islam, in fact. They invented 
a totally fictitious Islam. Their practices 
are not part of Islam. And this Caliphate 
has never been a Caliphate, in fact. It's 
totally a lie.” 
 
Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
When we review the sacred texts of 
Islam to find out if there are any texts 
which establish slavery, we see scholars 
answering that there is NO text in the 
Qur’an or the Sunna which establishes 
this status. On the contrary, we can find 
that there are texts which exclude 
enslaving people. The Qur’an clearly 
states that when the war ends there are 
only two options pertaining to 
prisoners: “Therefore, when you meet 
the unbelievers smite their necks, then, 
when you have killed many of them, tie 
the bonds. Then, either free them by 
grace or ransom until war shall lay down 
its loads, in this way, it shall be” (Surah 
47, ayah 4). While killing one’s capture 
enemies is an option, there is no option 
for enslavement at all in this verse, 
although it talks specifically about 
prisoners of war, who were turned 
abruptly into slaves before Islam in 
similar conditions. The ayah explains the 
procedure of capturing enemy warriors 
as war prisoners, then these prisoners 
are either released for free or released 
for a ransom taken from the enemy, 
which might be money, commodities or 
releasing Muslim prisoners captured by 
the enemy. There is no option for taking 
them as slaves, otherwise the ayah 
should say enslave them and then it is 

up to the owner to do whatever he 
wants with them. 
Because the practice of slavery was 
widespread before Islam, Islam also 
dealt with the issue of the relations 
between a slave and his owner. It was 
under the light of many sacred texts, to 
gradually lead to their freedom, also 
treating them with respect and a degree 
of equality to oneself, as the Prophet 
peace be upon him said: “Your slaves 
are your brethren upon whom Allah has 
given you authority. So, if one has one’s 
brethren under one’s control, one 
should feed them with the like of what 
one eats and clothe them with the like 
of what one wears. You should not 
overburden them with what they 
cannot bear, and if you do so, help them 
(in their hard job)” (Sahih al-Bukhari 
2545). 
 
As for enslaving free men via various 
means, our Prophet peace be upon him 
said: “The Prophet said, Allah says, ‘I will 
be against three persons on the Day of 
Resurrection: One who makes a 
covenant in My Name, but he proves 
treacherous. One who sells a free 
person (as a slave) and eats the price, 
and one who employs a laborer and 
gets the full work done by him but does 
not pay him his wages” (Sahih al-
Bukhari 2227). This general impression 
of freedom was continually present 
after Islam came. Even Omar -the 
second caliph-, may Allah be pleased 
with him, once said: “When did you 
enslave people when they were born 
free?”, which gives us a clear view of 
how freedom was protected and 
maintained as a general goal of the 
Islamic legislations. 
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Why, then, we see and hear many 
Muslims declare that slavery is still 
permissible in Islam, with even some 
terrorist groups like ISIS enslaving 
captured free people like Yazidis? To 
answer this question, we say that the 
methodology of understanding the 
Qur’an and Sunna has to be persistent 
and reasonable. We have to examine 
the similar Ayahs and Hadiths to see the 
full picture. Cutting some Ayahs or 
Hadiths out of their context does not 
give us the full view, on the contrary, it 
destroys it and creates discrepancies 
within the sacred texts. So, when 
certain groups took the gradual 
procedures legislated by the Qur’an and 
Sunna out of their real context they 
proclaimed that these are clear texts of 
how to deal with prisoners by enslaving 
them, claiming that the scriptures say 
implicitly that it is permissible to enslave 
non-Muslim prisoners of war, such as 
Yazidis. They brought weak hadiths 
which states some companions of the 
Prophet enslaved prisoners of war, 
which is actually a fabrication. The 
Yazidis were free people and those who 
enslaved them, raped the women and 
sold them for a certain price have 
committed a grave sin before Allah as 
the verses stated earlier make clear 
these are actions serious condemned by 
Allah.  Islamic scriptures are plainspoken 
in stating that for those who enslave. 
Allah will be against them on the Day of 
Resurrection, as the Prophet said.  Thus, 
for groups like ISIS who enslaved and 
facilitated the systematic rape of a 
whole group of women we know that 
Allah’s wrath and punishment is just 
around the corner. See more on slavery 
and Islam here3. 

Discussion Questions: 
 

• What do you feel watching this 
video? 

• Beatrice was a young convert 
being told she had to make 
hijrah, what do you think of that 
claim made by ISIS to her? 

• Beatrice now feels she can 
follow Islam in Belgium where 
before she believed she had to 
migrate to do so, what do you 
think about this? 

• How can we support a diversity 
of faiths so that people don’t 
feel they need to leave home to 
follow their religion? 

• Beatrice admits to using drugs 
and engaging in a “wild” life 
before converting to Islam.  How 
do you think she needs to repent 
for her “sins” and gain Allah’s 
forgiveness? 

• Is suicide terrorism a way to 
atone for all one’s sins, a true 
path to Paradise? 

• Beatrice doesn’t believe taking 
women into slavery is an Islamic 
practice, what do you believe 
and why? 
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Transcript of Making Hijrah to the 
Islamic State Caliphate 
 
BEATRICE 
ISIS wife  
31-year old Belgian 
 
When I entered in Islam, I wanted to 
change my life. 
 
For me, when I think about my life 
before, it was very bad what I did. 
 
I was using hashish, alcohol, so many 
things. 
 
And then, I realized it was very bad. 
 
I wanted Allah to forgive me. This is the 
dream of all Muslims. 
 
I learned a little about Islam and then I 
heard about hijrah. 
 
TEXT: Hijrah is the extremist belief that 
Muslims should migrate to lands ruled 
by shariah law. 
 
I searched many things [on the 
Internet].  
I wanted first go to Malaysia or 
Indonesia. 
 
I don’t know. I was confused.   
 
And then I read about Syria.   
 
I was on Facebook, you know, and I 
spoke with people in these days. 
 
And then [in 2014], I fell to ISIS. 
 

I came alone from Belgium [in 2014]. 
But we crossed the border [into Syria] 
with many people. 
 
And then we went into one house. 
 
After this house, where they took all our 
papers, we went to Raqqa by car. 
 
[In Raqqa,] they say I must stay two 
months in the madhafa [women’s 
house] before I can marry and go out. 
 
If you don’t marry, you stay in the 
madhafa, closed. 
 
They say to me that women [aren’t 
permitted] to go out alone without a 
man, this, this. 
 
But this I don’t understand,  because it’s 
not from Islam. 
 
I stayed two months in the madhafa 
and then I married [a French foreign 
fighter]. 
 
My husband was very caring. 
 
He don’t take me so much outside, 
because he knows it’s possible to see 
bad things [such as beheadings] or 
maybe bombs, you know. 
 
TEXT: Despite her husband’s attempts 
to shelter her, Beatrice was aware of 
the captured Yazidi women who were 
repeatedly raped. 
 
It’s not about Islam, what they do with 
the Yazidis, what they do with the 
women in the madhafa, what they do in 
[their] prisons. 
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This is not from the Sunna and the 
Quran. I never read like this. 
 
Allah (SWT) said in the Quran, ‘Cut the 
hand,’ but there are conditions.   
 
You cannot cut the hand of someone 
because he steals glasses. 
 
The good of slavery in the time of the 
Prophet (PBUH) is to make them free.   
 
To teach them Islam and to make them 
free. 
 
Not to rape them, to use them, to beat 
them like this.   
 
Also, one woman from America, 
[Samantha El Hassani], she told me her 
story. 
 
This also is not from Islam. They 
tortured her. They beat her. They made 
her naked. 
 
TEXT: Beatrice and her family tried to 
escape ISIS. 
 
They caught us, and my husband went 
to jail. 
 
TEXT: During another escape attempt, 
their smuggler sold them to ISIS. 
 
TEXT: Later, Beatrice and her one-year-
old son escaped ISIS by joining a Syrian 
women’s caravan allowed to travel into 
YPG territory. 
 

TEXT: The YPG arrested and holds 
Beatrice in a detention camp run by the 
Syrian Democratic Forces. 
 
[My husband escaped ISIS] after me, 
because it was very chaotic. 
 
TEXT: Beatrice’s husband is held in 
another YPG detention facility. 
 
What is hard [about detention] is we 
don’t know when we will go back, if we 
will go back. 
 
And what will happen with our children? 
If they will get sick. 
 
If they will have one stone here, 
because children play with stones. I see 
open [cuts]. 
 
There are diseases. We don’t have all 
medicines to take care of children. 
 
We don’t have vaccinations. The most 
difficult here is for our children. 
 
Today [my son] Abdallah was coughing. 
 
I was thinking, ‘Ok, enough, he has 
whooping cough now.’ 
 
No, I don’t think he has it, but we 
become a little bit hypochondriac.   
 
TEXT: Beatrice wants to go back to 
Belgium but fears she will not be 
allowed to return home. 
 
[Life in Belgium] was very good. It's my 
country. I grew up there. I was born 
there. 
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And in fact it's when we lose things that 
we really realize their value.    
 
When I was in Belgium and I converted 
to Islam, I was told, 
 
‘No, Belgium is not for you. You have to 
go live in a Muslim country.’ 
 
But I can very well live my Islam in 
Belgium actually. And better than here 
[in Syria]. 
 
TEXT: People in Europe are still joining 
and supporting ISIS. 
 
Because they don’t know the truth. 
 
I give advice to all young girls who want 
to join the ranks of ISIS: 
 

Don’t venture there. There’s nothing 
there. 
 
The reality is chaos. It's manipulation, 
lying, treachery, and they played with 
Islam, in fact. 
 
They invented a totally fictitious Islam. 
Their practices are not part of Islam. 
 
And this Caliphate has never been a 
Caliphate, in fact. 
 
It's totally a lie. 
 
The Truth Behind the Islamic State 
 
Sponsored by the International Center 
for the Study of Violent Extremism 
 www.ICSVE.org 
 
See more at www.TheRealJihad.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Speckhard, A. (2016). The lethal cocktail of terrorism. The International Center for the Study of Violent 
Extremism (ICSVE). http://www.icsve.org/the-lethal-cocktail-of-terrorism/  
 
2 Speckhard, A., & Shajkovci, A. (2019). Is ISIS still alive on the Internet? Homeland Security Today. 
https://www.hstoday.us/subject-matter-areas/terrorism-study/is-isis-still-alive-and-well-on-the-internet/  
 
3 Sheik Ali. (July 11, 2021) Islam and Slavery. https://www.therealjihad.org/islam-and-slavery/ 
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Marrying over the Internet into the 
Islamic State  

 
 
Speaker – Abu Usama al Belgique 
 
Nationality – Belgian 
 
Age – 29-years-old  
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Main Message – ISIS leaders were cruel 
to those serving under them, at times 
stealing their wives, other times 
torturing them under mistaken 
accusations. ISIS leaders, and those who 
recruited in Europe on their behalf, 
manipulated Islamic scriptures to 
convince people to follow them. 
 
Narrative – Interpreting Scriptures in the 
Islamic State Caliphate features 29-year-
old Belgian Abu Usama al Belgique, who 
was interviewed by Anne Speckhard in 
August of 2018 in a detention facility in 
northern Syria run by the Syrian 
Democratic Forces (SDF). The video clip 
was video edited and produced by Zack 
Baddorf and our ICSVE team.  
 
In this video clip, Abu Usama tells a 
story of ISIS corruption and lack of fealty 
among the ISIS cadres.  He begins by 
saying, “A German [ISIS] guy, he’s 
originally from Morocco. He wanted to 
marry a German wife. Maybe they were 
married on the Internet, because in ISIS, 
many people married on Internet, Skype 
and Facebook like this. She wanted to 
come to ISIS, to join her husband. When 
she came to the border [of ISIS territory, 
she said] ‘I came for my husband or for 
one man I want to marry.’” 
 
“In ISIS, you know, Iraqis have powers,” 
Abu Usama states, referring to the fact 
that most of the ISIS leadership was 
Iraqi or Syrian. “Iraqi [ISIS] people, they 
have Glocks and Hilux Toyota [trucks]. 
And he sees this wife from the West, 
from Europe, he says, ‘It’s better for 
me.’ Maybe he saw the woman as 
beautiful. And when she says, ‘Where is 

my husband?’ And they say, ‘Your 
husband is dead.’ But he’s not dead.”  
 
“After a few days, the German man goes 
to the border,” Abu Usama continues, 
“and he says, ‘I heard my wife, she 
came. I want to know where she is.’ 
They say, ‘She is gone. She is married to 
an Iraqi guy.’ ISIS has many mafias like 
this. You have so many stories [like this]. 
Even inside ISIS, there is not friendship, 
like brother, like we are one. You have 
many stories [where they] stole from 
each other, you know.”   
 
Abu Usama continues with his stories of 
ISIS mistreatment: “Like, I know one 
Belgian guy,  
he was in prison. They torture him. They 
torture him, because he says, ‘You are a 
spy. You are working for the crusaders 
against us. You kill Hanani. You kill many 
people.’  But he has nothing to do [with 
that]. He never saw Hanani in his life. 
And they beat him, they beat him, they 
beat him, for 30 days. And he was 
maybe 52 days in prison. Then [ISIS] 
knows after 52 days, he was innocent. 
After they know he is innocent, he gave 
him a sak [a document] to say, ‘We are 
sorry.’” 
 
“And all these radical groups, I now 
understand from my mistake that these 
people want only power and this new 
religion from 300 years ago, Wahhabi 
religion,” Abu Usama states. Abu 
Usama, like many who came to Syria 
radicalized and with Islamic ideals in 
their mind, has gradually come to terms 
with the un-Islamic, corrupt, and highly 
brutal nature of the ISIS Caliphate.  He 
now understands how extremists in his 
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home country of Belgium and ISIS 
leaders in Syria and Iraq, respectively, 
manipulated Islamic scriptures to 
support their movement. He adds, 
“After a few years, I understand all 
these texts are not in its place. You have 
one Quran. You have one verse in the 
Quran, you can make 10 interpretations 
or 20. The groups, like Sharia4Belgium, 
they make interpretation to understand 
you it’s like this. Not to look the story [in 
the Quran] and the details and 
everything.” 
 
“You live like in the darkness and 
scared,” Abu Usama says of life in the 
ISIS Caliphate. “You must be with them. 
But inside, in your heart, you say, ‘I’m 
not with these people. I don’t want to 
be like these people, ” he shares. 
 
Likewise, he now understands, “This 
Islam is not going to bring you to 
Paradise. It’s going to bring you to hell, 
killing innocent people, kidnapping 
journalists and making terror attacks 
and killing children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
Marriage in Islam happens with the 
consent of the man and woman. When 
the husband dies, the woman has to 
practice the “iddah”, a period of 4 lunar 
months and 10 days in which the 
woman mourns her husband and 
observes whether she is pregnant from 
her now deceased husband.  As the 
Quran instructs on such matters: “And 
those of you who die and leave wives 
behind such wives shall wait by 
themselves for four months and ten 
(nights).” Surah al-Baqarah (the cow), 
Ayah No. 234. Following this waiting 
period, the woman has the right to 
marry again. In the case of a marriage 
over the Internet, as Abu Usama 
describes, if a woman’s husband was 
not dead, and she married another man, 
and her new husband knows that her 
real husband is alive, then he is 
committing adultery, and the marriage 
contract would not be considered 
legitimate.  
 
Torturing is haram, meaning forbidden, 
in Islam. According to Islam, when 
torture is carried out against an 
innocent person, the tortured has the 
right to do the same to those who 
torture him, as the Quran says: “If any 
one aggresses against you, so aggress 
against him with the likeness of that 
which he has aggressed against you. 
Fear Allah, and know that Allah is with 
the cautious.” Surah al-Baqarah (the 
cow), Ayah No. 194. This verse is often 
used and manipulated by terrorists. For 
instance, they often claim they have the 
right to target westerners in response to 
torture carried out against fellow 
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Muslims in Guantanamo Bay or by 
dressing Western hostages (e.g. 
journalists) in orange jumpsuits and 
torturing them as well. However, this 
verse refers to harming only those who 
harm, and not generalizing revenge 
against the members of public at large, 
as terrorists try to argue. Torturing 
people, in any case, is against the 
Islamic law. If a person dies due to 
torture, then the relatives of the 
deceased have the right to kill the killer, 
as the Quran says: “Believers, retaliation 
is decreed for you concerning the killed. 
A free (man) for a free (man), a slave for 
a slave, and a female for a female.” 
Surah al-Baqarah (the cow), Ayah No. 
178.  Again, it should be emphasized 
that these verses do not condone 
generalized revenge against a whole 
society or civilians for the acts of their 
military or intelligence, for instance. 
 
ISIS, and other groups like it, manipulate 
the sacred religious texts in order to 
recruit people, or to appear as though 
they are the holders of Islam in their 
time. Also apparent in their conduct, 
they don’t possess a real knowledge to 
understand the texts and to derive the 
needed laws and contemporary 
practices out of it. The scholars of Islam, 
such as Sahih al-Bukhari, Sahih Muslim 
and others, have made enormous 
efforts to collect the authentic hadiths 
of the Prophet and have compiled many 
books that contain these hadiths. True 
Islamic scholars understand which are 
authentic hadiths that can be trusted 
and will always discuss and interpret 
verses in the context of when they were 
written, and what else the Quran and 
hadiths say on the same subject, versus 

cherry picking texts to support terrorist 
violence.  ISIS and militant jihadist 
“scholars” generally use only parts of 
scriptures, weak hadiths or outright lies 
to justify their rulings which generally 
support indiscriminate killing. 
 
Killing innocents cannot ever be justified 
in Islam under any pretext, as the Quran 
states: “It is not for a believer to kill 
another believer, except that it is by 
error. Whosoever kills a believer in 
error, let him free a believing slave, and 
ransom is to be handed to his family, 
unless they forgo being charitable. If he 
belonged to a people who are your 
enemies and is a believer then, the 
setting free of a believing slave. If he 
belonged to a people in which there is 
between you and them a treaty, then a 
ransom is to be handed to his family and 
the setting free of a believing slave. But, 
if he does not find (the means) let him 
fast two consecutive months in 
repentance to Allah. And Allah is the 
Knower, the Wise. The recompense for 
he who kills a believer deliberately is 
Gehenna (Hell), he is eternal there. Allah 
will be angry with him and will curse 
him and prepare for him a great 
punishment.” Surah al-Nisaa (women), 
Ayah No. 92-93. 
 
The proverbial saying holds that “power 
corrupts; absolute power corrupts 
absolutely.” ISIS leaders are no 
exception to this. As also discussed 
through the lens of this ISIS insider 
testimony, and others like him, ISIS 
leaders have a lust for power. While 
running their so-called Caliphate, they 
were tyrants killing and beating 
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innocents into submission under their 
rule. 

Discussion Questions: 

• What do you feel watching this
video?

• Do you believe Abu Usama is
telling the truth about his
experiences and observations
living under the ISIS Caliphate?

• What do you think of the story
Abu Usama tells of an Iraqi
leader telling a woman who has
travelled all the way to Syria to
marry that her intended spouse
is dead, and marrying her
instead?

• Do you believe there was true
friendship among ISIS cadres, or
that everyone was afraid and
suspected one another?

• What do you think of someone
being accused of being a spy and
tortured and then suddenly told
it was all a mistake?

• What do you think of a group
that tortures confessions out of
innocents and brutally punishes
some mistakenly?

• Do you believe that groups like
Shariah4Belgium and ISIS
manipulated Islamic texts and
left out key elements of the
context of these scriptures to
entice people into following
them?

• Do you know how to judge and
learn if a hadith is considered
authentic or not?

• What are the requirements of a
true Islamic scholar who can
teach and advise well about
Islam?

• Do you believe killing innocents
on behalf of Islam can ever be
justified?  Why or why not?

• Do you agree with Abu Usama’s
conclusion that ISIS leaders
manipulated religion and simply
wanted power?

• Do you believe that it is possible
to build a just Islamic Caliphate?

• Provided it was just, would it rely
on terrorism and brutal tactics
like ISIS used to create that
Caliphate?

148



 
 

Transcript of Marrying over the 
Internet into the Islamic State 
 
A German [ISIS] guy, he’s originally from 
Morocco.  
He wanted to marry a German wife. 
 
Maybe they were married on the 
Internet,   
 
because in ISIS many people married  
on Internet, Skype and Facebook like 
this. 
 
She wanted to come to ISIS,  
to join her husband. 
 
When she came to the border [of ISIS 
territory], 
 
[she said] ‘I came for my husband  
or for one man I want to marry.’ 
 
In ISIS, you know,  
Iraqis have powers. 
 
Iraqi [ISIS] people, 
 they have Glocks and HiLux Toyota 
[trucks]. 
 
ABU USAMA 
al BELGIQUE 
29-year-old Belgian 
Former ISIS Soldier 
 
And he sees this wife from the West, 
from Europe,  
he says, ‘It’s better for me.’ 
 
Maybe he saw the woman as beautiful. 
 
And when she says, ‘Where is my 
husband?’  

And they say, ‘Your husband is dead.’   
 
But he’s not dead. 
 
After a few days, the German man goes 
to the border  
and he says, ‘I heard my wife, she 
came.’ 
 
‘I want to know where she is.’ 
 
They say, ‘She is gone. She is married to 
an Iraqi guy.’ 
 
 ISIS has many mafia like this. 
 
You have so many stories [like this]. 
 
Even inside ISIS, there is not friendship, 
 like brother, like we are one. 
 
You have many stories  
[where they] stole from each other, you 
know.   
 
Like, I know one Belgian guy,  
he was in prison. They torture him. 
 
They torture him, 
 because he says, ‘You are a spy.’ 
 
‘You are working for  
the crusaders against us.’ 
 
‘You kill Hanani. You kill many people.’   
 
But he has nothing to do [with that].  
He never saw Hanani in his life. 
 
And they beat him,  
they beat him, they beat him, for 30 
days. 
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And he was maybe 52 days in prison. 
 
Then [ISIS] knows after 52 days, 
 he was innocent. 
 
After they know he is innocent, he gave 
him  
a sak [a document] to say, ‘We are 
sorry.’ 
 
And all these radical groups,  
I now understand from my mistake 
 
that these people want only power and  
this new religion from 300 years ago, 
Wahhabi religion. 
 
After a few years, 
 I understand all this texts are not in its 
place. 
 
You have one Quran. 
 
You have one verse in the Quran, 
you can make 10 interpretations or 20. 
 

The groups, like Sharia4Belgium,  
they make interpretation to understand 
you it’s like this. 
 
Not to look the story [in the Quran]  
and the details and everything. 
 
You live like in the darkness and scared. 
 
You must be with them.  
 
But inside, in your heart,  
you say, ‘I’m not with these people.’ 
 
‘I don’t want to be like these people.’ 
 
This Islam is not going to 
 bring you to Paradise. 
 
It’s going to bring you to hell, 
 killing innocent people, 
 
kidnapping journalists and  
making terror attacks and killing 
children. 
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My Path Toward Jihad 

 
 
Speaker – Georges 
 
Nationality – Belgian 
 
Age – 25-years-old  
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Main Message – It is possible to be 
deeply influenced by emotionally 
evocative materials coming over the 
Internet and even priming someone by 
discussing one topic before another can 
lead to different responses to such 
material.  Be careful and avoid watching 
emotionally manipulative terrorist 
propaganda.  
 
Narrative – My Path Toward Jihad 
features 25-year-old Georges, a Belgian 
from Belgium, who was interviewed in 
2018 by Anne Speckhard. The video clip 
was video edited and produced by Zack 
Baddorf and our ICSVE team.  
 
“[My path toward jihad] started when 
we were watching videos on the 
Internet, of the massacres, the injustices 
committed by Bashar al Assad against 
his people.” Georges explains  of his 
attempt to travel to Syria to fight jihad: 
“I watched them with friends and talked 
about what’s going on there. We were 
sad. We were sad about what was 
happening.”  
 
Deeply affected by the events occurring 
in Syria, Georges attempted to join the 
ranks of the more than 40,000 young 
men and women who traveled to Syria 
and Iraq to fight there. “I thought we 
have to go and help them,” Georges 
recounts. Intent on joining a militant 
group, Georges and his friend flew to 
Istanbul, Turkey, in order to enter Syria. 
However, the father of Georges’s friend 
learned about their plan and brought 
them both back to Europe. 
 
Prevented from traveling to Syria, 
Georges continued to closely follow 

events in Syria and began posting ISIS 
and al Nusra videos on Facebook—an 
activity  that ultimately caused him to 
be arrested and prosecuted on 
terrorism-related charges. Now, having 
had time to reflect on his emotional 
engagement with the Syrian jihad, 
Georges views the emotional incitement 
by militant jihadi groups as dangerous.  
 
“I want to advise [Western] youth to not 
act out of emotions,” he states. He goes 
on to discuss a thought-provoking 
exercise he carried out in the mosque 
when he was teaching youth. “I made 
an experiment [at the mosque] with 10 
young people. I split them into two 
[groups]. I had 10 people in front of me. 
I split them into two groups. In the first 
group, I talked to them only about jihad. 
I warmed them up by only telling stories 
of jihad and about how the Prophet 
Muhammed (Peace be Upon Him) won 
battles, etc. Next, I asked the other 
group to come in while the first group 
left. With the other group, I talked to 
them with softness about the Prophet’s 
heart and his relations with his wives 
and his people. Then I mixed both 
groups. I invented a story where there is 
someone who comes, who steals, who 
kills your parents, etc. [I asked,] ‘So 
what are you going to do for justice? 
What will you do?’ The group that I 
excited for jihad said, ‘We will do the 
same to him.’  ‘We will catch him and 
kill him, etc.’ The other group said, ‘No, 
we forgive him, because it is our destiny 
from Allah.’” Clearly, priming the groups 
with different emotional valences made 
a difference on how they chose to treat 
the criminal.  
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Georges also advises viewers: “Don’t act 
solely on your emotions. Go beyond 
your emotions.” Building upon his 
exercise carried out at the mosque, he 
states, “I’ll give you an example: if I 
show you videos all day of people 
kissing and making cuddles, love videos, 
when you leave here, you’ll be smiling. 
If I show you 24-hours of massacre 
videos, you won’t [leave happy]. Voilà.” 
Referring to terrorist propaganda, he 
states, “So don’t watch these videos.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
ISIS and groups like them lie and exploit 
Islamic teachings by claiming that 
Muslims must engage in militant jihad, 
migrate, or make hijrah to the Islamic 
State and that suicide terrorism is a 
form of martyrdom. They acted as if by 
naming it they had indeed created a real 
Islamic State, and by doing so fooled 
many ordinary Muslims who heeded 
such calls, many of which ended up 
either killed or imprisoned. In actual 
fact, the Islamic obligation of making 
hijrah has long ago ended, for the 
Prophet (PBUH) himself declared: 
“There should be no hijrah after the 
conquest [of Mecca].” The obligation to 
make hijrah was a temporal phase and it 
has ended by the order of the Prophet 
himself, so there is no one, including 
ISIS leaders, who has the authority to 
correct the Prophet or enact a new 
Islamic teaching on that same topic 
after his death. 
 
In the Quran, Allah says: “And to every 
human we have fastened to him his bird 
of deeds upon his neck; and on the Day 
of Resurrection, We shall bring forth to 
him a book spread open wide.” Al-Isara’ 
(the night journey), Ayah No. 36. The 
meaning of this verse is that in Islam 
each individual carries the responsibility 
of his/her own actions. Allah also says: 
“Everyone is pledged for what he has 
earned.” Surah al-Tur (the mount), Ayah 
No. 21.  
 
When ISIS makes false claims it’s 
important to remember that in Islam, 
the focus is on the meaning referred to 
by the terms, not to the terms 
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themselves. In our example here, the 
term ‘Islamic State’ has good references 
and meanings in the minds of Muslims, 
as it recalls the example of the 
Prophet’s State, as well as the four 
Caliphs’ states. Using that term to refer 
to an unjust, authoritarian state which 
ISIS created is wrong. In a similar case, 
Allah denounced the pagans when they 
named their idols with names that had 
good references in the mindset of the 
Arabs. Allah said, “That which you 
worship, other than Him, are nothing 
but names which you and your fathers 
have named and for which Allah has 
sent down no authority. Judgement 
rests with Allah alone. He has 
commanded you to worship none 
except Him. That is the right religion, 
yet most people do not know” (Surah 
Yusuf , Ayah 40). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

• What do you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you believe Georges is telling 
the truth about his experiences 
of trying to go to Syria? 

• While he was motivated to help 
Syrians facing Assad’s atrocities, 
do you believe if he had made it 
to Syria that he would have 
ended up in a terrorist group? 
Why or why not? 

• What do you think of his view of 
how emotionally manipulative 
extremist videos are? 

• What do you think of his 
experiment teaching in the 
mosque? 

• Do you sometimes find yourself 
caught up by emotionally 
disturbing images and whipped 
into action without much 
thought? 

• Do you think you could be 
manipulated to think violence is 
a good answer to social 
problems? 

• How can you keep hold of 
yourself and refrain from acting 
solely on emotions? 

• Do you believe Georges should 
have been prosecuted for 
posting ISIS and al Nusra videos? 

• What is the responsibility of 
social media platforms for 
having allowed this content on 
their sites? 
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Transcript of My Path Toward Jihad 

GEORGES 
THE BELGIAN 
Former ISIS Supporter 

[My path toward jihad] started when we 
were watching videos on the Internet  

of the massacres, the injustices 
committed by Bashar al Assad against 
his people. 

I watched them with friends and talked 
about what’s going on there. 

We were sad. We were sad about what 
was happening. 

I thought we have to go and help them. 

TEXT: Intent on joining a militant group, 
Georges and his friend flew to Istanbul, 
Turkey, in order to enter Syria.   

TEXT: However, the father of Georges’s 
friend learned about their plan and 
brought them both back to Europe. 

TEXT: Now, Georges views the 
emotional incitement by militant 
jihadi groups as dangerous.  

I want to advise [Western] youth to not 
act out of emotions. 

I made an experiment [at the mosque in 
Liege] with 10 young people. I 
split them into two [groups].  

I had 10 people in front of me. 

 I split them into two groups. 

In the first group, 
 I talked to them only about jihad.  

I warmed them up by only telling stories 
of jihad 

and about how the Prophet Muhammed 
(Peace be Upon Him) won 
battles, etc. 

Next, I asked the other group to come in 
while the first group left. 

With the other group, I talked to them 
with softness about the 
Prophet’s heart 

and his relations with his wives and his 
people. 

Then I mixed both groups. 

I invented a story where there is 
someone who comes, who 
steals, who kills your parents, 
etc. 

[I asked,] ‘So what are you going to do 
for justice? What will you do?’ 

The group that I excited for jihad said, 
‘We will do the same to him.’ 

‘We will catch him and kill him, etc.’ 

The other group said, ‘No, we forgive 
him, because it is our destiny 
from Allah.’  

[My advice:] don’t act solely on your 
emotions. 
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Go beyond your emotions.  
 
I’ll give you an example: if I show you 

videos all day of people kissing 
and making cuddles, love videos,    

 
when you leave here, you’ll be smiling. 
 
If I show you 24-hours of massacre 

videos, you won’t [leave happy]. 
Voilà.  

 
 
So don’t watch these videos. 
 
The Truth Behind the Islamic State 
 
Sponsored by the International Center 
for the Study of Violent Extremism 
 www.ICSVE.org 
 
See more at www.TheRealJihad.org  
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My Son the Belgian Islamic State 
Fighter 

 
 
 
Speaker – Maha 
 
Nationality – Belgian-Moroccan  
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Main Message – ISIS is not religious at 
all. They tear families apart and ruin 
people’s lives without thought or 
feeling. 
 
Narrative – My Son the Belgian Islamic 
State Fighter features Belgian-Moroccan 
Maha whose son was recruited by ISIS 
to fight in Syria. The video clip was video 
edited and produced by Zack Baddorf 
and our ICSVE team.  
 
Maha is a mother, and like all mothers, 
she loves her children. She describes her 
son as “a very lively boy. He was always 
helpful. He helped people a lot. He 
loved music. He loved to dance, sing.” 
Still, she was worried about him: 
“There’s a lot of racism [in Europe]. 
Someone told me, ‘But what are you 
doing here? This isn’t your country.’ 
Since my son grew up in the Flemish 
region [of Belgium], there is a lot of 
discrimination against Moroccans, Arabs 
and others.” 
 
Maha says she didn’t notice a change in 
her music-loving, religious son. One day 
in June 2013, he left his job: “That night, 
he came home. I was lying on the chair. 
‘What are you doing? Why are you like 
that?’ He put the music on loud and we 
started to dance. We danced. We 
laughed. Then he looked at his watch, 
and he told me, ‘I have to go. I have to 
pray. I’m leaving.’” 
 
Maha’s son kissed and hugged her. That 
was the last time she saw him. One day, 
the Belgian federal authorities came to 
her house. She recounts, “They asked 
me, ‘Where is your son?’ I said, ‘I don’t 
know where my son is. My son is an 

adult. I can’t always be watching him.’ 
They asked me, ‘Do you know he’s gone 
to Syria?’” Maha was paralyzed with 
shock: “For two weeks, I didn’t move 
[…] We raised a boy until he was about 
20 years old, then someone comes to 
kidnap him, steal him, like that.” 
 
Maha tried to ask the Belgian 
government and law enforcement for 
help. She explains, “I think that the 
government could have done something 
to stop them. There are many parents 
who have told the police that their 
children are leaving. The government 
did nothing.” All Maha wants is for her 
son to return: “[Even if he were jailed] I 
prefer him here. Even if I’m just going to 
bring him some oranges, at least I’ll see 
him.” 
 
She explains that her whole family has 
suffered since her son joined ISIS. One 
of her sons “reacted with a serious 
depression. He doesn’t leave the house 
anymore. He doesn’t want to work 
anymore. He doesn’t want to do 
anything anymore. He can’t sleep 
anymore. I took him to the psychiatrist 
many times. He prescribed some 
medicine, but he didn’t take it.” Maha’s 
younger daughter attempted suicide, 
then abandoned her religion: “She wore 
the headscarf and prayed. After that 
[suicide] attempt, she took off the 
headscarf. She doesn’t pray anymore. 
She wasn’t wearing miniskirts. Now she 
wears miniskirts.” Of her children, Maha 
says “they were very, very close with 
him, and they took [him joining ISIS] as 
treason, abandonment.” 
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Maha urges others not to join ISIS. She 
says that “religion has nothing to do 
with it. It’s a political phenomenon. It’s 
not a religious phenomenon […] Our 
religion doesn’t say to go kill.” Because 
of ISIS, her life now is difficult: “We are 
torn apart. Sadly, we are still in pain. We 
rely on Allah. That’s all we can do. There 
are days when we cry more than normal 
but then we continue.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you think that Maha is telling 
the truth about her son? 

• Do you believe that Maha really 
didn’t notice any signs that her 
son was becoming radicalized? 

• How do you think Maha felt 
when the authorities told her 
that her son had gone to Syria? 

• Do you believe that the 
government knew that Maha’s 
son was preparing to go to Syria? 

• What do you think would have 
stopped him from joining ISIS 
and going to Syria? 

• What do you think it was like for 
Maha’s other children to learn 
that their brother had joined 
ISIS? 

• Do you think Maha will ever see 
her son again? 

• What do you think will happen 
to Maha and her family if her 
son is killed in Syria? 

• What sort of support do you 
think Maha and her family need 
to make sure that they are able 
to continue with their lives? 
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Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
ISIS recruiters and militant jihadist 
groups alike tend to seduce young 
people through pulling sensitive strings 
like the financial and emotional status 
of the individual. They promise them 
Jannah as their final destination, as it 
should be the target of every believer, 
using verses from the Quran like: ‘So let 
those who sell the worldly life for the 
Everlasting Life fight in the way of Allah, 
whoever fights in the way of Allah, and 
is killed or conquers, We shall give him a 
great wage.’ (74) al-Nisaa but they fail 
to point out that Islam does not allow 
just any group to claim an Islamic State 
nor try to obligate others to come and 
fight for it.  There are specific conditions 
which must be met for a legitimate 
Caliphate to be declared and recognized 
as able to call for its defense which ISIS 
never met. Likewise, groups like ISIS, 
take suicide bombing as a legitimate 
way to sacrifice oneself for the sake of 
Islam and a great way to devastate the 
enemy, but they hide what the holy 
Quran says about suicide. For instance: 
‘And do not kill yourselves. Allah is the 
Most Merciful to you. But whosoever 
does that in transgression and 
wrongfully, we shall roast him in the 
Fire. That is an easy matter for Allah. 
(30) al-Nisaa- surah no.4. There is also a 
great hadith of the Prophet (PBUH) 
regarding when a young man came to 
him and asked permission to fight jihad, 
the Prophet (PBUH) asked him: “Are 
your parents alive?” the young man 
answered “Yes, oh prophet of Allah” 
then the Prophet (PBUH)  said “Then 
commit jihad in them,” meaning serve 
them and take good care of them for 

they are the gate to Jannah! Clearly, the 
Prophet (PBUH) felt it more important 
for this young man to stay home and 
care for his family than risk death going 
to war for the religion.  
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Transcript of My Son the Belgian 
Islamic State Fighter 
 
There’s a lot of racism [in Europe]. 
Someone told me, 
‘But what are you doing here? This isn’t 
your country.’ 
 
Since my son grew up in the Flemish 
region [of Belgium],  
there is a lot of discrimination 
 
against Moroccans,  
Arabs and others. 
 
Maha 
Belgian-Moroccan 
Mother of ISIS Soldier 
 
He's a very lively boy. He was always 
helpful. 
He helped people a lot. 
 
He loved music. 
He loved to dance, sing. 
 
He even made a record. It's rap where 
they say 
what they feel, their experiences, all 
that. 
 
If he prayed, for me it was normal. As a 
Muslim to see your child pray, go 
regularly to the mosque, that's normal. 
 
I did not see a big change in him. 
He stopped working in June [2013]. 
 
That night, he came home. I was lying 
on the chair.    
‘What are you doing? Why are you like 
that?’ 
 

He put the music on loud and we 
started to dance.  
We danced. We laughed. 
 
Then he looked at his watch and he told 
me, 
‘I have to go. I have to pray. I'm leaving.’ 
 
He kissed me very hard.  
He hugged and kissed me and then he 
left.   
 
TEXT: Maha’s son left Belgium to travel 
to Syria in 2013 with another young 
man. 
 
I learned it from the federal 
[authorities] 
who came to my house. 
 
They asked me, ‘Where is your son?’ 
I said, ‘I don’t know where my son is.’ 
 
‘My son is an adult. 
I can’t always be watching him.’ 
 
They asked me,  
‘Do you know he's gone to Syria?’ 
 
I said, ‘Syria?  
What is Syria?’ 
 
I was very shocked.  
I stayed even paralyzed. 
 
For two weeks,  
I didn’t move. 
 
Because when I stress a lot,  
the left part of my body becomes 
[paralyzed]. 
 
TEXT: Maha said she’d rather be dead 
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than endure this pain. 
 
We raised a boy until he was about 20 
years old, then someone comes to 
kidnap him, steal him, like that. 
 
You say, ‘But what did I do?’ 
It’s not normal. 
 
We went to the government to see if 
there was  
some way to get him back or something. 
 
We were told, 
‘We can only repatriate the king.’ 
 
We were left [with nothing].  
We didn’t do anything.  
 
We’ve tried knocking on many doors,  
visiting politicians, everywhere, but 
 
no one wants to help. 
 
TEXT: Maha believes the Belgian 
government knew in advance that her 
son planned to leave to Syria, because 
he was surveilled by security services 
with an ISIS recruiter. 
 
I think that the government could have 
done something 
to stop them. 
 
There are many parents who have told 
the police  
that their children are leaving. 
 
The government did nothing. We didn’t 
even get psychological help. Those 
children are still gone. 
 
At first, her son would call  

but now he mostly texts. 
 
I don’t try to find out [where he is] 
and I don’t want to know. 
 
Knowing how he is and if he can come 
back, 
these are the most important things for 
me. 
 
[Even if he were jailed] I prefer him 
here. Even if  
I'm just going to bring him some 
oranges, at least I'll see him. 
 
TEXT: Maha worries about  
her other children, too. 
 
[His brother] reacted with 
a serious depression. 
 
He doesn’t leave the house anymore. 
He doesn’t want  
to work anymore. He doesn’t want to 
do anything anymore. 
 
He can’t  
sleep anymore. 
 
I took him to the psychiatrist many 
times.  
He prescribed some medicine, but he 
didn’t take it. 
 
Then I have the little one, the one who 
has just turned 18,  
who made a suicide attempt, 
 
who took medicine, who wanted to die, 
who stayed in the hospital more or less 
a month. 
 
She wore the headscarf  
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and prayed. 
 
After that [suicide] attempt, she took off 
the headscarf. 
She doesn’t pray anymore. 
 
She wasn’t wearing miniskirts. 
Now she wears miniskirts.   
 
They were very, very close with him, 
and they took [him joining ISIS] as 
treason, abandonment. 
 
I would say [to anyone thinking of 
joining ISIS]: 
It's not your fight. It's not for you. It's for 
others. 
 
We are Muslim, of course,  
but religion has nothing to do with it. 
 

It's a political phenomenon.  
It's not a religious phenomenon. 
 
[They say] it’s a religious duty to go 
there, because  
it’s written in the Quran, but that’s not 
really true. 
 
Our religion doesn’t say  
to go kill. 
 
[ISIS] has destroyed a lot. We are torn 
apart.  
Sadly, we are still in pain.   
 
We rely on Allah.  
That's all we can do. 
 
There are days when we cry more than 
normal 
but then we continue. 
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Oppression Against Muslims in 
Europe 

 
Speaker – Bouchra Abouallal 
 
Nationality – Belgian 
 
Age – 26  
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Main Message – ISIS claimed to be a 
true Islamic State where families could 
live under shariah. Instead, it was a 
totalitarian state which imprisoned 
women in order to force them to marry 
even the most abusive husbands. They 
threated and tortured anyone who tried 
to escape. 
 
Narrative – Oppression Against Muslims 
in Europe features 26-year-old Belgian 
Bouchra Abouallal, who was 
interviewed by Anne Speckhard in 
September of 2019. The video clip was 
video edited and produced by our ICSVE 
team.  
 
Bouchra was no stranger to ISIS’s 
ideology before she joined. She 
remembers of her previous life in 
Belgium, “I got married when I was 18. 
My brother and husband were part of 
Shariah4Belgium. One year after, my 
brother came with news that he wants 
to come to Syria to help the Muslims.” 
Her husband followed her brother 
shortly after, and then Bouchra and her 
sister-in-law followed him. Syria was 
dangerous, however, and Bouchra 
returned to Belgium after getting 
injured in late 2013. Her brother had 
already been killed and her husband 
was killed shortly after she left. 
 
Back in Belgium, Bouchra who was 
following conservative Islamic dress 
codes felt that she was not free to 
practice her religion in the way she 
wished. She explains, “It was difficult to 
out your religion in Belgium. You know 
also there’s a niqab ban. There’s a lot of 
bans on Muslims.” Bouchra also felt 
discriminated against for her beliefs and 

held under surveillance: “It’s a nice life 
in Belgium but as long as you have the 
[jihadist] ideology, it’s a hard life. When 
they give you the name terrorist, 
whatever happens, they will knock on 
your door.” This was no surprise 
however, given that Sharia4Belgium was 
beginning to send youth to ISIS. Bouchra 
was interrogated and her home was 
raided by the police during her time at 
home, so she returned to Syria in 2015, 
believing she was going where true 
Islam was practiced. “I was actually 
thinking I’m going to a better place for 
my children.” 
 
Soon enough, Bouchra realized that 
living under the Caliphate was no dream 
come true. She recalls, “They put me in 
a woman house – madhafa – and, that’s 
the biggest nightmare that can happen 
to me. There’s a house with so much 
women in it, so much children. There’s 
no own room. No own space. No 
privacy. Nothing. Dirty mess. Fights.” 
She continues, “They take everything – 
your passport, your ID card, your phone, 
your laptop, your everything.” In order 
to escape from the madhafa, Bouchra 
became the second wife to an ISIS man. 
“He was very violent, aggressive. Like he 
threatened Belgium with my Facebook 
accounts. I was always locked up in a 
room. It’s very, very difficult to divorce, 
because the woman is always wrong.” 
 
Bouchra was finally able to get divorced, 
but she knew she needed to get married 
again: “I was literally on the streets with 
my children. I said, ‘I don’t care 
anymore. The first guy who can come 
and give me shelter, I will marry to this 
guy.’” Bouchra did just that, but “it was 
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a worse marriage than the first one. He 
everything – beats, rapes, whatever you 
can [imagine].” Bouchra tried to escape 
from ISIS, but she didn’t have the 
money to pay the smuggler, and she 
kept getting caught by ISIS’s secret 
police, the emni. “They have no mercy. 
They have nothing. I stayed one week 
with them and with a lot of threatening. 
So we made a promise. We say we will 
not try to run away [or] they will kill 
you.” 
 
Finally, Bouchra found a man who found 
a smuggler to help her escape, getting 
himself imprisoned by the ISIS emni in 
the process. She ended up in SDF 
territory. In the custody of the Syrian 
Democratic Forces, Bouchra knew, 
“There was never Islamic State. There 
was never shariah law. I think people 
should actually learn what real Islam is 
before they go with an ideology like 
this, because they actually snatch at the 
people who are starting to practice their 
religion.” Bouchra said that she was 
willing to be imprisoned for 20 years in 
Belgium if it meant she could go home: 
“Most of all I miss my mother […] At 
least my children can have a normal life. 
My son has asthma. I had to take him a 
few times to the hospital. He turns 
blue.” In October 2019, Bouchra fled 
Northern Syria with her children and is 
now serving a prison sentence in 
Belgium. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
The ISIS claim that Europeans and 
others have to make hijrah to migrate to 
live under shariah law in the ISIS 
Caliphate is discussed throughout this 
study guide so we will not repeat here 
but instead state that forcing people to 
follow Islam is actually against Islamic 
law. ISIS members believe that they are 
the only one true Islam and that they 
know the ultimate truth and therefore 
they have to “save” people from the 
“darkness” of ignorance and infidelity. 
However, their scholars are self-
proclaimed and manipulate Islamic 
scriptures to support their brutal 
practices while Islam teaches justice, 
love, forgiveness and living in peace 
with one’s neighbors.  
 
Islam does not force people to believe, 
as that is the way to create hypocrites. 
In fact, Allah, the most high, says in the 
Quran: “There is no compulsion in 
religion. Righteousness is now distinct 
from error. He who disbelieves in the 
idol and believes in Allah has grasped 
the firmest tie that will never break. 
Allah is Hearing, Knowing” (Al-Baqarah , 
the cow, Surah no. 2, Ayah no. 256).  
Likewise, in another Ayah of the Quran, 
Allah declares: “And if your Lord (O 
Muhammed) had pleased, surely all 
those who are in the earth would have 
believed, all of them; will you then force 
men till they become believers?” (Surah 
Yunus, Jonah, Surah no. 10, Ayah no. 
99). From these verses, we can clearly 
see that Allah, the creator of the 
universe and the omnipotent, did not 
force people to believe. It is absurd 
indeed, if being the creator of the 
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universe, he can force anyone to believe 
with one command, but he does not 
compel belief.  Instead, He gave 
freedom of choice to his creation. So, 
how can we imagine that this God has 
ordered groups like ISIS, or any Muslims 
for that matter, to coerce non-believers 
into Islam? From the holy scriptures it is 
obvious that belief is a matter of choice 
in Islam. Likewise, those who do not 
believe have the right to live, just like all 
believers, and only Allah, and not 
groups like ISIS, will judge them in the 
hereafter, versus in this life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you think that Bouchra is 
telling the truth about her time 
in ISIS? 

• Bouchra like other women who 
threatened their home countries 
or recruited on social media now 
claims her husband controlled 
her accounts and did this 
himself?  Do you believe her?  If 
she did it do you think she has 
changed now? 

• Why do you think Bouchra went 
back to ISIS after returning to 
Belgium the first time? 

• How do you think Bouchra felt 
when she returned to ISIS? 

• What do you think life in the 
madhafa was like? 

• What do you think of that 
women were forced to marry 
abusive men in order to escape 
the madhafa? 

• What do you think life under ISIS 
was like for Bouchra’s children? 

• Why do you think ISIS took 
Bouchra’s passport, ID card, 
phone, and laptop? Do you think 
it’s Islamic to refuse to let 
someone leave the Islamic 
State? 

• What do you think Bouchra’s life 
will be life after she is released 
from prison? 
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Transcript of Oppression Against 
Muslims in Europe 
 
It was difficult to out  
your religion in Belgium. 
 
You know also there’s a niqab ban.  
There’s a lot of bans on Muslims. 
 
BOUCHRA ABOUALLAL 
26-year-old Belgian 
ISIS Wife 
 
I get married when I was 18.  
 
My brother and my husband 
were part of Shariah4Belgium. 
 
One year after, my brother came with 
news that  
he wants to come to Syria to help the 
Muslims. 
 
[The war] was against Bashar. 
It was 2012.  
 
He left [in] October.  
 
We were supposed to follow him in 
December, 
but they said it’s not safe enough so 
only my husband went.  
 
And [I and my sister-in-law] went 
three months after that [in] March 
2013.  
 
My brother got killed [in] July 2013. 
 
Few months after, end of November,  
I got injured from my shoulder to my 
face.  
 

 
I stayed for one month and a half  
in the hospital. 
 
That’s where I realized that  
I was actually really in a war area. 
 
So shortly after that [in] January,  
we left Syria and we went back to 
Belgium. 
So that’s what we did.  
We came again. 
Two months after,  
I was in Belgium in March. 
 
I got news that [my husband] got killed  
and he was a part of ISIS. 
 
It’s a nice life in Belgium but as long as  
you have the [jihadist] ideology, it’s a 
hard life.  
 
When they give you the name terrorist, 
whatever happens, they will knock your 
door. 
 
Every attack, every, every single thing, 
they are coming to you. 
 
TEXT: Police raided Bouchra’s home 
three times, interrogated her then 
released her. 
 
[People in Syria] told us like, 
‘Come back to Syria. There’s an Islamic 
State.’ 
 
There’s no war anymore  
and you can live free[ly].’ 
 
I left [in] August 2015. 
 
I was actually thinking  
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I’m going to a better place for my 
children. 
 
They put me in a woman house — 
madhafa — and, 
that’s the biggest nightmare that can 
happen to me.  
 
That’s a house with so much women in 
it,  
so much children. 
 
There’s no own room. No own space. 
No privacy. Nothing. Dirty mess. Fights.  
 
They take everything — your passport, 
your ID card,  
your phone, your laptop, your 
everything. 
 
I needed to get married, 
so I married one of these guys.  
 
In Al Bab, it was in a house  
with his first wife. 
 
He was very violent, aggressive.  
Like he threatened Belgium with my 
Facebook accounts. 
 
I was always locked up in a room.  
 
It’s very, very difficult to divorce, 
because  
the woman is always wrong and the 
man is always right, 
 
and you have to shut up and obey.  
 
TEXT: Bouchra sought shelter  
with a Dutch man. 
 
He arranged for me to get divorced.  

 
After this, I went to Manbij. 
Then Manbij got almost besieged. 
 
I went to [Al] Bab.  
I was again from woman house to 
woman house.  
 
Then I tried to go to Raqqa  
[which] was very hard.  
 
They all say, ‘If you want us to help you,  
you have to marry one of us.’ 
 
So I was literally on the streets  
with my children.  
 
I said, ‘I don’t care anymore. The first 
guy who  
can come and give me shelter, I will 
marry to this guy.’ 
 
That was a marriage of two months.  
It was a worse marriage than the first 
one. 
 
He everything — beats, rapes, 
whatever you can [imagine]. 
 
We tried to go out. We tried so much 
smugglings, 
but they ask a big amount of money. 
 
It was like a mission impossible, and 
everyone had  
their eyes on us because we already left 
one time.  
 
There’s always someone waiting outside 
your house. 
There’s always someone watching you.  
 
So many times we end up  
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in the hands of the emni [ISIS secret 
police]. 
 
Then you think it’s khalas [finished].  
[We] will not come out anymore.  
 
These masked men, they are not only 
the worst nightmare  
of people outside but also for the 
people inside.  
 
They have no mercy.  
They have nothing.  
 
I stayed one week with them 
and with a lot of threatening. 
 
So we made a promise. We say we will 
not try  
to run away [or] they will kill you. 
 
There is one guy who wants to go out.  
If you want, you can marry him and I 
married my husband.   
 
He was not a part of ISIS. 
 
Few weeks after I was married to him, 
he got locked up by the emni.  
 
He stayed one month and in the end, 
he found us a smuggler to take us out. 
 
But he was not able to come with us. 
It was December 2017. 
 
TEXT: Bouchra ended up in Camp Al Hol 
with her three children. She gave birth 
to one of them there.  
Her husband was also jailed by the 
Syrian Democratic Forces. 
 
Everything was a lie. 

 
It’s no Islam. There was never Islamic 
State.  
There was never shariah law.  
 
I think people should actually learn what 
real Islam is  
before they go with an ideology like 
this, 
 
because they actually snatch at the 
people  
who are starting to practice their 
religion. 
 
Then they come with 
the most extreme things. 
 
I think I can perfectly  
have my religion in Belgium. 
 
I hope to also see Antwerp again. 
 
I think two years in the camp is enough. 
 
Most of all I miss my mother. 
 
Belgium knows anyhow that we are 
going to prison,  
because I have a sentence on me [of] 
five years.  
 
I accept this.  
I don’t care if they give me 20 years. 
 
At least my children can have a normal 
life.  
 
My son has asthma. I had to take him  
few times to the hospital. He turns 
blue.  
 
Please come and take our children.  
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They didn’t do anything wrong.  
 
I make a mistake, 
and I repent from this mistake. 
 
TEXT: As Turkey invaded Northern Syria 
in  
October 2019 and shelled her camp,  
Bouchra fled with her children. 

 
TEXT: Bouchra managed to escape Syria  
and return to Belgium with her children. 
 
TEXT: Belgian authorities had already  
convicted Bouchra in absentia. 
She is now serving her sentence in 
prison.   
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The Helpers of the Islamic State 
Caliphate 

 
 
Speaker – Abu Usama al Belgique 
 
Nationality – Belgian 
 
Age – 29-years-old  
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Main Message – ISIS was involved in 
dirty deals with both the regime of 
Bashar al Assad and the regime in 
Turkey.  Assad exploited ISIS to help 
keep him in power and to fight the Free 
Syrian Army (FSA).  Turkey gave medical 
and operational support to ISIS to fight 
the Kurds.  ISIS leaders simply wanted 
power and dealt with whoever would 
help them. They did not create a just or 
good Islamic Caliphate. 
 
Narrative – The Helpers of the Islamic 
State Caliphate features 29-year-old 
Belgian, Abu Usama al Belgique, who 
was interviewed by Anne Speckhard in 
August of 2018 in a detention facility in 
northern Syria run by the Kurdish-led 
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF). The 
video clip was video edited and 
produced by Zack Baddorf and our 
ICSVE team.  
 
In this video, Abu Usama expresses his 
cynicism about the politics of terrorism 
and the “dirty wars” in Syria. He begins 
by talking about how ISIS barely 
opposed Bashar Assad’s army but 
instead pitted itself against the Free 
Syrian Army (FSA). “The majority of 
territory that ISIS took is from the Free 
Syria Army and from Jabhat al-Nusra,” 
he explains. “ISIS didn’t take nothing 
from regime Assad, only maybe some 
small things like the 17th Division and 
the airport of Tabqa.” 
 
Abu Usama speaks of corruption, of 
how dirty deals were carried out by ISIS 
with its supposed enemies. “I know that 
ISIS sell oil and gas to regime of Assad,” 
he asserts. “When ISIS started the fight 
against the Free Syrian Army and Jabhat 

al Nusra, it was peace between ISIS and 
the regime of Assad. And even the 
regime of Assad came with planes to 
help ISIS. The regime of Assad planes, 
they bomb the Free Syrian Army to help 
ISIS go forward. Regime of Assad helped 
ISIS get territory. That I speak with 
experience what I see,” Abu Usama 
states.  
 
Abu Usama further adds that it was, 
“Very strategic, [Assad] made air strikes 
on the Free Syrian Army that ISIS have 
big territory, to show to America, ‘If one 
day you’re going to come, you must 
start fight with ISIS, not with me.’ All of 
this is politics.” 
 
Abu Usama condemns President 
Erdogan of Turkey for supporting ISIS, 
“And then you have Turkey also playing, 
helping with munitions, helping with 
drones, helping with many stuff that go 
inside in ISIS. To fight who? The Kurds.”  
He continues, “If you see ISIS attack the 
Kurds in Kobani, you have many [ISIS] 
people injured. They [ISIS] went to 
Turkey hospital, to Denizli, to Izmir, and 
Turkey closed its eyes for this. We call 
this help indirectly.” 
 
“You see many corruption [in ISIS],” Abu 
Usama concludes after having escaped 
from the group.  While living in 
Vilvoorde, Belgium, Abu Usama 
followed Shariah4Belgium and believed 
that ISIS would build a good and just 
“Caliphate” and deliver a pure Islamic 
life, so he traveled to Syria to join them. 
Abu Usama is currently in a YPG prison 
and may not be allowed to return to 
Belgium. Now, with his experience 
inside the Caliphate, Abu Usama states, 
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“I understand from my mistake that 
these people want only power. They 
have nothing to do with religion.”  
 
Having suffered under ISIS and having 
tried repeatedly to escape from them, 
Abu Usama ends the counter narrative 
video with chilling words, “These people 
like drinking blood then to kill innocent 
people.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
Honesty in Islam is a great virtue. 
Prophet Muhammed, peace be upon 
him, focused on that as he said, “Truth 
leads to piety and piety leads to Jannah. 
A man persists in speaking the truth till 
he is enrolled with Allah as a truthful. 
Falsehood leads to vice and vice leads to 
the Fire (Hell), and a person persists on 
telling lies until he is enrolled as a liar” 
(Bukhari and Muslim). 
Dishonesty, which include lying and 
treachery, is a great sin in Islam, 
especially if it is committed by the ruler, 
or the governor, as Prophet 
Muhammed, peace be upon him, said, 
“Any governor in charge of Muslim 
subjects who dies while acting 
dishonestly towards them will be 
excluded by Allah from Paradise” 
(Bukhari and Muslim). Moreover, 
Prophet Muhammed, peace be upon 
him, said, “Four are the qualities which, 
when found in a person, make him a 
sheer hypocrite, and one who possesses 
one of them, possesses one 
characteristic of hypocrisy until he 
abandons it. These are: When he is 
entrusted with something, he betrays 
trust; when he speaks, he lies; when he 
promises, he acts treacherously; and 
when he argues, he behaves in a very 
imprudent, insulting manner” (Bukhari 
and Muslim). 
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Discussion Questions: 
 

• What do you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you believe Abu Usama when 
he claims ISIS was being used by 
Bashar al Assad? 

• What would have been the 
Assad regime’s reasons for 
cooperating with ISIS? 

• Do you believe that Turkey aided 
ISIS fighters by providing them 
medical care inside Turkey 
without legal ramifications for 
being involved in a terrorist 
group? 

• Do you believe Turkey provided 
drones and munitions? 

• What would have been Turkish 
President Erdogan’s reasons for 
cooperating with ISIS? 

• Do you agree with Abu Usama’s 
conclusion that ISIS leaders 
simply wanted power? 

• Do you think it’s possible to build 
a just Islamic Caliphate?  

• If it were to be just, would it rely 
on terrorism and brutal tactics 
like ISIS used to create that 
Caliphate? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transcript of The Helpers of the Islamic 
State Caliphate 
 
ABU USAMA 
al BELGIQUE 
29-year-old Belgian 
Former ISIS Soldier 
 
The only time of ISIS was 2014. It was a 
big part of ISIS in Iraq and in Syria. 
 
Because in Syria fighting against the 
Free Syrian Army, [ISIS] took all. 
 
The majority of territory that ISIS took is 
from the Free Syria Army and from 
Jabhat al-Nusra. 
 
ISIS didn’t take nothing from regime 
Assad, 
 
only maybe some small things like the 
17th Division and the airport of Tabqa. 
 
ISIS started to lose the end 2014, 2015, 
2016, 2017. It was a very hard time of 
ISIS. 
 
The corruption, they get contact with 
Assad and contact with Turkey. 
 
I know that ISIS sell oil and gas to 
regime of Assad. 
 
When start ISIS fight against the Free 
Syrian Army and Jabhat al Nusra, 
 
it was peace between ISIS and the 
regime of Assad. 
 
And even the regime of Assad came 
with planes to help ISIS. 
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The regime of Assad planes, they bomb 
the Free Syrian Army to help ISIS go 
forward. 
 
Regime of Assad helped ISIS get 
territory. 
 
That I speak with experience what I see. 
 
Very strategic, [Assad] made air strikes 
on the Free Syrian Army that ISIS have 
big territory, 
 
to show to America, ‘If one day you’re 
going to come, you must start fight with 
ISIS, not with me.’ 
 
All of this is politics. 
 
And then you have Turkey also playing, 
helping with munitions, helping with 
drones,  
helping with many stuff that go inside in 
ISIS. 
 
To fight who? The Kurds. 
 
If you see ISIS attack the Kurds in 
Kobani, you have many [ISIS] people 
injured. 
 
They [ISIS] went to Turkey hospital, to 
Denizli, to Izmir, and Turkey closed its 
eyes for this. 
 
We call this help indirectly. 
 
You see many corruption [in ISIS]. 
 
All this radical group, now I understand 
from my mistake 
 
that these people want only power.   

They have nothing to do with religion. 
 
These people like drinking blood then to 
kill innocent people.
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The Promises of ad-Dawlah to 
Women 

 
 
 
Speaker – Laura Passoni 
 
Nationality – Belgian  
 
Age – 31-years-old 

177

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qZknfoA-O2k&list=PLqpy96DXqN-dK01K_FikteDoSxScG_OT0&index=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qZknfoA-O2k&list=PLqpy96DXqN-dK01K_FikteDoSxScG_OT0&index=3


Main Message – ISIS recruiters target 
vulnerable women searching for 
comfort and support and lures them 
into ISIS with promises of luxurious 
homes, faithful husbands, and lives free 
from discrimination. In reality, the 
women living in ISIS are oppressed and 
treated as prisoners. 
 
Narrative – The Promises of ad-Dawlah 
to Women features 31-year-old Belgian 
Laura Passoni, who was interviewed by 
Anne Speckhard in February of 2017. 
The video clip was video edited and 
produced by our ICSVE team. 
 
Laura Passoni was born in Belgium and 
converted to Islam as a young woman. 
Her first marriage was to a Muslim man 
who was not very religious and, as she 
describes it, “it was my first love, and I 
loved him very strongly.” The marriage 
ended, however, just a few years later. 
Laura recalls, “When he left with 
another woman, he abandoned me and 
he let me down. I became very, very, 
very, depressed.” So, she turned to her 
religion for comfort and made “a second 
Facebook account, slightly more 
religious, to communicate with religious 
people.” 
 
An ISIS recruiter added Laura on 
Facebook and saw how depressed she 
was. He preyed on her vulnerability: “He 
said that women could be nurses and 
help the orphans. He said that women 
had status there and were considered 
precious. We women could go to ISIS to 
enjoy paradise there.” As Laura tells it, 
“He really sold me a dream, that I would 
have all I wanted in Syria.” This dream 
included a villa, horses, and diamonds. 

 
Laura was convinced, married another 
ISIS aspirant and together they took a 
cruise to Turkey, in order to meet ISIS 
smugglers who took them through 
Turkey into Syria. Laura remembers 
what she was thinking as she took that 
initial journey, saying, “I just wanted 
one thing: to go to Syria and find my 
new ‘brothers and sisters’ of Islam. The 
recruiter put a lot of hatred in me, even 
towards my parents, society and all of 
that.” Laura admits that she saw herself 
as starting a new chapter in her life, 
leaving Belgium and all that she had 
there behind. 
 
Once in Syria, however, Laura learned 
the truth. She found that “women are 
just there to procreate.” She could not 
leave her house and did not have any 
rights. She recounts, “We have nothing. 
We have no rights. We are prisoners 
there.” After she realized that the 
recruiter had lied to her, Laura 
attempted one failed escape but then 
with her husband was finally able to 
escape back to Belgium with her son 
and then-unborn child. She was 
prosecuted and released conditionally, 
but lost custody of her children for 
three months. Her husband is in prison 
in Belgium and Laura cannot contact 
him.  
 
Looking back, Laura can see that “ISIS 
are not true believers […] Really, they 
are not Muslims.” Laura’s faith remains 
strong, however, saying, “I am still 
Muslim and I know ISIS is not Islamic. 
Islam is not about killing innocent 
people.” She urges others to learn from 
her experiences. “Don’t join them,” she 
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says, “Don’t make the same mistake as 
me. Because I have ruined my life. I 
endangered the life of my little boy. I 
really made my family suffer.” She can 
see how she was manipulated, 
reflecting that “ISIS just wants to trap 
you. The recruiter saw that I was very 
depressed and that my ex had 
abandoned me. Then he played on 
those weaknesses.” She reiterates, “ISIS 
lies about what is really going on in 
Syria. They’re not there for religion. It’s 
just for power and that’s it.” 
 
Laura is a success story of a Belgian ISIS 
returnee as she now lives as a Muslim 
peacefully and as a contributing citizen 
who goes to high schools teaching youth 
how easily militant jihadist groups can 
deceive them and the dire 
consequences that can result. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
Islamic scriptures warn Muslims to 
evaluate incoming news carefully. The 
Quran says: “Believers, if an evildoer 
brings you a piece of news, inquire first, 
in case you should unwittingly wrong 
others and then repent of what you 
have done.” Surah al-Hujurat (the 
private apartments), Ayah No. 6. The 
atrocities of terrorist groups like ISIS are 
so obvious, but their media seduces 
naive people to join them through lies 
and half-truths.  Unfortunately, when 
many find out the reality, it is too late to 
retreat. Islam urges us not to throw 
ourselves and families into bad 
situations, as the Quran says: “And do 
not cast into destruction with your own 
hands. Be good doers; Allah loves the 
good doers.” Surah al-Baqarah (the 
cow), Ayah No. 195. The Prophet 
(PBUH) also instructed, "All of you are 
guardians and are responsible for your 
subjects. The ruler is a guardian of his 
subjects, the man is a guardian of his 
family, the woman is a guardian and is 
responsible for her husband's house and 
his offspring; and so all of you are 
guardians and are responsible for your 
subjects." Sahih Bukhari and Muslim, 
Book 1, Hadith 283. Hurting your family, 
which is totally dependent on your 
support is a great sin in Islam, as the 
Prophet (PBUH) said: “It is sufficient sin 
for a man that he neglects him whom he 
maintains.” Sunan Abi Dawud. Hadith 
No. 1692. Joining groups like ISIS while 
harming one’s family is a grievous error 
in Islam. 
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Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you believe Laura’s depiction 
of her life in ISIS? 

• What do you think the ISIS 
recruiter saw on Laura’s 
Facebook page that made him 
decide to contact her? 

• Why do you think Laura believed 
what the ISIS recruiter was 
telling her? 

• What do you think Laura was 
thinking when she decided to 
take her son and go to Syria? 

• How do you think Laura felt 
when she discovered what life 
under ISIS was really like? 

• What do you think Laura felt 
when she decided to escape 
from ISIS? 

• Laura has not had to serve any 
time in prison. Do you think she 
received a fair sentence? 

• How do you think Laura felt 
during the time when she did 
not have custody of her 
children? 

• Do you think that ISIS could lie 
even now to someone like Laura 
was, depressed and abandoned, 
and convince her to join them to 
attack at home? 

• How could we protect such a 
person? 

 
 
 
 
 

Transcript of The Promises of ad-
Dawlah to Women 
 
It was my first love, and I loved him very 
strongly. 
 
When he left with another woman, he 
abandoned me and he let me down. 
 
I became very, very, very depressed.  
 
At that time, I thought that only religion 
that can save me.  
 
I decided to make a second Facebook 
account, slightly more religious, 
 
to communicate with religious people.  
 
That's when this ISIS recruiter added me 
on Facebook. 
 
He said that women could be nurses 
and help the orphans.  
 
He said women had status there and 
were considered precious. 
 
We women could go join ISIS to enjoy 
paradise there. 
 
He said I would have a villa, that I would 
have horses, that I would have 
everything I wanted in fact.  
 
He said I would be rich, even with 
diamonds.   
 
He really sold me a dream, that I would 
have all I wanted in Syria. 
 
So we went on a cruise.  
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And this cruise, in fact, it stopped in 
Turkey, so we got off the boat there in 
Izmir.  
 
Then we went from Izmir to Adana to 
Gaziantep. 
 
And in Gaziantep, there were the 
Islamic State smugglers who took us 
into Syria. 
 
I just wanted one thing: to go to Syria 
and find my new “brothers and sisters” 
of Islam. 
 
The recruiter put a lot of hatred in me, 
even towards my parents, society and 
all of that.  
 
So for me, I had turned the page on 
Belgium and my life was going to be in 
Syria. 
 
But, all they said to me was a lie. It was 
not what I was promised. 
 
We women are just there to procreate.  
 
We can’t go out alone. We can’t go 
shopping. We have no money.  
 
We have nothing. We have no rights.    
 
We were prisoners there.  
 
ISIS are not true believers.  
 
I am still Muslim and I know ISIS is not 
Islamic.  
 
Islam is not about killing innocent 
people.  
 

Really, they are not Muslims. 
 
Don't join them. Don’t the same mistake 
as me.  
 
Because I have ruined my life.  
 
I endangered the life of my little boy. I 
really made my family suffer.  
 
ISIS just wants to trap you.  
 
The recruiter saw that I was very 
depressed and that my ex had 
abandoned me.  
 
Then he played on those weaknesses. 
 
In June 2014, Laura Passoni, her four-
year-old son and her new husband 
joined ISIS in Syria. 
 
In 2015, after a failed attempt, they 
escaped. She returned home pregnant 
to Belgium. 
 
They’re trying to sell a dream so that 
you will join them. 
 
After being arrested in Belgium, Laura 
lost custody of her children for three 
months. She was prosecuted but 
released conditionally. 
 
Her ISIS fighter husband is imprisoned in 
Belgium under a four-year sentence. 
 
Laura is not allowed to contact him. 
 
ISIS lies about what is really going on in 
Syria.  
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They're not there for religion. It's just 
for power and that’s it. 
 
Laura now lectures in Belgium, warning 
others of the dangers of being tricked 
by ISIS. 

 
The short version of this video can be 
found here. 
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The Whispers of the Devil in the 
Islamic State Caliphate 

 
 
 
Speaker – Cassandra 
 
Nationality – Belgian 
 
Age – 23-years-old 
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Main Message – ISIS was a hell on earth 
for young, vulnerable women who are 
lured to Syria with the promise of a 
utopian Caliphate and the opportunity 
to help the people of Syria. What they 
found instead is a totalitarian regime 
that was particularly brutal for women, 
complete with whippings and public 
executions. The women often had 
nowhere to turn, as their husbands and 
neighbors are either too committed to 
ISIS’s ideology or too scared to speak 
out against them. 
 
Narrative – The Whispers of the Devil in 
the Islamic State Caliphate features 23-
year-old Belgian Cassandra, who was 
interviewed by Anne Speckhard in 
August of 2018. The video clip was video 
edited and produced by our ICSVE team. 
 
Cassandra’s husband was over two 
decades older than she was and deeply 
committed to ISIS’s extreme ideology. 
Cassandra says he introduced her to 
Syria and to ISIS by appealing to her 
emotions: “He showed me videos of 
torture by Bashar [al Assad’s regime]. So 
suddenly, my heart hurt. I wanted to do 
something for them.” She was hesitant 
to travel to Syria but went there with 
her husband anyway. 
 
What she found she could not have 
imagined even in a nightmare. She 
recalls, “the hisbah, the shurta [ISIS 
police], put people in jail for nothing. 
They whipped people for nothing. They 
executed people for nothing. It’s done 
in public.” She likened the posing of 
executed corpses to “the mafia.” 
Furthermore, ISIS was far from a 
community of Muslim brothers and 

sisters. In fact, “[how you get treated] 
depends on who you are, your family, 
your tribe, who could benefit if you get 
out.” It was clear that the justice system 
was corrupt, not Islamic: “They do tabdil 
[an exchange]. If you get out [of jail], 
you do this.” 
 
Cassandra was miserable but could not 
confide in anyone, not even her 
husband. She explains, “My husband 
checked my phone calls with my 
mother. He closed my Facebook 
account. He made me another account. 
But every time I wrote a message, he 
had to check it and he erased what he 
did not find correct.” When Cassandra 
found the courage to escape, she was 
caught by ISIS secret police and sent 
home. It was then that the abuse by her 
husband escalated: “That day, my 
husband hit me. He told me it was 
serious. He was shaking me and 
slamming me on the wall, and then he 
locked the front door so I could not go 
out.” 
 
Despite the abuse, Cassandra continued 
to tell her husband that she wanted to 
leave, but she says, “He told me that it’s 
just whispers of the devil, and that I 
must not listen, that I have to stay 
here.” He made sure that she did just 
that by enlisting neighbors to spy on 
Cassandra, checking her phone 
conversations, and cutting her off from 
her mother. Soon, her only happiness 
came from her three adopted Syrian 
Shia children. 
 
Cassandra thought her opportunity to 
leave had finally come when her 
husband was killed. She lived with two 
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ISIS women, but says that they “were 
really embedded in the ideology […] 
They started to be suspicious of me and 
every time I wanted to leave, they 
wouldn’t let me go out.” Later, 
Cassandra got injured and the ISIS 
women, seeing her as a burden, told her 
to leave them for the madhafa 
[women’s house]. Instead, Cassandra 
began her path to freedom: “I hid in 
people’s homes. I changed families all 
the time. And then I went to the Kurds, 
in fact. Before it was harder to do. There 
were checkpoints everywhere on the 
roads to reach the Kurds.” 
 
Cassandra eventually made it to Kurdish 
territory but carried with her the 
psychological damage that her time in 
ISIS had caused. She describes, “For me 
psychologically, the war is traumatizing. 
Even at this moment when I hear a car 
pass in the street, I think it’s a bombing, 
even though it’s just a car.” She explains 
why ISIS is not truly Islamic, saying, “If 
those people were really on the true 
path, Allah says he will open the land for 
them. This was their fate. Now there’s 
nothing left. All has been destroyed.” 
She advises others who might be 
considering travelling to Syria “to 
browse a lot on the Internet and not get 
too involved in these things and go 
slowly. Have an understanding of 
religion because people take religion 
and make [wrong] interpretations then 
reel people in.” She admits having been 
reeled in as well: “They lied to millions 
of people. They made [us] hope.”  
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
Values in Islam are very important, as 
they are considered the backbone of 
every society. Punishments have values 
as well, but they come after implanting 
the values of piety and virtue. One 
example might clear this point, Omar 
bin al-Khattab, the second Caliph, told 
that a man called ‘Abdullah’ used to 
make the Prophet laugh. The Prophet 
had beaten him because of wine-
drinking, but when he was brought to 
him one day and he gave orders and 
had him beaten, then one of those 
present said, “O God, curse him. How 
often he is brought!” But he [the 
Prophet] said, “Do not curse him! I 
swear by Allah that for all I know he 
loves Allah and His messenger” (Mishkat 
al-Masabih, book 17, hadith 62). So, the 
Prophet, peace be upon him, even 
though he punished the drinker, not 
only said nothing bad to the wine 
drinker, but refused that others curse 
him, although the Prophet, peace be 
upon him, said, “Allah has cursed wine, 
its drinker, its server, its seller, its buyer, 
its presser, the one for whom it is 
pressed, the one who conveys it and the 
one to whom it is conveyed” (Mishkat 
al-Masabih, book 11, hadith 19). The 
value of a Muslim’s dignity and respect 
is extremely important, and no one has 
the right to degrade a Muslim. 
 
On the other side of this equation, of 
mercy and justice, Allah laid out strong 
punishments for those who make war 
with Muslims during the time of the 
Prophet: “The recompense of those 
who make war against Allah and His 
Messenger and spread corruption in the 
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land is that they are to be killed or 
crucified or have their hand and a foot 
cut off on opposite sides or be expelled 
from the land. For them is shame in this 
world and a great punishment in the 
Everlasting Life.” Surah al-Maeda (the 
food table), Ayah No. 33. These are very 
serious punishments, but in Islam 
attacking the religion and Muslims also 
requires strong self-defense measures.   
 
While many Muslims currently live 
under repressive regimes and there is a 
war against terrorists there is no current 
war against the Muslims, as ISIS and al 
Qaeda are fond to claim. In fact, the 
opposite is true when groups like al 
Qaeda and ISIS have made war on the 
West attacking in their cities and towns 
and blowing up and gunning down their 
civilians while claiming that this is all in 
defense of Muslims.  It is never self-
defense or correct in Islam to 
intentionally harm civilians. 
Unfortunately, ISIS claims this verse 
about the defense of Islam and Muslims 
in their own behalf when they declare 
that everyone who is not with them are 
unbelievers (i.e. claim Takfir for them) 
and that the West is making war on 
Muslims when the West is actually 
fighting terrorism. The truth is that 
claims can be made all around, but one 
can judge and see who is targeted and if 
they are innocent or guilty of actual 
crimes and we know that only Allah 
judges the hearts of those who believe 
or fail to believe in him and he is the 
ultimate judge of who has harmed the 
people and the religion of Islam, which 
surely ISIS has done. 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you believe Cassandra’s 
depiction of her life in ISIS? 

• Have you ever been manipulated 
by emotional videos or pictures 
showing others suffering?   

• Do you think we sometimes lose 
our critical thinking skills when 
our emotions are strongly 
heightened?  When angered by 
something?  When viewing 
injustices?  How does ISIS use 
this to manipulate people like 
Cassandra? 

• What do you think of 
Cassandra’s warning to be 
careful on the Internet and to go 
slowly into things? 

• Would a just state ruled by 
Islamic Law allow prisoners to go 
free simply based on their 
families, tribes, or what they 
could offer financially? 

• Was the way Cassandra’s 
husband treating her Islamic? 

• Do you believe that it was really 
the devil telling Cassandra to 
leave ISIS? 
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Transcript of The Whispers of the Devil 
in the Islamic State Caliphate 
 
It was [my husband]  
who introduced me to Syria.   
 
He was older than me.   
 
At that time,  
he was 44 years old.   
 
And he’d been in this ideology for 20 
years. 
 
He showed me videos of torture 
by Bashar [al Assad’s regime].    
 
TEXT: CASSANDRA 
23-year-old Belgian 
ISIS Wife 
 
So suddenly, my heart hurt.  
I wanted to do something for them.   
 
I was hesitant [to go there]. 
 
It wasn’t what I expected. 
 
For example, the hisbah, the shurta [ISIS 
police],  
put people in jail for nothing.   
 
They whipped people for nothing. 
They executed people for nothing. 
 
It’s done in public. 
Afterwards, they pose the bodies and 
people visit. 
 
It’s like the mafia everywhere.   
 

[How you get treated] depends on who 
you are, your family, your tribe, who 
could benefit if you get out.   
 
They do tabdil [an exchange]. 
 
If you get out [of jail],  
you do this. 
 
I tried several times [to escape ISIS],  
but my husband checked my phone calls 
with my mother.    
 
He closed my Facebook account.  
He made me another account. 
 
But every time I wrote a message, he 
had to check it  
and he erased what he did not find 
correct. 
 
One time, I fled the house.   
 
I left by road but I was scared, 
because [ISIS] has their secret police: 
the emni. 
 
I wasn’t thinking. 
I was so fed up!   
 
I stopped a Syrian in the street  
[and] told him I wanted to go back to 
my country. 
 
I followed him.  
I met his son. 
 
I was going to 
leave to Turkey with him. 
 
But the borders were closed.  
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And the neighbors were actually 
members 
of the ISIS secret police. 
 
I returned home.  
It was midnight.   
 
My husband had  
called the shurta [ISIS police]. 
 
They were searching 
for me in Raqqa. 
 
Then, that day, 
my husband hit me.   
 
He told me it was serious. 
 
He was shaking me and slamming me on 
the wall, 
and then he locked the front door so I 
could not go out. 
 
I told him often 
[that I wanted to leave]. 
 
But when I told him that,  
he always answered me religiously. 
 
He told me that it’s just whispers of the 
devil, 
and that I must not listen, that I have to 
stay here. 
 
There was no chance [to escape], 
because my husband had the neighbors 
watch me.    
 
He checked my phone conversations.  
After, he cut me off completely with my 
mother. 
 

After, I adopted [three] Syrian [Shia 
orphans].  
I became attached to these children.   
 
I wanted to leave, 
but with my children. 
 
My husband died  
during the siege of Raqqa. 
 
After that, I lived with two ‘sisters’ 
who were really embedded in the 
ideology.   
 
[They saw no possibility of] return! 
They only wanted death! 
 
I tried to leave, but they asked me, 
‘Why do you want to leave?’   
 
‘Why don’t you stay to fight?’ 
 
They started to be suspicious of me and 
every time  
I wanted to leave, they wouldn’t let me 
go out. 
 
Then, when I was injured,  
they threw me to the street. 
 
They told me, ‘You're so weak! We can’t  
drag you everywhere! Go the madhafa 
[women’s house]!’ 
 
I made them believe that  
I was going to the madhafa. 
 
And then I hid in people’s homes. 
I changed families all the time. 
 
And then I went  
to the Kurds, in fact.    
 

188



 
 

Before it was harder to do. There were 
checkpoints everywhere on the roads to 
reach the Kurds. 
 
But since it was near the end,  
there were fewer and fewer fighters.   
 
So it was easy. 
 
TEXT: Cassandra says ISIS  
are not good Muslims. 
 
Because if those people were really on 
the true path, 
Allah says he will open the land for 
them.   
 
This was not their fate. Now there’s 
nothing left. 
All has been destroyed. 
 
It’s logical!  
Also, Islam is not what they said. 
 
That's for sure [that they lied]!  
They lied to millions of people. They 
made [us] hope. 
 

For me psychologically,  
the war is traumatizing.   
 
Even at this moment when I hear a car 
pass in the street, 
I think it’s a bombing, even though it’s 
just a car. 
 
TEXT: Cassandra wants to  
return home to Belgium. 
 
Maybe I will study  
and make up for lost time. 
 
Finally I advise people to browse a lot 
on the Internet  
and not get too involved in these things 
 
and to go slowly. 
 
Have an understanding of religion 
because people 
take religion and make [wrong] 
interpretations   
 
then reel people in. 
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You Must Make Hijrah to the Islamic 
State Caliphate 

 
 
 
Speaker – Sara 
 
Nationality – Belgian  
 
Age – 49-years-old
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Main Message – ISIS’s propaganda 
videos convinced Muslims from all over 
the world that they would not be 
fulfilling their Muslim obligations if they 
did not travel to live in the Islamic State 
Caliphate. When these people arrived in 
Syria, what they found was not an 
Islamic utopia, but rather a repressive 
society that treated women as less-
than-human captives. 
 
Narrative – You Must Make Hijrah to 
the Islamic State Caliphate features 49-
year-old Belgian Sara, who was 
interviewed by Anne Speckhard in 
October of 2018. The video clip was 
video edited and produced by Zack 
Baddorf and our ICSVE team. 
 
“I had to go with her. I couldn’t let her 
go on her own,” Sara remembers 
thinking when her daughter told her she 
wanted to join ISIS. Sara had previously 
learned about ISIS from her daughter’s 
friend, who “said it is the place where 
every Muslim have to go, if you want to 
stay Muslim.” She was further 
convinced by a video of Abu Bakr al-
Baghdadi, which convinced Sara “that 
all those who don’t go [to ISIS] are not 
Muslims.” 
 
Sara recalls being confident that she 
would have a simple life in ISIS, “that 
the women who want to work, they can 
[and] those who did not want [to work] 
and preferred to stay home, they could 
do that.” This idea was appealing to 
Sara, who had been depressed for some 
time. So, Sara followed her daughter to 
Syria, bringing her younger daughter as 
well. 
 

After crossing the Turkish-Syrian border, 
Sara and her daughters were taken to 
Jarabulus, Syria. According to Sara, 
“That’s where we understood that we 
had actually arrived in prison.” The 
three women were placed in a crowded 
madhafa, or women’s house. Sara 
describes her life in the madhafa, 
saying, “It was horrible. In fact, you have 
to stay where you are. You can’t move. 
If, for example, men come to take the 
luggage, the women have to go in a 
room with the door closed.” 
 
Generally, women were not permitted 
to move out of the madhafa until they 
married, and the situation was no 
different for Sara, who was already in 
her 40’s. In regard to getting married, 
Sara recalls, “They apply pressure. They 
say they are doing Islamic things. They 
say it’s recommended by the Sunnah. If 
you don’t want to marry, [they say] it’s 
that you have a problem, that you have 
something against [ISIS].” Nevertheless, 
Sara did not marry, choosing instead to 
live with her daughter and her new 
Belgian husband. 
 
Sara’s son-in-law smoked frequently – 
an act forbidden by ISIS – and was afraid 
of leaving the house, for he did not 
want ISIS to force him to fight. She 
recounts, “He was there all the time. He 
was doing nothing. He was unpleasant, 
unpleasant with the kids.” Because he 
was not fighting or working for ISIS, 
Sara’s son-in-law had no money and the 
family survived using the money Sara 
and her daughters brought with them 
from Belgium. 
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After Sara’s daughter divorced her 
husband, the women tried to contact 
the Belgian authorities. They knew that 
ISIS was not the Islamic Caliphate of 
which they had dreamed and that 
instead “it was a nightmare. It was a 
nightmare that [they] lived for several 
years, not knowing how to escape.” Sara 
felt that she had to be strong to 
“preserve the children,” even though 
she says of ISIS, “We ended up in hell.” 
 
Still, Sara, her daughters, and her 
grandchildren “had to wait [for] chaos 
[to escape].” She remembers surviving 
bombing attacks: “Everything had 
collapsed around us. Everything. It was 
on the ground, completely o the 
ground. I was screaming, screaming in 
the street.” Finally, Sara and her 
younger daughter were able to escape 
and surrender to the Syrian Democratic 
Forces [SDF] in 2017, though her older 
daughter chose to stay with ISIS.  
 
Now, she lives in an SDF camp that she 
describes as “horrible.” She reflects on 
the consequences of her decision to join 
ISIS, which she blames on ISIS’s 
propagandists: “I lost everything. I lost 
my life. I lost my daughter. I’m now also 
destroying the lives of my other 
children.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
Despair is one of the strongest weapons 
used by ISIS and groups like it. They 
exaggerate committing a sin and restrict 
the way of repentance by only following 
their way, mainly committing suicide 
operations. The Quran says: “Say: 'O My 
worshipers, who have sinned 
excessively against themselves, do not 
despair of the Mercy of Allah, surely, 
Allah forgives all sins. He is the Forgiver, 
the Most Merciful.” Surah al-Zumar (the 
troops), Ayah No. 53. Repentance is an 
easy task in Islam, requiring only for the 
sinner to: 
1. Stop committing the sin. 
2. Feel remorse. 
3. Ask forgiveness from Allah. 
4. Never return to that sin. 
5. If the sin was related to a human 

being like stealing, he has to return 
the stolen property to its owner, 
directly or indirectly. 

 
That is for the major sins, i.e. the big 
ones like adultery, stealing, drinking 
alcohol …etc. As for the minor sins, they 
are already forgiven if you don’t commit 
the major sins. The Quran says: “If you 
avoid the major sins that are forbidden 
to you, we shall pardon your evil deeds 
and admit you by an entrance of 
honor.” Surah al-Nisaa (women), Ayah 
No. 31. And the Prophet (PBUH) said: 
"Fear Allah wherever you are, do good 
deeds after doing bad ones, the former 
will wipe out the latter, and behave 
decently towards people" al-Tirmithi, 
Book No. 1, hadith No. 61. 
 
A companion of the Prophet called Ibn 
Mas’ud narrated that a man unlawfully 
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kissed a woman. So, he came to the 
Prophet (PBUH) to ask him about its 
atonement. So (the following) Ayah was 
revealed: “And perform the Salat 
(prayer), at the two ends of the day and 
in some hours of the night” Surah al-
Israa (the night journey), Ayah No. 114. 
The man said: "Is this for me O 
Messenger of Allah?" He said: "For you 
and for whoever does that among my 
Ummah (nation).” Al-Tirmithi, Book No. 
47, Hadith No. 3402. The Prophet 
(PBUH) also said: "Allah accepts a slave's 
repentance as long as the latter is not 
on his death bed (that is, before the soul 
of the dying person reaches the 
throat)". Al-Tirmithi, Book No.1, Ayah 
No.18. So when a person commits a 
major sin and does the conditions to 
repent, his sin will be wiped out. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you think that Sara is telling 
the truth in the video? 

• How do you think Sara’s 
depression impacted her 
decision to join ISIS? 

• What could have helped to 
prevent this decision?  

• Did Sara find what she had 
hoped for in her “geographic” 
cure? 

• Do you believe as al Baghdadi 
claimed that Muslims who did 
not travel to ISIS are not true 
Muslims? 

• How do you think Sara felt when 
she discovered that she would 
not be able to live a simple life in 
ISIS? 

• How do you think Sara felt when 
she was pressured by ISIS to get 
married? 

• What do you think it was like for 
Sara’s grandchildren to live with 
Sara’s unpleasant son-in-law, 
who forbade them from leaving 
the home so he would not be 
forced to fight? 

• What do you think of the 
hypocrisy of ISIS fighters 
smoking when unseen? 

• Why do you think Sara’s older 
daughter chose to stay in ISIS, 
while the rest of her family 
surrendered to the SDF? 

• What would you have suggested 
that Sara do if you met her 
before she left for ISIS? 
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Transcript of You Must Make Hijrah to 
the Islamic State Caliphate 
 
[My daughter’s friend] said it is the 
place where 
every Muslim have to go, if you want to 
stay Muslim. 
 
And then, there was  
the video of Baghdadi.    
 
Basically, the explanation was that all 
those  
who don’t go [to ISIS] are not Muslims.   
 
SARA 
49-year-old Belgian 
ISIS Mother-in-Law 
 
One thing that was appealing to me was 
that  
the women who want to work, they can.     
 
Those did did not want [to work]  
and preferred to stay at home, they 
could do that.   
 
So, it would be a simple life. 
 
TEXT: Sara worked as an administrative 
assistant 
at a college when she and her adult 
daughter  
considered joining ISIS in Syria. 
 
I was in a little moment of depression  
and I became sick.   
 
I perhaps searched for this, 
because I wanted to have a simpler life.    
 
From behind me, I heard my daughter 
say, 

‘I’m going [to ISIS]. I’m going to go.’ 
 
We have always been together in life. 
I had to go with her. I couldn’t let her go 
on her own. 
 
TEXT: Sara bought plane tickets for 
them  
to Turkey in order to cross into Syria.  
She brought her younger daughter, too. 
 
I couldn’t let again [her] go first, 
so I said, ‘No. No. I go first, so I see if it’s 
true.’ 
 
We took a little car. We arrived in a 
town. In fact, it was in the middle of 
nowhere. They told, ‘You get out. You 
walk.’ 
 
Voilà. 
 
TEXT: They eventually ended up 
in Jarabulus, Syria. 
 
That's where we understood  
that we had actually arrived in prison. 
 
In fact, you spend all your life waiting 
there, waiting to be told what to do, 
because you cannot even move around.      
 
There is a big building.    
 
It was filled, filled, filled 
with women and children. 
 
We can do nothing. We don’t know the 
language. 
The people are very unpleasant, 
everyone.       
 
We can’t say where we are, 
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and I want to go back home right away.       
 
It was horrible. In fact, you have to stay 
where you are.  
You can’t move. 
 
If, for example, men come to take the 
luggage,  
the women have to go in a room with 
the door closed. 
 
TEXT: Sara, already in her 40’s,  
was pressured to get married 
to an ISIS fighter. 
 
They apply pressure. 
They say they are doing Islamic things. 
 
They say it's recommended  
by the Sunnah. 
 
If you don’t want to marry, [they say] 
it’s that you have  
a problem, that you have something 
against [ISIS]. 
 
TEXT: They stayed in the womens’ 
house until her daughter married 
another Belgian. Sara did not like her 
daughter’s husband, saying he was 
unpleasant  
and smoked in the apartment all the 
time – an act forbidden by ISIS. 
 
Because he was always stressed. As 
soon as  
someone knocked on the door, he got 
very nervous. 
 
He told us not to make noise, certainly 
not to  
open the door, not to talk to the 
neighbors. 

 
TEXT: Sara’s son-in-law hid in the house 
because  
he didn’t want ISIS to force him to fight.   
 
It was our little money with which we 
came 
[that we used to survive].   
 
He was there all the time. He was doing 
nothing  
He was unpleasant, unpleasant with the 
kids. 
 
TEXT: Sara’s daughter eventually 
divorced the man. They were sent back 
to the women’s house 
 
TEXT: Meanwhile, Sara and her 
daughter 
tried to contact authorities back in 
Belgium 
to get help to escape ISIS. 
They had determined ISIS was not 
Islamic.  
 
It was a nightmare. It was a nightmare 
that we lived for several years, not 
knowing how to escape.      
 
I didn’t see much myself.  
 
I made sure to preserve myself a 
maximum  
and preserve the children.  
 
I made sure to preserve myself a 
maximum  
and preserve the children.  
 
We left obviously.  
We really wanted to leave.  
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all thought to go to an Islamic state, 
something new  
that works, that was good for all 
Muslims,  
 
but we ended up in hell.   
 
It is not Islam. 
 
We had to wait [for] chaos [to escape]. 
 
They said that only four streets 
remained. 
 
For me, it was incredible. 
Everything had collapsed around us. 
Everything. 
 
TEXT: Sara survived bombing attacks  
that flattened nearby buildings. 
 
It was on the ground,  
completely on the ground. 
 
I was screaming, screaming in the 
street.   
 

And actually, [the bombing was]  
when we went outside. 
 
TEXT: Sara’s elder daughter stayed with 
ISIS  
but Sara and her younger daughter 
surrendered to the Syrian Democratic 
Forces in October 2017.  
 
The children? Here, it’s horrible here. 
It's not normal to be here in a camp, in a 
tent. The children don’t understand. 
 
I lost everything. I lost my life. I lost my 
daughter.  
I'm now also destroying the lives of my 
other children.   
 
Voilà. I can only be angry  
at these people who have lied [about 
ISIS]. 
 
TEXT: Sara said she hopes  
to return to Belgium. 
 
I would really like to return [to Belgium]. 
It’s my life. 
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You Should Fear Allah in the Islamic 
State  

 
 
Speaker - Salma 
 
Nationality – Belgian 
 
Age – 22-years-old  
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Main Message – ISIS is a horribly brutal 
group. Even if your family members 
think it’s a good idea to join, you may 
very well regret following them, not to 
mention that you may also possibly lose 
them or your own life in doing so. 

Narrative – You Should Fear Allah in the 
Islamic State Caliphate features 22-year-
old Belgian, Salma, who was 
interviewed by Anne Speckhard in 
August of 2018 in a detention facility in 
northern Syria run by the Kurdish-led 
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF). The 
video clip was video edited and 
produced by Zack Baddorf and our 
ICSVE team.  

Salma was 19 when she left the safety 
of Belgium to follow her Belgian 
Tunisian father into ISIS. “[My father] 
said, ‘Life is better here [with ISIS]. You 
can wear your whole hijab. We’re not 
oppressed here.’ Just that my dad said, 
‘I’m not coming back,’ was enough for 
me to come actually,” she explains.  
Salma’s father had been searching for a 
way to live out what he thought would 
be an authentic Islamic life and 
tragically fell for ISIS lies and then his 
daughter followed him into their trap. 

After arriving in ISIS territory, Salma’s 
father arranged for her to marry the son 
of his co-worker. She married a Tunisian 
foreign fighter and within three months 
she was pregnant.  Around this same 
time frame, all three began to realize 
that coming to Syria was a terrible 
mistake and that the ISIS Caliphate was 
anything but Islamic. 

Salma and her father and husband tried 
to escape but were stopped at an ISIS 
checkpoint and arrested. “They put my 
husband and my dad in prison,” Salma 
recounts the horror of their situation. 
“They [hung him upside down] and 
everything,” she explains, which was the 
norm for ISIS cadres who were well 
versed in torture methods in their 
prisons.1 

“I gave birth during the six months 
[when her father was jailed], and we 
tried again to run away, me and my dad 
and other brothers,” Salma explains. 
During that time her husband had been 
imprisoned again for refusing to fight, 
but Salma’s father talked her into 
escaping with him, telling her it would 
be easier for her husband to follow 
alone after he got out of prison, rather 
than have a wife and newborn along on 
his escape attempt.  Salma recalls their 
second attempt, “We tried to get out 
again from Raqqa, but the problem is 
the one that was going to smuggle us 
out was working with them, with ISIS. 
Ten minutes out of Raqqa and they 
stopped us.”  

The ISIS common practice with 
defectors was to imprison, threaten, 
punish and then forgive their first 
attempt, but they would execute male 
defectors on second and third tries. 
Salma’s father understood he would be 
killed, stating, “One time you get 
forgiven. Second time, your head flies.” 
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She also recalls, “[The ISIS soldiers] were 
scared because they saw the men had 
weapons. The men that were with us. 
So they put us down [by] the car and 
[the ISIS guys] were like, ‘Stay here! The 
car is stolen!’ It was all a lie!” 
 
Knowing he would be executed, Salma’s 
father got up and started walking away 
despite the orders not to, hoping to 
evade his killers. As Salma recounts, “So, 
we started walking and then they 
started shooting on us. They killed all 
the men.” 
 
Of all the 101 ISIS defectors, returnees, 
and prisoners ICSVE researchers have 
interviewed to date, the story of Salma 
perhaps represents one of the most 
violent personal experiences witnessed 
by a defector while attempting to 
escape. Salma’s father was shot and 
killed in front of her eyes while she was 
holding her newborn child.  As she 
recalls, “When I heard the gunshots, I 
was turning around to see. I’m like, 
‘They’re shooting in the sky, right? 
They’re not shooting on us.’ I was like, 
‘It can’t be!’ And then I just fell on the 
ground because I got a bullet. I’m like, 
‘Okay, it’s really happening.’ I got a 
bullet in my back and a bullet [in] other 
places.” 
 
Perhaps having a premonition of dread 
that morning, Salma recalls, “I wasn’t 
feeling good that morning to go out. I 
was scared. I was saying, ‘No, I don’t 
wanna go!’”   
 
She further adds, “[The ISIS guards] 
were like, ‘No, you are a danger to our 
society, because you guys are leaving. 

You guys are gonna say that we’re bad 
and everything. So we cannot let you 
go.’ So they killed us. That’s it. They 
killed the men. They killed a little boy of 
two years when I was in that shooting.  
It was the son of a friend of mine. I think 
even monsters wouldn’t do that. They 
have some pity for the kids you know. 
[Then,] they picked us up and took us to 
prison. Seeing us bleeding and 
everything, they took me and the sister 
to the hospital, but leaving my 
[newborn] son in prison. I couldn’t take 
him with me.” 
 
After being brought back to the prison, 
Salma was questioned about wanting to 
escape ISIS territory, “They came and 
interrogated me like, ‘Why do you want 
to go? You should fear God.’ And, I said, 
‘Yeah, big mistake!’ Just playing the 
game with them.” 
 
She recalls, “And then I got out. They 
put me in a women’s house and then 
my husband got out of prison. And then 
we went and lived in Qoriah. They took 
my husband to prison for another three 
months, because he was not working, 
and he was not going to battle and 
everything.” 
 
When her husband was released from 
prison, they tried again to escape from 
ISIS, this time getting into YPG territory, 
where they were arrested and detained 
separately.  
   
Reflecting back on her experience inside 
the ISIS Caliphate, Salma states, “[ISIS] is 
not what it looks like! I need[ed] to see 
it with my own eyes, and I saw it with 
my own eyes. Of course, they’re bad.” 
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Salma is now detained in Camp Roj, 
Syria, with her young son and she was 
about to give birth at the time of her 
interview.  She has now given birth and 
returned to the camp with her newborn.  
The children detained in this camp were 
taken to or born into ISIS at no fault of 
their own and their countries do not 
allow them to return home. Under 
detention, they suffer without 
vaccinations, necessary nutrition, and 
schools. They also lack normal 
stimulation. They literally play with 
rocks. 
 
“The children, of course they are 
innocent,” Salma explains.  When asked 
about those trained in the Cubs of the 
Caliphate camp to kill, she states, “Even 
if [an] 11-year-old boy killed someone, it 
would have been someone that told 
him, ‘Do it.’ He’s 11-year-old! He 
doesn’t know.” 
 
Salma wants to return to Belgium, but 
she is not welcomed home, nor are her 
children. She owns up to her 
responsibility for joining ISIS, stating, “If 
they put me in prison, that’s the 
consequences of my mistakes, so I will 
have to live with them.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
Lying is one of the biggest sins in Islam. 
Allah condemned those who lie and 
make claims of what they do not do: “O 
Believers, why do you say what you 
never do? It is most hateful to Allah that 
you should say that which you do not 
do.” Surah al-Saff, Ayah no. 2-3. Once 
the Prophet (PBUH) was asked by his 
companions: “O Prophet of Allah, does 
it happen that a believer commits 
adultery?” He answered “Yes”, then 
they asked: “Does it happen that a 
believers steals?” he answered: “Yes”, 
then they asked him: “Does it happen 
that a believer lies?” he answered: “No, 
the believer does not lie!”.  This gives an 
idea of how serious Islam views lying. 
 
It is obvious that ISIS, and other groups 
like them, tend to lie and exploit the 
Islamic teachings such as for Muslims to 
make hijrah to the Islamic State. They 
acted as if by naming it they had indeed 
created a real Islamic State, and by 
doing so fooled many ordinary Muslims 
who heeded such calls, many of which 
ended up either killed or imprisoned. 
 
Groups like al Qaeda and ISIS also argue 
that it’s every Muslims individual duty 
to fight jihad on behalf of other Muslims 
to further Islam, yet most Islamic 
scholars do not agree. Likewise, the 
Islamic State is not a name that just 
anyone can allege to hold, as is the case 
with al Qaeda, ISIS and other similar 
groups. Rather, it is a matter of 
practicing the real commandments of 
Allah and his Prophet (PBUH). ISIS’s 
atrocities are too obvious, to an extent 
that if a man denies them he would be 
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ridiculed. In Islam, if you allege 
something and you practice its 
contradiction then you would be 
regarded as a hypocrite, as Allah says in 
the Quran: “They conceal in themselves 
what they do not disclose to you [O 
Muhammed].” Surah Al Imran (The 
family of Imran), Ayah No. 154. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

• What do you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you believe Salma didn’t 
know what kind of group she 
was going to join? 

• Salma claims that she was simply 
an ISIS wife and did not pledge 
allegiance to serve the group. Do 
you believe she should be 
punished? 

• What do you think of the ISIS 
practice of killing defectors? 

• Do you believe it was a true 
Islamic State if people were 
willing to risk death to leave it? 

• Do you think Salma is at 
present—or will be in the 
future—a danger to Belgian 
society or would ever return to 
ISIS after her father was killed by 
them? 

• Do you think it’s a punishment to 
have to watch one’s children 
suffer detention in a prison 
camp alongside yourself? 
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Transcript of You Should Fear Allah in 
the Islamic State Caliphate 
 
SALMA 
22-year-old Belgian  
Wife of ISIS Soldier 
 
[My father] said, ‘Life is better here 
[with ISIS]. You can wear your whole 
hijab. We’re not oppressed here.’ 
 
Just that my dad said, ‘I’m not coming 
back,’ was enough for me to come 
actually. 
 
TEXT: After arriving in ISIS territory, 
Salma married a Tunisian foreign 
fighter. 
 
After almost three months of marriage, I 
got pregnant. 
 
TEXT: Salma and her family soon noticed 
how ISIS acted contrary to Islam and 
tried to escape.  
 
They put my husband and my dad in 
prison. 
 
They [hung him upside down] and 
everything. 
 
I gave birth during the six months [when 
her father was jailed], and we tried 
again to run away,   
 
me and my Dad and other brothers. 
 
So we tried to get out again from Raqqa, 
but the problem is the one that was 
going to smuggle us out was working 
with them, with ISIS. 
 

Ten minutes out of Raqqa and they 
stopped us.   
 
But my dad was like, ‘Uh, this time, I’m 
not going to prison [again].’ 
 
‘If they catch me this time, they will kill 
me, because it’s forbidden to get out of 
ISIS.’ 
 
‘One time you get forgiven. Second 
time, your head flies.’ 
 
[The ISIS soldiers] were scared because 
they saw the men had weapons. The 
men that were with us. 
 
So they put us down [by] the car and 
[the ISIS guys] were like, ‘Stay here! The 
car is stolen!’ 
 
 It was all a lie! 
 
So my dad was like, ‘Yeah, no I’m not 
staying here! Let’s go!’ 
 
So we started walking and then they 
started shooting on us. 
 
They killed all the men. 
 
TEXT: Salma’s father was shot and killed 
in front of her eyes while she was 
holding her newborn child. 
 
When I heard the gunshots, I was 
turning around to see. 
 
I’m like, ‘They’re shooting in the sky, 
right? They’re not shooting on us.’ 
 
 I was like, ‘It can’t be!’ 
 

202



 
 

And then I just fell on the ground, 
because I got a bullet. 
 
I’m like, ‘Okay, it’s really happening.’ 
 
I got a bullet in my back and a bullet [in] 
other places. 
 
I wasn’t feeling good that morning to go 
out.  
 
I was scared. I was saying, ‘No, I don’t 
wanna go!’   
 
If I didn’t go, my dad would have died 
anyways that day. 
 
[The ISIS guards] were like, ‘No, you are 
a danger to our society, 
 
because you guys are leaving. You guys 
are gonna say that we’re bad and 
everything. So we cannot let you go.’ 
 
So they killed us. That’s it. They killed 
the men. 
 
They killed a little boy of two years 
when I was in that shooting.   
 
 It was the son of a friend of mine. 
 
I think even monsters wouldn’t do that. 
They have some pity for the kids you 
know. 
 
They picked us up and took us to prison. 
 
Seeing us bleeding and everything, they 
took me and the sister to the hospital,   
 
but leaving my [newborn] son in prison. 
I couldn’t take him with me. 

TEXT: After being brought back to the 
prison, Salma was questioned about 
wanting to escape ISIS territory. 
 
They came and interrogated me like, 
‘Why do you want to go? You should 
fear God.’ 
 
And, I said, ‘Yeah, big mistake!’ Just 
playing the game with them. 
 
And then I got out. They put me in a 
women’s house and then my husband 
got out of prison. 
 
And then we went and lived in Qoriah. 
 
After three months, again they came 
and picked my husband up from the 
house. 
 
They came and knocked and they 
surrounded the house. 
 
They took my husband to prison for 
another three months, 
 
because he was not working and he was 
not going to battle and everything. 
 
And then came my husband out [of 
prison].  
   
And then we tried again to find 
someone to get us out of there. 
 
Two months we stayed and we got out 
[of ISIS-held Syria]. 
 
[ISIS] is not what it looks like! 
 
I need[ed] to see it with my own eyes, 
and I saw it with my own eyes. 
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Of course, they’re bad. 
 
TEXT: Salma, her young son and her 
husband were captured by Syrian 
Kurdish forces (known as the YPG) on 
her third attempt to escape from ISIS to 
Turkey. 
 
TEXT: She is now detained in Syria, with 
her young son and is about to give birth.    
 
TEXT: The children detained in this camp 
were taken to or born into ISIS at no 
fault of their own and their countries do 
not allow them to return home. Under 
detention, they suffer without 
vaccinations, good food and schools and 
lack normal stimulation. They literally 
play with rocks. 
 
The children, of course they are 
innocent. 
 
Even if [an] 11-year old boy killed 
someone, it would have been someone 
that told him, ‘Do it.’ 
 
He’s 11-years-old! He doesn’t know. 

 
I’m sure, 100% sure, the children [in the 
camp] are suffering. 
 
[My son] is one year and a half, so he 
doesn’t really understand. 
 
So he thinks it’s fun.   
 
He goes out. He sits in front of the tent, 
takes stones and starts throwing [at] 
everyone. So, it’s all fun. 
 
TEXT: Salma hopes she and her children 
can return home to Belgium. 
 
Of course, I wanna go home. 
   
If they put me in prison, that’s the 
consequences of my mistakes so I will 
have to live with them. 
 
The Truth Behind the Islamic State 
 
Sponsored by the International Center 
for the Study of Violent Extremism 
www.ICSVE.org 
 
See more at www.TheRealJihad.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Speckhard, A., Almohammad, A, & Yayla, A. (2017). The ISIS prison system: Its structure, departmental 
affiliations, processes, conditions, and practices of psychological and physical torture,” ICSVE, available at 
http://www.icsve.org/the-isis-prison-system-its-structure-departmental-affiliations-processes-conditions-
and-practices-of-psychological-and-physical-torture/ 
 

204

http://www.icsve.org/
http://www.therealjihad.org/
http://www.icsve.org/the-isis-prison-system-its-structure-departmental-affiliations-processes-conditions-and-practices-of-psychological-and-physical-torture/
http://www.icsve.org/the-isis-prison-system-its-structure-departmental-affiliations-processes-conditions-and-practices-of-psychological-and-physical-torture/


 
 

 

 
 

205



 
 

 

 

 
 

Life is Good in the ISIS Caliphate 
 
 
 
Speaker – Abu Bakr al Kurdi 
 
Nationality – Danish  
 
Age – 26-years-old 
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Main Message – ISIS kills with impunity, 
cloaking their evil deeds under the guise 
of religion. Even when their own wives 
and children die, they claim that it is 
God’s will, and anyone who dares to 
disagree is proclaimed to be an 
unbeliever and sentenced to death. In 
reality, ISIS is un-Islamic and is simply 
using Islam to justify their oppression. 
 
Narrative – Life is Good in the ISIS 
Caliphate features 26-year-old Dane 
Abu Bakr al Kurdi, who was interviewed 
by Anne Speckhard in August of 2018. 
The video clip was video edited and 
produced by our ICSVE team. 
 
Growing up in Denmark, Abu Bakr al 
Kurdi was not connected with his 
Muslim faith or heritage. As he recalls, 
“Most of our family is nationalist, but 
we have some religious parts also.” 
Those religious parts of his family did 
not include his mother, of whom Abu 
Bakr says, “She don’t pray. She don’t 
have hijab. She don’t [have] any 
knowledge about Islam,” nor did they 
include his father, who Abu Bakr 
describes as “a nationalist [with no] 
relationship with Islam.” 
 
Despite not growing up in a religious 
home, Abu Bakr was pushed to connect 
with Islam by the more religious 
members of his family who believed 
that he was going down a bad path 
following his high school graduation. 
Abu Bakr remembers his introduction to 
the religion: “They told me that I have 
to pray, and ‘If you don’t pray, you’re 
not a Muslim.’ And they spoke about 
the end of the world. Inside the 
mosque, you get introduced about topic 

about jihad, the Caliphate, and shariah. 
[They said,] ‘It’s an obligation to join 
jihad.’”  
 
The same family member who 
introduced Abu Bakr to Islam later 
travelled to Syria and tried to recruit 
Abu Bakr to come, as well. The family 
member said, “The Muslims are happy 
that we are here to help them.” Abu 
Bakr remembers the words that most 
resonated with him: “You make a jihad. 
It’s an honor. A place to live without 
oppression. You can be like a hero.” Abu 
Bakr was convinced by the call to 
provide dignity to the oppressed 
Muslims of Syria and attempted to cross 
into Syria from Turkey in 2014 but was 
caught by Turkish police and sent back 
to Denmark. 
 
At first, Abu Bakr thought it might not 
be his “destiny to go to Syria” but later 
changed his mind. He recounts how he 
lied to his wife, who did not want him to 
go: “I told one time but she start to cry 
that she can’t handle this. So I said, ‘I 
changed my mind. I don’t want to go 
over there.’” Soon after, hoever he did 
go and was smuggled across the Turkish 
border into Syria.  
 
Abu Bakr says he felt excited when he 
began his training with ISIS: “They put 
us in a spiritual camp in Raqqa. [ISIS] 
teach you about jihad, shariah, tawhid 
[oneness of Allah], thakafa [culture]. 
Everybody was ready to be a shahid 
[martyr].” Following his religious 
training, Abu Bakr went to military 
training and was then sent to battle. He 
recalls, “All the bullets just went 
towards us. Like a rain of bullets. I feel 
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excited. I think I’m ready to die. The 
whole team got killed that day. I got 
injured. I got a bullet through my legs.”  
 
After being wounded in battle, Abu Bakr 
was no longer able to fight, and it was 
then that he realized what ISIS truly 
was. ISIS offered no support and he 
lived without a job in Raqqa for ten 
months. Then, he heard from his wife, 
who wanted to join him in Syria. Abu 
Bakr says she wanted to join him 
because in Denmark, “nobody supports 
her.” 
 
On her way to ISIS territory, Abu Bakr’s 
wife was captured and imprisoned by al 
Qaeda’s Syrian branch, Jabhat al Nusra. 
Abu Bakr had been trained by ISIS to 
believe that al Nusra was murtadeen 
[apostates], so he was surprised when 
his wife was released without ransom 
and without being harmed. Yet ISIS did 
nothing to help him get his wife and had 
not helped him when he was injured. 
How could ISIS refuse to help their own 
member who was wounded while 
fighting for them while Nusra treated a 
woman they had never met with 
fairness and mercy? Abu Bakr knew he 
wanted to run away, but didn’t have an 
identification card, since he did not have 
a job. 
 
Abu Bakr put his plan in motion: “I went 
to this katiba [military unit]. I took my 
ID card. [A smuggler] used his contact 
with our main courier with Jaysh al Hur 
[Free Syrian Army]. So I told him, ‘You 
check the way. If I get my wife out, I will 
take the same way.’” Unfortunately, he 
soon learned that the smuggler had told 
ISIS of his plan to escape. Abu Bakr 

knew that if he returned to ISIS 
territory, he could be executed for 
trying to escape, so he had no option 
but to escape on his own, without the 
help of the smuggler. He and his wife 
swam across a river and surrendered to 
the Syrian Democratic Forces, who are 
now detaining them. 
 
Abu Bakr now knows the truth about 
ISIS and reflects on their message: “Fifty 
people die like this, and then you say it’s 
Qadr Allah [Allah’s Will]. [ISIS] use this 
work Qadr Allah to everything. If you 
don’t believe it’s Qadr Allah, they say, 
it’s kuffar [disbelievers].” Being called 
kuffar in ISIS is a death sentence. Abu 
Bakr reflects on being told that he could 
practice Islam in ISIS without 
oppression, saying, “[Muslims in 
Denmark] were screaming about 
oppression, oppression in Denmark. I 
could do whatever I want there. I didn’t 
feel this [oppression]. Where is this 
oppression they’re speaking about all 
the time?” If he does get to return to 
Denmark, he explains what he will do 
first: “I want to go home, see my 
mother, kiss her feet and forehead. Ask 
for her forgiveness.” 
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Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
In Islam, the leader has to serve his 
people, as they entrusted him to guide 
them wisely. Prophet Muhammed, 
peace be upon him said, “All of you are 
shepherds and each of you is 
responsible for his flock. The amir of a 
people is a shepherd and he is 
responsible for his flock. A man is the 
shepherd of the people of his house, 
and he is responsible for his flock. A 
man's slave is the shepherd of his 
master's property, and he is responsible 
for it. Each of you is a shepherd and 
each of you is responsible for his flock” 
(Al-abad al-mufrad, book 9, hadith 51). 
The leader who brings difficulties on his 
people is condemned, as Prophet 
Muhammed, peace be upon him, said, 
“O God, cause distress to him who has 
any charge over my people and causes 
them distress, and be gentle to him who 
has any charge over my people and is 
gentle to them” (Mishkat al-masabih, 
book 18, hadith 29). 

 
Killing innocent people under the 
pretext of them being apostates is 
haram and regarded one of the greatest 
sins in Islam, Prophet Muhammed, 
peace be upon him, said “A believer will 
continue to find ample scope in his 
religion as long as he does not kill 
anyone unlawfully” (Mishkat al-
masabih, book 16, hadith 2). So, a true 
Muslim is obligated to be careful and 
follow the essence of the Islamic 
teachings. 
 
Anyone who commits apostacy is 
brought to debate to see why he did 

that act, then if he did insist on his 
thought, he should be warned that 
death penalty is his punishment if he did 
not repent, and if he insisted on staying 
in apostacy, then he would be killed. 
There are two options for that, first, all 
the debate, warning and verdict are 
done by a judge. Second, the apostacy is 
not just rejecting belief, no, apostacy, as 
explained by the Prophet, peace be 
upon him, is leaving the Muslim 
community to go to the enemy to fight 
Islam. Prophet Muhammed, peace be 
upon him said, “The blood of a Muslim 
man who testifies that there is no god 
but Allah and that Muhammad is Allah's 
Apostle should not lawfully be shed 
except only for one of three reasons: a 
man who committed fornication after 
marriage, in which case he should be 
stoned; one who goes forth to fight with 
Allah and His Apostle, in which case he 
should be killed or crucified or exiled 
from the land; or one who commits 
murder for which he is killed” (Sunan 
Abi Dawud, book 40, hadith 3). So, this 
type of apostacy is different from the 
one ISIS believes in and true Islam is far 
more merciful than ISIS’s brutality. 
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Discussion Questions: 
 

• How do you feel watching this 
video? 

• What do you think of the Islam 
Abu Bakr found in the mosque?  
Did it protect him from doing 
“bad” things? 

• Do you agree that a Muslim has 
an obligation to fight jihad in far 
away places, why or why not? 

• What do you think of the people 
who told Abu Bakr Syria and the 
Caliphate were a good place to 
live without oppression? 

• What do you think about Abu 
Bakr lying to his wife to go on an 
Islamic mission and leaving his 
mother? 

• Do you think ISIS was following 
the will of Allah? 

• Do you think ISIS valued human 
life? 

• Do you think Abu Bakr can follow 
Islam more easily in Denmark or 
in the Caliphate? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transcript of Life is Good in the ISIS 
Caliphate 
 
I didn’t did big crimes.  
Just women and drinking and something 
like this. 
 
My mother, she has nothing to do with 
religion. 
 
She don’t pray. She don’t have hijab. 
She don’t [have] any knowledge about 
Islam. 
 
My father is a nationalist 
so don’t have any relationship with 
Islam. 
 
Actually, most of our family is 
nationalist, 
but we have some religious parts also. 
 
ABU BAKR  
AL KURDI 
26-year-old Dane 
Former ISIS Soldier 
 
[My family said], ‘After the high school,  
you go outside with the bad boys.’ 
 
So they want to invite me to Islam. 
 
They told me that I have to pray, 
and ‘If you don’t pray, you’re not a 
Muslim.’ 
 
And they spoke about the end of the 
world. 
 
Inside the mosque, you get introduced 
about topic  
about jihad, the Caliphate and shariah. 
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[They said,] ‘It’s an obligation to join 
jihad.’ 
 
So [my family member] and his friends 
went to Syria, 
 
and he said, 
‘Come over here. Everything is good.’ 
 
‘The Muslims are happy that  
we are here to help them.’ 
 
‘You make a jihad. 
It’s honor.’ 
 
‘A place to live without oppression.’ 
 
‘You can be like a hero.’ 
 
[Abu Bakr al Baghdadi] used this kind of 
pain  
for the Muslims. 
 
‘The Muslims [are] oppressed.’ 
 
‘The Muslims don’t have a state. 
They don’t have a honor.’ 
 
You’re raised up  
with these words all the time. 
   
They say, ‘We are in our jamaat [Islamic 
group] 
to stand up for the Muslims.’ 
 
So, in 2014, we tried to go to Syria, 
but we got catched by the Turkish 
police. 
 
They sent us back to Denmark, 
so I start to think maybe it’s not my 
destiny to go to Syria. 
 

I changed my mind again. 
I will try again. 
 
I didn’t tell my wife. 
 
I told one time but she start to cry 
that she can’t handle this. 
 
So I said, ‘I changed my mind.  
I don’t want to go over there.’ 
 
But it’s actually a lie. 
 
The plan was that we would go with our 
family 
to Turkey like a holiday. 
 
I just left my mother and my wife. 
 
TEXT: Abu Bakr al Kurdi was smuggled  
across the border into Syria. 
 
[ISIS] have took our ID cards and 
passport.  
They took our phone also. 
 
They don’t trust anybody before you 
fight. 
 
I was actually excited. 
 
They put us in a spiritual training camp 
in Raqqa. 
 
[ISIS] teach you about jihad, shariah,  
tawhid [oneness of Allah], thakafa 
[culture]. 
 
Everybody was ready to be a shahid 
[martyr]. 
 
After the spiritual camp,  
[we] went to a physical camp. 
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We were learn about PKC, Kalashnikov 
[rifle],  
grenades, RPG. Just the basics. 
 
They sent me to one battle. 
 
All the bullets just went towards us. 
Like a rain of bullets. 
 
I feel excited.  
I think I’m ready to die. 
 
The whole team got killed that day. 
 
I got injured. 
 
I got a bullet through my legs. 
 
I see people get punished. 
Not beheaded. Just a bullet in the face. 
 
I went to this idara [administration]. 
 
I said, ‘Come on.  
They don’t want me, so what should I 
do then?’ 
 
I got pissed off and start to go to Raqqa. 
I started to be jobless. 
 
For 10 months, I didn’t do anything, 
but I spoke with my wife that she want 
to come [to Syria]. 
 
Nobody supports her in Denmark. 
 
She came [to] Syria. 
She got captured by Jabhat al Nusra [al 
Qaeda].   
 
They imprisoned her. 
 

So I didn’t know what‘s happen with 
her. 
 
You also hear stories that  
they will treat them like slaves. 
 
They didn’t do anything to her.  
[They] send her without [requiring] 
money. 
 
These are the people [al Nusra] actually, 
we say they’re murtadeen [apostates]. 
 
So I’m shocked. 
 
Actually, the people in ISIS  
didn’t want to help me. 
 
After she came,  
I started to be engineer. 
 
I had a plan to run away, 
but I didn’t have any ID cards. 
 
[If] you don’t have any work, 
you don’t have any ID card. 
 
So I went to this katiba [military unit]. 
I took my ID card.   
 
[A smuggler] used his contact with our 
main courier 
with Jaysh al Hur [Free Syrian Army]. 
 
So I told him, ‘You check the way.  
If I get my wife out, I will take the same 
way.’ 
 
He said, ‘No problem.’ 
 
TEXT: ISIS authorities learned  
of Abu Bakr al Kurdi’s plan 
to escape and started  
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searching for him. 
 
I was on the streets with my wife. 
 
We was planning to sleep in the masjid 
[mosque] 
because we didn’t have any place to 
sleep. 
 
We can’t go back to Mayadin.   
 
Because now he’s snitching on us, 
and, khalas [that’s it], we cannot go 
back to our house.   
 
TEXT: Abu Bakr al Kurdi and his wife 
were able to swim across a river away 
from ISIS territory.  
At a nearby checkpoint, they 
surrendered to the Syrian Democratic 
Forces. 
 
They put me in prison, 
in this prison here. 
 
TEXT: Abu Bakr al Kurdi 
wants to go home to Denmark. 
 
I don’t like religions anymore. 
 
Fifty people die like this, 
and then you say it’s Qadr Allah [Allah’s 
Will]. 
 
[ISIS] use this word Qadr Allah  
to everything.   
 
If you don’t believe it’s Qadr Allah, 
they say, it’s kuffar [disbelievers]. 
 
Khalas [that’s it]. 

They’re gonna kill you. 
 
Small words. Your blood is halal 
[permitted]. 
 
Whatever you say about Islam, shariah,  
Khilafah [the Caliphate], and jihad, 
 
it’s not about speaking only. 
 
Just experience one time, you realize 
what you go into. 
It’s not that easy. 
 
Denmark is my country.  
There’s freedom there without all the 
time killing. 
 
You can say your opinion. 
 
You’re human, not like a sheep. 
 
[Muslims in Denmark] were screaming 
about oppression, oppression in 
Denmark. 
 
I could do whatever I want there.  
I didn’t feel this [oppression]. 
 
Where is this oppression 
they’re speaking about all the time? 
 
I want to go home, see my mother,  
kiss her feet and forehead. Ask for her 
forgiveness. 
 
I don’t care about myself anymore.  
I just care about my family. 
 
I know I can work, study,  
and look for a future. 
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Who Wants to go as Shaheed for the 
Islamic State Caliphate 

 
 
 
Speaker – Abu Bakr al Kurdi 
 
Nationality – Danish  
 
Age – 26-years-old 
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Main Message – ISIS’s only goal is for its 
leaders to obtain power and to do so 
they are more than willing to cause 
death and destruction. They will name 
anyone they want to kill an apostate, 
regardless of the victims’ beliefs. 
Moreover, they do not care at all about 
their own people, sending them to 
battles with little chance of getting out 
alive. They use violence to enforce their 
own arbitrary rules, all under the guise 
of Islam. 
 
Narrative – Shaheed for the Islamic 
State Caliphate features 26-year-old 
Dane Abu Bakr al Kurdi, who was 
interviewed by Anne Speckhard in 
August of 2018. The video clip was video 
edited and produced by our ICSVE team. 
 
Abu Bakr al Kurdi is confused. When he 
first came to ISIS, he was excited. He 
recalls, “Everybody was ready to be a 
shahid [martyr].” Though Abu Bakr did 
not volunteer to become a suicide 
bomber, he was ready to fight until 
death for the Islamic State. He 
remembers his first battle, when “all the 
bullets just went towards us, like a rain 
of bullets.” He charged forward without 
fear: “You go inside, infiltrate. Oh, I feel 
excited. I thought I will die. I think I was 
ready to die.” 
 
Despite being ready to die that day on 
the Syrian battlefield, Abu Bakr was one 
of the few fighters in his team who was 
not killed. When he returned from 
battle, injured but alive, Abu Bakr began 
to question ISIS’s motivations. In Islam, 
he says, one must “prefer victory before 
death.” In ISIS’s battles, he argues, 

“everybody [is] dying. There’s no chance 
[of living], though. Something is wrong.” 
The fact that so many fighters were 
killed represented proof to Abu Bakr 
that “they just send people like sheeps. 
They don’t care about the people who 
was fighting.” 
 
Abu Bakr tried to question why ISIS was 
sending so many men to certain death, 
but was told, “‘Qadr Allah! The destiny 
of Allah!’ That’s Allah how he wish it.” 
Quickly, Abu Bakr learned that he could 
not express his disappointment with 
ISIS’s methods: “They will kill me [for 
disagreeing]. You go outside. There’s 
chances you [say] something. You 
maybe will be [cut] on your neck.” He 
describes in detail, “If your opinion 
against them, on your neck. [If] you say 
something [like] ‘I don’t like to be part 
of the Caliphate or shariah,’ then it’s on 
your neck. If you say something [like] 
‘There’s no organize,’ maybe you get 
some lashes.” 
 
What confused Abu Bakr the most 
about ISIS was its use of Islam to justify 
its heinous deeds. Abu Bakr did not 
have extensive knowledge of Islam or 
the Quran before joining ISIS, so he 
says, “I don’t know if you can say, ‘ISIS is 
Islam.’ I’m confused if I should be angry 
at ISIS [or] I should be angry at Islam. I 
don’t know. I think it’s Islam I should be 
angry at, because all the stuff with 
having the ISIS is connected to Islam. So 
why should I blame ISIS?” 
 
Unfortunately, Abu Bakr received his 
education on Islam from ISIS, who 
wrongly taught him that Islam promotes 
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violence, suicide bombing, and calling 
other Muslim people apostates in order 
to kill him. In fact, most Muslims and 
most Islamic scholars reject ISIS’s 
interpretation of the Quran and hadiths 
(i.e. the recorded observations of the 
Prophet’s statements and actions). 
 
Perhaps one day Abu Bakr will learn the 
true Islam, a religion of peace, but for 
now, he says, “I don’t want to be a 
Muslim, so I stopped to pray. I was 
disappointed in myself and then second 
thing, [Islam].” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
Shahadah, or martyrdom, is the 
ultimate goal of every Muslim as it is the 
result of offering one’s life to support 
justice and fight injustices and tyranny. 
For that reason, the ideal of shahadah is 
utilized by extremists like ISIS and al-
Shabaab to recruit simple Muslims who 
fear Allah, fear hell and seek for 
Paradise. What those Muslims don’t 
understand is that ISIS leaders and 
recruiters are just like merchants selling 
defective wares, but their stock is 
religion. Allah will not forgive the 
followers if they commit great sins, such 
as murder, rape and other things as ISIS 
is committing and misleading their 
followers to also do. Allah says, “And 
they shall say: 'Our Lord, we obeyed our 
masters and our eminent ones, but they 
misled us from the way. Our Lord, let 
their punishment be doubled; and curse 
them with a mighty curse” (Surah al-
Ahzab, Ayah 67-68). Adi bin Hatim, a 
companion of the Prophet, peace be 
upon him, who was a Christian in his 
first days with the Prophet said, “I came 
to the Prophet, peace be upon him, 
while I had a cross of gold around my 
neck. He said: 'O 'Adi! Remove this idol 
from yourself!' And I heard him reciting 
from Surah Bara'ah: They took their 
rabbis and monks as lords besides Allah 
(9:31). He said: 'As for them, they did 
not worship them, but when they made 
something lawful for them, they 
considered it lawful, and when they 
made something unlawful for them, 
they considered it unlawful” (Sunan 
Tirmithi, book 47, hadith 3378). In this 
regard, the Prophet was pointing out 
that only Allah deems what is lawful and 
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unlawful and also warning followers not 
to follow bad or corrupt leaders who 
falsely give an excuse to do harm, as ISIS 
has done, and as you will be judged for 
that. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you believe Abu Bakr al 
Kurdi’s depiction of his life in 
ISIS? 

• Why do you think Abu Bakr was 
willing to die for a religion he 
knew so little about? 

• How do terrorist groups that 
convince people to die for them 
do so? 

• Do you think ISIS specifically 
recruits people like Abu Bakr 
who know very little about 
Islam? Why? 

• Why do you think Abu Bakr did 
not elect to be a suicide bomber 
when given the chance? 

• Do you think it was indeed the 
will of Allah for people to be sent 
like sheep to slaughter into 
battles where they were killed in 
large numbers? 

• Why do you think ISIS is so 
intolerant of people disagreeing 
with their doctrine? 

• Do you think it was correct for 
ISIS to lash someone for 
criticizing the group’s 
organization? 

• Do you think Abu Bakr should be 
angry at Islam or ISIS, or both? 

• What would you recommend 
Abu Bakr do in order to learn 
about the true Islam and unlearn 
what ISIS taught him? 
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Transcript of Shaheed for the Islamic 
State Caliphate 
 
Everybody was ready 
to be a shahid [martyr]. 
 
I heard they come and they ask, 
‘Who want to make a suicide bomb with 
a car?’ 
 
I know actually a friend. 
He just agreed.    
 
ABU BAKR  
AL KURDI 
26-year-old Dane 
Former ISIS Soldier 
 
[He] just raised his hand up  
when they spoke, ‘Want to go?’ 
 
And he realized actually there was a 
suicide car, 
but three times it didn’t work. 
 
So after three times it didn’t work,  
he just thought that it’s not his destiny. 
 
So he just went to [be] a normal fighter. 
 
They don’t trust anybody  
before you fight.   
 
So you have to win your trust. 
 
All the bullets just went towards us, 
like a rain of bullets. 
 
You go inside, infiltrate.  
Oh, I feel excited. 
 
I thought I will die.  
I think I was ready to die. 

Actually, the whole team got killed that 
day.  
Just our infiltrate group didn’t die. 
 
It’s just proof that they just send people 
like sheeps.  
They don’t care about the people who 
was fighting. 
 
Actually, I was asking, ‘How can it be 
possible 
that everybody die like this?’ It’s like 
sheeps. 
 
They say just, ‘Qadr Allah! The destiny 
of Allah!’  
That’s Allah how he wish it. 
 
It make me confused,  
because [if] everybody come with a 
good intention,   
 
he have to prefer victory before death, 
actually in Islam. 
 
This kind of fight,  
everybody [is] dying. 
 
There’s no chance [of living], though. 
Something is wrong. 
 
I got injured. 
I got a bullet through my legs. 
 
I thought the bullet didn’t hit me. 
 
I thought the bullet just hit a little bit off 
my skin  
and just go away. 
 
But I couldn’t move my legs. 
 
So, the other guys who was with me,  
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they were start searching that.   
 
Actually, the bullet went 
this leg to the other leg. 
 
TEXT: Abu Bakr al Kurdi didn’t agree 
with ISIS sending the foreign fighters to 
die. 
 
But I could not express this from my 
mouth to people. 
Then, [ISIS claimed] ‘You’re not a 
Muslim.’ 
 
They will kill me [for disagreeing]. 
 
You go outside. There’s chances you 
[say] something. 
You maybe will be [cut] on your neck. 
 
Depends on your kind of opinion you 
have. 
 
If your opinion against them, 
on your neck. 
 
[If] you say something [like]  
‘I don’t like to be part of the Caliphate 
or shariah,’ 
 
then it’s on your neck. 
 
If you say something [like] ‘There’s no 
organize,’ 

maybe you get some lashes. 
 
ISIS use Islam. 
I don’t know if you can say, ‘ISIS is 
Islam.’ 
 
TEXT: ISIS wrongly taught Abu Bakr al 
Kurdi that Islam promotes violent jihad, 
suicide terrorism, naming other Muslims 
as apostates, etc. 
 
TEXT: In fact, most Muslims reject 
ISIS’s interpretation of the Quran and  
hadiths (recorded observations of the 
Prophet’s statements and actions). 
 
I’m confused if I should be angry at ISIS 
[or] I should be angry at Islam. I don’t 
know. 
 
I think it’s Islam I should be angry at, 
 
because all the stuff with having the ISIS 
is connected to Islam. 
 
So why should I blame ISIS?  
I regret I came into Islam. 
 
I don’t want to be a Muslim 
so I stopped to pray. 
 
I was disappointed in myself   
 
and then second thing, [Islam]. 
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In Search of a Just Islamic Caliphate 
 
 
Speaker – Munir Hassan Al Kharbashi 
 
Nationality – Dutch  
 
Age – 39-years-old 
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Main Message – ISIS lured foreign 
fighters from all over the world with the 
promise of pure Islamic living and 
fighting against injustice in their so-
called Caliphate. These people left their 
families in search of a better life, but 
what they found was a corrupt and 
brutal regime with no tolerance for 
those who spoke out against them.  
 
Narrative – In Search of a Just Islamic 
Caliphate features 39-year-old Dutch 
Munir Hassan Al Kharbashi, who was 
interviewed by Anne Speckhard in May 
of 2019. The video clip was video edited 
and produced by our ICSVE team.  
 
Munir Hassan Al Kharbashi had a 
difficult life in Holland: “I had not good 
friends, and I went astray. So, I started 
living the criminal life in my youth. 
Smoking and drinking.” He hoped that 
he would find redemption by turning to 
religion, but learned that “in Holland, 
[there] was a lot of racism against 
Islam.” He had heard that it was an 
obligation for Muslims to live in lands 
governed by Shariah, an ideology called 
hijra. When he heard about ISIS’s 
Caliphate, he thought that it would be 
just like the Caliphate of old about 
which he had read. As Munir recalls, “I 
lived my life with my mother alone, and 
it was difficult to leave her alone. But, in 
the end, I made that choice, and I 
went.” 
 
Immediately upon his arrival in ISIS 
territory, Munir’s phone, laptop, and 
passport were confiscated, and he was 
sent to shariah and weapons training. At 
first, he admits, “I never had the chance 
in Holland to even see an automatic 

weapon. It was exciting.” As time 
progressed, however, “[I] heard a lot of 
stories. A lot of people were get killed. 
So, to be honest, I was getting afraid. 
Getting out, it was impossible.” He was 
told he would be sent to Iraq, so he fled 
to Raqqa. As Munir recounts, “Then 
started my problems because they 
called it deserting. After a week, the 
police took me to prison.” After being 
released from prison but still refusing to 
fight, Munir became homeless, 
“sleeping in the mosque.” 
 
Later, Munir found an ISIS commander 
who helped him avoid the battlefield by 
giving him a job in the headquarters. 
Munir explains, “What I found in those 
years is that they preach what they 
don’t do. You have even people walking 
the street, punishing people for smoking 
cigarettes. He smoked them in the 
nighttime. They’re liars and they’re 
corrupt.” Munir stayed until ISIS’s last 
stand in Baghouz, seeing no way to 
escape, but his life became even more 
difficult: “They leave us behind to die 
under the bombing. When we want to 
get out, they wanted to kill us. I stayed a 
lot home. I get sick. I get hepatitis.”  
 
Finally, Munir was able to surrender to 
the Syrian Democratic Forces. Reflecting 
on the decisions he made, Munir is full 
of regret: “I destroyed the [most] 
beautiful years of my life. The most 
thing I feel sorry of is that I leave my 
mother behind. I saw only bloodshed 
and hardness and things, and that is 
never how our religion is.” He says, “I 
don’t blame no one. I blame myself. 
What I advise is what I advise myself: 
study.” To others who may consider 
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joining ISIS, he warns, “When you just 
started with your religion and you start 
with takfir [condemning as un-Islamic], 
this where the most people making 
mistakes. Then you get a religion that 
only is based on killing and spilling 
blood. Just don’t follow people blind.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video: 
 
The Islamic Caliphate is a political 
system, which the Muslims tested in the 
past and proved that it was the best 
system at that time. It produced good 
values, such as consultancy and mutual 
work to achieve justice. The ultimate 
goal is justice, and this value has been 
the vacuum which attracted many 
Muslims around the world to come and 
join ISIS with the dream of living in a 
state which is similar to what the 
Prophet, peace be upon him, 
established in Medina. 
Reality of ISIS was different though. It 
contained various types of atrocities 
and it was a great example of the 
authoritarian regime. Injustices were 
present in many examples, all over the 
place. Muslims with good intentions 
who joined ISIS were deceived and most 
of them were tortured, imprisoned or 
killed. Injustice is haram, Prophet 
Muhammed, peace be upon him, 
narrated Allah as saying, “O My slaves, I 
have made oppression unlawful for 
myself and I have made it unlawful 
among you, so do not oppress one 
another” (Sahih Muslim, book 16, 
hadith 1537).  
 
There is another important hadith which 
tells us that bad people, like ISIS 
members, will be judged in the afterlife 
in a very weird way, as Prophet 
Muhammed, peace be upon him, said, 
“Do you know who is the bankrupt?" 
They said: "The bankrupt among us is 
one who has neither money with him 
nor any property". He said, "The real 
bankrupt of my Ummah would be he 
who would come on the Day of 
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Resurrection with Salat (prayer), fasting 
and charity, (but he will find himself 
bankrupt on that day as he will have 
exhausted the good deeds) because he 
reviled others, brought calumny against 
others, unlawfully devoured the wealth 
of others, shed the blood of others and 
beat others; so his good deeds would be 
credited to the account of those (who 
suffered at his hand). If his good deeds 
fall short to clear the account, their sins 
would be entered in his account and he 
would be thrown in the (Hell) Fire” 
(Riyadh al-salihin, 218). So, a Muslim 
has to be careful so as not to lose his 
good deeds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you think that Munir is telling 
the truth about his time in ISIS? 

• Do you think it was good for 
Munir to follow his Islamic duty 
but abandon his mother? 

• Do you think there is an Islamic 
duty of hirjah, to migrate to 
Islamic lands? 

• How do you think Munir’s 
criminal history influenced his 
decision to join ISIS? 

• How do you think the racism 
that Munir experienced 
influenced his decision to join 
ISIS? 

• Was it just for ISIS to arrest and 
imprison Munir for not fighting? 

• Is it Islamic for ISIS to smoke 
cigarettes and then punish 
others for doing the same thing? 

• Would a pure Islamic Caliphate 
engage in such blatant 
corruption? 

• What do you think about ISIS 
leaving their people behind in 
Baghouz to die in bombings? 

• Do you believe Munir when he 
says that he only blames 
himself? 
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Transcript of In Search of a Just Islamic 
Caliphate 
 
I had not good friends, 
 
and I went astray. 
 
So I start living  
the criminal life in my youth. 
 
Smoking and drinking. 
 
Until my 23. Then I stopped with 
everything,  
and then I start focusing on my religion. 
 
So, in Holland, 
[there] was a lot of racism against Islam. 
 
I learned before that when a caliphate 
come, 
it's a must for a Muslim to go live in the 
caliphate, 
 
because they rule  
with the law of Allah. 
 
I thought that it will be a caliphate 
like we read in the old books, 
 
the old days,  
like it was a [just] caliphate. 
 
MUNIR  
HASSAN  
AL KHARBASHI 
39-year-old Dutch 
ISIS Fighter 
 
I lived my life with my mother alone,  
and it was a difficult to leave her alone. 
 
But, in the end,  

I made that choice and I went. 
 
TEXT: Munir flew to Istanbul 
and then worked with a recruiter 
to be smuggled into Syria. 
 
In the beginning, 
I thought I'm going to observe it. 
 
But when I came, I heard, 
‘You're gonna go straightly to the 
mu’askar [training camp].’ 
 
They take your passport,  
your telephone, laptops. 
 
Passport, they don't give it back. 
 
After two weeks of sharii [Islamic 
training], we’ve been sended to the 
mu’askar [camp] for weapon training. 
 
I never had the chance in Holland  
to even see an automatic weapon.   
 
It was exciting. 
 
[I] heard a lot of stories.  
A lot of people were get killed. 
 
So, to be honest, 
I was getting afraid. 
 
Getting out, 
it was impossible. 
 
I didn’t want [to go] to a katiba [military 
unit], 
but I went to another training course.   
 
It was a sniper course. 
 
So you have more time to think, 
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and to avoid to  
send to the battlefield. 
 
They wanted to send me to Iraq. 
 
There was kind of a safe house. 
 
The ones who come back  
from Iraq to Syria, 
 
they told me from where they coming  
that a lot of people died, killed. 
 
So, the next morning I stepped up  
and I took the car back to Raqqa. 
 
Then started my problems, 
because they called it deserting. 
 
After a week, 
the police took me to prison. 
 
He gave me that I must do for 
punishment:  
[shariah training] and [military training] 
again. 
 
TEXT: ISIS kept pushing Munir  
to join a ISIS military unit, 
but he refused. 
 
Taking my stuff, 
I went off. 
 
So, now I have no katiba,  
no nothing, 
 
but I am now in al Bab, 
walking around, sleeping in the mosque. 
 
[During] this period, I married. 
 
I tried one time to escape [ISIS]. 

They put me 21 days in prison. 
 
I told [an ISIS commander] about my 
fear,  
that I cannot go to the battlefield. 
 
He say, ‘Come to me to my katiba and I 
will give you  
some nice job and they will leave you 
alone.’ 
 
He gave me a job to watch  
in the maqar [headquarters] for his 
stuff. 
 
What I found in those years is  
that they preach what they don't do. 
 
You have even people walking the 
street, 
punishing people for smoking cigarettes. 
 
He smoked them 
in the nighttime. 
 
They're liars and they're corrupt. 
 
You would not believe 
that it’s true. 
 
You would think it's a piece of  
the movie Saw or [another] horror 
movie. 
 
I want to get out,  
but I stayed in the end [seeing no 
escape]. 
 
They leave us behind  
to die under the bombing. 
 
When we want to get out, 
they wanted to kill us. 
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I stayed a lot home. 
I get sick. I get hepatitis. 
 
TEXT: Munir was finally able 
to escape ISIS control. 
 
I came out. 
 
SDF took me up,  
hands up, make picture of me, 
 
take some names and things, 
checked me.   
 
I destroyed the [most] beautiful  
years of my life. 
 
The most thing I feel sorry of is 
that I leave my mother behind. 
 
I saw only bloodshed and hardness and 
things, 
and that is never how our religion is. 
 
The outside [of ISIS] is very beautiful, 
covered, 
Islam and things, but we have been 
[deceived]. 
 
But I don't blame no one. 
I blame myself. 
 
What I advise is what I advise myself: 
study. 
 
 
 

If someone claimed that he is a Muslim, 
he should study the religion very good, 
not follow the so-called sheikh  
who speak with his emotions. 
 
When you just started with your religion 
and you start with takfir [condemning as 
un-Islamic], 
 
This where the most people 
making mistakes. 
 
Then you get a religion that only is  
based on killing and spilling blood. 
 
Just don't follow people blind. 
 
I can say with a clear heart:  
I didn't hurt no one. Not civilian. Not the 
militants. 
 
But, I feel sorry for the people that I 
hurt, 
like my mother. 
 
I left her alone, 
 
and my children 
and my good friends. 
 
I made a big mistake, 
and I feel sorry for it. 
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Practicing Islam in the Islamic State 
Caliphate 

 
Speaker – Munir Hassan Al Kharbashi 
 
Nationality – Dutch  
 
Age – 39-years-old 
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Main Message – ISIS lured foreign 
fighters from all over the world to leave 
their troubled home lives and join their 
so-called Caliphate. When these people 
arrived in Syria, however, they did not 
find an idealistic utopia. Rather, they 
found a brutal and tyrannical regime 
that punished all those who spoke out 
against them. 
 
Narrative – Practicing Islam in the 
Islamic State Caliphate features 39-year-
old Dutch Munir Hassan Al Kharbashi, 
who was interviewed by Anne 
Speckhard in May of 2019. The video 
clip was video edited and produced by 
our ICSVE team.  
 
At home in The Netherlands, Munir 
Hassan Al Kharbashi felt that his life was 
going nowhere fast. He recalls, “I had 
not good friends, and I went astray. So I 
started living the criminal life in my 
youth. Smoking and drinking. Cars. Joy 
riding. Making money to smoke and 
enjoy.” He hoped he had found 
redemption when, at 23, he “started 
focusing on my religion. I started 
praying, going to mosque.” Still, he felt 
that his emotional life was lacking. He 
was married and divorced three times 
over the next few years, with each wife 
getting pregnant and having at least one 
child during the marriage.  
 
Munir was despondent and decided 
that his best option was to go to Syria 
and join ISIS, where he believed that he 
could live a pure Islamic life. He went to 
Shariah and weapons training and was 
then sent to battle. He remembers, “A 
lot of people were get killed. So to be 
honest, I was getting afraid.” He did not 

want to fight, but that meant living in 
constant fear of the military police. He 
explains, “If you don’t want to fight, 
they say to you, ‘You are against [ISIS], 
because you are doing takfir [labeling as 
un-Islamic] on [ISIS]. That’s enough for 
them to kill you.” 
 
Munir was horrified that ISIS declared 
that people could be executed for 
refusing to fight, and he was similarly 
disgusted that ISIS said that those who 
live “in countries which is not ruled by 
the shariah, they are kuffar [infidels], 
even if they’re praying and they’re 
Muslims.” One of Munir’s friends, 
whom Munir remembers as a loving 
father and citizen of Raqqa, was killed 
for telling ISIS that he did not want to 
work with them. Even still, says Munir, 
“Sometimes when I cannot sleep, I think 
about him.”  
 
Other injustices also disappointed 
Munir: “There were poor people who 
didn’t have nothing. That’s not how 
Islam is. Even a non-believer who lives 
in the areas of the Muslim, you give him 
to eat. Even a dog. That was how the 
Prophet was.” ISIS refused to feed 
anyone who was not officially a member 
of ISIS. Munir recounts his life during 
ISIS’s last days in Baghouz: “It was a 
nightmare. If you run away without 
permission and they take you, they kill 
you. The border is very far away.” Munir 
did not trust the smugglers, knowing 
that they were likely to sell him to ISIS, 
but he knew he had to escape. His son 
was starving to death, and “every day I 
need to dig another hole. I wanted 
ballistic protection. I thought that I 
would not survive it.” Luckily, Munir and 
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his family were able to get out of ISIS 
unharmed, at least physically. They 
were treated fairly by the Syrian 
Democratic Forces, and Munir says, “If I 
knew this before, I would [have] 
surrendered myself very early.” Looking 
back, he gives advice to those who 
might still be enticed by ISIS’s promises: 
“Don’t follow people blindly. It’s maybe 
300, 400 pages. If you read the 
biography of the Prophet, you will see 
that ISIS was never on the methodology 
of the Prophet.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video: 
 
Many Muslims are deceived by 
preachers of ISIS and groups alike, as 
they push the sensitive string of 
practicing Islam as a whole in what they 
call ‘The Islamic State’. The appearance 
and content of ISIS are in pure 
contradiction. They call for justice, but 
they do all types of injustices and 
atrocities. They call for respecting 
Muslims, and they are the ones who 
insult and degrade them as well as give 
them a terrible international reputation. 
They allege that their state is safe and 
peaceful, but Muslims who believed 
them and migrated there were often 
either killed or imprisoned. This is pure 
treachery and deception, and Allah says, 
“Allah does not love the treacherous” 
(Surah al-anfal, Ayah 58).  
 
Likewise stealing from others is haram. 
Prophet Muhammed, peace be upon 
him, said, “If anyone seized - by his oath 
- what rightly belongs to a Muslim, Allah 
has made the Hell-fire compulsory for 
him and forbidden for him the 
Paradise." A man asked, "O Allah's 
Messenger, even if it were something 
insignificant?" He replied, "Even if it 
were a stick from an Arak tree (a 
toothbrush taken from a tree)” (Sahih 
Muslim, book 14, hadith 29).  
 
Othman bin Affan, the third Caliph, may 
Allah be pleased with him, when people 
wanted to kill him, he said, “I swear to 
you by Allah! You know that the 
Messenger of Allah (s.a.w) said: 'The 
blood of a Muslim man is not lawful, 
except for one of three (cases): 
Illegitimate sexual relations after Ihsan 
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(having been married), or apostasy after 
Islam, or taking a life without right, for 
which he is killed.' By Allah! I have never 
committed illegitimate sexual relations, 
not during Jahiliyyah nor during Islam, 
and I have not committed apostasy 
since I gave my pledge to the Messenger 
of Allah (s.a.w), and I have not taken a 
life that Allah had made unlawful. So, 
for what do you want to kill me? 
(Tirmithi, book 33, hadith 1). So. Any 
Muslim should refrain from killing or 
helping to kill an innocent individual, as 
Prophet Muhammed, peace be upon 
him, said, “A believer will continue to 
find ample scope in his religion as long 
as he does not kill anyone unlawfully” 
(Mishkat al-Masabih, book 16, hadith 2).  
Keep in mind, as mentioned elsewhere 
in these study guides, that apostacy is 
not simply losing one’s faith but actually 
turning against Islam to the point of 
leaving the ummah to join the enemies 
in fighting with arms against it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you think that Munir is telling 
the truth about his time in ISIS? 

• How do you think Munir’s 
criminal past influenced his 
decision to join ISIS? 

• How do you think Munir’s 
history of failed romantic 
relationships influenced his 
decision to join ISIS? 

• What do you think it was like for 
Munir to experience war for the 
first time? 

• Is it Islamic for ISIS to kill anyone 
who does not want to fight for 
them? 

• Do you agree with ISIS that even 
those who pray but do not 
follow ISIS are kuffar? 

• How do you think Munir felt 
watching his son starve nearly to 
death? 

• What advice would you have 
given Munir if you had met him 
in The Netherlands before he 
joined ISIS? 
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Transcript of Practicing Islam in the 
Islamic State Caliphate 
 
I had not good friends, 
and I went astray. 
 
So I start living the criminal life in my 
youth. 
 
Smoking and drinking. 
 
Cars. Joy riding. 
Making money to smoke and enjoy. 
 
Until my 23. Then I stopped with 
everything,  
and then I start focusing on my religion. 
 
I started praying, 
going to mosque. 
 
[At age] 23, that's when  
I married the first time. 
 
I felt more responsible, 
so I stopped with alcohol. 
 
I wanted to get a job 
and to have a family. 
 
I had one child,  
and when I divorced, she was pregnant. 
 
I met another woman,  
and I married her. 
 
Before three years,  
it was again divorce. 
 
I had one child with her. 
 
2010, I married again.  
With that wife, I have two daughters. 

 
After a few years, 
she asked me to divorce. 
 
TEXT: Repeating the failed marriage of 
his parents, 
Munir finally gave up and flew to 
Istanbul  
and crossed into Syria to join ISIS. 
 
After two weeks 
of [shariah training], 
 
we’ve been sent to  
the mu’askar [camp] for weapon 
training. 
 
That was the first place where they 
come to take people  
to Iraq for so-called car bombs. 
 
A lot of people were get killed. 
So to be honest, I was getting afraid. 
 
The [military] police, they coming and 
searching 
for people who don’t have a card. 
 
If you don’t have it, 
they take you with them to the police. 
 
So, you live always in fear. 
 
Munir Hassan Al Kharbashi 
39-year-old Dutch 
ISIS Fighter 
 
Immediately, if you don't want to fight, 
they say to you, 
 
‘You are against [ISIS], because you are 
doing 
takfir [labeling as un-Islamic] on [ISIS].’ 
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That’s enough for them to kill you. 
 
They say who lives in countries which  
is not ruled by the shariah, they are 
kuffar [infidels], 
 
even if they’re praying 
and they’re Muslims. 
 
[My friend] is killed, 
because he told that what [ISIS] is doing 
is wrong. 
 
He was telling them, ‘I don't want to 
work with you guys, because you are 
wrongdoers.’ 
 
He told them in the face. 
 
This [is] why they killed him. 
 
What stays the most in my heart: 
I know how much he loved his son. 
 
He was a good person  
with all people. 
 
Every people in the neighborhood in 
Raqqa  
used to love him. 
 
He regret that he came to [ISIS]. 
 
Still today, sometimes when I cannot 
sleep, 
I think about him. 
 
Also, there were a lot of politics inside. 
Friends helping friends. 
 
There was no justice. 
 

There were poor people who didn't 
have nothing. 
That’s not how Islam is. 
 
Even a non-believer who lives in the 
areas  
of the Muslim, you give him to eat. 
 
Even a dog. 
That was how the Prophet was. 
 
How a family come with children, 
you don't give him to eat? 
 
[They say,] 
‘Oh, you are not [ISIS]!’ 
 
[ISIS] also was putting cars with 
weapons 
in the middle of people [in Baghouz]. 
 
They are trying to kill us. 
 
TEXT: Munir and his family desperately  
wanted to escape ISIS territory. 
 
There was panic. 
Everyone was going, going, going. 
 
You couldn't find someone 
who will give you shelter. 
 
It was everyday running from house, 
from another bunker 
to another bunker, from another house 
to another house. 
 
It was a nightmare. 
 
If you run away without permission and 
they take you, 
they kill you.   
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The border is very far away. 
 
I didn't have money, and even if I had 
money, 
I would not trust a smuggler, 
 
because the most of smugglers, 
they were working with the emni [secret 
police]. 
 
[The smugglers] will sell you [to ISIS] 
and take your money. 
 
[ISIS] had cars with food. 
 
Everyone was looking, 
was hunting for these cars. 
 
In the nighttime, we tried to steal 
something to eat.  
It was surviving.  
 
My son, you could see his ass. 
He didn't had it anymore. Only skin.  
 
Even in the daytime, when you go to 
buy something, 
it was risking 90 percent your life. 
 
Snipers. Fire. Howitzer. Mortars. 
 
Airstrikes. 
Everywhere death. Blood. 
 
I was very tired, 
because everyday I need to dig another 
hole. 
 
I wanted ballistic protection. 
 

I thought that I would not survive it. 
 
But, I came out with not even a scratch  
and my family also. 
 
SDF took me up,  
hands up, make picture of me, 
 
take some names and things, 
checked me. They give us food. 
 
They were a little bit angry, but 
 
they didn't beat us or do anything. 
It's normal that they are angry. 
 
TEXT: Munir was transferred between 
prisons  
run by the Syrian Democratic Forces. 
 
It was nice — television, news, 
good food and [they] gave us cigarettes. 
 
The guards of SDF were  
very nice to us in Tel Kujar. 
 
If I knew this before, 
I would [have] surrendered myself very 
early. 
 
Don't follow people blindly. 
 
It's maybe 300, 400 pages. 
 
If you read the biography of the 
Prophet, 
you will see that 
 
ISIS was never on the methodology  
of the Prophet. 
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Seeking Safety in the Islamic State 
Caliphate 

 
 
Speaker – Umm Mohamed 
 
Nationality – Dutch 
 
Age – 32-years-old 
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Main Message – Facing Islamophobia is 
difficult and makes what one hears on 
the news about Muslims questionable.  
When ISIS rose to power so quickly 
overtaking two thirds of Syria and one 
third of Iraq and Abu Bakr al Baghdadi’s 
speech calling all Muslims to the 
Caliphate was broadcast even on 
mainline news some Muslims were 
deceived and went to their demise 
heeding the call. 
 
Narrative – Seeking Safety in the Islamic 
State Caliphate features 32-year-old 
Dutch woman Umm Mohamed, who 
was interviewed by Anne Speckhard in 
October of 2018. The video clip was 
video edited and produced by our ICSVE 
team. 
 
When Umm Mohamed, her husband, 
and their three children travelled from 
their home in Holland to join ISIS, they 
“really believed in this perfect Islamic 
State,” but, “the longer you stay, the 
more you know about how life is there 
and how these people are.” They were 
motivated to join ISIS because they 
believed that they would be able to 
practice Islam free from harassment. As 
Umm Mohamed remembers, “[In 
Holland,] I had people put the stickers in 
front of my door, say ‘No jihad in our 
street.’” She didn’t understand why she 
was targeted when she hadn’t hurt 
anyone. After the attacks of September 
11th, she says, “all of a sudden, I had to 
explain myself for something Osama Bin 
Laden did.” 
 
Looking back, Umm Mohamed 
acknowledges thinking that “the most 
important thing about Islam is your 

clothes.” In Holland she felt, “You have 
to show the Islamic image, that ‘I can 
wear a niqab.’” Even now, she admits, “I 
will not say that you can be outwardly 
100 percent Muslim in any country, like 
Holland,” but she has learned that 
projecting a certain image is far from 
the most important aspect of Islam. She 
reflects, “When you have lived in war, 
you know that there are other things in 
Islam that are much more important.” 
In Holland, “you can have a safe life. You 
can talk freely. Which you couldn’t in 
the Islamic State. You cannot disagree 
with the ideology.” She remembers that 
“in Andalusia and in other states, the 
Muslims used to come together and 
have discussions with other religions.” 
In ISIS, however, “even the imam, when 
he makes his speech, it’s a paper that he 
gets from the [Islamic] State.” 
 
It was not just the repression of speech 
that Umm Mohamed found un-Islamic 
about ISIS. She condemns the attacks in 
Europe: “Everybody in ISIS knows that 
when the Coalition bombs come, the 
target is not civilians. It’s ISIS targets, 
and there is collateral damage. But [ISIS] 
attacks are attacks that are aimed at 
civilians who have done nothing and are 
innocents.” Of ISIS’s suicide attacks, she 
says, “No, no no, it’s not Islamic at all. 
I’m against all kind of violence and 
bombings. I don’t believe that fighting 
war with war is the solution for [ending] 
misery in the world.” Living in Mosul, 
she experienced first-hand the effects of 
bombings: “The whole street was 
destroyed. Everything turned into grey. I 
don’t want this for my own children. I 
don’t want this for children in Paris, not 
in America, not in Holland.” 
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Umm Mohamed wants to return home 
and believes that “in Holland I can freely 
practice my religion.” To others who 
may feel frustrated at home as she did, 
she says, “I understand that there is 
anger, but answering this with violence 
is not the solution. I advise them not to 
listen to what is said on the Internet. 
ISIS uses young people for their 
propaganda, to die for them.” She 
explains what she has learned from the 
horrors she experienced in ISIS: “People 
have thrown their lives away […] When 
you live in war and you’ve seen how bad 
it is, when people die and people lose 
their family, it doesn’t justify it.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
Alleging that you or your government 
implements shariah law does not make 
it so unless this same governance is also 
viewed and experienced as legitimate 
by the people who are living under it. 
Time after time, those living under ISIS 
told ICSVE researchers that ISIS 
oppressed the people. Ali bi Abi Talib, 
the Prophet’s (PBUH) cousin and son-in-
law, said: “Right is not recognized by 
men, know the right then you would 
know who its bearers are”. By this he 
meant that Allah has revealed his law 
and what he commanded is recorded in 
the Quran and Sunna of the Prophet 
(PBUH) for all to read and see.  It’s not 
men, but Allah who decrees right from 
wrong. 
 
The Prophet (PBUH) likewise told his 
followers: “"I have left two matters with 
you. As long as you hold to them, you 
will not go the wrong way. They are the 
Book of Allah and the Sunna of His 
Prophet.”   This means that when in 
doubt, we should compare what is going 
on in the here-and-now to what is in the 
Quran and Sunna to decide if what is 
occurring now is either right or wrong.  
 
While ISIS, and groups like them, often 
hark back to the practices of the 
Prophet (PBUH) and his companions and 
they, in outward form at least try to 
emulate them—such as requiring hijab 
for women, short pants and beards for 
men, they miss completely the main 
messages of the Prophet which were 
about love of Allah for his creation, 
correct guidance to mankind to be able 
to flourish, and the administration of 
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punishments that should only be meted 
out in a merciful manner to correct the 
wayward. ISIS, and groups like them, are 
by contrast, totalitarian in the way they 
govern, and their leaders are power-
hungry and abusive to the populations 
who fall under their rule. It is obvious 
that most ISIS practices are against 
Islam in general, otherwise people 
would never try to escape from them, as 
what Muslim would want to escape a 
true Islamic State governed with mercy 
and love? 
 
In Iraq, we watched innocent people in 
Mosul who were imprisoned in their 
own homes and left to death, parents 
too afraid to send their children to ISIS 
schools, and women fearing rape and 
forced into marriages with ISIS 
strangers. There, with no food, nor basic 
needs being met, and when anyone 
tries to escape, they would be under 
ISIS’s snipers’ bullets or caught and 
imprisoned, tortured and executed! Not 
even a fool could claim that this is Islam 
as the Prophet (PBUH) revealed it to 
mankind. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you believe Umm 
Mohamed’s depiction of her life 
in ISIS? 

• How do you think Umm 
Mohamed felt seeing the 
offensive stickers outside her 
house in Holland? 

• How do you think Umm 
Mohamed felt when she had to 
defend herself after September 
11th? 

• Do you think that projecting a 
certain image is the most 
important aspect of Islam? 

• Do you think that it is important 
to be able to have open 
discussions about religion?  

• Could the ISIS Caliphate as Umm 
Mohamed describes it be 
labeled a totalitarian state? 

• Do you agree with Umm 
Mohamed that it is un-Islamic to 
directly attack civilians and 
innocent children? 

• What do you think it was like for 
Umm Mohamed to live with her 
children in an area that was a 
target for bombings and not be 
able to leave? 

• Do you believe that Muslims can 
practice Islam freely in Europe? 

• Do you believe it’s important for 
religious people to be able to 
discuss with each other what 
they believe?  Did you know that 
was a part of Islam’s past?  Why 
do you think ISIS forbade such 
debate? 

• What do you think is a better 
way to address frustration and 
anger at Islamophobia than 
committing acts of violence? 
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Transcript of Seeking Safety in the 
Islamic State Caliphate 
 
[In Holland,] I had people put the 
stickers in front  
of my door, say ‘No jihad in our street.’ 
 
I never hurt anyone. I was good with 
everybody, with my neighbors. I was 
active in the school of my children. 
 
UMM MOHAMED 
32-year-old Dutch Woman 
ISIS Wife 
 
I know how it feels when people refuse 
you 
because of your religion. 
 
When the attacks of September 11th 
happened,  
I didn’t know anything about my 
religion. 
 
I didn’t know anything  
about Israel and Palestine.   
 
But, all of a sudden, I had to explain 
myself  
for something Osama Bin Laden did. 
 
TEXT: Umm Mohamed believed 
ISIS’s Caliphate would offer her  
a safe place to practice Islam free from 
harassment. 
 
TEXT: Umm Mohamed, her husband and 
her three kids drove from their home in 
the Netherlands to Turkey. 
 
TEXT: They then snuck  
across the border to join ISIS. 
 

And then we were like, 
‘Oh, there is injustice here?’ 
 
Because we really believed in 
this perfect Islamic State. 
 
The longer you stay, the more you know 
about 
how life is there and how these people 
are. 
 
So, I understand that there is anger, 
but answering this with violence is not 
the solution. 
 
I advise them not to listen  
to what is said on the Internet. 
 
ISIS uses young people for their 
propaganda, 
to die for them. 
 
People have thrown their lives away.    
 
I heard about Zaventem.     
 
I was very shocked  
about the Paris attacks. 
 
As a Muslim, I’m against suicide attacks. 
 
When you live in war and you’ve seen 
how bad it is, when 
people die and people lose their family, 
it doesn’t justify it. 
 
Everybody in ISIS know that  
when the Coalition bombs come, the 
target is not civilians. 
 
It’s ISIS targets,  
and there is collateral damage. 
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But [ISIS attacks] are attacks that are 
aimed at civilians  
who have done nothing and are 
innocents. 
 
No, no, no, 
it’s not Islamic at all.      
 
I’m against all kind of violence 
and bombings.   
 
I don’t believe that fighting war with 
war is the solution  
for [ending] misery in the world. 
 
I saw with my own eyes how  
Mosul University was bombed, and it’s 
horrible. 
 
It’s like you bomb something back to 
the Stone Age.  
The whole street was destroyed. 
Everything turned into grey. 
 
I don’t want this for my own children. 
 
I don’t want this for children in Paris, 
not in America, not in Holland. 
 
When you are in Holland, you think that  
the most important thing about Islam is 
your clothes. 

You have to show the Islamic image,  
that ‘I can wear a niqab.’ 
 
When you have lived in war, you know 
that there are  
other things in Islam that are much 
more important. 
 
I will not say that you can be outwardly  
100 percent Muslim in any country, like 
in Holland. 
 
But, you can have a safe life.  
You can talk freely. 
 
Which you couldn’t in the Islamic State.  
You cannot disagree with the ideology. 
 
In Andalusia and in other states, the 
Muslims used to  
come together and have discussions 
with other religions. 
 
Even the imam, when he makes his 
speech, 
it’s a paper that he gets from the 
[Islamic] State. 
 
I think in Holland I can  
freely practice my religion.   
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The Islamic State that the Prophet 
Announced 

 
 
 
Speaker – Umm Mohamed 
 
Nationality – Dutch 
 
Age – 32-years-old 
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Main Message – ISIS propaganda led 
Muslims living in the West to believe 
that they would only be able to truly 
practice their religion to the fullest 
extent if they moved to the Islamic 
State. When these westerners joined 
ISIS, however, they were forced to stay 
and fight in dangerous areas, putting 
their wives and children in harm’s way, 
while Iraqi ISIS leaders fled from places 
like Mosul to relative safety, for a time 
at least, in Syria. These deceived 
Westerners learned that ISIS wanted 
only to use them to fight in their battle 
for power, not to grant them freedom 
from oppression and opportunity to 
practice Islam in peace. 
 
Narrative – The Islamic State that the 
Prophet Announced features 32-year-
old Dutch woman Umm Mohamed, who 
was interviewed by Anne Speckhard in 
October of 2018. The video clip was 
video edited and produced by our ICSVE 
team. 
 
“We grow up with the impression that 
everything that the West says about 
Muslims is a lie,” explains Umm 
Mohamed, looking back on her decision 
to travel from the Netherlands to Syria 
with her husband and three young 
children. When she heard that a 
Caliphate had been announced, she 
says, “There was this strong media that 
said ISIS, like for people inside and 
people who have seen ISIS, that said, 
‘No, it’s a real Caliphate.’” She reflects, 
“At that time, yes, I was happy. I 
thought this is real Khilafah.” 
 
To Umm Mohamed, ISIS had proven its 
power by taking “over half of Iraq in 

three days or four days.” She was also 
swayed by ISIS’s promotion of hijrah: “I 
believed that for every Muslim it was an 
obligation to live in a state where they 
can practice their Islam the most.” Umm 
Mohamed and her husband felt that ISIS 
was “the state that the Prophet 
Muhammed (Peace Be Upon Him) 
announced would come,” so they got in 
their car and drove their three children 
to Turkey, where they left the car at the 
border, and crossed into Syria. 
 
It was only once they entered Syria that 
they learned that everything they had 
seen in ISIS’s propaganda was a lie. 
Their phones and passports were 
confiscated, and Umm Mohamed was 
taken to a women’s house while her 
husband was sent for ideological 
training. She describes the women’s 
house, saying, “Basically, it was a prison 
for women. They couldn’t get out and 
the stories… It was really bad. There 
were women who thought about 
suicide. I felt regret directly.” 
 
By that point, however, she was 
trapped. The family was sent to Mosul 
where her husband was forced to fight 
the Iraqi army, who were taking back 
control. Eventually, only foreign fighters 
and their families remained. 
Remembers Umm Mohamed, “[It] made 
me so angry because they asked the 
people to come because they have an 
Islamic state. [But] when the battle 
came, they fled. You could see Syria full 
of Iraqis while women and children 
were still left behind in Mosul.” Women 
and children were used as human 
shields in Mosul, while some ISIS leaders 
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traded women into prostitution in order 
to cross back into Syria. 
 
A rare moment of mercy came early one 
morning in September of 2016. Umm 
Mohamed and her family were sneaking 
out of Mosul when their truck was 
stopped. Luckily, the ISIS soldier took 
pity on them: “[The guard] also know 
that what was coming in Mosul was so 
bad. He saw that we have children and 
other women with us also had 
children.” So, despite a command to 
deny all exit from Mosul, “he just turned 
around his face, and he said, ‘Yallah, 
talakul. Just go.’ And we went.” 
 
Kindness began and ended with that 
guard, however. Once back in Syria, the 
family had no paperwork since they had 
not entered legally. “We cannot go to 
the doctor or anything, because 
officially, ‘You are not Islamic State 
[citizens],’” Umm Mohamed recalls. 
After spending three weeks in prison, 
Umm Mohamed’s husband decided to 
take the family out of Raqqa and into a 
town in the Syrian desert. She later 
escaped with her children by pretending 
to be a widow. Now detained by the 
Syrian Democratic Forces, she does not 
know where her husband is. 
 
Reflecting on her decision to travel to 
ISIS, Umm Mohamed admits, “I cannot 
blame anybody. I can only blame myself 
for believing [in ISIS].” She knows now 
that “the Islamic State are not only not 
good Muslims; they are not Muslims.” 
She asks, “How could I have believed 
this and how could I have fell for this 
propaganda?” To others who might 
follow her down the same path, she 

urges, “Don’t serve them. Don’t join 
them. Be critical. Use your mind.” 
 
Now, she is willing to return to the 
Netherlands, even if she must go to 
prison there, pleading, “I just want to go 
home and have my life back, my 
children most of all. I really believe if 
you choose the act, you choose the 
consequences. So I’m willing to face 
these consequences.”  
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Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
ISIS and groups like them are masterful 
at distorting Islam to make people 
believe they had a duty to travel to Syria 
and even now to engage in terrorist 
attacks in their home countries. 
Manipulating an Ayah or a Hadith to go 
along with your wrong understandings 
is regarded as a sin, for it is similar to 
alleging that the Prophet (PBUH) said 
something, which he has not. The 
Prophet (PBUH) said: “Whoever said a 
hadith knowing that it is falsified, then 
he would have a guaranteed seat in hell. 
Ignorance is heavily denounced in Islam. 
Prophet Muhammed, peace be upon 
him, said, “Near the establishment of 
the Hour there will be days during which 
religious ignorance will spread, 
knowledge will be taken away (vanish) 
and there will be much Harj, and Harj 
means killing” (Sahih al-Bukhari, book 
92, hadith 14). On the other hand, Allah 
urged us to search for and gain 
knowledge, as he said, “Allah will raise 
up in ranks those who believed among 
you and those who have been given 
knowledge. Allah is Aware of what you 
do” Surah al-Mujadilah, Ayah 11).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you believe Umm 
Mohamed’s depiction of her life 
in ISIS? 

• What do you think Umm 
Mohamed thought when the 
Caliphate was first announced? 

• How should one evaluate world 
events like when ISIS suddenly 
took over great swathes of Iraq 
and Syria and some claimed this 
was Allah’s victory? 

• What do you think could have 
protected Umm Mohamed and 
her husband from falling for 
ISIS’s propaganda lies? 

• What do you think of Umm 
Mohamed’s husband being 
forced to fight in Iraq? 

• What do you think about the ISIS 
leaders abandoning the foreign 
fighters and their families in 
Mosul as they Iraqi leaders left 
Iraq to flee into safety in Syria? 

• What do you think it was like for 
Umm Mohamed to leave her 
husband, pretending to be a 
widow, so that she could get her 
children out of ISIS? 

• Do you think that Umm 
Mohamed will ever be able to 
return to the life she had before 
she joined ISIS? 
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Transcript of The Islamic State that the 
Prophet Announced 
 
First, I had my doubts. I thought I would 
just look  
and see if it’s a real Islamic state or not. 
 
But when they announced the Khilafah 
[Caliphate],  
it was more that I paid attention to it. 
 
At that time, yes, I was happy. 
I thought this is real Khilafah 
 
I believed that for every Muslim it was 
an obligation to live  
in a state where they can practice their 
Islam the most. 
 
There was a big hype about ISIS.  
They took over half of Iraq in three days 
or four days.    
 
At this moment, we were like, 
‘Yeah, this is maybe the state that 
 
the Prophet Muhammed (Peace Be 
Upon Him)  
announced would come.’ 
 
UMM MOHAMED 
32-year-old Dutch Woman 
ISIS Wife 
 
There was this strong media that said 
 
ISIS, like for people inside and people 
who have seen ISIS, that said, ‘No, it’s a 
real Caliphate.’ 
 
That made me  
make this decision to go. 
 

TEXT: After deciding to join ISIS,  
Umm Mohamed and her husband  
drove from the Netherlands to Turkey 
with their three kids in August 2015. 
   
They helped us [get] inside. 
 
From there, we had to give everything 
— 
our passports, our phones, our tablets.    
 
And then they took us to Raqqa. 
 
When we went to Raqqa,  
that was like really the big shock for us.     
 
Basically, it was a prison for women. 
They couldn’t get out and the stories …. 
 
It was really bad. 
 
There were women  
who thought about suicide.  
 
I felt regret directly. 
 
TEXT: While her husband went through 
ideological training at a mosque in 
Raqqa,  
Umm Mohamed stayed in an ISIS 
women’s house for two weeks with her 
children. 
 
TEXT:   The family was sent to Mosul, 
Iraq. 
 
In Iraq, [my husband] did not have a job. 
 
Mosul in the beginning,  
it was ok for me. 
 
There were no bombings. 
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What really got my attention is that 
there was a lot of injustice. 
 
Men, they are forced to fight.   
 
So we tried to get out of Mosul  
and we couldn’t.   
 
So, many women stayed behind in 
Mosul. 
 
TEXT: From October 2016 through July 
2017, 
the Iraqi army fought ISIS  
to take back control of Mosul. 
 
[It] made me so angry because they 
asked  
the people to come because they have 
an Islamic state. 
 
[But] when the battle came,  
they fled.   
 
You could see Syria full of Iraqis  
while women and children were still left 
behind in Mosul. 
 
TEXT: Some ISIS leaders even traded ISIS 
women into prostitution for their own 
safe passage to Syria. 
 
TEXT: Women and children were also 
used as human shields for those ISIS 
fighters who remained.   
 
We tried to get out from before [the 
assault on Mosul], 
and then they said, ‘You cannot,’ to my 
husband. 
 
Only, of course, if you have high 
position and 

you have contacts, you could go to Syria 
and come back. 
 
TEXT: In early September 2016, Umm 
Mohamed, her husband and her 
children fled Mosul in a truck before 
morning prayers. 
 
In the desert, they stopped us, 
and they wanted us to go back.   
 
[An ISIS soldier] said today a command 
came from the governor that nobody 
gets out of Mosul. 
 
My husband said, ‘Myself, I will just put 
my family 
in Syria where it’s safe.’ 
 
[The guard] also know that  
what was coming in Mosul was so bad. 
 
He saw that we have children  
and other women with us also had 
children.    
 
So he just turned around his face, 
and he said, ‘Yallah, talakul. Just go.’   
 
And we went. 
 
TEXT: After finally escaping into Syria,  
Umm Mohamed and her family 
lived with friends in Raqqa 
since they couldn’t get housing  
without ISIS paperwork. 
 
We cannot go to the doctor or anything, 
because officially, ‘You are not Islamic 
State [citizens].’ 
 
My husband did  
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a little bit of time [three weeks] in 
prison. 
 
[He] disappeared and I run everywhere.  
I call everyone. But nobody knows 
where he is. 
 
Because he's like madaniin [one of the 
civilians, but]  
he must be Islamic State for them. 
 
And they let him out. 
 
He doesn’t talk much about it. 
 
TEXT: In Feburary 2017,  
the family moved out of Raqqa 
to a town in the Syrian desert. 
 
We just lived there a normal life. 
 
TEXT: In December 2017, Umm 
Mohamed  
snuck out of ISIS-held areas  
by pretending to be a widow. 
 
I said, ‘I don’t know where my husband 
is.’ 
I lied. 
 
TEXT: Umm Mohamed now truly 
doesn’t know where her husband ended 
up, though she heard he was in prison in 
Iraqi Kurdistan. 
 
TEXT: The Syrian Democratic Forces 
have detained Umm Mohamed and  
her children aged 11, 8, 6, and 10 
months. 

We grow up with the impression that 
everything  
that the West says about Muslims is a 
lie. 
 
I cannot blame anybody. 
I can only blame myself for believing [in 
ISIS]. 
The Islamic State are not only not good 
Muslims, 
they are not Muslims. 
 
And then you look back. 
[I] was really stupid.       
 
How could I have believed this and  
how could I have fell for this 
propaganda? 
 
The longer you stay, the more you know 
about 
how life is there and how these people 
are. 
 
Don’t serve them. Don’t join them.  
Be critical. Use your mind.     
 
I just want to go home and have my life 
back, 
my children most of all. 
 
I really believe if you choose the act, 
you choose the consequences. 
 
So I’m willing to face these 
consequences. 
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Enduring Injustice for the Islamic 
State Caliphate 

Speaker – Ibn Adam 

Nationality – European-Somali

Age - 29-years-old
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Main Message – Many Western foreign 
fighters were drawn to ISIS and its 
ideology by the English-language 
lectures of Anwar al Awlaki. They found 
in ISIS, however, a brutal and unjust 
regime that punished dissenters harshly 
and did not allow them to leave. 

Narrative – Enduring Injustice for the 
Islamic State Caliphate features 29-year-
old European-Somali Ibn Adam, who 
was interviewed by Anne Speckhard in 
January of 2020. The video clip was 
video edited and produced by our ICSVE 
team.  

Trauma struck Ibn Adam in 2008 when 
his cousin “wanted to pray the morning 
prayer. Not far from the mosque, 
there’s a place, like some Somalis had a 
party.” Ibn Adam’s cousin tried to urge 
his fellow European Somalis to go to 
prayer, but then he saw one of the men 
harassing his female cousin. “They had a 
fight, and that guy had a knife with him, 
and he stabbed him maybe five, six 
times. My cousin got killed. So, I got 
depressed.” 

Ibn Adam turned to religion for solace 
and began listening to Anwar al Awalki’s 
sermons, which had been loaded onto 
an iPad by a friend. He recalls, “After I 
listened to these two lectures, I said, ‘I 
wanna go [to Syria].’” Indeed, when he 
first got to ISIS, “I used to think, like, 
‘Everybody’s like angels. Everybody’s 
perfect.’ ‘They’re acting according to 
Islam 100 percent.’ They’re going to give 
me a car, a house, everything I need. I 
thought everything was perfect.” 

This was not the case, explains Ibn 
Adam: “There was a lot of harshness in 
the [Islamic] State. I feel sorry for [the 
victims]. You hear about people going to 
prison, how they treat people. They get 
very bad treatment. You cannot speak 
about injustice openly.” Ibn Adam used 
to see a man lecturing against injustice, 
until one day, “I saw him on the road. I 
said, ‘What happened? You’re not giving 
lectures anymore.’ He said, ‘I’m not 
allowed to give lectures anymore.’ After 
a while, I heard he was in prison.” Ibn 
Adam couldn’t understand why ISIS 
refused to let dissenters go home: “Me 
personally, I was, like, ‘If somebody 
wants to leave, let them leave.’ Why 
keep him here? This person will start to 
hate you even more and more.” 

Looking back, Ibn Adam sees many 
issues with ISIS’s behavior. Of those who 
attacked outside of ISIS territory, he 
says, “He didn’t get benefit from this. 
This didn’t hurry up the release or 
whatever of people in Baghouz or bring 
back the dead to life.” Besides, Ibn 
Adam continues on, “I don’t know 
anything in Islam saying that you’re 
allowed to attack civilians. The Prophet 
(PBUH) saying that when you go, when 
you are attacking, do not kill an old man 
who’s not fighting nor a woman who’s 
not fighting or stuff like this.” Ibn Adam 
concludes, “After all of this, after 
everything I went through, after all of 
this injustice, go through it again? Nah, 
I’m sure I wouldn’t.” 
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Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video: 

The main value in Islam is justice. It is 
the utmost and ultimate goal behind 
many of the sacred texts. Allah made it 
clear in the Qur’an when he said, “We 
have sent Our Messengers with proofs, 
and sent them with the Book and the 
Scales, so that people might establish 
the Scale (of justice)” (Surah al-hadid, 
Ayah 25). It is clear that the value of 
enacting justice for all is the main basis 
to build societies, and when it is absent 
people will fight and there will be chaos 
and societies will fall.  

Ibn Taymiyah, may Allah have mercy on 
him, said, “The punishment in this world 
is agreed upon by the people of the 
earth, for people did not dispute that 
the consequence of injustice is dire and 
the consequence of justice is generous. 
Allah helps the just state even if it is a 
disbelieving state, and does not help the 
unjust state even if it is a believing 
state. Allah said, “Believers, be dutiful to 
Allah and bearers of just witness. Do not 
allow your hatred for other people to 
turn you away from justice. Deal justly; 
it is nearer to piety. Have fear of Allah; 
Allah is Aware of what you do” (Surah 
al-ma’eda, Ayah 8).  

Injustice and oppression, on the other 
hand, are forbidden and Allah and his 
Prophet, peace be upon him, warned us 
of them. Prophet Muhammed, peace be 
upon him, said, “Beware of oppression, 
for oppression will turn into excessive 
darkness on the Day of Resurrection and 
beware of niggardliness, for 
niggardliness destroyed your 

predecessors” (Sahih Muslim, book 16, 
hadith 1526). There can be no question 
at this point from the many testimonies 
against them, that ISIS practiced 
extreme oppression and injustice. 
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Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you think that Ibn Adam is 
telling the truth about his time in 
ISIS? 

• What do you think it was like for 
Ibn Adam to grow up in Europe 
as a Somali refugee? 

• How do you think Ibn Adam felt 
when his cousin was killed while 
calling everyone to prayer and 
defending his female cousin? 

• Do you think Ibn Adam might 
have been looking for an escape 
from his grief by traveling to 
Syria? 

• What do you think about that 
ISIS did not allow dissenters to 
leave and go home? 

• Does Islam allow for the attack 
of innocent civilians? 

• What advice do you think would 
have convinced Ibn Adam not to 
join ISIS when he first started 
listening to Anwar al Awlaki’s 
sermons? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transcript of Enduring Injustice for the 
Islamic State Caliphate 
 
[In] 2008, I heard that 
[my cousin] was on his way to the 
mosque. 
 
He wanted to pray 
the morning prayer. 
 
Not far from the mosque, 
there’s a place, like 
 
some Somalis  
had a party. 
 
He went there to tell them, 
‘This is not good. Go to the mosque.’ 
 
Then he saw there was a guy hitting on 
his cousin.  
He wants to be with her, you know, and 
she didn’t want to. 
 
Then they had a fight  
and that guy had a knife with him 
 
and he stabbed him  
maybe five, six times. 
 
IBN ADAM 
29-year-old European-Somali 
Former ISIS Soldier 
 
My cousin got killed. 
 
So I got depressed. 
 
TEXT: Ibn Adam turned to Islam and 
eventually was introduced to Anwar al-
Awlaki. 
 
In the beginning, I can’t listen to this. 
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Every lecture is like one hour, two 
hours. 
 
I was a bus driver at that time,  
so in the time I was bored, I was like, 
‘Why not try it?’ 
 
So I started listening 
to his lectures. 
 
First time I heard about Syria, 
I think it was late ’13, ’14. 
 
After I listened to these two lectures, 
I said, ‘I wanna go [to Syria].’ 
 
TEXT: Ibn Adam snuck into Syria  
through Turkey but was quickly 
disappointed 
by what he found in ISIS. 
 
I used to think, like, 
‘Everybody’s like angels. Everybody’s 
perfect.’ 
 
‘They’re acting according to Islam 
100 percent.’ 
 
They’re gonna give me a car,  
a house, everything I need. 
 
I thought  
everything was perfect. 
 
There was a lot of harshness in the 
[Islamic] State. 
I feel sorry for [the victims]. 
 
You hear about people going to prison, 
how they treat people. 
 
They get very bad 
treatment. 

You cannot speak  
about injustice openly. 
 
[During] Friday prayers, 
one guy speak about injustice. 
 
After that, I didn’t 
see him giving lectures. 
 
I saw him on the road. 
I said, ‘What happened? You’re not 
giving lectures anymore.’ 
 
He said, 
‘I’m not allowed to give lectures 
anymore.’ 
 
After awhile, 
I heard he was in prison. 
 
After that, 
I heard that prison got bombed. 
 
Me personally, I was, like, 
‘If somebody wants to leave, let them 
leave.’ 
 
Why keep him here? 
This person will start to hate you even 
more and more. 
 
TEXT: Ibn Adam encourages people to  
ignore the calls to  
stage terror attacks in Europe. 
 
Let’s say, for example, 
Jack or John or Ahmed did this 
[terrorist] act. 
 
Then he got caught 
and went to prison. 
 
Right now, what’s the benefit? 
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What did he get out of this? 
 
You see an injured person 
whose laying on the floor. 
 
Or maybe somebody 
who got killed. 
 
Jack is in prison. 
He didn’t get benefit from this. 
 
This didn’t hurry up the release or 
whatever 
of people in Baghouz 
 
or bring back  
the dead to life. 
 
But I don’t know anything in Islam  
saying that you’re allowed to attack 
civilians. 

 
The Prophet (PBUH) saying that  
when you go, when you are attacking, 
 
do not kill  
an old man who’s not fighting 
 
nor a woman who’s not fighting  
or stuff like this. 
 
So what about people 
who do not do nothing? 
 
After all of this, 
after everything I went through, 
 
after all of this injustice, 
go through it again? 
 
Nah, 
I’m sure I wouldn’t. 
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Following Anwar al Awlaki from 
Europe into the Islamic State 

Caliphate 
 
Speaker – Ibn Adam 
 
Nationality – European-Somali  
 
Age – 29-years-old 
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Main Message – Many Western foreign 
fighters were drawn to ISIS after 
listening to the English-language 
lectures of Anwar al Awlaki. Some even 
fought in a brigade bearing his name. 
But the Islamic State was not what it 
purported to be. It was a corrupt, 
brutal, un-Islamic regime that used 
foreigners as cannon fodder. 
 
Narrative – Following Anwar al Awlaki 
from Europe into the Islamic State 
Caliphate features 29-year-old 
European-Somali Ibn Adam, who was 
interviewed by Anne Speckhard in 
January of 2020. The video clip was 
video edited and produced by our ICSVE 
team.  
 
Ibn Adam was born in Somalia and 
moved to Europe as a refugee when he 
was a child. He lived there until he was 
13, when he started getting into 
trouble. He recalls, “It’s not just school. I 
was always coming home late. Start 
smoking. Start stealing.” In an effort to 
get Ibn Adam back on the right path, his 
aunt took him to Kenya, where he 
attended an Islamic school, but Ibn 
Adam couldn’t stay focused: “Teachers 
were saying I was smart. I didn’t find it 
difficult. It was a bit easy, but I was 
lazy.” When he returned to Europe, Ibn 
Adam started working as a bus driver. A 
friend at his mosque gave him an iPad 
loaded with lectures by Anwar al Awlaki. 
He explains, “I was bored, I was like 
‘Why not try it?’ So, I started listening to 
his lectures.” 
 
It took only two lectures to convince Ibn 
Adam to travel to Syria. In Raqqa, he 
recalls, “I used to think about, like, 

‘Everybody’s like angels. Everybody’s 
perfect.’ ‘They’re acting according to 
Islam 100 percent.’ ‘They gonna give me 
a car, a house, everything I need.’” Soon 
enough, however, he realized that 
things were not as perfect as he initially 
thought. Ibn Adam was sent to fight. He 
tells of the man leading his group, “He 
was sitting. As he was getting up, he got 
shot in the head. I think it was a sniper. 
Wow, I was scared.” Ibn Adam was then 
sent to patrol the border. He recounts, 
“I was speak to [the emir] in the 
morning, maybe 9, 10 o’clock. That’s the 
last thing I remember […] There are 
three injuries I know: my knee, my head 
and my finger. And I have, like, a metal 
plate under my forehead.” 
 
After staying in the hospital for two 
months, during which time what little 
pay he got from ISIS was stolen, Ibn 
Adam was assigned to the Anwar al 
Awlaki military unit, where he remained 
on ribat, border patrol. As ISIS lost 
control, the cracks became even more 
obvious to Ibn Adam. He says, “Islamic 
State, it’s not what I thought. I’d like to 
be in a real Islamic state, but it’s not the 
same. There’s still some stuff that was 
bothering me, especially hearing stories 
about the emni, so-called intelligence. It 
makes you burn inside. You get angry.” 
Ibn Adam was dismayed by the 
mistreatment of women as well as the 
corruption he saw. In ISIS’s last 
stronghold of Baghouz, he remembers, 
“Food was very expensive. I heard that 
Iraqis had it very good. I see them 
selling stuff, so I know that they had this 
stuff and selling it very expensive.” 
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Knowing what he knows now, Ibn Adam 
says, “After all this experience, I would 
tell [potential ISIS members], ‘Live your 
life.’ Think before you act. The smart 
one is who learns from other people’s 
mistakes.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
Justice is one of the main goals in Islam. 
There are many Qur’anic Ayahs and 
Prophetic hadiths which urge Muslims 
to apply justice in every aspect in our 
life. Allah said in the Quran, “Believers, 
be maintainers of justice and witnesses 
for Allah, even though it is against 
yourselves, your parents, or your 
kinsmen, whether he is rich or poor, 
Allah has more rights over both of them. 
So do not follow desires, so that you are 
(not) just. If you twist or turn, Allah is 
aware of what you do” (Surah al-nisa’, 
Ayah 135). Obeying the leader in Islam 
is related to how much the orders of 
that leader is are congruent with what 
Allah and his Messenger said. If we see 
a contradiction between that leader and 
the sacred texts, then obeying him is 
regarded as a great sin. Prophet 
Muhammed, peace be upon him, said, 
“It is obligatory upon a Muslim to listen 
(to the ruler) and obey whether he likes 
it or not, except when he is ordered to 
do a sinful thing; in such case, there is 
no obligation to listen or to obey” 
(Bukhari and Muslim). The Muslim 
should seek knowledge and have to 
know the basics of Islam, at least, and 
obedience should only be in what is 
coherent to these basics, as Prophet 
Muhammed, peace be upon him, said, 
“No obedience is to be given in the case 
of an act of disobedience to God, 
obedience is to be given only regarding 
what is reputable” (Bukhari and 
Muslim). 
 
Awlaki’s teachings about taking hijrah 
and being obligated to fight jihad till the 
end times were in general extreme and 
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against the pure basic Islamic teachings. 
While he made some good teachings 
about family life and following Islam, in 
regard to jihad, martyrdom and hijrah 
he does not have the capacity to 
understand the essence of Islam. We 
can see that in the disasters he brought 
upon Muslims in general all over the 
world by convincing them to partake in 
violence against innocents. 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you think that Ibn Adam is 
telling the truth about his time in 
ISIS? 

• What do you think it was like for 
Ibn Adam to move to Europe as 
a child refugee from Somalia? 

• What do you think it was like for 
Ibn Adam to move to Kenya after 
getting into trouble in Europe? 

• How do you think Ibn Adam felt 
the first time he listened to a 
sermon by Anwar al Awlaki? 

• Al Awlaki was venerated by ISIS 
and al Qaeda for preaching that 
jihad is a duty for all Muslims.  
What do you think about this? 

• ISIS spun a lot of stories about 
itself to appear like an Islamic 
utopia modeled after the 
Prophet’s early days.  Do you 
think it’s possible to recreate 
those days in today’s world?  
Why or why not? 

• What do you think Ibn Adam 
could have done to check things 
out more before he believed 
ISIS’s lies and went in thinking 

he’d meet angels and everything 
would be perfect? 

• What do you think about Ibn 
Adam’s payment being stolen 
while he was recovering in the 
hospital among so-called 
Muslims? 

• How do you think Ibn Adam felt 
when he was told to fight again 
after such a critical injury? 

• How do you think the foreign 
fighters felt in Baghouz when 
they could not afford any food 
and the Iraqis had more than 
enough? Does that seem like 
Islamic justice to you? 

• What message do you think 
would have been helpful in 
preventing Ibn Adam from 
joining ISIS when he first started 
listening to Anwar al Awlaki’s 
sermons? 
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Transcript of Following Anwar al 
Awlaki from Europe into the Islamic 
State Caliphate 
 
So, I went to school 
until 7th year. 
 
I was 13. 
I was a bit of troublemaker. 
 
It’s not just school. I was always coming 
home late. 
Start smoking. Start stealing. 
 
I started, when I was 12, stealing from 
the teacher’s cigarettes and smoking. 
 
I saw the kindergarten was open. 
I went inside. I saw some biscuits. 
 
IBN ADAM 
29-year-old European-Somali 
Former ISIS Soldier 
 
[I] came out, 
found the cops in front of me. 
 
TEXT: With his aunt,  
Ibn Adam moved to Kenya  
where he attended an Islamic school. 
 
Teachers were saying I was smart. 
I didn’t find it difficult. It was a bit easy 
but I was lazy. 
 
I just started working.  
So I saw [my friend] at the mosque. It 
was Eid. 
 
He bought me an iPad 
with lectures. 
 
You’re probably heard 

about Anwar al Awlaki. 
 
I was a bus driver at that time,  
so in time I was bored, I was like ‘Why 
not try it?’ 
 
So I started listening  
to his lectures. 
 
After I listened to these two lectures,  
I said, ‘I wanna go [to Syria].’ 
 
TEXT: In late 2014, Ibn Adam went to 
Turkey 
and snuck into Syria with the help of a 
smuggler. 
 
I was there for two, three days, 
then they said, ‘You’re gonna go do 
training.’ 
 
TEXT: After being moved from one safe 
house 
to another in Iraq, Ibn Adam ended up 
in Raqqa where he lived on the $200 
that he brought with him. 
 
The emir said that I had been guest 
there 
for three days. Now I have to go out [to 
fight]. 
 
So I went out, 
slept in the mosque. 
 
Everyday in the morning, I go buy 
a sandwich, eat, come back. 
 
I used to think about, like, 
‘Everybody’s like angels. Everybody’s 
perfect.’ 
 
‘They’re acting according to Islam 
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100 percent.’ 
 
‘They gonna give me a car, a house, 
everything I need.’ 
 
I thought everything was perfect. 
It was not. 
 
In the beginning, I was thinking 
now I wanna get out of this place. 
 
I seen some guy asking people to go and 
fight. 
[When I joined,] I thought I would fight. 
 
So I went with him. They still didn’t give 
me 
no weapon or grenade or anything. 
 
There was one guy that was showing us 
the way, 
like try to hide from the drones. 
 
Going and hiding and walking and 
hiding. 
Always walking, stopping, walking, 
stopping. 
 
He was sitting. As he was getting up,  
he got shot in the head. 
 
I think it was a sniper. 
Wow, I was scared. 
 
Then the next day, 
they took us to the ribat [border] lines. 
 
I was speak to [the emir] in the morning, 
maybe 9, 10 o’clock. 
 
That’s the last thing 
I remember. 
 

Even when I woke up, 
I was not like 100 percent. 
 
There are three injuries I know: 
my knee, my head and my finger. 
 
And I have, like,  
a metal plate under my forehead. 
 
I stayed in the hospital 
about two months maybe. 
 
I think I got paid  
in the hospital two times. 
 
[The] money got stolen. 
At that time, I couldn’t move. 
 
My friend assigned me to a katiba 
[military unit] — 
Anwar al Awlaki. 
 
‘Oh, you’re gonna get better 
and then you’re gonna go fight.’ 
 
But, it never 
happened. 
 
You’re not allowed  
to go out [of the base]. 
 
I was, like, sitting  
in the [headquarters] all day, 
 
doing ribat on a car 
that has big, heavy weapon on it. 
 
TEXT: As ISIS’s control dwindled,  
Ibn Adam retreated with ISIS 
from town to town. 
 
Islamic State, 
it’s not what I thought. 
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I’d like to be in a real Islamic state, 
but it’s not the same. 
 
There’s still some stuff that 
was bothering me, 
 
especially hearing stories about  
the emni, so-called intelligence. 
 
It makes you burn inside. 
You get angry. 
 
I didn’t like how some people 
were very harsh. 
 
For example, I seen one guy telling a 
woman 
to cover her eyes. 
 
And then,  
she didn’t. 
 
And then he stomped on the ground, 
like, just scared her. ‘Just cover your 
eyes!’ 
 
I remember I was walking there. 
I got scared. 
 

Speak to her. 
She doesn’t want to do it, she doesn’t 
want to do it. 
 
I saw death. 
Most time I’ve seen death, it was in the 
siege of Raqqa. 
 
Food was very expensive  
[in Baghouz]. 
 
I heard that Iraqis 
had it very good. 
 
I see them selling stuff, so I know that  
they had this stuff and selling it very 
expensive. 
 
TEXT: Ibn Adam fled and got caught  
by the Syrian Democratic Forces.  
He advises people to not join ISIS. 
 
After all this experience, 
I would tell [potential ISIS members], 
‘Live your life.’ 
 
Think before you act. 
 
The smart one is who learns 
from other people’s mistakes. 
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Serving in the Anwar al Awlaki 
Katiba of the Islamic State Caliphate 

 
 
 
Speaker – Ibn Adam 
 
Nationality – European-Somali 
 
Age – 29 years old   
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Main Message – Do not be misled by 
ISIS’s false claims and promises of pure 
Islamic living. Listen to the advice of 
those who have been there and have 
seen ISIS’s extreme brutality first-hand. 
 
Narrative – Serving in the Anwar al 
Awlaki Katiba of the Islamic State 
Caliphate features 29-year-old 
European-Somali Ibn Adam, who was 
interviewed by Anne Speckhard in 
January of 2020. The video clip was 
video edited and produced by our ICSVE 
team.  
 
Ibn Adam recounts the stressors and 
difficulties in his life that eventually led 
him to join ISIS: “My mother died. It was 
’95. [My father] went, like, MIA, missing. 
I grew up with my auntie and my 
grandmother. So I went to school until 
7th year. I was a bit of a troublemaker. 
So I went to Kenya. It was not just 
school. I was always coming home late. 
Start smoking. Start stealing.” 
 
Shortly after Ibn Adam returned to 
Europe from Kenya, his cousin was 
murdered, and Ibn Adam became more 
religious. Other than going to the 
mosque, his life consisted of running 
and playing video games. He wasn’t 
engaged with the news, but one day a 
friend from the mosque “bought me an 
iPad with lectures. You’ve probably 
heard about Anwar al Awlaki. I started 
listening to his lectures.” The lectures 
convinced Ibn Adam to travel to Syria, 
but other friends made efforts to stop 
him. 
 

After spending time with his dying 
grandmother in Somalia, Ibn Adam 
returned to Europe set on going to 
Syria. “I told my friend, ‘I wanna go to 
Syria.’ That friend said to me, ‘No, 
you’re not allowed to go to Syria and 
fight there. These people, what they’re 
doing is wrong.’ I was shocked.” 
Unfortunately, Ibn Adam returned to 
the friend who had introduced him to 
Anwar al Awlaki’s lectures, telling him 
that he intended to go to Egypt or 
Yemen to learn more about Islam, 
rather than Syria. His friend pushed 
back: “[He said,] ‘No, why don’t you go? 
It’s good. You can’t ask somebody who’s 
not been there. You have to ask 
somebody who’s been there. Somebody 
who’s been there knows the truth.’” Ibn 
Adam watched more Awlaki videos and 
left for Turkey, where he jumped over a 
fence to enter Syria. 
 
Going into ISIS, Ibn Adam recalls 
thinking, ‘Everybody’s like angels. 
Everybody’s perfect. They’re acting 
according to Islam 100 percent. They 
gonna give me a car, a house, 
everything I need.’ I was thinking it was 
like the day of the Companions of the 
Messenger.” Soon enough he was 
disillusioned. “Everything was chaos,” 
he says, admitting that life got much 
worse after the siege of Raqqa. He was 
surprised: “There’s a lot of harshness. 
It’s not what I thought.” He recounts, 
“You hear about people going to prison, 
how they treat people, that they get 
very bad treatment. You cannot speak 
about injustice. Especially hearing 
stories about the emni, so called 
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intelligence, it makes you burn inside. 
You get angry.” 
 
Ibn Adam is still affected by what he 
witnessed in ISIS: “I saw death. I saw 
one guy walking with his wife and he got 
shot in the heart.” Ibn Adam and wife 
and daughter surrendered to the Syrian 
Democratic Forces at Baghouz, ISIS’s last 
stronghold. Now, he warns others, “Live 
your life. Think before you act. The 
smart one is one who learns from other 
people’s mistakes.” He hopes that 
people will learn from his mistakes.      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video: 
 
The apparent allegations of those, like 
Anwar al Awlaki, who called people to 
join ISIS and other groups alike are false. 
Their calls are in pure contradiction with 
the essence of the Islamic teachings. 
Islam calls for justice and piety. It calls 
for taking care of people and being kind 
to them. It calls for prosperity and the 
wellbeing of individuals and the society. 
These values do not exist within the ISIS 
community, on the contrary, we see 
contradictions to these values. 
 
Awlaki was one of those who argued 
and called for certain values and many 
new Muslims were affected by his 
speeches to the point of taking suicide 
missions, leaving their homes to migrate 
(take hijrah) to the so-called Caliphate 
and believe they were obligated to 
militant jihad in Syria. Awlaki called for 
universal jihad and alleged that it is still 
an obligation on every Muslim who can 
carry a weapon. This allegation is false, 
as it ignores the changes in time and 
place from when scriptures were 
recorded and what they refer to, two 
things which have great impact on the 
religious laws, as many of them were 
related to certain times and places.  
 
One good example of that is the zakat 
law. Zakat has to be distributed to eight 
categories of people, one of which is 
those who were non-Muslims, or new 
Muslims, to satisfy their hearts to 
prevent the attacks of non-Muslims on 
Islam, or to strengthen the belief of the 
new Muslims. Although Allah clearly 
stated that in a clear Ayah in the Qur’an, 
“The obligatory charity shall be only for 
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the poor and the needy, and for those 
who work to collect it, and to influence 
hearts (to belief), for ransoming 
captives, and debtors in the Way of 
Allah and the destitute traveler. It is an 
obligation from Allah. Allah is Knowing, 
Wise” (Surah al-tawbah, Ayah 60). 
Omar, may Allah be pleased with him, 
stopped that rule after some time 
because the situation had changed, 
ruling that the Islamic State does not 
have to give to these people anymore. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you think that Ibn Adam is 
telling the truth about his time in 
ISIS? 

• How do you think growing up 
Somali in Europe impacted Ibn 
Adam? 

• Do you think it’s hard to have 
multiple identities such as 
Somali, but live in Kenya and 
Europe? 

• Death often makes us consider 
what happens after we die.  
What effect do you think the 
murder of Ibn Adam’s cousin had 
on him? 

• Anwar al Awlaki preached that 
Muslims have an obligation to 
fight jihad till the end times. Do 
you agree with that? 

• How do you think Ibn Adam was 
affected by his mother’s death 
and father’s abandonment? 

• Do you think that dropping out 
of school as an adolescent made 
Ibn Adam more susceptible to 
ISIS recruitment? 

• Why do you think Ibn Adam 
listened to his pro-ISIS friend 
instead of his friend who told 
him not to join? 

• How do you think Ibn Adam felt 
when he started to realize that 
ISIS was not as good as he 
thought it would be? 

• What do you think it was like for 
Ibn Adam to have to protect his 
wife and baby during the chaos 
after the siege of Raqqa? 
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• What do you think would have 
prevented Ibn Adam from 
joining ISIS? 

• What do you think Ibn Adam’s 
life will be like if he ever returns 
to Europe and is released from 
prison? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transcript of Serving in the Anwar al 
Awlaki Katiba of the Islamic State 
Caliphate 
 
My mother died. It was ’95. 
She was sick. 
 
[My father] went, like, MIA, 
missing. 
 
I grew up with my auntie 
and my grandmother. 
 
So I went to school 
until 7th year. 
 
I was a bit 
of a troublemaker. 
 
So I went 
to Kenya. 
 
It was not just school. 
I was always coming home late. 
 
Start smoking. 
Start stealing. 
 
I was studying media. 
I just liked to be on the computer. 
 
I used to play all the time games 
or be on Facebook. 
 
[In] 2008, my cousin got killed, 
so I got depressed. 
 
IBN ADAM 
29-year-old European-Somali 
Former ISIS Soldier 
 
I didn’t care much about school, 
and I just started working. 
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When I came back [to Europe] from 
Kenya, 
I was a bit more religious. 
 
So I used to training something 
called Le Parkour or free running. 
 
My life was 
all about training, 
 
watching animations, 
and playing PlayStation. 
 
I was not a guy who 
watched the news, stuff like that. 
 
I had a friend who was here. 
So I saw him at the mosque. It was Eid. 
 
He bought me an iPad 
with lectures. 
 
You’ve probably heard about 
Anwar al Awlaki 
 
I started listening 
to his lectures. 
 
After awhile I told him I wanna go to 
Syria, 
then he told me, ‘That’s good.’ 
 
At that time, I didn’t know there were 
people who are against going to Syria 
and fighting. 
 
I thought all the Muslims 
were for [fighting in] Syria. 
 
My grandma got sick. She was getting 
old. 
She wanted to go back to Somalia. 

 
She said she wants to die in Somalia. 
I took my grandma to Somalia. 
 
I went back 
[to Europe]. 
 
When I went there, 
I told my friend, ‘I wanna go to Syria.’ 
 
That friend said to me, 
‘No, you’re not allowed to go to Syria 
and fight there.’ 
 
‘These people, what they’re doing is 
wrong.’ 
I was shocked. 
 
I told my [other] friend, 
‘I’m not going [to Syria].’ 
 
I told him, ‘I want to go to Egypt or to 
Yemen 
to study the religion and to learn more, 
 
to see what’s right 
and what’s not.’ 
 
[He said,] ‘No, why don’t you go? 
It’s good.’ 
 
‘You can’t ask somebody who’s not 
been there. 
You have to ask somebody who’s been 
there.’ 
 
‘Somebody who’s been there 
knows the truth.’ 
 
After awhile, I continue listen to Anwar 
al Awlaki 
and then I just decided to leave [to 
Syria]. 
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I don’t know why. 
 
Maybe it was ‘Constants of Jihad.’ 
The way he was speaking was very 
convincing. 
 
My cousin, playing with her children, 
[said] in a joke way, ‘You plan to go to 
Syria?’ 
 
I was shocked. 
 
Then a couple of days after – I don’t 
know 
how they found out – when I was in 
Turkey, 
 
she wrote to me 
on Facebook. 
 
[She said,] ‘Why did you do this? 
Why did you leave us? Come back.’ 
 
[I said,] ‘What are you talking about? 
I didn’t go anywhere.’ 
 
I was afraid of, she might have contact 
the cops or whatever. 
They might catch me. 
 
[In] October, ’14, illegally jumped over 
the fence 
[with] 14, 15 guys. 
 
I didn’t see Turkish soldiers, 
but I heard bullets. 
 
I used to think about, like, 
‘Everybody’s like angels. Everybody’s 
perfect.’ 
 
‘They’re acting according to Islam 
100 percent.’ 

‘They gonna give me a car, 
a house, everything I need.’ 
 
I was thinking it was like the day of 
the Companions of the Messenger. 
 
I thought everything was perfect. 
It was not. 
 
From the beginning, I was thinking, 
‘I wanna get out of this place. Wow, I 
was scared.’ 
 
There’s three injuries I know: 
my knee, my head and my finger. 
 
From the beginning, I was in 
katiba [military unit] Anwar al Awlaki, 
 
but I was written 
as a injured. 
 
After awhile, they changed rules. They 
said everybody 
who was injured have to find another 
job. 
 
So I went out. 
 
I was, like, sitting in 
a [headquarters] all day, 
 
doing ribat [border guard duty] on a car 
that has big heavy weapon on it. 
 
The thing is: after [the siege of] Raqqa, 
there was no paperworks, nothing 
working. 
 
Everything was like chaos. 
 
After a month or two, 
I joined [ISIS] again. 
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There’s a lot of harshness. 
It’s not what I thought. 
 
You hear about people going to prison, 
how they treat people, 
 
that they get 
very bad treatment. 
 
You cannot speak 
about injustice. 
 
Especially hearing stories about 
the emni, so called intelligence, 
 
it makes you burn inside. 
You get angry. 

 
I saw death. I saw one guy walking with 
his wife 
and he got shot in the heart. 
 
TEXT: After reaching Baghouz, 
Ibn Adam surrendered with 
his wife and daughter 
to the Syrian Democratic Forces. 
 
After all of this experience, 
I would tell [potential ISIS recruits]: 
 
Live your life. 
Think before you act. 
 
The smart one is one who 
learns from other people’s mistakes.                       
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The Islamic State Caliphate is the 
Best Option for Me 

 
 
 
Speaker – Daniel Fisher 
 
Nationality – European  
 
Age – 24-years-old 
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Main Message – ISIS preys on 
vulnerable people who lack sufficient 
knowledge of Islam to realize that what 
ISIS does is contrary to the laws of the 
Quran. These new recruits are swayed 
by the promise of freedom to practice 
their religion without oppression or 
discrimination and the opportunity to 
fight for and defend their Muslim 
brothers and sisters. What they find in 
ISIS, however, is not a true and just 
Islamic State, but rather a corrupt and 
tyrannical regime that kills anyone who 
disagrees with them. 
 
Narrative – The Islamic State Caliphate 
is the Best Option for Me features 24-
year-old European Daniel Fisher, who 
was interviewed by Anne Speckhard in 
May of 2019. The video clip was video 
edited and produced by our ICSVE team.  
 
Daniel Fisher converted to Islam at 15, 
hoping to find “the meaning of life, 
what is happening after death.” Only a 
year later, Daniel believed he had found 
what would give him the meaning he 
sought: “Everybody has seen the videos 
what happened in Syria. People got 
bombed by Bashar [al Assad] […] There 
has been some preach[ing] about what 
is our obligation to help our brothers 
and sisters in Syria. This what made me 
feeling I have to help.” 
 
In 2013 and 2014, Daniel travelled to 
Syria three times. The first time, he 
stayed only ten days before returning 
home. Five months later, he went to 
Syria yet again, but was dismayed by the 
fighting between opposition groups, 
which he believed should have been 
united against the Syrian regime. Two 

weeks later, he returned to Europe, 
where he got married to a Muslim 
woman. He describes the life he and his 
wife faced that ultimately drove them to 
return to Syria: “[In Europe,] sometimes 
people look to you in a strange way. 
Maybe your wife gets cursed in the 
streets. This is very normal. I didn’t 
wanted to live like this anymore, so I 
wanted to immigrate to a Muslim 
country.” In 2014, Abu Bakr al Baghdadi 
had announced the establishment of 
the ISIS caliphate and Daniel thought, 
“The caliphate might be the best option 
for me to live there as a Muslim without 
being discriminated.” 
 
As Daniel travelled to Syria for the third 
time, this time with his wife, he 
imagined a Caliphate that was “just 
Muslims gathering together to build an 
Islamic community to defend the 
oppressed Muslims against the 
oppressors.” At first, Daniel believed 
that he might be achieving this goal, as 
he worked as a guard and later as a 
fighter. A year and a half later, he 
moved to Raqqa, where his 
deradicalization process began. In 
Raqqa, Daniel says he met and “got 
known to one guy, one shari [scholar]. 
He started to teach me a lot of things. 
Things ISIS is doing, according to Islam, 
is not allowed.” 
 
Before meeting this scholar, Daniel had 
a very limited knowledge of Islam, much 
of it coming from ISIS propaganda. 
When he met this learned man in 
Raqqa, he began to doubt that ISIS was 
acting in good faith when they 
committed atrocities “like burning 
people while they are alive. Like blowing 
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up yourself to kill your enemy. Like 
killing innocent people in Western 
countries. They are not taking part in 
the war anyway.” Moreover, Daniel 
“had a big problem [that] ISIS used to 
declare every Muslim who don’t accept 
the politic of ISIS is a disbeliever, is an 
apostate.” 
 
Daniel’s scholar friend faced the 
consequences of being declared an 
apostate by ISIS for disagreeing with 
their cruel behavior. He went to “prison 
four times, and he got killed in prison.” 
Daniel, too, was imprisoned numerous 
times, once for running a bookstore that 
sold Islamic texts. While in prison, he 
experienced the psychological torture of 
hearing others around him being 
tortured, often by electrocution.  
 
Daniel surrendered to the Syrian 
Democratic Forces and was separated 
from his wife and children. 
Nevertheless, he does not regret leaving 
ISIS, which he says “destroyed the 
image of Islam in the whole world 
actually. A lot of things they are doing is, 
according to my belief, not Islamic.” His 
ultimate goal now is “to go back [to 
Europe] as it is. To get into a court [to 
Europe] is better to get to a court in the 
Syrian regime or in Iraq. There is no 
other choice.” He wants “to stop the 
people joining ISIS,” but is “very scared 
about ISIS supporters might take 
revenge.” After all he has experienced, 
Daniel now knows that “[joining ISIS was 
the] biggest mistake of my life.” 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
ISIS and groups alike have the tendency 
to falsify sacred scriptures and utilize 
them to recruit ignorant and sometimes 
loving and simple Muslims. In Islam, a 
Muslim has a duty to seek knowledge 
and to know well what he is following, 
and has to refrain from suspicions, as 
Allah says, “Do not follow what you do 
not know. The hearing, sight, and heart 
about all these you shall be questioned” 
(Surah al-Isra’, Ayah 36). Seeking 
knowledge is one of the obligations of 
the Muslim, as the Prophet of Allah, 
peace be upon him, said that God 
revealed to him, “If anyone follows a 
path in search of knowledge, I shall 
make easy for him the road to Paradise; 
and if I deprive anyone of his eyes, I 
shall guarantee Paradise to him in 
return for them. Superiority in 
knowledge is better than superiority in 
worship, and the basis of the religion is 
abstinence” (Mishkat al-Masabih, book 
2, hadith 52). Those who fabricate what 
Allah and his Prophet said are doomed, 
as Allah say, “Say: 'Shall we tell you of 
those who are the greatest losers in 
deeds? (They are) those whose striving 
in this world go astray, while they think 
that what they are doing are good 
deeds. Those are they who disbelieve 
the verses of their Lord and deny that 
they will ever meet Him their deeds 
have failed. On the Day of Resurrection, 
we shall not give any weight to them. 
Hell is their recompense; because they 
disbelieved and mocked My verses, and 
My Messengers” (Surah al-Isra’, Ayah 
103-106). 
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Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you think that Daniel Fisher is 
telling the truth about his time in 
ISIS? 

• Why do you think ISIS specifically 
recruits people like Daniel, who 
have a limited knowledge of 
Islamic law? 

• How should you evaluate claims 
about Islam made by any group, 
especially a group that is claimed 
to be terrorists? 

• How do you feel about that ISIS 
was fighting other opposition 
groups, not the regime? 

• Do you believe that Daniel’s 
scholar friend was an apostate 
or a disbeliever? 

• Do you think the scholar was 
correct that suicide bombing is 
forbidden in Islam? 

• Do you think the scholar is 
correct that it is wrong to bomb 
back in Europe? 

• Was it just for ISIS to kill Daniel’s 
scholar friend for disagreeing 
with their doctrine? 

• What would have been a better 
option for Daniel to live a 
meaningful, Islamic life in 
Europe, rather than joining ISIS? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transcript of The Islamic State 
Caliphate is the Best Option for Me 
 
I was always thinking about the 
meaning of life,  
what is happening after death. 
 
I just found the answers 
in the Quran. 
 
I converted to Islam 
[in] 2010 [at age 15]. 
 
[I heard in] 2011 when  
the revolution started in Syria. 
 
Everybody has seen the videos 
what happened in Syria. 
 
People got bombed 
by Bashar [al Assad]. 
 
Even the western Media they just used 
to 
support the opposition against Syrian 
regime. 
 
There has been some preach[ing] about 
what is 
our obligation to help our brothers and 
sisters in Syria. 
 
This what made me feeling 
I have to help. 
 
[In] 2013, I came to Syria to see the 
situation. 
I stay for around maybe ten days. 
 
I went back [home]. 
 
DANIEL 
FISHER 
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24-year-old European 
Former ISIS Member 
 
After approximately five months, 
I came back to Syria. 
 
I stayed in Syria maybe for 
approximately two weeks,  
and I saw that the groups started to 
fight each other. 
 
For me, this was not  
the goal of the revolution. 
 
So I went back [home]. 
 
Then, after, I married  
[in the] summer of 2014.    
 
[In Europe,] sometimes people 
look to you in a strange way.   
 
Maybe your wife gets cursed in the 
streets. 
This is very normal. 
 
I didn't wanted to live like this anymore, 
so I wanted to immigrate to a Muslim 
country. 
 
I thought that the caliphate might be 
the best option for me  
to live there as a Muslim without being 
discriminated. 
 
Just Muslims gathering together 
 
to build an Islamic community 
 
to defend the oppressed Muslims  
against the oppressors. 
 
[We] went to Anatolia by plane and 

from there by bus to the border. 
 
[We] crossed the Syrian-Turkish border 
very easily,  
maybe less than five minutes. 
 
When I crossed the border, they ask if 
you want to 
commit a suicide operation or if you 
want to be a fighter. 
 
For sure, 
I chose [to be a] fighter. 
 
They took everything [e.g. passports, 
cellphone, money]. 
So I trusted them. 
 
Then we went to a training camp. 
 
They gave us Islamic lessons. 
 
I didn’t went to the military training 
camp, 
because I was injured in my leg.   
 
Automatically, I got signed up in one in a 
katiba [unit] 
in northern country side of Aleppo. 
 
They recognized that I’m injured so they 
just directly they send me to the, to the 
police station. 
 
[I was a] guard for the police station 
and doing checkpoints on the streets. 
 
Then after three months, 
they transfer me to the military katiba. 
 
So I was working for one and a half 
years 
in this katiba. 
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Searching in the cars. Searching for 
drugs,  
alcohol and cigarettes. That’s it. 
 
They would bring [the accused] to the 
police station  
and what would happen after that, I 
don't know. 
 
So I asked for transfer to Raqqa 
and they accepted. 
 
So I got transferred to Raqqa. 
 
I got known to one guy,  
one shari [scholar]. 
 
He started to teach me a lot of things. 
Things ISIS is doing, according to Islam, 
is not allowed. 
 
Like burning people  
while they are alive. 
 
Like blowing up yourself 
to kill your enemy. 
 
Like killing innocent people in Western 
countries. 
They are not taking part in the war 
anyway. 
 
So I started to learn a lot things. 
I started to doubt a lot of things. 
 
Because actually,  
I was not learning Islam properly [in 
Europe]. 
 
Because I started to believe that what  
ISIS doing is wrong, I left them. 
 
I quit working with ISIS. 

[The scholar] has been in prison four 
times, 
and he got killed in prison. 
 
[I was jailed] more than one time.  
I stayed [in jail] for approximately one 
and a half months. 
 
I heard torturing with electricity. 
 
I had a big problem [that] ISIS used to 
declare 
every Muslim who don't accept the 
politic of ISIS 
 
is a disbeliever, 
is an apostate. 
 
TEXT: ISIS arrested Daniel again for  
running a bookstore selling Islamic 
texts. 
 
We have been [in prison]  
only approximately 12 days. 
 
But again, I heard a lot of people 
getting tortured. 
 
I saw a lot of people with me in the 
same prison,  
in the same room. 
 
After, I saw videos of ISIS, they got put 
in the videos 
[being executed] and I know they are 
innocent. 
 
There were just hundreds of people 
walking out of ISIS area and we just walk 
behind them for six hours. 
 
A lot of people got killed. They step on 
mines. 
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Me myself, I almost step on mines a lot 
of times. 
 
TEXT: After surrendering, he was 
separated from  
his wife and two children. He hasn’t 
been able to learn anything about them 
since then. 
 
I would like to go back 
[to Europe] as it is. 
 
To get into a court [to Europe] is better 
to get to a court in the Syrian regime or 
in Iraq. There is no other choice. 
 
They destroyed the image of Islam  
in the whole world actually. 

A lot of things they are doing is,  
according to my belief, not Islamic. 
 
But, when ISIS started to fight against 
the Kurds in Kobani, they put them self 
in what happened after. 
 
They destroyed themselves actually. 
 
I really want to stop the people joining 
ISIS. 
 
But actually I am very scared about 
ISIS supporters might take revenge. 
 
[Joining ISIS was the]  
biggest mistake of my life. 
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Allah Told Us to Come to the 
Caliphate 

 
 
 
Speaker – Amandine 
 
Nationality – French  
 
Age – 28-years-old 
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Main Message – ISIS portrayed itself as 
an Islamic utopia, but in reality, it was a 
nightmare for all who joined, especially 
women. ISIS cares about power, not 
about Islam, and their actions reflect 
this. 
 
Narrative – Allah Told Us to Come to the 
Caliphate features 28-year-old French 
Amandine, who was interviewed by 
Anne Speckhard in August of 2018. The 
video clip was video edited and 
produced by our ICSVE team.  
 
Amandine converted to Islam, and it 
helped her turn her life around. 
Unfortunately, not everyone approved 
of her choice: “[My mother] always 
kicked me out [of the house]. My family 
didn’t support me. They hit me. I 
wanted to escape. I fell in love with 
someone,” Amandine tells us.  She met 
a man online. He told her, “You have to 
come here [in Syria], because it’s 
Paradise, because Allah told us to come 
here.” 
 
Amandine left France to get married to 
this man in Syria, but ultimately ended 
up marrying someone else. 
Immediately, she realized that ISIS was 
not what she was expecting. She was 
scared of the regime bombings and the 
severed heads she saw on spikes and 
wanted to escape ISIS territory, but her 
abusive husband would not even let her 
leave the house. Eventually, she 
divorced him, but remarried someone 
else quickly in order to avoid staying in 
the madhafa, a guesthouse where 
unmarried women were imprisoned.  
 

Amandine told her new husband that 
she wanted to leave ISIS and he took 
her “to the man in charge of the 
borders. The border guy told me, ‘If you 
come here again, you’re going to jail.’ 
You don’t know what they do in prison 
to those who want to leave [ISIS].” 
Amandine explains, “A sister, her 
husband was killed, because he wanted 
to leave. A bullet in the head.” 
 
She was also upset at ISIS’s provocative 
actions which she felt most impacted 
their own women and children as when 
the coalition forces retaliated for 
European ISIS attacks: “I said to my 
husband, ‘Why is [ISIS committing 
attacks in Europe]? Why they are so 
stupid?’ It’s us who face [the 
repercussions]. [ISIS] do this without 
thinking of us. They are so selfish. They 
don’t really know what is truly, truly 
Islam.” 
 
After being accused by ISIS of being a 
spy for France, Amandine knew she had 
to escape. She and her husband and 
child are now being held by the SDF. She 
now understands the difference 
between ISIS and the religion to which 
she converted: “I love Islam! Islam is 
beautiful. It’s not like [ISIS]. Islam is not 
killing, killing, killing. Islam is about good 
behavior. [ISIS] is not what we believed. 
There, in France, we believed [ISIS] has 
a beautiful [practice of] Islam. It’s fake.” 
She warns others, “It’s useless to come 
to ISIS. ISIS doesn’t care about women. 
They don’t care. [Being in ISIS] is to be 
traumatized and persecuted.” 
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Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video: 

In Islam, every action has certain 
reflection. The action and its reflection 
have to be coherent to the Islamic 
teachings. Fighting the enemy is good, 
but if it reflects upon harm imposed on 
innocents it would be regarded as 
haram, or illegal. Allah says, “If it had 
not been for certain believing men and 
certain believing women whom you did 
not know, you might have trampled 
upon them, and so sin reached you 
because of (killing) them while you did 
not know. In order that Allah admits 
into His Mercy whom He will, had they 
(the believers) been easy to distinguish, 
We would have punished the 
unbelievers among them with a painful 
punishment” (Surah al-Fath, Ayah 25). 
Although it is not right to allege that all 
the western countries are enemies, but 
for the sake of argument let us pretend 
them to be enemies. These countries 
have Muslim population living in them, 
and targeting these countries would 
bring forth a least two reflections, one, 
is the harm of the bombing might reach 
and kill innocent Muslims, let alone 
other innocents of non-Muslims, which 
is haram. Second, is that the attacks will 
enforce restrictions upon the Muslims 
there, and the political and social views 
of them will not be good, which is 
against the Islamic rules. Likewise, as 
many Europeans inside ISIS pointed out 
the retaliatory bombings also harmed 
innocent civilians living under ISIS. 

Coming to a place where you most 
probably will get harm is prohibited. 
Allah says, “Spend in the way of Allah 
and do not cast into destruction with 

your own hands. Be good doers; Allah 
loves the good doers” (Surah al-
Baqarah, Ayah 195). As many 
interviewees pointed out, the leaders of 
ISIS sought power and were willing to 
distort Islamic teachings and harm 
anyone in order to obtain it. Allah has a 
universal law, whereas the unjust and 
oppressive states, like ISIS, are going to 
vanish, as Allah says, “If (only) there had 
been except for a few among them 
whom We saved among the generations 
that have gone before you, some that 
remained forbidding corruption in the 
land, but the wrongdoers pursued the 
ease they had been given to delight in 
and became sinners. Your Lord would 
never destroy the villages unjustly, 
whilst their people were reforming” 
(Surah Hud, Ayah 116-117) 
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Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you think that Amandine is 
telling the truth about her time 
in ISIS? 

• How do you think Amandine felt 
when her parents kicked her out 
of their house after she 
converted? 

• What do you think Amandine 
was hoping to find when she was 
traveling to Syria? 

• What do you think of 
Amandine’s first husband 
abusing her and prohibiting her 
from leaving? 

• Why do you think ISIS mounted 
the severed heads of executed 
people on spikes? Does this 
seem Islamic to you? 

• Why do you think ISIS forced 
unmarried women to stay in 
madhafas?  Does the fact that 
they were dirty and 
overcrowded seem Islamic to 
you? 

• What do you think about ISIS’s 
penchant for accusing 
Westerners of being spies and 
executing those who wanted to 
leave, like the man who was shot 
and killed for wanting to leave 
ISIS? 

• Do you think ISIS was practicing 
a genuine version of Islam or it 
was “fake” as Amandine claims?  
Why or why not? 

• What do you think would have 
prevented Amandine from 
joining ISIS in the first place? 

Transcript of Allah Told Us to Come to 
the Caliphate 
 
I found Islam on my own. 
 
I went to Tunisia 
with a coworker. 
 
I appreciated Islam there, 
and I wanted to convert. 
 
After that, I returned to France.    
I went back to my normal life. 
 
I was into drugs. 
 
After that, I stopped everything. 
I entered into Islam. 
 
I wanted to get married, 
since my family is against Islam. 
 
[My mother] always kicked me out [of 
the house]. 
My family didn’t support me. They hit 
me. 
 
I wanted to escape. 
 
I fell in love with someone. 
 
AMANDINE 
28-year-old French 
ISIS Wife 
 
I was talking on the internet and the 
[French] person 
told me, ‘You have to come here [in 
Syria], 
 
because it's Paradise, 
because Allah told us to come here.’ 
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He told me we would  
get married in Syria. 
 
I flew from  
Istanbul to Antalya. 
 
Two men came  
to get me [into Syria]. 
 
I was going to get married, 
but it did not work so I looked for 
another person. 
 
Another sister told me  
a [French-Moroccan] brother wanted to 
get married. 
 
I saw his picture 
and fell in love with him. 
 
Really. 
 
We lived in Karnak. 
 
I left to ISIS thinking I could  
enjoy the correct Islam,  
 
wear my hijab, 
my veil and all that. 
 
But in fact, I noticed that in ISIS, 
it's not what I was imagining. 
 
The nightmare began. 
 
I’m not a warrior.   
 
I did modeling before. 
 
Suddenly, I found myself with ISIS. 
I wasn’t this person. 
 
Even my parents asked me, 

‘What are you doing there?’ 
 
I heard the [regime] airplane. 
Someone warned me that there was 
bombing. 
 
I started to be scared. 
 
That's when I wanted 
to leave [ISIS], in fact. 
 
[My husband] said, 
‘No! Now you are here!’ 
 
I thought, ‘Even if he hits me, I'll stay 
with him,’ 
because I was very in love with him.   
 
TEXT: After months of abuse,  
Amandine divorced her husband. 
 
TEXT: Amandine later married  
a French-Algerian man. 
 
Because, [without marrying] it was 
impossible  
to leave the madhafa [women’s guest 
house]. 
 
I never stopped crying. 
I told him, ‘I can’t stay here.’ 
 
He said, ‘Ok.’ 
Then he took me to the man in charge 
of the borders. 
 
The border guy told me,  
‘If you come here again, you're going to 
jail.’ 
 
You don’t know what they do in prison  
to those who want to leave [ISIS]. 
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A sister, her husband was killed, 
because he wanted to leave.   
 
A bullet to the head.   
 
Alhamdulillah [Praise Be to Allah], 
I have never seen anyone slaughtered in 
front of me. 
 
I saw heads [on] spikes. 
 
Islam is not like that. 
 
[Islam] is about good behavior, 
not killing, killing, killing. 
 
My son, as soon as he hears the 
airplane,  
he is afraid. 
 
What's the point? 
To terrorize our children? 
 
We want them to grow in good 
behavior.  
We want them to be educated in 
stability. 
 
In ISIS, 
there is nothing at all. 
 
I said to my husband, ‘Why is [ISIS 
committing  
attacks in Europe]? Why they are so 
stupid?’   
 
It's us who face [the repercussions]. 
[ISIS] do this without thinking of us. 
They are so selfish. 
 
They don’t really know  
what is truly, truly Islam. 
 

Four [ISIS] men captured me 
and said, ‘Give me your phone.’ 
 
[I was told] I had been 
under surveillance for [years], in fact. 
 
There were seven testimonies against 
me, 
[charging] that I worked with France. 
 
[The said] I was putting [devices] in the 
buildings  
so they could be bombed. 
 
Right away, we went  
to the desert [to escape ISIS]. 
 
TEXT: Amandine, her husband and her 
child are now detained by the Syrian 
Democratic Forces.    
 
[My husband] doesn’t like France.  
We don’t want to go there,    
 
[because] we want to be  
with our children. 
 
It's not that I don’t like France, 
but I'm afraid my child will be taken 
away from me.  
 
Me, I wanted to go to Algeria with my 
husband but ... after that it's France 
who decides. 
 
That's why I don’t want to go back to 
France. 
I’m scared. 
 
I want to go to Algeria 
with my husband. 
 
I would like to redo everything.  
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I want a quiet life. 
 
I want to continue my studies. 
I’m a caregiver [of my child]. 
 
I love France 
It’s my home country. 
 
I want to come back to France. 
I want my son to be supervised by 
professional people. 
 
I’m not dangerous.  
I’m not looking for disorder. 
 
ISIS, it's not a stable thing. 
 
If you're not like them, they’ll kill you. 
It's a cult. 
 
I love Islam!     
 

Islam is beautiful. It’s not like [ISIS]. 
Islam is not killing, killing, killing. 
 
Islam is about good behavior. 
 
[ISIS] is not what we believed. 
 
There, in France, we believed  
[ISIS] has a beautiful [practice of] Islam. 
 
It's fake. 
 
I would say, ‘Stay at home. 
Learn your religion at home.’ 
 
It's useless to come to ISIS. 
 
ISIS doesn’t care about women.  
They don’t care. 
 
[Being in ISIS] is  
to be traumatized and persecuted. 
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A Germany Family Serving the 
Islamic State in Raqqa 

 
 
 
Speaker – Umm Laura 
 
Nationality – German-Turkish  
 
Age – 31-years-old 
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Main Message – ISIS forbade any 
dissent from their members or from the 
civilians who lived in their territory. 
Consequences for speaking out against 
ISIS’s brutality were cruel, and even if 
people managed to escape, they were 
nevertheless followed by ISIS’s legacy. 
 
Narrative – A Germany Family Serving 
the Islamic State in Raqqa features 31-
year-old German-Turkish Umm Laura, 
who was interviewed by Anne 
Speckhard in February of 2019. The 
video clip was video edited and 
produced by Zack Baddorf and our 
ICSVE team.  
 
Umm Laura says that she and her 
husband never intended to be ISIS 
members when they left Germany to do 
humanitarian work in Syria. Umm Laura, 
explains that as a social worker, “I want 
practical experience.” After getting 
some experience and facing too much 
danger, Umm Laura was ready to go 
home, but her husband wanted to “stay 
longer there. The people, they was very 
friendly. He want to learn the Arabic 
language.” Umm Laura claims that she 
and her husband stayed in Syria to learn 
more about the culture and didn’t know 
what to expect when ISIS took control of 
the area where they were living. 
 
When smugglers refused to bring Umm 
Laura and her husband and baby out of 
Syria, they were told to move to Raqqa. 
She recalls, “They say [to] my husband, 
‘Raqqa is good.’ ‘There are many 
families.’ ‘They bring them food and 
these things.’ I go there because I was 
scared about my life.” 

In Raqqa, Umm Laura and her family 
were isolated in their home. She 
remembers of that time, “I’m [going] 
crazy. I don’t have contact with any 
people. I stay only in home. I have no 
television, no Internet. I have nothing, 
nothing. He say, ‘Only in the morning I 
can go bring you food, because I’m 
scared [of ISIS].’” Once, the family left 
the house to get ice cream. It was then 
that Laura saw a severed head. Umm 
Laura knew that ISIS punishment was 
brutal, and that day she saw it with her 
own eyes: “I was so scared. I don’t want. 
[My husband] speak some words about 
the Caliph. I was scared, because if you 
say something about some people, then 
it can be possible that they can kill you 
maybe. My husband was in the prison. 
They beat him.” 
 
Umm Laura left Syria for Iraq, hoping to 
have a more peaceful life, but “We 
don’t eat good. They don’t bring food in 
this town. How can I cook? We have not 
electric[ity] and we was very thin.” 
Hopeless, Umm Laura and her family 
surrendered to the Kurdish Peshmerga 
in Iraq, who treated her with kindness, 
but she was separated from her 
husband and transferred to a prison in 
Baghdad, where she was later 
sentenced to 17 years. 
 
She explains, “They say [I did] terrorism, 
but I cannot [accept] this. I don’t want 
that [my husband] fight. Never, never.” 
Her primary concern now is for her 
children: “[It’s] not good for my children 
that they are here. It’s finished. We 
can’t bring them to Germany. It’s very 
hard for me, but I want the best for my 
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children […] I have to be strong for my 
children.” She desperately wants to 
return to Germany and advises others 
who may be unhappy there: “Be good in 
your country where you are. Don’t make 
problems because the people, they are 
good to us.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
Hijra [migration to Medina] was an 
obligation on every Muslim in the time 
of the Prophet, peace be upon him, as it 
had two main benefits, the first was to 
save himself from the tyranny and 
injustices of those times, as it is 
forbidden or haram to live under 
tyranny if the Muslim couldn’t change 
the situation. The second benefit was to 
support and strengthen the Islamic 
State [Medina at the time], as it was 
newly built and the internal and 
external dangers were all over the 
place. But this obligation was not 
permanent, as the Prophet, peace be 
upon him, said, “There is no emigration 
after the conquest (of Makkah) but only 
Jihad [(striving and fighting in the cause 
of Allah) will continue] and good 
intention. But, if you are summoned to 
fight, go forth” (Bukhari and Muslim). 
This refers to the jihad that continued at 
that time. Clearly the call for hijrah 
ended. Thus alleging that this obligation 
for hijrah is still obligatory is in clear 
contradiction to this hadith.  
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Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you think that Umm Laura is 
telling the truth about her time 
in ISIS? 

• Why do you think Umm Laura 
decided to go to Syria rather 
than gain practical social work 
experience in Germany? 

• Do you believe that dissent and 
discussion should be allowed in 
Islam? 

• What do you think about that 
ISIS would leave a severed head 
in an area where families get ice 
cream? 

• Does it seem Islamic that Umm 
Laura’s husband was put in ISIS 
prison for speaking against the 
Caliph? 

• Is it Islamic to punish people 
who want to leave the Islamic 
State? 

• Do you agree with the sentence 
the Iraqis gave Umm Laura? 

• Do you think that Umm Laura’s 
children will ever be able to have 
a normal life? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transcript of A Germany Family Serving 
the Islamic State in Raqqa 
 
My husband,  
he liked Iraqi culture. 
 
He say to me, 
‘Go and learn some foods, how they 
live.’ 
 
TEXT: In 2013, Umm Laura and her 
husband  
went from Germany to a Syrian town  
near the Turkish border to do 
humanitarian work. 
 
Because of my social work,  
I want practical experience.   
 
After this, [I want] to 
go back [to] Germany. 
 
My husband, he helped people [with] 
food and clothes. 
Then my husband he want stay longer 
there. 
 
The people, they was very friendly. 
He want to learn the Arabic language. 
 
UMM LAURA 
31-year-old German-Turkish 
ISIS Wife 
 
But we don’t come to ISIS. 
We don’t come because to fight. 
 
We don’t come because 
Khalifa [Caliph] say, ‘Come.’ 
 
I was born in Germany 
and this was different for me. 
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I feel alone. 
I miss my family in Germany. 
 
It was hard [with] 
the planes over us. 
 
They say, ‘Ok, it’s good. 
You can live here with your family.’ 
 
But [my husband] don’t want 
[to] stay there forever. 
 
TEXT: ISIS took control  
of their area in 2014. 
 
The situation  
was dangerous. 
 
My husband want bring me and him 
back to Germany. 
 
They say, 
‘No, my car is full.’ 
 
I was scared about my life. 
I thought I die. 
 
I have  
one baby. 
 
They say [to] my husband, 
‘Raqqa is good.’ 
 
‘There are  
many families.’ 
 
‘They bring them food 
and these things.’ 
 
I go there because I was 
scared about my life. 
 

TEXT: Umm Laura said she and her 
husband 
lived in the town as civilians,  
not as ISIS fighters or members. 
 
[My husband] say, 
‘It’s not easy to go back.’ 
 
It’s possible that  
they bring me to the prison. 
 
It’s possible that  
they can kill me and [my] children. 
 
I’m a woman and I have children. 
I cannot live here. 
 
I’m [going] crazy. I don’t have contact 
with any people. I stay only in home. 
 
I have no television, no Internet. 
I have nothing, nothing. 
 
He say, ‘Only in the morning I can go 
bring you food, 
because I’m scared [of ISIS].’ 
 
I was one time with my husband, 
with my children. 
 
We eat ice cream. 
 
I saw this head. 
 
I was so scared. 
 
I don’t want. 
 
[My husband] speak 
some words about the Caliph. 
 
I was scared, because if you say 
something  
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about some people, 
 
then it can possible that 
they can kill you maybe. 
 
My husband was in the prison. They 
beat him. 
This was too much, this life. 
 
TEXT: Umm Laura and her husband  
moved to Tal Afar in Iraq,  
seeking a more normal life. 
 
My husband, he say, ‘It’s finished. 
Maybe we can go to Peshmerga.’ 
 
TEXT: Umm Laura and her family fled  
and hid in an abandoned house. 
 
We don’t  
eat good. 
 
They don’t bring food 
in this town. 
 
How can I cook? We have not 
electric[ity] 
and we was very thin. 
 
TEXT: Umm Laura and her family 
surrendered to the Peshmerga. 
 
I don’t  
have water. 
 
My children, they don’t have shoes. 
I walk. It was very hard. 
 
I saw some women they died, 
because it was hot. They don’t have 
water. 
 
TEXT: Umm Laura was separated  

from her husband after he was injured. 
 
[The Peshmerga] give us water. 
They was very friendly to us. 
 
Two weeks after, we go to the prison in 
Tal Kiv. 
Now here, Baghdad. 
 
TEXT: Umm Laura was sentenced to 17 
years 
in prison for being an ISIS member.  
She doesn’t know what happened  
to her husband. 
 
They say [I did] terrorism, 
but I cannot [accept] this. 
 
I don’t want that  
[my husband] fight. Never, never. 
 
[It’s] not good for my children that they 
are here. 
It’s finished. We can’t bring them to 
Germany. 
 
It’s very hard for me, 
but I want the best for my children. 
 
I don’t remember my past,  
because when I think too much, 
 
then I cry. 
I can maybe [become] ill. 
 
That’s why  
I look in my future. 
 
I have to be strong for my children, 
only for my children. 
 
In Germany, if the people are good to 
you, 
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you have your family, why you go [to 
ISIS]? 
 
I don’t like this attacks in Germany. 
I don’t say this is good. 
 
Be good in your country 
where you are.  
 

Don’t make problems because the 
people, 
they are good to us. 
 
It’s not like this that they say, ‘You are 
Muslim. 
You, we don’t like you. No, I think it’s 
good.’ 
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A German Finds His Calling in the 
Islamic State Caliphate 

 
 
 
Speaker – Soufian 
 
Nationality – German  
 
Age – 37 years old 
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Main Message – ISIS portrayed itself as 
a pure Islamic utopia. This promise was 
especially attractive to naïve young 
converts who felt that they had finally 
found meaning and acceptance in Islam. 
ISIS twisted the religion to manipulate 
their recruits, who later found that ISIS 
was not Islamic at all. 
 
Narrative – A German Finds His Calling 
in the Islamic State Caliphate features 
37-year-old German Soufian, who was 
interviewed by Anne Speckhard in 
August of 2018. The video clip was video 
edited and produced by our ICSVE team.  
 
Soufian had an experience like no other 
the first time he went to a masjid. He 
remembers, “Everyone is looking at me, 
and I feel like a prince, something 
special.” He says he finally felt accepted: 
“There was something in this room 
what gives me a very comfortable 
feeling.” Comparing the people whom 
he met at the masjid to those from his 
previous lifestyle, Soufian says, “I felt 
these people, they was not like the 
people in the discotheque. They want to 
help me without interest for something 
else.” 
 
Soufian’s experience praying at the 
masjid was deeply moving: “One 
[imam], he pronounced the azan [call to 
prayer]. My skin started going up like 
electricity, what I never heard in my life 
like this. All my body is electricity from 
the first time when he said, ‘Allahu 
Akbar.’” As he began the physical 
process of praying, Soufian’s feelings 
intensified. He recalls, “I stand with 
them. I don’t know how to pray, but I 
just make the same movement. This 

electricity come again, and it doesn’t 
stop and it was all over my body.” 
 
After such a profound experience, 
Soufian was eager to join the Islamic 
State, where he believed “that if you do 
this what Allah say, then Allah will be 
happy with you.” When the concept of 
becoming a suicide bomber was 
broached, however, Soufian realized 
that he had been naïve, explaining, 
“They give you this mindset: ‘You have 
to protect you and your family and this 
religion.’ They take you on your 
believing. A lot of people they don’t 
know Islam properly, and they’re just 
naïve. If it’s not according to Quran and 
Sunnah, it’s wrong.” He realized that 
while he had travelled to the ISIS 
Caliphate to live, many others had gone 
there to die, believing they would go to 
Jannah if they died fighting for ISIS or 
carried out suicide attacks. Soufian 
knew that dying in a suicide mission 
would not lead to Jannah. 
 
Now, he advises other new converts, “If 
you want to be Muslim, learn your 
religion and learn it not from new 
scholars. Learn it from [the Prophet 
Muhammed]. Take tafsir [explanations] 
from al-Tabari, from the oldest, oldest 
of the Sahabah [followers of Prophet 
Muhammed].” Soufian yearns to follow 
his own advice: “I want to learn Islam 
like the Prophet was teaching it. The 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), he was 
making also jihad […] The organization 
who claim to be on the understanding 
of the Prophet Muhammed (PBUH), but 
they don’t do it.” He continues, “I just 
want to make a new life and learn my 
religion and make my ibadah [worship]. 
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[I] don’t want to hurt anyone. I wish for 
everyone the good.” 
 
Soufian’s new perspective leads him to 
speak with compassion about the ISIS 
members who manipulated and mislead 
him: “I wish for them that they find the 
guidance, and that they will in the end 
die as a Muslim and go to Jannah.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video: 
 
Muslims are called to serve together in 
community, upholding one another.  
While groups like ISIS separate families 
and tell youth to travel to faraway lands 
to fight jihad, Islam actually exhorts 
them to support their families and not 
to get involved in conflicts that have 
nothing to do with the religion. For 
example, a companion of the Prophet 
named Abdullah ibn 'Amr also said, "A 
man came to the Prophet, may Allah 
bless him and grant him peace, wanting 
to do jihad. The Prophet asked, 'Are 
your parents alive?' 'Yes,' he replied. 
The Prophet answered him, 'Then exert 
yourself on their behalf.'" Bukhari, al-
Adab al-Mufrad, book No.1 hadith 
No.20.  
ISIS leadership was harsh and punitive 
but the the Prophet also said: “The 
believer is likable, easily approachable, 
and pleasant when approaching others. 
And there is no good in one who is 
difficult to approach and harsh with 
others. And the best of people are those 
who are most beneficial to people.” Al-
Albani/al-Silsila al-Sahiha, hadith No. 
425.  
 
The Qur’an helps to identify tyrants 
saying that they oppress their people 
while telling them that they are guiding 
them to the right path. For example, 
Allah told us about Pharaoh, “Pharaoh 
said: 'I only let you see what I see. I 
guide you to the path of righteousness!” 
(Surah Ghafir, Ayah 29), while Allah 
reveals the reality of Pharaoh when He 
said, “For Pharaoh had misled his 
nation, and did not guide them” (Surah 
Taha, Ayah 79).  
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ISIS portrays itself as a true Islamic 
state, it takes the ostensible meaning of 
the sacred texts and applies it to what it 
does, promoting violence and brutality 
as a means to gaining power to rule the 
people. The Qur’an warns us that 
appearances do not necessarily reflect 
what is true, and we can see that clearly 
in the story of Moses with the good man 
in surah al-kahaf (the cave), ayahs 71-
82. The Qur’an tells us that wrong and 
evil doers always think that they are 
doing good things, as it clearly says, 
“Say: 'Shall we tell you of those who are 
the greatest losers in deeds? (They are) 
those whose striving in this world go 
astray, while they think that what they 
are doing are good deeds. Those are 
they who disbelieve the verses of their 
Lord and deny that they will ever meet 
Him when their deeds have failed. On 
the Day of Resurrection, We shall not 
give any weight to them. Hell is their 
recompense; because they disbelieved 
and mocked My verses, and My 
Messengers” (Surah al-kahaf, Ayah 103-
106). 
 
The Muslim has to reflect on the 
oppressive deeds of ISIS and what Allah 
and His messenger, peace be upon him, 
said to know the truth and to be 
acquainted with the righteous path. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you think that Soufian is 
telling the truth about his time in 
ISIS? 

• What do you think of the power 
of religious experiences, like the 
electricity Soufian felt in his first 
experience of prayer?   

• Can these religious feelings be 
manipulated by groups such as 
ISIS and what can be done to 
protect against being 
manipulated? 

• Do you agree with Soufian that 
ISIS was only pretending to 
follow the way of the Prophet? 

• What do you think could have 
prevented Soufian from joining 
ISIS in the first place? 

• Do you believe a suicide bomber 
goes to Jannah?  Why or why 
not?  What about his sender? 
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Transcript of A German Finds His 
Calling in the Islamic State Caliphate 
 
I went with these people  
who organize this to this masjid, 
 
and then I sit also on a chair and 
all of them sitting on the floor. 
 
Everyone is looking at me, 
and I feel like a prince, something 
special. 
 
SOUFIAN 
37-year-old German 
Former ISIS Fighter 
 
There was something in this room  
what gives me a very comfortable 
feeling. 
 
Then, one [imam], he pronounced 
the azan [call to prayer]. 
 
My skin start going up like electricity,  
what I never heard in my life like this. 
 
All my body is electricity from the first 
time 
when he said, ‘Allahu Akbar, Allahu 
Akbar.’ 
 
Why I never had this like this? 
 
If I hear maybe Mariah Carey or 
something,  
maybe you get this electricity, but not at 
all like this azan. 
 
Then the imam he start to make the 
prayer, 
and they said to me, ‘Come on. Pray 
with us.’ 

I think, ‘Okay, no problem.’ 
 
I stand with them. I don’t know how to 
pray, 
but I just make the same movement.    
 
This electricity come again and it 
doesn’t stop  
and it was all over my body. 
 
Step by step, I split more and more and 
more  
into the direction to Islam. 
 
I felt these people, they was not like  
the people in the discotheque. 
 
They want to help me  
without interest for something else. 
 
TEXT: Soufian joined ISIS in 2015.  
Once he arrived, he found things  
weren’t Islamic under ISIS. 
 
I had this in my mind that  
I think I want to go to Jannah [Paradise]. 
 
You have this understanding that if you 
do this  
what Allah say, then Allah will be happy 
with you. 
 
In the end, 
you learn more about the religion, 
 
and I recognize I’m not ready at all to 
die, 
because I’m naïve. 
 
I remember that if you are, as example, 
in the prayer in the masjid [mosque], 
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there was some people sometimes, they 
say,  
‘Who want to [push the button for a 
suicide mission]?’   
 
‘Who want to make [a martyrdom 
mission]?’ 
 
I don’t agree with this, 
that you can kill yourself. 
 
According to the ayat [verse] of the 
Quran is that,  
if you have your enemy in front of you, 
you attack him, 
 
because you are in war with him  
and you die on this fighting. 
 
According to the Quran,  
Allah say that you’ll go to Jannah. 
 
What is this suicide bombing? 
 
As example, I do this. I sit in the car. 
Then what I do?  
I push the button. I push the button. 
 
The car explodes. I kill myself, 
and then the explosion kill the other 
one, right? 
 
Is this the ayah? 
I don’t see this. 
 
They sit there and 
they speak about the situation. 
 
They give you this mindset: 
‘You have to protect you and your 
family and this religion.’ 
 
They take you on your believing. 

A lot of people they don’t know Islam 
properly, 
and they’re just naïve. 
 
If it’s not according to Quran and 
Sunnah, 
it’s wrong. 
 
This is not what I understand 
from this ayat. 
 
I see this so clearly. 
 
I put my hand on my head for how 
stupid  
I was that I joined this, that I entered to 
this. 
 
But actually, I think, in this time, 
the people, they don’t go to this place 
to live. 
 
These people go actually to this place to 
die there, 
because they think they go to Jannah. 
 
If you want to be Muslim, learn your 
religion  
and learn it not from new scholars. 
 
Learn it from [the Prophet Muhammed].  
Take tafsir [explanations] from al-
Tabari, 
 
from the oldest, oldest of 
the Sahabah [followers of Prophet 
Muhammed]. 
 
Learn it from the truth 
if you want to learn it. 
 
I want to learn Islam 
like the Prophet was teaching it. 
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The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), 
he was making also jihad. 
 
The Quran has these things,  
something what I can’t regret, not 
remove. 
 
The organization who claim to be on the 
understanding 
of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), but 
they don’t do it. 
 
They use this actually, 
 
and maybe also get used from other 
organizations,  
countries or something like this for their 
interest. 
 
I am a person. I just want to make a new 
life  

and learn my religion and make my 
ibadah [worship]. 
 
[I] don’t want to hurt anyone. 
I wish for everyone the good,   
 
Even if people kills. 
 
Also people who I was loving, 
I wish for them that they find the 
guidance, 
 
and that they will in the end 
die as a Muslim and go to Jannah. 
 
Even for the Christians, the Jews,  
the everyone else who is not Muslim, 
 
I wish for them the good thing. 
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A German Islamic State Wife 
 
 
Speaker – Umm Said 
 
Nationality – German 
 
Age – 22 years old  
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Main Message – ISIS took advantage of 
people who did not understand Islam, 
and once the people realized that ISIS 
was not a true Islamic State, they were 
prevented from leaving. ISIS imprisoned, 
tortured, and killed anyone who dared 
to disagree with them, and their corrupt 
leadership ate well while their people 
starved. 
 
Narrative – A German Islamic State Wife 
features 22-year-old German Umm Said, 
who was interviewed by Anne 
Speckhard in August of 2019. The video 
clip was video edited and produced by 
our ICSVE team.  
 
Umm Said was a new convert to Islam in 
business school when she first heard 
about the conflict in Syria. She recounts, 
“I talk in school about these fights, 
about Bashar, and how he kills these 
little kids and stuff.” Umm Said met a 
man online who “showed me one video. 
It was of [shariah and military training] 
in Iraq. I thought this is the real Islamic 
State.” 
 
Umm Said and her husband were 
separated for a month while he trained 
with ISIS, but their life after that was 
relatively peaceful. Still, they wanted to 
go home. She recalls, “In the beginning, 
we tried to ask [if we] can go back, but 
they forbid us. In this time, we thought, 
‘Okay, maybe this is, like, forbidden in 
Islam, so we stayed.’” Later, however, 
Umm Said and her husband were not as 
keen to stay, even though they didn’t 
understand if leaving was unIslamic. 
They soon learned that ISIS was not 
Islamic at all, but was only concerned 
with power and violence: “I was 

pregnant with my daughter, and then 
we tried to run away. But this 
[smuggler] works together with the [ISIS 
secret police] […] I was just afraid he 
gonna kill me, because they say, ‘We 
forgive you for what you did.’ But, if you 
make second time, we kill you.” She 
continues, “I said I just run away 
because of bombs. [My husband] was in 
prison. He say it’s very bad there […] 
How he looked after, it was not good.” 
 
Reflecting on what she and others 
uneducated in Islam may have thought 
about ISIS from the outside looking in, 
Umm Said explains, “Maybe the people, 
they think it’s maybe Islam, because 
they wear hijab and they, like, the 
masjid [mosque]. It’s like an apple. It’s 
outside very red and nice, but if you 
open, everything is black. Like, it’s just 
propaganda.” She recalls, “I just saw 
sometimes, if you go to buy stuff, you 
see these dead people. This is not nice. 
When I saw them, they was lying on the 
ground, and the kids play with them.” 
 
Umm Said says that her husband was 
imprisoned for trying to open a shop 
and that her husband’s friend was killed 
in prison. His crime, she says, was that 
he “tried to learn Islam, and then he 
realized this [ISIS] is not Islam.” As the 
bombings got worse, so did Umm Said’s 
life: “There was no food. Your kids are 
just suffering in front of your eyes. They 
are sick. They are cold. They are 
bombing. I tried to, like, save the lives of 
my kids. In the end, I thought we die 
from hunger.” 
 
Umm Said and her family were eating 
grass, and the inequality in ISIS was 
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clear. The Iraqi leadership “have the big 
storeroom. There was a lot of flour. The 
women, they came and they picked up 
the flour from the ground. There was 
even dirt and the metal inside. The 
Iraqis, they came and they say, ‘Go 
away from this. It’s haram [forbidden] 
what you take like this.’” 
 
The family surrendered to the Syrian 
Democratic Forces, and, looking back, 
Umm Said understands that “they 
tricked us. It was the biggest lie, what 
they did with us, with all of us […] I did 
so many big mistakes, and I don’t want 
to be [in] more trouble. I want [a] 
normal life. I don’t want to be this [ISIS] 
woman.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video: 
 
The attitudes of ISIS and groups alike 
are in pure contradiction with the core 
Islamic teachings and values. They take 
good care of the appearances but 
ignore the internal, which is the most 
important thing. In this regard Prophet 
Muhammed, peace be upon him said, 
“How many are there with disheveled 
hair, covered with dust, possessing two 
cloths, whom no one pays any mind to - 
if he swears by Allah then He shall fulfill 
it. Among them is Al-Bara bin Malik” 
(Tirmithi, book 49, hadith 4227). This 
hadith stresses the importance of the 
internal, and shows that it is more 
important than the external 
appearance.  
 
ISIS people have two faces, a good and 
smiling face, which they use with their 
companions and colleagues, and a 
brutal and angry face with other normal 
and simple people. Prophet 
Muhammed, peace be upon him, said, 
“Those who were excellent in the Days 
of Ignorance are excellent in Islam 
provided they acquire the knowledge 
and understanding of the religion. You 
will find the best people in it (Islam) 
those who had a deep hatred (for 
leadership). You will find the worst 
among the people a double-faced 
person who appears to some people 
with one face and to others with 
another face” (Bukhari and Muslim). 
Moreover, ISIS and other extremist 
groups give promises that they can’t 
keep, and when they are in danger, they 
leave everybody to die and flee to a safe 
place, and when they disagree with 
other people, even if they were 
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Muslims, ISIS people will curse and 
damn them. These attitudes are pure 
hypocrisy, as Prophet Muhammed, 
peace be upon him, said, “There are 
three signs of a hypocrite: When he 
speaks, he lies; when he makes a 
promise, he breaks it; and when he is 
trusted, he betrays his trust” (Riyadh al-
salihin, 199).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you think that Umm Said is 
telling the truth about her time 
in ISIS? 

• Why do you think ISIS would 
target new converts to Islam for 
recruitment? 

• What do you think of ISIS’s 
refusal to let those who joined 
ISIS leave if they no longer liked 
it? 

• Do you think it’s Islamic to 
threaten to kill and to torture 
those who try to leave an Islamic 
State? 

• What do you think about the 
Iraqi leadership hoarding their 
food while the others starved? 

• Do you think that Umm Said’s 
children will ever have a normal 
life? 

• What do you think Umm Said’s 
life will be like if she ever gets to 
return to Germany? 

• What do you think would have 
prevented Umm Said and her 
husband from joining ISIS in the 
first place? 
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Transcript of A German Islamic State 
Wife 
 
I went to business school. 
 
[I heard about Syria]  
on the Internet. 
 
I talk in school about these fights, about 
Bashar, 
and how he kills these little kids and 
stuff. 
 
And then after this, 
I research what’s happen there in Syria. 
 
UMM SAID 
22-year-old German 
ISIS Wife 
 
I convert to Islam little bit before, so I 
was, like, very interested and stuff, 
because it’s a Muslim country. 
 
I watched one or two [ISIS] videos. 
In this time, it was kind of difficult to 
find the videos. 
 
So he showed me one video. 
It was of [shariah and military training] 
in Iraq. 
 
TEXT: Umm Said met her husband over 
the Internet.  
Together they decided to join ISIS in 
2014. 
 
I thought this 
is the real Islamic State.   
 
We came to Antalia [in Turkey]. 
 
We went to Gazientep.  

And then, after Gazientep, 
we went to Syria. 
 
I went to one house. 
There was some, like, women living. 
 
He left me there for one month,  
and then he came back. 
 
TEXT: Umm Said’s husband had gone 
through 
military and shariah training. 
 
He thought I will cry 
and say, ‘Let us go back.’ 
 
In this time, it was like no bombing and 
stuff.   
[We lived in] al Rai. It was [a] little 
village. 
 
There was normal people — Turkish and 
Turkmens.  
So it was normal living there. 
 
Actually, in the beginning, we tried to 
ask  
[if we] can go back, but they forbid us. 
 
In this time, we thought,  
‘Okay, maybe this is, like, forbidden in 
Islam, so we stayed.’ 
 
And also I was afraid of  
these mines on the way. 
  
And then [in 2016] we went to Raqqa  
after [the Free Syrian Army] came.   
 
[It] was not good.   
 
I was pregnant with my daughter,  
and then we tried to run away. 
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But this [smuggler] works together 
with the [ISIS secret police]. 
 
They put me in one house for few days  
with the wives of the emir. 
 
I was just afraid he gonna kill me, 
because they say, ‘We forgive you for 
what you did.’ 
 
But, if you make second time, 
we kill you. 
 
He let me free. 
I said I just run away because of bombs. 
 
[My husband] was in prison. 
He say it’s very bad there. 
 
He was two times there. The second 
time he told me 
little bit about it, but the first time, not 
so much. 
 
I think he don’t like to  
tell me this. 
 
How he looked after, 
it was not good. 
 
Really, we all [were afraid]. 
After this, it was just like hiding from 
them. 
 
TEXT: Umm Said says the Islamic State 
was not really Islamic. 
 
For outside maybe the people, they 
think it’s maybe Islam, because they 
wear hijab and they, like, the masjid 
[mosque]. 
 

It’s like an apple. It’s outside very red 
and nice, 
but if you open, everything is black. 
 
Like, it’s just a propaganda video. 
Inside, it was not at all like this. 
 
Everything. Like how the people are.  
How they acting. 
 
How they say they make shariah and 
stuff. 
It was not like this.   
 
Like, in Raqqa, it was so many people 
like [from] every country, 
  
and they all have 
their own thinking of Islam  
 
and everything comes together  
and it was just worse. 
 
I just saw sometimes, if you go to buy 
stuff, 
you see these dead people. This is not 
nice. 
 
When I saw them, they was lying on the 
ground,  
and the kids play with them. 
 
[My husband] tried to make open one 
shop  
and sell books and perfume and stuff. 
 
But the emni, they closed it, 
and then they put him in prison again. 
 
They killed [my husband’s friend]. 
Like, he was in prison and then he died. 
 
[This man] tried to learn Islam, 

305



 
 

and then he realized this [ISIS] is not 
Islam. 
 
TEXT: Umm Said traveled from town to 
town,  
trying to find a safe place away from the 
fighting. 
 
There was so much bombing. Bashar 
bombed so much. 
We went out to Gharaneej.   
 
There was no food. Your kids are just 
suffering  
in front of your eyes. They are sick. They 
are cold.  
 
They are bombing. I tried to, like,  
save the lives of my kids. 
 
In the end, I thought 
we die from hunger.  
 
[The Iraqi ISIS leaders] had actually 
everything. 
In the end, I was so much fighting with 
them. 
 
I told them, ‘Yeah, you are good. Your 
kids are good. 
You have everything, but we have 
nothing.’ 
 
And here I was, I live in madhafa 
[womens’ house], 
and we just eating this grass from 
outside. 
 
You know, we cut  
and then we cooked this on water. 
 
They swear by Allah [that] they don’t 
have anything,  

they give everything. 
 
But if you see, they have the big 
storeroom.  
There was a lot of flour. 
 
The women, they came and they picked 
up 
the flour from the ground.   
 
There was even dirt 
and the metal inside. 
 
The Iraqis, they came and they say, ‘Go 
away from this.  
It’s haram [forbidden] what you take 
like this.’ 
 
And then I walked out. 
 
TEXT: Umm Said walked with her 
husband  
and two children through mined areas 
to surrender to the Syrian Democratic 
Forces. 
 
I don’t think 
[ISIS are] really Muslims. 
 
I think these Iraqis, they make this 
just to be in power, you know? 
 
I think these are just people from 
Saddam Hussein. 
I’m honest. 
 
They tricked us. It was the biggest lie,  
what they did with us, with all of us. 
  
The Iraqis, they call us and we go in Iraq, 
sometimes in prison, you know? 
 
They are play[ing] a game. 
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And when I saw this video from Abu 
Bakr al Baghdadi,  
he calls himself, he’s Caliph. 
 
He’s not even in this place.   
 
He’s not any Caliph. 
It’s just one Iraqi man who wants 
power. 
 
[My son is] one year and seven months. 
 
He has psychological [issues]  

and [my daughter] also. 
 
She is so afraid of the people here,  
of the soldiers. She’s really afraid. 
 
I did so many big mistakes, 
 
and I don’t want 
to be [in] more trouble. 
 
I want [a] normal life. 
I don’t want to be this [ISIS] woman. 
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Following the Quran and Sunnah in 
the Islamic State Caliphate 

 
 
 
Speaker – Soufian 
 
Nationality – German  
 
Age – 37-years-old 
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Main Message – From the outside 
looking in, ISIS may seem like a group 
that follows Islamic law as put forth in 
the Quran and Sunnah, especially to 
those who do not have extensive 
knowledge of Arabic and Islam. For 
those who believe that immigrating to 
ISIS will help them live a pure Islamic 
life, shock sets in almost immediately 
when they find that they will be forced 
to fight under threat of death. 
 
Narrative – Following the Quran and 
Sunnah in the Islamic State Caliphate 
features 37-year-old German Soufian, 
who was interviewed by Anne 
Speckhard in August of 2018. The video 
clip was video edited and produced by 
our ICSVE team.  
 
Soufian was a devout Muslim living in 
Germany when he heard about ISIS. He 
was impressed when he observed from 
the outside that, “They take the Quran 
and the Sunnah as their law.” So, he 
traveled to Syria in the hopes of living 
according to Islamic law. Instead, he 
learned that he would be forced to fight 
for ISIS, and that if he refused, “they will 
take you maybe into prison. They will 
have thoughts about you. ‘You are 
maybe a spy.’” 
 
Soon after arriving in ISIS territory, 
Soufian met an American man who had 
similarly traveled to Syria in search of an 
Islamic life. Soufian recalls, “He said, ‘I 
didn’t found here Islam.’ He was so 
upset about all this situation.” Soufian 
says that his American friend was 
imprisoned by ISIS for refusing to fight, 
and when he was released, “He was 
selling cakes just to have food. If you 

don’t work with them, you have no 
money.” 
 
As Soufian explains, it was possible to 
live in ISIS territory as the American did, 
but that it was impossible to leave: “If 
you escape and they catch you, what 
they do with you? [They kill you.] I saw 
this one time in real. I saw dead people 
on the ground. I saw dead people who 
was like [crucified].” On the crucified 
bodies hung signs that accused the 
person of spying. “We never saw a 
judge,” recalls Soufian. All that was 
needed for proof was an accusation by 
an ISIS member. 
 
Living in ISIS was a miserable existence, 
recounts Soufian: “I don’t know anyone 
has the idea how it is if the F-16 come 
over you and you sitting in your house. 
You have nothing. You just wait and you 
think, ‘Okay, maybe I die now.’ Just 
waiting for your death.” 
 
Soufian is now detained by the Syrian 
Democratic Forces, and he is scared of 
what his future holds: “Maybe [the 
Syrian regime] will torture you until they 
kill you […] If this information go to ISIS, 
maybe they hunt me and kill me.” If he 
is allowed to return home, he swears, “I 
will not make any problems. [I swear to 
Allah] I just want to be with my wife, 
with my son, with my mother and my 
father, and go back to work, live a 
normal life.” This normal life, he says, 
will be one according to the true Islam: 
“I want just learn my religion for myself 
[so] that I die as a Muslim. I have no 
intention to fight or hurt anyone at all. 
In the opposite, I want to help the 
people.” To anyone who believes that 
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ISIS rules by the laws of Islam, Soufian 
advises, “Join the knowledge. If you 
want to learn Islam, learn Islam. Learn 
first Arabic, properly Arabic, [so] that 
you understand the Quran and the 
Sunnah.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
Killing in Islam is one of the gravest sins, 
as Prophet Muhammed, peace be upon 
him, said, “Killing a believer is more 
grievous before Allah than the 
extinction of the whole world” (Suanan 
al-Nasa’I, book 37, hadith 23). Allah 
strictly warned against killing a believer, 
as he said, “The recompense for he who 
kills a believer deliberately is Hell, he is 
eternal there. Allah will be angry with 
him and will curse him and prepare for 
him a great punishment” (Surah al-Nisa’, 
Ayah 93). 
 
Scaring a believer also is a huge sin. So 
how could putting headless corpses in 
public places, as ISIS does, be regarded 
as Islamic? It is terrorizing and is against 
Islam, for the Prophet (PBUH) said: “It is 
forbidden for a Muslim to terrorize 
another Muslim” and he said: “Do not 
terrorize a Muslim, for terrorizing a 
Muslim is a great unjustice” (Sunan Abi 
Dawud, book 43, hadith 232). 
 
Understanding Qur’an and Sunna is not 
an easy task, as it takes long years of 
study and practice under 
knowledgeable scholars. These scholars 
must give the apprentice a certificate 
called an Ijazah, which tells that he is 
worthy of reading and understanding 
sacred texts. As Soufian warns, don’t 
follow “new” scholars, those that pop 
out of nowhere claiming to know Islam. 
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Discussion Questions: 

• How did you feel watching this
video?

• Do you think that Soufian is
telling the truth about his time in
ISIS?

• Why do you think that Soufian
thought that ISIS was living
according to the laws of Islam?

• Does it seem Islamic that Soufian
was forced to fight for ISIS?

• What do you think about that
ISIS killed people who try to
leave?

• How do you judge if a group is
really following the laws of
Islam?

• ISIS claims to represent the real
Islam, do you think that they are
real Muslims? Why or why not?

Transcript of Following the Quran and 
Sunnah in the Islamic State Caliphate 

Allah say Hukom Ella lel Allah. 
This means a Muslim has to live with the 
Quran and Sunnah. 

This was what I saw from outside. 

They take the Quran and 
the Sunnah as their law. 

But actually in the same time,  
who is actually the ISIS fighters? 

They go into the katiba [military unit], 
and you have to go to this place. 

They will take you maybe 
into prison.   

SOUFIAN 
37-year-old German
Former ISIS Fighter

They will have thoughts about you. 
‘You are maybe a spy.’ 

What you are? Why you don’t want to 
fight? 
What is wrong with you? 

There’s also American guy I know. 

Everyone knows him, 
because he just want to go out. 

He said, ‘I didn’t found here Islam.’ 
He was so upset about all this situation. 

He came to Syria and then he was long 
time in prison 
and then they let him out. 
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He was selling cakes just to have food. 
If you don’t work with them, you have 
no money. 
 
You can live your life in this area, 
but you can’t escape from this place. 
 
If you escape and they catch you,  
what they do with you? [They kill you.] 
 
I saw this one time in real. 
I saw dead people on the ground. 
 
I saw dead people  
who was like [crucified]. 
 
I saw this and there was then  
a message always on this. 
 
It says, ‘Spies for Tahaluf [Coalition] 
or something like this.’ 
 
We never saw a judge. 
 
If you are on the truth, you have no 
problem.  
You don’t need to hide this, because 
you have the proof. 
 
So show this to the people. 
This is the proof.   
 
Now this is the, 
this is the punishment. 
 
From outside, you see, 
‘Yes, this is Islam.’ 
 
But if you look behind this, you will see 
a lot of things 
what has nothing to do with Islam. 
 
If you get bombed ... .   

I don’t know anyone has the idea how it 
is  
if the F-16 come over you and you 
sitting in your house. 
 
You have nothing. You just wait, 
and you think, ‘Okay, maybe I die now.’ 
 
Just waiting for your death. 
 
TEXT: Soufian was eventually able to 
escape ISIS and is now detained by  
the Syrian Democratic Forces. 
 
The prison by himself is something  
what a person can accept. 
 
But not to know  
what is in the future. 
 
Maybe you will be sended back to this 
organization. 
Maybe they kill you. 
 
Many people sended back to Syria,  
maybe to Bashar. 
 
Maybe you die there.  
Maybe they will torture you until they 
kill you. 
 
Maybe I make something now  
[that] can be very dangerous for my life. 
 
If this information go to ISIS,  
maybe they hunt me and kill me. 
 
What was happen that  
they killed a lot of Muslims in secret. 
 
I don’t know what  
will be in my future. 
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Can I just ask Allah and everyone who is 
in charge 
to make the decision to let me go out? 
 
Please give me new chance, 
and I will not make any problems. 
 
[I swear to Allah] I just want to be with 
my wife,  
with my son, with my mother and my 
father, 
 
and go back to work, 
live a normal life. 
 
Try to make my ibadah [worship],  
be Muslim and that’s it. 
 
It’s not 100 percent sure that you pray,  
you make everything and then you think 
you’re good. 
 
Maybe Allah thinks  
something else from you. 
 
Don’t be too self-confidence with 
yourself.  

We are all humans make mistakes.   
 
Join the knowledge.   
 
If you want to learn Islam, learn Islam.  
Learn first Arabic, properly Arabic, 
 
[so] that you understand 
the Quran and the Sunnah. 
 
This is what I think  
about for my future. 
 
I want just learn my religion for myself  
[so] that I die as a Muslim. 
 
I have no intention  
to fight or hurt anyone at all. 
 
In the opposite, I want to help the 
people.  
I want to be someone who help the 
people. 
 
Maybe make shoes for them, 
make prosthetics for them. 
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I Ask Allah to Die as a Muslim 
 
 
 
Speaker – Soufian 
 
Nationality – German  
 
Age – 37-years-old 
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Main Message – ISIS claims to be 
representative of the true Islam, but 
they reveal themselves to be nothing 
more than brutal tyrants when they 
imprison and execute scholars whose 
only crime is questioning the 
righteousness of killing civilians. ISIS 
manipulates Islam for their own gain 
and destroys the lives of people who 
once believed in them. 
 
Narrative – I Ask Allah to Die as a 
Muslim features 37-year-old German 
Soufian, who was interviewed by Anne 
Speckhard in August of 2018. The video 
clip was video edited and produced by 
our ICSVE team.  
 
Soufian is a devout Muslim. He explains 
his faith by saying, “For me it’s clear 
that there’s just one who created 
everything. Something, even if I don’t 
know, it’s something in me. I learn step 
by step, step by step, and then I read 
the Quran. I read some ahadith.” It is no 
wonder, then, that while living in ISIS’s 
so-called Caliphate, he befriended an 
Islamic scholar, one who initially 
believed in ISIS’s doctrine: “He was 
saying things what the people who are 
not Muslims, they will not like this. He 
was talking about attacks in outside [the 
West] and these kind of things.” At the 
time, Soufian agreed and thought that 
“what I do [with ISIS] is correct.” 
 
Later, Soufian recounts, his wise friend 
had a change of heart: “He want to 
make a tawbah [repentance]. He want 
to regret this. He was also against this 
dogma, against exploding the car. He 
had this believing that this has nothing 
to do with Islam.” According to Soufian, 

his friend tried to tell people what he 
had learned through meticulous study 
of the Quran, but ISIS would not permit 
him to do so. Recalls Soufian, “So then 
after a while, he was publishing this just 
without their order.” 
 
The friend knew that speaking out 
against ISIS would have dire 
consequences, so he took his wife and 
children to Soufian before going to 
Raqqa, saying, “If I don’t come back, if I 
get shahad [martyrdom], if I die, then 
take care about my family.” Soufian 
never saw his friend again, learning later 
that ISIS imprisoned and then killed him. 
 
Before his friend was killed, Soufian was 
starting to have doubts about ISIS’s 
dogma, but hearing about his friend’s 
fate “opened my eyes more.” He 
remembers, “I was so upset. I told 
them, ‘How can you kill this Muslim? 
How is this possible that someone kill 
this person?’” Based on the reaction to 
his complaint, Soufian knew, “Maybe 
it’s just a matter of time that they 
maybe have suspect on me and take me 
into the prison.” 
 
Having been captured by the SDF 
[Syrian Democratic Forces], Soufian 
explains the reality of ISIS’s 
organization: “If the top is wrong, 
everything under is dangerous for your 
life. You don’t have a choice. You are 
forced. You are being with them or you 
maybe will get killed.” He knows now 
that following ISIS is not the way to get 
to Paradise, saying, “If you understand 
that this is not the Islam what I 
understand from Islam, then you have 
also the akhirah [afterlife]. Allah will ask 
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you.” If indeed he will be questioned by 
Allah, Soufian wants to be prepared: “I 
make my prayer. I make my fard [duty] 
– what I have to do to be Muslim. That’s 
what I do, and I ask Allah all the time 
that I will die just as a Muslim.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video: 
 
Islam, contrary to what ISIS preaches 
and lives by, is not a religion of 
compulsion. According to Islamic 
teachings, everyone is free to choose his 
religion and forcing others to adopt 
your version or understanding of 
religion is totally against Islam. As Allah 
says in the Quran: “There is no 
compulsion in religion. Righteousness is 
now distinct from error. He who 
disbelieves in the idol and believes in 
Allah has grasped the firmest tie that 
will never break. Allah is Hearing, 
Knowing.” Surah al-Baqarah (the cow), 
Ayah No. 256.  Thus Islam believes they 
have grasped the truth yet they do not 
force others to also believe their truth 
as ISIS did, nor would legitimate Islamic 
rulings justify killing someone for having 
different views. Diversity is valued in the 
Koran as it is an act of mercy from Allah, 
who has granted the luxury of analyzing 
the sacred text and gave rewards to 
those who have the capacity to derive 
judgements out of these texts. These 
rewards are granted to those who made 
the right and wrong derivation, as our 
Prophet, peace be upon him, said: 
"When a judge gives a ruling, having 
tried his best to decide correctly, and is 
right (in his decision), he will have a 
double reward; and when he gives a 
ruling having tried his best to decide 
correctly, and is wrong (in his decision), 
he will have a single reward." [Agreed 
upon by Bukhari and Muslim].  
 
Allah also said in the Quran, ordering 
the Prophet (PBUH): “Say: 'O 
unbelievers, I do not worship what you 
worship, nor do you worship what I 
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worship. Nor am I worshiping what you 
have worshipped, neither will you 
worship what I worship. To you your 
religion, and to me my religion.” Surah 
al-Kafiroon (the unbelievers), Ayah No. 
1-6. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you think that Soufian was 
telling the truth about his time in 
ISIS? 

• What do you think made 
Soufian’s friend change his mind 
about ISIS’s dogma? 

• What do you think of that ISIS 
refused to let Soufian’s friend 
tell people what he had learned? 

• Do you think it was righteous of 
Soufian’s friend to publish his 
repentance without ISIS’s 
permission? 

• What do you think of Soufian’s 
friend publishing his repentance, 
knowing that he would likely be 
imprisoned or even killed? 

• What do you think about ISIS 
killing dissenters who are so 
brave to follow their 
consciences? 

• Do you agree with Soufian that it 
is better to continuously study 
Islam, rather than just accept the 
doctrine put forth by extremist 
groups like ISIS? 
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Transcript of I Ask Allah to Die as a 
Muslim 
 
For me it’s clear that there’s just one  
who created everything. 
 
Something, even if I don’t know, 
it’s something in me. 
 
I learn step by step, step by step, 
and then I read the Quran. I read some 
ahadith. 
 
TEXT: Soufian ultimately decided to join 
ISIS where he met someone else also 
studying the Quran. 
 
SOUFIAN 
37-year-old German 
Former ISIS Fighter 
 
He was saying things what the people 
who are not Muslims, they will not like 
this. 
 
He was talking about attacks in outside 
[the West] 
and these kind of things. 
 
But then later he regret this and he 
want to  
make a tawbah [repentance]. He want 
to regret this. 
 
He was also against this dogma, 
against exploding the car. 
 
He had this believing that  
this has nothing to do with Islam. 
 
He always was asking again, ‘Please give 
me 

the [permission] that I can publish this 
in front of the people.’ 
 
Because, he was saying also words 
what, according  
to his understanding, he will go out 
from the religion, 
 
and he want to regret this, 
because he was afraid to die. 
 
They don’t answer to him. 
 
So then after a while, he was publishing  
this just without their order. 
 
When the bombing  
was so strong in Raqqa,   
 
he went out  
with his family to my family.  
 
We had an Arabic house. 
 
After one week, he said 
he has to go back to Raqqa. 
 
He told me, ‘If I don’t come back, 
if I get shahad [martyrdom], if I die, 
 
then take care about my family.’ 
 
This was the last time that I saw him. 
 
He was also in prison. 
 
They say he was maybe talking about 
things  
what they don’t want that he talk 
about. 
 
Three months, we didn’t see him.  
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We don’t know anything from him. His 
wife was crying. 
 
Later we hear that he get killed in the 
prison from them. 
 
And, this was lastly the main thing 
that I said, ‘Khalas. [I’m finished.]’ 
 
I had already thought on a lot of things,  
but this was unclear all the time.   
 
He was actually the one 
who opened my eyes more. 
 
I was so upset. I told them, ‘How you 
can kill this Muslim? How is this possible 
that someone kill this person?’ 
 
Then I think there was also some 
people, 
they start looking at me. ‘What is with 
this guy?’ 
 
Maybe it’s just a matter of time that 
they maybe  
have suspect on me and take me into 
the prison. 
 
In this end of the time, 
they take a lot of people in the prison. 
 
There was time where I thought 
this is what I do [with ISIS] is correct. 
 
But then also even if I want to go back, 
if they catch me,  
they will maybe think I am a spy and kill 
me maybe. 
 
So we were always in the situation  
that you are not really free. 
 

If you want to be Muslim, learn your 
religion  
and learn it not from new scholars. 
 
Learn it from [the Prophet Muhammed].  
Take tafsir [explanations] from al-
Tabari, 
 
from the oldest, oldest of 
the Sahabah [followers of Prophet 
Muhammed]. 
 
Learn it from the truth, 
if you want to learn it. 
 
This organization [ISIS]: If the top is 
wrong, 
everything under is dangerous for your 
life. 
 
You don’t have a choice. 
 
You are forced. You are being with them  
or you maybe will get killed.   
 
What kind of bullet do you want?  
This or that?   
 
If you understand that this is not the 
Islam what I understand from Islam, 
then you have also the akhirah 
[afterlife]. 
 
Allah will ask you. 
 
So it’s not just ...  
we don’t talk just about this life. 
 
As more you go  
with the knowledge into Islam,   
 
you will see so many things where you 
think you crash. 

319



 
 

You crash. You pull out from the 
religion. 
 
So many, many, many, many question 
marks. 
 

I make my prayer. I make my fard [duty] 
— 
what I have to do to be Muslim. 
 
That’s what I do, and I ask Allah all the 
time  
that I will die just as a Muslim. 
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If I Die what will Happen with Me? 
 
 
 
Speaker – Soufian 
 
Nationality – German  
 
Age – 37-years-old 
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Main Message – ISIS is often attractive 
to Muslims with little knowledge of 
their religion, who are able to be 
manipulated into thinking that ISIS is a 
true Caliphate where they can live 
peacefully and steadfastly follow their 
religion. Once the recruits arrive, 
however, they learn that they are 
prisoners and cannot leave, that their 
lives are ruled now by war, death, and 
destruction. 
 
Narrative – If I Die what will Happen 
with Me? features 37-year-old German 
Soufian, who was interviewed by Anne 
Speckhard in August of 2018. The video 
clip was video edited and produced by 
our ICSVE team.  
 
Working in a bar in Germany, Soufian 
appeared to have a good life: “There 
was a lot of people who has a lot of 
money or they act like they have 
money. Actually, the women are also 
beautiful, very beautiful. [I was] a 
womanizer. If you have a good time 
with them, you enjoy.” Deep down, 
however, he was struggling existentially, 
explaining that “after the job, no one 
cares about no one. You trust these 
people and you help these people, but 
in the end you recognize that they just 
cheat you. I felt so wrong in this world.” 
 
Soufian harkened back to a 
conversation that he had with his dying 
grandfather: “One day he told me that 
he’s very sick. He always complained 
that he always eat too much pig. He 
want that I practice this religion.” 
Soufian’s grandfather was a Christian.  
He had stomach cancer, and Soufian 
took his death as a sign from God.  

Struggling with what happens to you 
after you die, Soufian reached out to 
Pierre Vogel, a famous German Islamist 
preacher who told him, “If you hear the 
information came to you, you have no 
excuse. You will die and you will go to 
Jahannam forever, to the hellfire.” 
Accepting what Vogel taught him 
brought Soufian to a place of “peace 
and harmony,” and he lived by the 
tenet. So, when he saw that ISIS 
announced the Caliphate he felt moved 
into action, “There was knowing I have 
to go to this place, because there’s this 
ahadith. You have to make this stuff. I 
just was making tawaf [pilgrimage] to 
Allah. This is the honor from my 
Prophet. I have to do this.” 
 
Soufian left his estranged wife and life 
in Germany and travelled to Syria. 
Quickly he realized, “It’s like you are not 
anymore free. They take your passport. 
Now you are over there and you can’t 
go back. You was now like a prisoner.” 
At ISIS’s orders, Soufian worked as a 
guard and later making prosthetics for 
injured people. He then got married and 
had a child. He tried to live as normal a 
life as he could, but this proved 
impossible: “You drive. You see there’s a 
dead person [on the road] […] All the 
time bombing. You are living in war. Of 
course, it’s hard. I saw dead people who 
was like [crucified] […] It says, ‘Spies for 
tahaluf [Coalition]’ or something like 
this.” 
 
During the bombings, Soufian felt 
helpless, recalling, “You have nothing. 
You just wait and you think, ‘Okay, 
maybe I die now.’” By the end of his 
time in Raqqa, Soufian had little money 
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and little food, and while he was 
evacuating due to the bombings, he was 
captured by the SDF [Syrian Democratic 
Forces] and brought to prison, where he 
remains.” Looking back on his decision 
to join ISIS, he says, “Of course, I regret 
that I was a part of this organization 
[ISIS]. I didn’t see this organization as 
the understanding from Prophet 
Muhammed.” Desperately, he hopes to 
be reunited with his family: “I just want 
to erase these three years. I have no 
intention to fight or hurt anyone at all.” 
To others who might see ISIS as a 
legitimate Caliphate as he once did, 
Soufian advises, remembering how 
much he was influenced by Pierre Vogel, 
“If you want to be Muslim, learn your 
religion and learn it not from new 
scholars.” He continues, “I feel cheated. 
My life is destroyed. Of course, don’t 
join ISIS.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video: 
Deception is not an Islamic value. It is 
one of the major sins in Islam. Allah says 
in the Qur’an “Do not take oaths to 
deceive each other, lest your foot 
should slip after its firmness, lest you 
should taste evil, for you barred others 
from the Path of Allah, and lest a mighty 
punishment awaits you” (Surah al-nahl, 
Ayah 94). Prophet Muhammed, peace 
be upon him, said, “He who took up 
arms against us is not of us and he who 
acted dishonestly towards us is not of 
us” (Sahih Muslim, book 1, hadith 189). 
It is obvious from the previous hadith, 
that joining the two acts together is 
evidence that they are both grave sins. 
In his book ‘Al-zawajer an iqtiraf al-
Kaba’ir [deterrents of committing the 
major sins], Ibn Hajar al-Haitamy 
counted deception among the major 
sins, as he said, “This was considered a 
major sin, some scholars clearly stated 
that, which is the apparent meaning of 
the hadiths warning against deception. 
For cheating and deception being in hell 
only means that the one who is doing 
them is in hell, which is an extreme 
warning” (1/406).  
 
As for the destination of any human 
being, it is clearly explained in this 
hadith, which Prophet Muhammed is 
narrating that Allah said, “O My 
servants, I have forbidden oppression 
for Myself and have made it forbidden 
amongst you, so do not oppress one 
another. O My servants, all of you are 
astray except for those I have guided, so 
seek guidance of Me and I shall guide 
you, O My servants, all of you are 
hungry except for those I have fed, so 
seek food of Me and I shall feed you. O 
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My servants, all of you are naked except 
for those I have clothed, so seek 
clothing of Me and I shall clothe you. O 
My servants, you sin by night and by 
day, and I forgive all sins, so seek 
forgiveness of Me and I shall forgive 
you. O My servants, you will not attain 
harming Me so as to harm Me, and will 
not attain benefitting Me so as to 
benefit Me. O My servants, were the 
first of you and the last of you, the 
human of you and the jinn of you to be 
as pious as the most pious heart of any 
one man of you, that would not increase 
My dominion in anything. O My 
servants, were the first of you and the 
last of you, the human of you and the 
jinn of you to be as wicked as the most 
wicked heart of any one man of you, 
that would not decrease My dominion 
in anything. O My servants, were the 
first of you and the last of you, the 
human of you and the jinn of you to rise 
up in one place and make a request of 
Me, and were I to give everyone what 
he requested, that would not decrease 
what I have, any more that a needle 
decreases the sea if put into it. O My 
servants, it is but your deeds that I 
record for you and then recompense 
you for. So let him who finds good, 
praise Allah, and let him who finds other 
than that blame no one but himself” 
(Sahih Muslim, book 45, hadith 70). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you think that Soufian was 
telling the truth about his time in 
ISIS? 

• Do you ever wonder what 
happens to us when we die? 

• What do you think of people like 
Pierre Vogel, who take 
advantage of people like Soufian 
and manipulate them into 
thinking that extremism is the 
true Islam? 

• When Soufian joined ISIS, their 
atrocities had already been 
exposed by the media. Why do 
you think Soufian still believed 
that they were a true Caliphate? 

• Do you think ISIS was following 
Islam?  If not how could Soufian 
have found better scholars to 
guide him to understand this? 

• What would have been a better 
way for Soufian to find purpose 
and meaning in his life, instead 
of joining ISIS? 
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Transcript of If I Die what will Happen 
with Me? 
 
I loved [my grandfather] very much. 
He was talking all the time with me 
about the religion. 
 
One day he told me that he’s very sick. 
He always complained that he always 
eat too much pig. 
 
He want that I practice this religion. 
 
So his stomach was actually ... . 
There was just one meter left and the 
rest was all black. 
 
I don’t know. 
Maybe it was cancer. 
 
Then, after the operation, he died. 
 
SOUFIAN 
37-year-old German 
Former ISIS Fighter 
 
Then I was always thinking about this: 
If I die, what will be happen with me? 
 
I was working as a barkeeper. 
 
There was a lot of people who has a lot 
of money  
or they act like they have money. 
 
Actually, the women are 
also beautiful, very beautiful. 
 
[I was] a womanizer. 
 
If you have a good time with them,  
you enjoy. Everyone enjoy. 
 

But then after the job,  
no one cares about no one. 
 
You trust these people and you help 
these people,  
but in the end you recognize that they 
just cheat you.    
 
I felt so wrong in this world. 
 
TEXT: Soufian met Pierre Vogel,  
a famous German Islamist preacher. 
They kept in contact  
and discussed Islam. 
 
Then he said, 
‘If you get the information that there’s a 
prophet, 
 
his name is Muhammed and 
you know that there’s just Allah 
Subhanahu Wa Ta’ala.’ 
 
‘[If] you will die now anywhere, 
on the road, doesn’t matter.’ 
 
‘If you hear the information came to 
you,  
you have no excuse.’ 
 
‘You will die and you will go 
to Jahannam forever, to the hellfire.’ 
 
I saw something beautiful in accepting 
this. 
 
There was no violence.  
Everything was peace and harmony. 
 
Well, that’s how I accept Islam. 
 
When I saw [ISIS] in the media, 
these black flags,   
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and they speak about khilafah and all of 
this,  
I didn’t know who they are. 
 
There was knowing I have to go to this 
place, 
because there’s this ahadith. You have 
to make this stuff. 
 
I just was making tawaf [pilgrimage] to 
Allah.  
This is the honor from my Prophet. I 
have to do this. 
 
TEXT: After divorcing his wife,  
Soufian traveled to Turkey  
then took a taxi to the Syrian border. 
 
Then I was there and now it’s like  
you are not anymore free. 
 
They take your passport. 
Now you are over there and you can’t 
go back. 
 
You was now like a prisoner. 
 
TEXT: ISIS moved Soufian from one 
place  
to another in Syria, not allowing any 
free movement over the course of 
several months. He was eventually 
taught shariah and military lessons. 
 
They teach us simple stuff: 
How to make the Kalashnikov. 
 
And positions.  
How you sit if you want to shoot. 
 
I didn’t fight. 
I didn’t kill anyone. 

 
They say, ‘You have to make ribat 
[guard duty] 
and look is there someone coming.’ 
 
I was working. I make prosthetics for the 
normal citizens 
in this area and also for the injured 
people.   
 
So I come back to the point  
that I can help people. I like this. 
 
After maybe one year, I met my wife. 
She’s from Syria, from Idlib. 
 
Then my wife, she become pregnant  
after three months of marriage. 
 
This was my life: working,  
go to the market and be with my family. 
 
Of course, you saw then people who get 
shot. 
 
You drive.  
You see there’s a dead person [on the 
road]. 
 
Then you go back to your house. 
 
All the time bombing. You are living in 
war.  
Of course, it’s hard. 
 
I saw dead people 
who was like [crucified]. 
  
I saw this and there was then a message 
always on this. 
It says, ‘Spies for tahaluf [Coalition]’ or 
something like this. 
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If you get bombed ... . 
 
I don’t know anyone has the idea how it 
is  
if the F16 come over you and you’re 
sitting in your house. 
 
You have nothing. You just wait and you 
think,  
‘Okay, maybe I die now.’ 
 
So it was really difficult to live with this 
small money, $50,  
then in the end it was just $35. 
 
After 10 days, the food was so 
expensive. 
I was eating macaroni. 
 
There was a lot of bombing 
and everyone went out from this town. 
 
We was on the checkpoint 
and YPG [Kurdish forces] take us in a 
car. 
Then they bring me to the prison. 
 
Of course, I regret that 
I was a part of this organization [ISIS]. 
 
I didn’t see this organization as  
the understanding from Prophet 
Muhammed. 
 
I was helping these kind of people  

with my prosthetics and I regret this. 
 
I just want to go back to a normal life 
with my wife,  
with my son, with my job. That’s it. 
 
I just want to erase these three years. 
 
I have no intention to  
fight or hurt anyone at all. 
 
In the opposite, 
I want to help the people.    
 
Maybe make shoes for them. 
Make prosthetics for them. 
 
If you want to be Muslim, learn your 
religion  
and learn it not from new scholars. 
 
Learn it from [the Prophet Muhammed].  
Take the tafsir [explanations] from al-
Tabari, 
 
from the oldest, oldest of 
the Sahabah [followers of Prophet 
Muhammed]. 
 
I feel cheated.  
My life is destroyed. 
 
Of course, 
don’t join ISIS. 
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Learning About Your Religion in the 
Islamic State Caliphate 

 
 
 
Speaker – Jamila 
 
Nationality – German  
 
Age – 24-years-old 
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Main Message – ISIS preys on men and 
women from Western countries, telling 
them that in order to truly practice their 
religion they must move to the Islamic 
State. When the recruits arrive, 
however, they find that ISIS in reality is 
far from the utopian Caliphate they 
were promised. Instead, the women are 
isolated and degraded, the men starved 
and tortured. Even when they leave, 
their history of being members of ISIS 
will follow them forever. 
 
Narrative – Learning About Your 
Religion in the Islamic State Caliphate 
features 24-year-old German Jamila, 
who was interviewed by Anne 
Speckhard in October of 2018. The 
video clip was video edited and 
produced by our ICSVE team. 
 
Jamila and her husband are deeply 
committed to Islam. Her husband, Abu 
Bakr, told her, “Look. It’s good if you go 
to Syria. You need to go there […] If you 
want to know more about your religion, 
you need to go there, because there is 
the [kernel] of Islam.” Jamila, having 
chosen to become religious as a 
teenager, was convinced, and left her 
native country of Germany to join ISIS 
with Abu Bakr. 
 
It was not long after they arrived that 
they realized the truth about ISIS. In Abu 
Bakr’s military training, says Jamila, 
“They don’t give him clothes. I say to my 
husband, ‘How you wash your clothes?’ 
He say, ‘I just go in the Euphrates. I 
wash my clothes and I wear again.’ He 
say, ‘I don’t have choice.’ I say, ‘OK, you 
have food?’ He say, ‘One date and one 
cup of milk.’” Abu Bakr says that he was 

forced, his words, with a Kalashnikov to 
his head to go to military training, so 
when he returned to Jamila, they 
decided to escape. She was pregnant 
and had gotten an infection from living 
in the squalor of the women’s house 
and needed an operation in Turkey. 
 
They were caught: “[ISIS said,] ‘If you do 
again, I will kill you in front of your 
husband.’ My husband, he gets some 
prison days. And they say if you 
continue again, we will cut your head 
and will put [it] next to your wife. And 
after, we do the same to your wife.” 
 
Abu Bakr was jailed and tortured 
multiple times, first for the escape 
attempt and later for not working due 
to an injury. Jamila describes the fear 
she felt when ISIS’s police came to her 
house, saying, “’If you don’t work 
[within] 24 hours, we will cut your 
head.’ [They said,] ‘Because in our eyes, 
you are not Muslim.’”  
 
Because women in ISIS are not allowed 
to leave their homes without their 
husbands, Jamila was completely 
dependent on her husband. While he 
was in prison, she was at home with two 
babies and a third on the way. She 
recounts her struggle, saying, “I cannot 
go out. I cannot buy water. I cannot buy 
diapers for my children. I need to wait 
two, three days until my husband he 
come back, because, you know, he is 
not allowed to come home.” Later, her 
husband was shot and wounded in 
battle. He was not permitted to receive 
medical attention and contracted 
hepatitis. Remembers Jamila, “My 
husband, he get sick and he stay at 
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home, but he get punishment. It’s now 
the third time he go in prison. For what? 
Because he don’t work.” 
 
Jamila wanted to try to escape again, 
but her husband was afraid. Jamila 
explains why: “Because all around us, 
there was really [ISIS members]. They 
was really for this fighting, for killing. 
And they say, ‘If you [try to escape] 
again, we will put you in one big cage in 
the middle of the city, and we will write 
a big paper [on] you and will say, “Abu 
Bakr want go out.’” Jamila knew that 
ISIS supporters would see wanting to 
leave as a mortal sin. She also knew 
from studying the Quran, however, that 
“to make something like this to the 
people is very not allowed. If you see 
some mistake, you go to this people and 
say, ‘Look my brother, this is not good, 
and blah, blah, blah, blah, blah, blah.’ 
Why you force Kalash [nikov rifle] and 
you want to kill somebody?” 
 
Eventually, Jamila, Abu Bakr, and their 
children were able to escape from ISIS 
and surrender to the Syrian Democratic 
Forces, where they are currently being 
held. Jamila wants to return home to 
Germany but is afraid her life is ruined. 
She muses, “I destroyed my life alone. 
How I will go back and I will find work? 
How is possible? Who will take one [ISIS 
woman]? Nobody, because they are 
scared.” Having gone through this 
horrific experience, Jamila warns others 
who might consider traveling to join 
ISIS, “Please stay [in the West].” To 
women specifically, whose husbands or 
boyfriends might try to convince them 
to join ISIS, Jamila entreats, “Don’t listen 
to him. He’s sick. He’s really sick.” 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
Emotional propaganda, which is 
practiced by ISIS and groups alike, is 
considered one of the main points 
utilized by their recruiters. Recruiters 
claim that ISIS is practicing real Islamic 
teachings, particularly in their Caliphate 
when they held territory under the rule 
of a true Islamic Caliph.  This occurring 
while they also tell their supporters 
living in Europe, and other non Muslim 
countries, that they live in a non-Islamic 
country under the rule of Satan. Thus, a 
true, simple and loving Muslim who 
begins to believe this will find himself 
forced to leave his country and join ISIS 
and other extreme groups, because he 
is now convinced that he either takes 
this important step to go to Paradise or 
stay where he is and endure the 
emotional pressure that he is living in an 
infidel country and his destination 
would be Hellfire. 
 
What these Muslims who traveled to 
Syria however found is that the reality 
of ISIS life was the contrary of their 
propaganda. Lying as ISIS did is against 
the Qur’an, as Allah said, “Believers, 
why do you say what you never do? It is 
most hateful to Allah that you should 
say that which you do not do” (Surah al-
saf, Ayah 3-4). Prophet Mohammed, 
peace be upon him, condemned a 
Muslim who is telling lies as he said, 
“Killing a believer constitutes disbelief 
(Kufr) and verbally abusing him is 
immorality (Fusuq). It is not permissible 
for a Muslim to forsake his brother for 
more than three days.  
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Beware of lying, for lying is never good, 
whether it is done seriously or in jest. A 
man should not make a promise even to 
a child that he will not keep. Lying leads 
to immorality and immorality leads to 
Hell. Truthfulness leads to righteousness 
and righteousness leads to Paradise. It 
will be said of the truthful person: 'He 
spoke the truth and was righteous', and 
it will be said of the liar, 'He told lies and 
was immoral.' "For a person continues 
to tell lies until he is recorded with Allah 
as a liar” (Sunan Ibn Majh, 46). 
Therefore, a Muslim has to take good 
care when taking such steps, lest he 
should doom himself, as Allah said in 
the Qur’an, “Spend in the way of Allah 
and do not cast into destruction with 
your own hands. Be good doers; Allah 
loves the good  doers” (Surah al-
baqarah, Ayah 195). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you believe Jamila’s depiction 
of her life in ISIS? 

• How do you think Jamila and 
Abu Bakr felt when they were 
preparing to leave Germany for 
Syria? 

• What do you think it was like for 
Abu Bakr to arrive in Syria and 
immediately be forced to go to 
military training? 

• How do you think Jamila felt 
when she was kept in the 
women’s house, pregnant and 
alone? 

• Why do you think ISIS did not 
allow Jamila and Abu Bakr to go 
to Turkey for her operation? 

• What do you think about ISIS 
punishing Abu Bakr for not 
working after being wounded in 
battle? 

• How do you think Abu Bakr felt 
when he found out that Jamila 
wanted to try to escape again? 

• Why do you think Jamila tried to 
escape again, knowing that she, 
her husband, and her children 
would be killed if they were 
caught? 

• What do you think the rest of 
Jamila’s life will be like? 
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Transcript of Learning About Your 
Religion in the Islamic State Caliphate 
 
One day [my husband] say, 
‘Look. It’s good if you go to Syria. You 
need to go there.’ 
 
You are new in your religion. 
 
And if you want to know more about 
your religion,  
you need to go there, 
 
because there is the [kernel] of the 
Islam.  
 
JAMILA 
24-year-old German  
ISIS Wife 
 
They will teach you  
everything from A until to Z. 
 
TEXT: Jamila and her husband left their 
lives in Germany to  
join ISIS in June 2014. 
 
TEXT: The couple quickly discovered  
they had made a terrible mistake 
in joining the terrorist group. 
 
Because in the training camp, he say it 
was so much problems. They make so 
much pain to the people.              
 
They don’t give him clothes. 
 
I say to my husband,  
‘How you wash your clothes?’ 
 
He say, ‘I just go in the Euphrates.  
I wash my clothes and I wear again.’ 
 

He say, ‘I don’t have choice.’ 
 
I say, ‘Ok, you have food?’ 
He say, ‘One date and one cup of milk.’ 
 
I say, ‘Why you enter even?’  
He say, ‘I don’t have choice. They force 
me. What I do?’ 
 
TEXT: Jamila and her husband tried to 
escape ISIS for her to get a medical 
operation but were stopped at the 
border. Her husband was jailed. 
 
[ISIS said,] ‘If you do again, 
I will kill you in front of your husband.’ 
 
My husband, he gets some prison days. 
 
And they say if you continue again,  
we will cut your head and will put [it] 
next to your wife. 
 
And after, we do the same to your wife. 
 
TEXT: Some time after,  
Jamila’s husband was jailed again. 
 
We ask the people how we can go out, 
and the people they spy [on] us.   
 
TEXT: Jamila said ISIS  
tortured her husband. 
 
My husband he say to me 
they beat him on his face, they take his 
hair. 
 
TEXT: Jamila’s husband eventually  
stopped working for ISIS,  
leading to another imprisonment. 
 
He go into the prison, 

332



 
 

because he was sick and he stay at 
home. 
 
Like the FBI of [ISIS],  
they come in my house, 
 
and they say, ‘If you don’t work [within] 
24 hours, 
we will cut your head.’ 
 
[They said,] ‘Because in our eyes,  
you are not Muslim.’        
   
They take him again. 
 
And they say,  
‘We will really cut your head.’ 
 
‘Not just you.  
Your wife also and your children also.’ 
 
I have two babies, 
and I was again pregnant in this time. 
 
I cannot go out. I cannot buy water. 
I cannot buy diapers for my children. 
 
I need to wait two, three days  
until my husband he come back, 
 
because, you know,  
he is not allowed to come home. 
 
Until he can bring me water,  
until he can bring me diapers, 
 
I need to wait all the time. 
 
I am depend on my husband. 
 
TEXT: Jamila later learned that prisoners 
bribed ISIS leaders to release them. 
 

[A friend] say to me her husband that  
he was also taken from the [ISIS] in the 
prison. 
 
And not just two or three times.  
He was a lot of times in the prison. 
 
And he all the time give money 
for go out of the prison. 
 
TEXT: In another instance, Jamila’s 
husband was shot three times in battle.  
He needed an operation. 
 
They say to my husband, ‘No, no, no, 
no, no, no. 
You [at] home, it’s not possible. You 
need to work.’ 
 
I say, ‘How you will work? 
You cannot move!’ 
 
[My husband] was crying. He get 
hepatitis.  
He was very not good. Nobody help us.   
 
We don’t know nobody who can bring 
us out.  
We don’t know anything. 
 
My husband, he get sick and he stay at 
home,  
but he get punishment.   
 
It’s now the third time 
he go in the prison.   
 
For what? Because he don’t work. 
 
He say it’s everything dangerous. 
 
You need to say to all the people you 
are [an ISIS supporter], 
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you are for [ISIS], but you need to cover 
yourself. 
 
Because all around us, there was really 
[ISIS members]. 
They was really for this fighting, for 
killing.   
 
And they say, ‘If you [try to escape] 
again,  
we will put you in one big cage in the 
middle of the city, 
 
and we will write a big paper [on] you 
and will say,  
“Abu Bakr want go out. This is a big 
sin.”’ 
 
They will make us shame, 
 
but Islamically what I know,  
what I read in the Quran,   
 
to make something like this 
to the people is very not allowed. 
 
If you see some mistake, 
you go to this people and say,  
   
‘Look my brother, this is not good, 
and blah, blah, blah, blah, blah, blah.’ 
 
Why you force Kalash[nikov rifle] 
and you want kill somebody? 
 

For what? I don’t understand. 
 
TEXT: Jamila, her husband and their 
children were eventually able to flee to 
areas held by the Syrian Democratic 
Forces. 
 
TEXT: Jamila advises people  
not to join ISIS. 
 
Please stay [in the West]. 
 
There is some womens. 
They listen to their husbands and to 
them boyfriends. 
 
There is some womens. 
They listen to their husband and to 
them boyfriend. 
 
They say, ‘Yes, this is the .... I want go 
fight and this.’  
Don’t listen to him. He’s sick. He’s really 
sick. 
 
Why you destroy the ...?  
I destroy my life now.   
 
I destroyed my life alone. 
 
How I will go back and I will find work? 
How is possible? 
 
Who will take one [ISIS woman]? 
Nobody, because they are scared.   
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Searching for Islam in the Islamic 
State Caliphate 

 
 
 
Speaker – Jamila 
 
Nationality – German  
 
Age – 24-years-old 
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Main Message – ISIS convinced 
vulnerable Westerners that the Islamic 
State Caliphate is the only place they 
can practice their religion freely. Upon 
joining ISIS, however, these people, 
especially women, learned that they 
have travelled to a land ruled by an 
oppressive, tyrannical regime that acts 
contrary to Islam and tortures and kills 
anyone who disobeys them.  ISIS 
continues to spread its ideology and lies 
over the Internet, now telling their 
followers to attack in their own home 
territories. 
 
Narrative – Searching for Islam in the 
Islamic State Caliphate features 24-year-
old German Jamila, who was 
interviewed by Anne Speckhard in 
October of 2018. The video clip was 
video edited and produced by our ICSVE 
team. 
 
Jamila was born Muslim, but her family 
was not religious. She recounts of her 
early years, “I never enter one mosque.” 
When, at 14, a woman brought her to a 
mosque in her native Germany, Jamila 
says, “I feel so shame, because I see one 
child. He was reciting the Quran. He was 
just three years old.” So, Jamila began 
to study. She learned “the Arabic, the 
tajwid – how you need to recite the 
Quran.” She fell in love with her religion 
and later with her equally religious 
husband, who suggested they join the 
Islamic State. 
 
When they arrived in Syria, Jamila and 
her husband were shocked at what they 
found: “[ISIS] bring us in a very, very 
ugly place, with a lot of women, with a 
lot of children. No food. The toilet, it’s 

blocked. No light. I just sit and I begin to 
cry.” Shortly after arriving in Syria and 
finding out she was pregnant with her 
first child, Jamila was separated from 
her husband and put on a bus to Raqqa. 
She was confused and did not 
understand the Arabic-speaking ISIS 
members. Once again, Jamila felt 
ashamed: “They was laughing at me.” 
Without asking her opinion, two men 
took Jamila to a women’s house in 
Raqqa, where she was surrounded by 
“men with Kalashnikov [rifles]. They are 
wearing masks. And I just see the red 
lines, like, you know the laser.”  
 
In the house, Jamila was miserable. She 
remembers, “There is no bed. I sleep on 
my clothes.” She wanted to voice her 
concerns but was informed that she was 
not permitted to speak to the man in 
charge of overseeing the women. The 
trend of being ignored and treated as 
subhuman continued for Jamila even 
after she was reunited with her 
husband. She recalls an encounter with 
the hisbah, the ISIS morality police. 
These women, fully covered and holding 
Kalashnikovs, approached her husband: 
“Say to your wife, she cover herself 
better or I will cover her.”  
 
Jamila’s husband was similarly dismayed 
at his experience in ISIS. After being 
forced to participate in military training, 
he was imprisoned three times and 
tortured. Jamila, wanting to escape, said 
to him, “These people, they are sick. 
There is Islamically no rule if you leave 
one state. This is not sin. I cannot live 
here.” Her husband was afraid, 
responding, “You don’t go out. It’s too 
dangerous outside.” 
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Jamila and her son were eventually able 
to escape and surrender to the Syrian 
Democratic Forces, but she still does not 
feel safe. She explains, “I’m scared even 
to make my face in YouTube, because 
everywhere [including Europe] is [ISIS]. 
And if they see I speak against them, 
they will kill me.” Jamila does not doubt 
that ISIS would kill her, but she knows 
now that they do not represent the true 
Islam. She states, “This is not what 
Allah, our God, what he say in the 
Quran. This is not this. I read the Quran 
every day. I don’t see, ‘Go, go fighting, 
fighting. Go take this. Go take. Go cut 
the hand of this.’ Allah don’t say this in 
the Quran.” 

Jamila fully regrets her decision to join 
ISIS, not least because she will forever 
be associated with them, saying, “It’s 
makes me so angry, because I have the 
guilty name. She is the Daeshia [female 
ISIS].” She urges those who might follow 
the same path, “[People] should not 
follow [ISIS]. They are very sick.” 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 

It is considered obligatory in Islam to 
leave things which provoke suspicions 
and uncertainty, as the Prophet (PBUH) 
said: “Leave what causes you doubt and 
turn to what does not cause you doubt.” 
Al-Tirmithi, Book No. 1, hadith No. 593. 
Of course, extremist groups exploit this 
idea by presenting very black and white 
thinking and one must be wise enough 
not to be fooled by going into 
something extremist that presents 
violence and brutality as the thing about 
which one should have no doubts.  
Violence is regulated in Islam, as in all 
religions, and generally prohibited in 
most situations—unlike terrorist groups 
which use brutality in nearly all 
situations.  

A person only has one life, so for the 
believer the important question is what 
would he feel when he finds out that 
what he was doing in this life was 
against Allah? The Quran records Allah 
as saying: “Say (oh Muhammed): 'Shall 
we tell you of those who are the 
greatest losers in deeds? (They are) 
those whose striving in this world go 
astray, while they think that what they 
are doing are good deeds.” Surah al-
Kahaf (the cave), Ayah No. 103-104. You 
should try harder so as not to be one of 
those.  In this regard, we must all take 
care with youth and guide them 
correctly to be gentle, polite, and to 
know what their religions actually teach, 
and that extreme violence is rarely, if 
ever, a solution to societal or personal 
problems. 
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Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you believe Jamila’s depiction 
of her life in ISIS? 

• Do you think Jamila was more 
vulnerable to be fooled by ISIS as 
a young convert? 

• Do you think falling in love with 
a man who wanted to go to Syria 
played a part in her traveling to 
ISIS? 

• What do you think Jamila and 
her husband were thinking as 
they travelled to join ISIS? 

• How do you think Jamila felt 
when she was separated from 
her husband and sent to Raqqa? 

• Why do you think Jamila was not 
permitted to speak to the man 
overseeing the women’s house, 
while the female hisbah 
members were able to speak to 
her husband? 

• How do you think Jamila felt 
when she found out she was 
pregnant? 

• What do you think Jamila’s 
husband was thinking when he 
tried to dissuade her from 
escaping? 

• What do you think life is like for 
Jamila now? 

• What would have been a better 
way for Jamila and her husband 
to express their love for their 
religion without joining ISIS? 

• Do you see ways that this 
tragedy could have been 
prevented? 

Transcript of Searching for Islam in the 
Islamic State Caliphate 
 
I met one woman. She said to me, 
‘Come. You are Muslim. Come with us in 
the mosque.’  
 
I never enter one mosque. 
So in my family, we didn’t have this.  
 
And I went with her. 
 
I feel so shame, because I see one child. 
He was reciting the Quran. He was just 
three years old. 
 
JAMILA 
24-year-old German  
ISIS Wife 
 
I say, ‘Oh my God, he is reading Quran.’ 
Me, I cannot do this and I feel so, so 
shame. 
 
And I begin to learn. 
 
So I start to learn the Arabic,  
the tajwid — how you need to recite the 
Quran. 
 
I was maybe 14 years old. 
 
TEXT: Years later and married, Jamila’s 
husband suggested they further their 
commitment to Islam by traveling to 
and joining the Islamic State. 
 
TEXT: In June 2014, 
they flew to Turkey  
and were smuggled  
across the border into Syria. 
 
[ISIS] bring us in a very, very ugly place, 
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with a lot of women, with a lot of 
children. 
 
No food. The toilet, it’s blocked.  
No light. 
 
I just sit and I begin to cry, 
and they separate me from my 
husband. 
 
I found out I’m pregnant with my first 
baby. 
 
They say, ‘Yallah, yallah, yallah! [Hurry, 
hurry, hurry!].’ 
And I really, I don’t understand Arabic. 
 
They say, ‘Take your stuff.’ 
And, ‘Raqqa, Raqqa, Raqqa,’ they say to 
me. 
 
And I say, ‘What is this Raqqa?’ 
I don’t know. I really don’t know. 
 
And they was joking. 
They was laughing at me. 
 
And I say, ‘I just want see my husband.’ 
 
They bring me my husband. 
 
My husband say to me, ‘You will go in 
one place  
with women, but I need to stay here.’  
 
Nobody ask me if I want or if I don’t 
want.  
They don’t ask me for what I come [to 
ISIS]. 
 
They just took me with one bus with 
men. 
 

And I feel very not good, 
because I was the only woman with two 
men. 
 
They can do everything with me in this 
time. 
 
And I cry so much, because I don’t know 
when  
I will see my husband, if I will see my 
husband. 
 
They just take me and they put me in 
Raqqa  
in one women house. It was a lot of 
women. 
 
All over me [as we traveled to Raqqa] 
I see men with Kalashnikov [rifles]. 
 
They are wearing masks. 
 
And I just see the red lines, like, you 
know, the laser.  
I say, ‘Oh my God. Where I came?’ 
 
There is nothing for cleaning. 
 
There is no bed. I sleep on my clothes.  
I come with one bag and I sleep on this 
bag. 
 
I say, ‘Say to this man.’ She says, ‘Shh! 
This is man.  
You don’t. You are not allowed to speak 
to him.’ 
 
I say, ‘But I want information of my 
husband. 
I need to talk to him.’ 
 
TEXT: After Jamila’s husband finished  
his training, the pair reunited. 
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TEXT: However, they quickly decided 
they needed to escape ISIS. 
 
They make the women police. 
They have the Kalashnikov in their hand. 
 
They was completely covered — 
the hands, the faces, everything. 
 
Just I remember: I have boots until here  
and my dress was stuck inside. 
 
They take the Kalash[nikov] on me, 
and they speak to my husband. 
 
They say, ‘Say to your wife,  
she cover herself better or I will cover 
her.’ 
 
My husband say, ‘It’s a woman. 
Normally she should  
speak with the woman. Why she speak 
to me now?’ 
 
It was all the time something were not 
right. 
They speak something, but they don’t 
do. 
 
TEXT: Jamila’s husband was jailed  
three times by ISIS. 
They tortured him. 
 
I say [to] my husband,  
‘These people, they are sick.’ 
 
There is Islamically no rule if you leave 
one state. 
This is not sin. 
 
I cannot live here. 
 
They are just killing people, I hear. 

Because my husband, he say,  
‘You don’t go out. It’s too dangerous 
outside.’ 
 
He say, ‘They are killing just people.’ 
 
TEXT: Jamila said she also disagreed 
with ISIS committing terrorist attacks in 
the West. 
 
For example, we heard about France, 
Bataclan. 
I was so sad. 
 
Why you are doing this? For what? 
 
If it’s me, if I’m there, 
I’m sad for these people who die. 
 
Tomorrow maybe I’m in one village, 
and they will make one attack. 
 
I’m scared even to make my face in 
YouTube, 
because everywhere [including Europe] 
is [ISIS]. 
 
And if they see I speak against them, 
they will kill me. 
 
So I’m scared. 
I don’t want they see my face. 
 
This is not what Allah, our God, what he 
say in the Quran. 
This is not this. 
 
I read the Quran every day.   
 
I don’t see, ‘Go, go fighting, fighting. 
Go take this. Go take. Go cut the hand 
of this.’ 
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Allah don’t say this in the Quran. 
 
It’s makes me so angry, because I have 
the guilty name. 

She is the Daeshia [female ISIS]. 
 
[People] should not follow [ISIS].  
They are very sick. 
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Seeking the True Islam in the 
Caliphate 

 
 
 
Speaker – Jamila 
 
Nationality – German  
 
Age – 24-years-old 
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Main Message – ISIS lured Westerners 
to travel to Syria by telling them that 
ISIS is the only place where they will be 
able to practice their religion freely, 
without oppression. What they find 
instead is a cruel distortion of Islam that 
is used to threaten and torture men and 
women alike, stripping them of all 
freedom and happiness. 
 
Narrative – Seeking the True Islam in 
the Caliphate features 24-year-old 
German Jamila, who was interviewed by 
Anne Speckhard in October of 2018. The 
video clip was video edited and 
produced by our ICSVE team. 
 
Jamila felt isolated in her native 
Germany. Going outside in her hijab, 
people would say that she had 
“underwear on her head” or that she 
should “go [back to her] country.” Born 
in Germany with a German passport, 
Jamila felt confused. She remembers, “If 
somebody has piercing and tattoo 
everywhere, I accept him. So I want 
they accept me also like this.” 
 
Jamila’s frustration, as well as her lack 
of knowledge about Islam from growing 
up in a non-religious family, made her 
particularly vulnerable to ISIS recruiters. 
Her husband’s friends spoke to her 
about Syria, saying, “Go to [ISIS]. This is 
our religion.” They told her, “You are 
new in your religion. And if you want to 
know more about your religion, you 
need to go there.” Jamila loved Islam 
and did not know the horrors that lay 
before her. She told her husband, “OK, 
if they say this is the true [religion], why 
we don’t go?” 
 

Once she had been smuggled into Syria 
from Turkey, Jamila was separated from 
her husband who was sent for military 
and shariah training while she was sent 
to a madhafa, a house where women 
were required to stay when not 
chaperoned by their husbands. She 
describes it as “a very, very ugly place, 
with a lot of women, with a lot of 
children. No food. The toilet, it’s 
blocked. No light.” Then, she says, “I 
found out I’m pregnant with my first 
baby. I say, ‘OK, how I will grow up my 
child here?’ It was horrible.” 
 
Jamila’s pregnancy made her 
immunocompromised and she 
developed an infection. She and her 
husband asked for permission to go to 
Turkey for medical treatment. They 
were told, “No. You need to listen and 
obey. This is [ISIS].” Jamila recalls, “I was 
quiet. I don’t say anything. I just cry.” 
Desperate, Jamila and her husband tried 
to escape to Turkey but were caught. 
Her husband was sent to prison and an 
ISIS member told her, “If you do again, I 
will kill you in front of your husband.” 
Her husband was told, “If you continue 
again, we will cut your head and will put 
[it] next to your wife. And after, we do 
the same to your wife.” It was then that 
Jamila truly realized that ISIS was not 
the Islamic family she sought, thinking, 
“If you are my brother, I don’t want be 
your sister.” 
 
Jamila knew it was not a sin to leave the 
Islamic State, but her husband thought 
it too dangerous to leave. Nevertheless, 
she escaped again, this time successfully 
surrendering to the Syrian Democratic 
Forces [SDF]. Her life in SDF custody is 
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better than that in ISIS: “They are treat 
us very good,” she says. “They give us 
food. They give us beds. They don’t 
check the women. They don’t torture 
us. They don’t speak bad to us.” While 
Jamila speaks well of the SDF, things 
have gotten difficult in the years since 
with ISIS enforcers threatening, beating, 
burning tents and even killing those 
who speak out against ISIS making it 
hard for the SDF to control the camps as 
well. 
 
Although her situation has improved, 
Jamila still yearns to return home to 
Germany. In the SDF detention camp, 
she says, “they put the sick children 
with the healthy children together, and 
they are all sick. Typhoid, the sickness, it 
was here, and three or four women, 
they die because of this. And children, 
they die also here.” Her heart broke 
seeing children die: “They were just like 
my son – three years old. And they die. 
They get skinny. They are vomiting 
blood.” 
 
Jamila gives advice to those who might 
consider joining ISIS: “[People] should 
not follow [ISIS]. They [ISIS] are very 
sick. They are sick these people […] This 
is not our religion.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
In Islam, the means do not ever justify 
the ends. According to Islamic 
teachings, if you were to commit 
atrocities in order to establish an Islamic 
State, you would be damned in hell for 
each and every sin you committed. In 
the Quran Allah says: “Whoever killed a 
soul, except for a soul slain, or for 
sedition in the earth, it should be 
considered as though he had killed all 
mankind; and that whoever saved it 
should be regarded as though he had 
saved all mankind.” Surah al-
Maeda/Aya: 32.  This is a serious 
statement from Allah, worth giving 
one’s full attention. 
Allah also made obligations on Muslims, 
and he and his Messenger explained the 
means by which Muslims can perform 
such obligations. In Islam, the means 
never justify the ends. Instead, the 
means and the ends should both be 
religiously justified, and whoever carries 
out wrongdoings is held responsible for 
them when he meets Allah on the day 
of reckoning. 
Any member of ISIS, and the groups like 
them, should think twice before 
committing such atrocities, and if they 
have participated, should seriously 
repent before he dies and meets his 
maker who will surely punish him if he 
has not repented. 
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Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you believe Jamila’s depiction 
of her life in ISIS? 

• How do you think Jamila felt 
when she was harassed for 
wearing a hijab in Germany? 

• What do you think Jamila 
thought when people in her 
home country told her to “go 
back to her country” despite her 
having been born in Germany? 

• Do you think that Jamila’s 
husband’s friends took 
advantage of her isolation when 
recruiting her to join ISIS? 

• How do you think Jamila and her 
husband felt when they first 
travelled to Syria? 

• How do you think Jamila felt 
when she was separated from 
her husband and sent to the 
women’s house? 

• Why do you think Jamila and her 
husband tried to escape to 
Turkey after they were denied 
permission by ISIS? 

• What do you think it was like for 
Jamila to have her life 
threatened and her husband 
imprisoned? 

• What do you think drove Jamila 
to attempt a second escape from 
ISIS, knowing that if she was 
caught she would be killed?  

• How could Jamila’s tragedy have 
been prevented? 

 
 

Transcript of Seeking the True Islam in 
the Caliphate 
 
[In Germany,] when I make my hijab, all 
was like, 
‘Oh my God, why she have this 
underwear on her head?’  
 
And I feel like, ‘Okay, I am in my 
country.  
I have a German passport.’   
 
Why they say to me, ‘Go in your 
country’? 
 
I born in Germany. I grew up in 
Germany.  
I do everything in Germany. What they 
want from me? 
 
JAMILA 
24-year-old German  
ISIS Wife 
 
Why they make like this?  
Normally, I feel like under pressure from 
the people. 
 
I was doing my way how I see if 
somebody  
has piercing and tattoo everywhere, I 
accept him. 
 
So I want they accept me also like this. 
 
TEXT: Jamila learned about  
the Islamic State  
from her husband.   
 
That was this friends. They speak about 
Syria.  
‘Go to [ISIS]. This is our religion.’   
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And I don’t know what happened. One 
day he say, 
‘Look. It’s good if you go to Syria. You 
need to go there.’ 
 
You are new in your religion. 
 
And if you want to know more about 
your religion,  
you need to go there, 
 
because there is the [kernel] of the 
Islam.  
They will teach you everything from A 
until to Z. 
 
I love my religion so much, and I say to 
my husband, 
‘Ok, if they say this is the true [religion], 
why we don’t go?’ 
 
TEXT: In June 2014, they left to Turkey  
where they met a smuggler. 
 
They just say to us, ‘Come, come, come, 
come.’ 
We trust them. We just go inside [the 
truck]. 
 
And they bring us in the border.  
We just make the step and we was 
there. 
 
[ISIS] bring us in a very, very ugly place, 
with a lot of women, with a lot of 
children. 
 
No food. The toilet, it’s blocked.  
No light. 
 
I just sit and I begin to cry, 
and they separate me from my 
husband. 

I found out I’m pregnant with my first 
baby. 
 
I say, ‘Ok, how I will grow up my child 
here?’ 
It was horrible. 
 
TEXT: Jamila’s husband departed 
for an ISIS training camp. 
 
He said, ‘But I don’t have choice. 
I make this or they put me the Kalash 
[rifle] on my head.’ 
 
‘What I do?’ 
 
I became sick [due to] my hormones. 
 
TEXT: Jamila developed an infection  
that required an operation in Turkey.   
 
I say, ‘Please leave me go back.’ 
 
They say, ‘No. You need to listen and 
obey. 
This is [ISIS].’ 
 
I was quiet. I don’t say anything.  
I just cry. 
 
TEXT: Despite not receiving permission,  
Jamila and her husband decided 
to escape to Turkey.  
 
The people, they catch us, from [ISIS]. 
They say, ‘What you do?’ 
 
[I said,] ‘I want go back.’ 
 
‘You want go back?  
Come, come, come, come.’ 
 
My husband, ‘Seize him. Prison.’ 
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Me, ‘If you do again, I will kill you 
in front of your husband.’ 
 
I say, ‘I’m your brother and your sister? 
If you are my brother, I don’t want be 
your sister.’ 
 
My husband, he gets some prison days. 
 
And they say if you continue again,  
we will cut your head and will put [it] 
next to your wife. 
 
And after, we do the same to your wife. 
 
I say [to] my husband, 
‘These people, they are sick.’ 
 
There is Islamically no rule if you leave 
one state. 
This is not sin. 
 
I cannot live here. 
 
They are just killing people, I hear.   
 
Because my husband, he say, 
‘You don’t go out. It’s too dangerous 
outside.’ 
 
He say, ‘They are killing just people.’ 
 
I’m like in prison here. 
I cannot go out. 
 
TEXT: Jamila attempted  
another escape with her children.  
Her husband stayed behind while 
recovering from being shot. 
 
TEXT: A Syrian led them 
out of ISIS-held areas. 

 
We was going in the Sahara [desert]. 
 
We cannot see anything. We just see  
the man with the moto. He is going in 
front of us. 
 
He was covering the face, 
because he was scared we are the spy 
for [ISIS]. 
 
We was scared he was spy [on] us. 
 
TEXT: They surrendered to  
the Syrian Democratic Forces. 
 
They say to us, ‘Open your faces.  
Why you do this? You are so beautiful.’ 
 
‘Why you leave all your life  
and you come here in the terrorism?’ 
 
They are treat us very good. 
 
They give us food.  
They give us beds. 
 
They don’t check the women. They 
don’t torture us.  
They don’t speak bad to us. Nothing. 
 
TEXT: Jamila, her husband and their 
children  
remain detained by  
the Syrian Democratic Forces. 
 
[My children] want go play outside.  
It’s not good here. 
 
They put the sick children with  
the healthy children together, and they 
are all sick. 
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Typhoid, the sickness, it was here, 
and three or four women, they die 
because of this. 
 
And children, they die also here. 
 
They were just like my son — three 
years old. 
 
And they die. They get skinny.  

They are vomiting blood.   
 
[People] should not follow [ISIS]. 
They [ISIS] are very sick. They are sick, 
these people. 
 
I don’t know [if] they see too much 
action films.  
This is not our religion.   
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Avoiding a Death of Jihilyah 
 
 
Speaker – Lisa Smith 
 
Nationality – Irish  
 
Age – 39-years-old 
 
 
 

 

350

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M7sT8iP6ccA


 
 

Main Message – ISIS told foreigners, 
many of whom had very little 
knowledge of Islam, that they would die 
a fiery death of ignorance if they did not 
join ISIS and travel to live in their 
territory. When the people arrived, they 
quickly realized that ISIS was un-Islamic 
and brutal, and learned that if they try 
to leave, they will be accused of spying. 
In ISIS, such an accusation could lead to 
imprisonment, torture, and even 
execution. 
 
Narrative – Avoiding a Death of Jihilyah 
features 39-year-old Irishwoman Lisa 
Smith, who was interviewed by Anne 
Speckhard in August of 2019. The video 
clip was video edited and produced by 
our ICSVE team.  
 
Lisa Smith grew up in a dysfunctional 
family in Ireland but felt that she might 
find a new path in life when she met an 
American man to be her Islamic mentor 
online. She recalls, “They tell me they’re 
going to the [river bank in Raqqa]. 
They’re gonna get pistachio ice cream. 
And they’re going to sit and relax.” 
Lisa’s mentor told her that the Caliphate 
is real: “He said, like, ‘You know, anyone 
that doesn’t give a bayat, like a pledge, 
to the president, basically of the Muslim 
state, [the] Caliph, if they die, they will 
die a death of jahilyah [ignorance].” Lisa 
believed him and was scared enough 
that she traveled to Syria to join ISIS. 
She explains, “I just wanted to go 
somewhere, do something.” 
 
Quickly, Lisa learned that ISIS was 
corrupt and un-Islamic, but she also 
learned that she could not leave. She 
recounts, “They don’t just put you in 

prison and say, ‘Oh you can’t go back. 
It’s not good for you. It’s not good for 
your religion. It’s not good for this.’ 
They literally torture you. They set dogs 
on you. They electrocute you. They 
waterboard you. They lash you.” She 
remembers meeting a man from 
Holland who tried to leave and was 
therefore accused of being a spy: 
“When they think you’re a spy, they 
torture you to see can they get any 
information out of you, to see who you 
really are. They don’t trust. A lot of 
people got beatings because of this as 
well.” 
 
Another time, Lisa heard about a non-
native English speaker who misspoke 
and called the Prophet a pedophile on 
accident. After he repented, ISIS spared 
him from execution. Their version of 
mercy was to “just give him 700 lashes.” 
Eventually, Lisa was able to escape from 
ISIS with her daughter and was detained 
by the Syrian Democratic Forces. She 
then fled to Turkey where she was 
extradited to Ireland on terrorism 
charges. She remains steadfast that she 
never wanted to serve in a terrorist 
group: “A lot of people just went to 
actually live in a school or to help as 
teachers, doctors, to do what they could 
to create a state. But it didn’t happen.” 
 
Now safe from the ISIS enforcers who 
continue to rule even in the detention 
camps, Lisa feels free to speak out 
about the horrors that she experienced 
during her time in ISIS. 
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Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video: 

In Islam, we believe that we will be 
judged for every single deed, good or 
bad. Allah says in the Qur’an, 
“Whosoever has done an atom's weight 
of good shall see it and whosoever has 
done an atom's weight of evil shall see 
it” (Surah al-zalzala, Ayah 7-8). But there 
is a hadith in which Prophet 
Muhammed, peace be upon him, 
explained that injustice, even if it was so 
small, can be a ticket to Hell, as he said, 
“Whoever usurps unlawfully even a 
hand span of land a collar measuring 
seven times (this) land will be placed 
around his neck on the Day of 
Resurrection” (Bukhari and Muslim). 
That is why Prophet Muhammed, peace 
be upon him, urged us to ask 
forgiveness from those whom we made 
injustices to, as he said, “He who has 
done a wrong affecting his brother's 
honor or anything else, let him ask his 
forgiveness today before the time (i.e., 
the Day of Resurrection) when he will 
have neither a dinar nor a dirham. If he 
has done some good deeds, a portion 
equal to his wrong doings will be 
subtracted from them; but if he has no 
good deeds, he will be burdened with 
the evil deeds of the one he had 
wronged in the same proportion” 
(Riyadh al-salihin, 210).  

Many of ISIS members and even normal 
Muslims use their position to gain 
benefits. This is haram, as Prophet 
Muhammed, peace be upon him, said of 
an employee accepting bribes which he 
thought should be shared with the 
Prophet, “I employ a man to do a job 
and he comes and says: 'This is for you 
and this has been presented to me as a 
gift'? Why did he not remain in the 
house of his father or the house of his 
mother and see whether gifts will be 
given to him or not? By Allah in Whose 
Hand is the life of Muhammad, if any 
one of you took anything wrongfully, he 
will bring it on the Day of Resurrection, 
carrying it on (his back), I will not 

recognize anyone of you, on the Day of 
Resurrection with a grunting camel, or a 
bellowing cow, or a bleating ewe." Then 
he raised his hands till we could see the 
whiteness of his armpits. Then he said 
thrice, ''O Allah ! have I conveyed (Your 
Commandments). 
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Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you think that Lisa Smith is 
telling the truth about her time 
in ISIS? 

• Why do you think Lisa was 
susceptible to the American 
Islamic mentor’s influence? 

• What do you think of ISIS’s 
refusal to let those who came 
also leave? 

• Do you think that it is Islamic to 
torture people for wanting to 
leave? 

• Do you think that it is Islamic to 
give 700 lashes to someone who 
has repented for a sin he 
committed on accident? 

• Do you think that Lisa will be 
able to live an Islamic life in 
Ireland? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transcript of Avoiding a Death of 
Jihilyah 
 
They tell me they’re going to the [river 
bank in Raqqa]. 
They’re gonna get pistachio ice cream. 
 
And they’re gonna sit and relax. 
 
[My Islamic mentor] is like, 
‘No, [the Caliphate] is real. It’s legit.’   
 
LISA SMITH 
39-year-old Irish 
ISIS Wife 
 
He said, like, ‘You know, anyone that  
doesn't give a bayat, like a pledge, 
 
to the president, basically of  
the Muslim state, [the] Caliph, 
 
if they die,  
they will die a death of jahilyah 
[ignorance]. 
 
If you’re Muslim and you believe in this,   
nobody wants to go to this hellfire. I’m 
so scared of this. 
 
TEXT: Lisa was trying to build a new life  
free from alcohol and true to Islam. 
 
I just wanted to go somewhere, 
do something. 
 
We crossed  
[at the Turkey border]. 
 
TEXT: Lisa quickly learned ISIS was 
corrupt. She wanted to escape ISIS but 
feared getting arrested and jailed.   
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When they put you in prison,  
they torture you. 
 
They don't just put you in prison and 
say, 
‘Oh, you can’t go back. It’s not good for 
you.’ 
 
‘It’s not good for your religion. 
It’s not good for this.’ 
 
They literally torture you. They set dogs 
on you. 
They electrocute you. They waterboard 
you. They lash you. 
 
I don't want to  
go to prison by [ISIS]. 
 
This particular guy, 
he’s from Holland. 
 
They tortured him so bad. 
They think he was spy. 
 
When they think you’re a spy, they 
torture you to see can they get any 
information out of you, to see who you 
really are. 
 
They don't trust. 
 
A lot of people got beatings  
because of this as well. 
 
They think, ‘Oh, they come here and 
then they stay for a while and then 
they’re gonna go with that information.’ 
 
So they don't want you to leave. 
 
In the very end of [ISIS],  

he, this guy, he said that the Prophet 
was a pedophile. 
 
He was supposed to be killed, 
because he insulted the Prophet. 
 
But he said he didn't understand English 
too well. He’s not  
an English natural speaker. He didn't 
mean to say that. 
 
He repented and stuff, 
so they just give him 700 lashes. 
 
He wanted to leave but he can’t get out. 
But then he left and then he got caught 
by the PKK and put in prison. 
 
TEXT: Lisa managed to escape ISIS 
control. 
She was detained by the Syrian 
Democratic Forces and then fled with 
her two-year-old daughter to Turkey 
during the Turkish invasion. 
 
TEXT: She made it to Turkey, was 
extradited to Ireland and is now home 
facing terrorism charges. 
 
TEXT: Lisa claims she never meant to 
serve a terrorist group, never supported 
attacks against Westerners, and only 
sought to live an Islamic life inside the 
Caliphate. 
 
A lot of people just went to actually live 
in a school  
or to help as teachers, doctors, 
 
to do what they could 
to create a state. 
 
But it didn't happen. 
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TEXT: ISIS enforcers in the camps 
punished women who spoke out against 
ISIS.  
Now safe in Ireland, Lisa says ISIS is un-
Islamic, corrupt and overly brutal. She 
advises others to avoid them at all costs. 
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The Islamic Caliphate Will Protect 
You 

 
 
Speaker – Lisa Smith 
 
Nationality – Irish  
 
Age – 39-years-old 
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Main Message – ISIS convinced people 
from all over the world to join them, 
saying that life in ISIS was a pure, Islamic 
life, and that not living in ISIS would lead 
to hellfire after death. When these 
people arrive in ISIS territory, often with 
very little knowledge of Islam, they find 
that ISIS is corrupt and brutal, using 
foreigners for money and labor with 
little regard for their wellbeing. ISIS is 
un-Islamic and uses the people who join 
them as pawns and human shields. 
 
Narrative – The Islamic Caliphate Will 
Protect You features 39-year-old 
Irishwoman Lisa Smith, who was 
interviewed by Anne Speckhard in 
August of 2019. The video clip was video 
edited and produced by our ICSVE team.  
 
Lisa Smith was “trying to find [her] 
path,” when she went on Facebook, 
“watching groups: Christianity versus 
Islam.” Lisa recounts her journey into 
Islam: “I read the Quran and then I 
became Muslim. I went to the mosque 
to pray and stuff like that and just met 
one girl. She taught me like to wear a 
hijab and to get comfortable with it and 
stuff.” 
 
After a year of studying with this 
woman, Lisa felt that she was too rigid 
and that she had not found any benefit 
in her newfound religion. Things 
changed, however, when Lisa met an 
American man online: “He’s like, ‘No, 
[the Caliphate] is real. It’s legit.’ They 
tell me they’re going to the [river bank 
in Raqqa]. They’re gonna get pistachio 
ice cream. And they’re gonna sit and 
relax.” Lisa was attracted to this idyllic 
Islamic life and was fully convinced to go 

to Syria when she was told that if she 
didn’t, she would “die a death of 
jahilyah [ignorance]. If you’re Muslim 
and you believe in this, nobody wants to 
go to this hellfire. I’m so scared of this.” 
 
Lisa had barely stepped foot into Syria 
when she says she realized her mistake. 
She remembers, “[The smuggler] stole 
7,000 Euro belong to me [from] my 
purse. I think [the ISIS men] were just 
trying to use. Take me for money or 
marriage or something. I don’t believe 
that they really have my religion in their 
interest.” She was horrified at the 
treatment of the foreigners who left 
their homes to join ISIS: “They try to 
push you to fight. In [ISIS], they don’t 
want to educate people. They don’t 
want muhajireen [immigrants] full stop. 
Just we are slaves basically.” 
 
Near the end of ISIS’s reign in Syria, the 
women and children were allowed to 
leave. She knew, “This [ISIS], this Islamic 
State, they can’t protect us anymore. 
Hajin, we stayed in the mosque for two 
weeks. Then, we find an old school 
building and we stayed there for a 
month. So terrible. So, so terrible. I 
never forget it. I cried so much.” 
Suddenly, in the midst of the women 
and children leaving, Lisa’s husband 
changed his mind. He said, “I do not 
believe that the [Caliph] said that you 
can leave.” Lisa was frightened but was 
told that “if you leave the Islamic State 
basically by yourself, it’s a big sin.” Lisa 
recalls, “He beat me very badly. So I had 
black eye and black head, black back 
and everything. He beat me must have 
been about six times in first year. Really 
hard. After this year, something 
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happened. He played more mental 
games.” 
 
After Lisa’s husband decided to fight in a 
suicide battle, she escaped with her 
daughter and was captured by the 
Syrian Democratic Forces. She later fled 
to Turkey where she was extradited 
back to Ireland on terrorism charges. 
Now, she knows that “[ISIS] was just so 
wrong, so corrupt, so backwards. It’s 
just not Islamic at all. [It’s] far from 
Islam. Far, far, far from Islam, it could 
ever be.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video: 
 
ISIS and other extremist groups are 
specialized in lying and fabrication. They 
falsify and manipulate sacred texts to 
serve their agendas. They explain many 
hadiths in a wrong way, and they pay no 
attention to the opinions of our great 
scholars. This is regarded as lying about 
the Prophet, which is a great sin. 
Prophet Muhammed, peace be upon 
him, said, “Ascribing false things to me 
is not like ascribing false things to 
anyone else. Whosoever tells a lie 
against me intentionally then surely let 
him occupy his seat in Hell-Fire” (Sahih 
Bukhari, book 23, hadith 49). So, a real 
Muslim would think twice before daring 
to explain the hadith of the Prophet, 
peace be upon him, especially if that 
explanation has bad, or disastrous 
reflections upon Muslims and Human 
beings in General. 
 
Moreover, they dare to interpret the 
Ayahs of the Qur’an partially, without 
taking into consideration the context 
and other similar Ayahs in other places 
of the Qur’an. Allah does not like this, as 
He said in the Qur’an, “And do not say 
what your tongues falsely describe 'This 
is lawful, and that is forbidden, ' in order 
to forge a lie about Allah. Indeed, those 
who forge a lie about Allah shall never 
prosper” (Surah al-nahl, Ayah 116). 
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Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you think that Lisa Smith is 
telling the truth about her time 
in ISIS? 

• Why do you think Lisa was 
turned off of Islam by the strict, 
conservative Muslim woman? 

• What do you think made Lisa 
believe the American man online 
so much that she joined ISIS? 

• Do you have a fear of the 
afterlife, and could someone 
manipulate this fear? 

• Do you agree that ISIS just 
wanted Lisa for her money or for 
marriage? 

• Do you know the conditions 
necessary to declare a Caliphate 
as legitimate? 

• Do you think that Lisa will be 
able to live a peaceful and 
righteous Islamic life in Ireland? 

• What do you think would have 
stopped Lisa from joining ISIS in 
the first place? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transcript of The Islamic Caliphate Will 
Protect You 
 
Slowly, after this [9/11 attacks], 
I just kind of seen Muslims around the 
place. 
 
Just watching them and taking an 
interest. 
Like, what are they up to? 
 
I’ve seen how they behave. 
We all have this image that they’re 
terrorists. 
 
I was trying to find my path. 
 
LISA SMITH 
39-year-old Irish 
ISIS Wife 
 
On Facebook I was watching groups: 
Christianity versus Islam. 
 
I asked many questions, like if a man 
beat women.  
This and that.   
 
You know, the usual questions  
people have about Islam. 
 
They answer my questions, 
and then I read Quran and then I 
became Muslim. 
 
I went to the mosque to pray and stuff 
like that  
and just met one girl. 
 
She taught me like to wear hijab 
and to get comfortable with it and stuff. 
 
She was full dressed black niqab. 
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Then, after one year I was thinking 
about leaving Islam, 
because I didn't find any benefit. 
 
Everything was forbidden, forbidden, 
forbidden. 
 
Then, I met an American guy online, 
and [he] started teaching me about 
Islam. 
 
So, he’s like,  
‘No, [the Caliphate] is real. It’s legit.’ 
 
They tell me they’re going  
to the [river bank in Raqqa]. 
 
They’re gonna get  
pistachio ice cream. 
 
And they’re gonna sit and relax. 
 
He said, ‘Anyone that  
doesn't give a bayat, like a pledge, 
 
to the president, basically of  
the Muslim state, [the] Caliph, 
 
if they die,  
they will die a death of jahilyah 
[ignorance]. 
 
If you’re Muslim and you believe in this,   
nobody wants to go to this hellfire. I’m 
so scared of this. 
 
We crossed [into Syria]. 
 
[The smuggler] stole 7,000 Euro  
belong to me [from] my purse. 
 
I think [the ISIS men] were just trying to 
use. 

Take me for money or marriage or 
something. 
 
I don't believe that they really have my 
religion 
in their interest. 
 
TEXT: Lisa claims she went to live under 
the Caliphate to deepen her knowledge 
of Islam. She was disappointed to find 
un-Islamic practices there. 
 
They called us over: ‘Come to our state. 
We promise you this. We promise you 
that. Come, come, come.’ 
 
And then when you get there,  
they just send you to the fighting. 
 
They try to push you to fight. 
 
In [ISIS], they don't want to educate 
people. 
They don't want muhajireen 
[immigrants] full stop. 
 
Just we are slaves basically. 
 
I can’t even tell you 
how bad it was. 
 
It’s like they didn't want an Islamic 
State. 
 
[My husband] doesn't want to be just 
like a soldier in [ISIS]. 
These people just push you around and 
treat you like dirt. 
 
He’s very respectful man. 
He wants to be somebody. 
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[During training,] there’s nothing. 
There’s no food. 
There’s no weapons. 
 
There’s nothing to do. He says you just 
sit there. 
Why, why am I here? 
 
He couldn't get his head around it, 
so he just never ever went back. 
 
So then he was classed  
as a person being AWOL. 
 
So he get no money, 
get no nothing. 
 
TEXT: During her time under ISIS 
control,  
Lisa saw how un-Islamic  
the ISIS members acted. 
 
In that Mayadin time, there was a big 
fitna, 
a big trial happened. 
 
The wali [protector] or something,  
he said all women and children must 
leave. 
 
We were so scared, because we felt, 
‘Ok, what’s going to happen now?’ 
 
This [ISIS], this Islamic State, 
they can’t protect us anymore. 
 
Hajin, we stayed in the mosque 
for two weeks. 
 
Then, we find an old school building 
and we stayed there for a month. 
 
So terrible. So, so terrible. 

I never forget it. I cried so much. 
 
Broken windows. Cold. We had nothing. 
Not any clothes. Really just miserable. 
 
All these women and children have left  
and then he says, ‘No, you’re not 
leaving.’ 
 
‘I do not believe that 
the [Caliph] said that you can leave.’ 
 
If you leave the Islamic State basically by 
yourself, 
it’s a big sin. 
 
[I said,] ‘No, no, I need to leave. [We] 
have to go. 
You stay. You do what you want.’ 
 
He beat me very badly. 
 
So I had black eye and black head, 
black back and everything. 
 
He beat me must have been about six 
times 
in first year. Really hard. 
 
After this year, something happened. 
He played more mental games. 
 
So, I kind of just said I just wait and see 
what happens, because it’s not so long 
before it’s going to be over. 
 
Either he’s going to be put in prison  
or he’s going to die or something. 
 
So, I’ll get away  
sooner or later.   
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TEXT: Lisa managed to escape ISIS 
control. She was detained by the Syrian 
Democratic Forces and then fled with 
her two-year-old daughter to Turkey 
during the Turkish invasion. 
 
TEXT: She made it to Turkey,  
was extradited to Ireland and 
is now home facing terrorism charges. 
 
TEXT: Lisa claims she never meant to 
serve a terrorist group, never supported 
attacks against Westerners, and  
only sought to live an Islamic life inside 
the Caliphate. 

[ISIS] was just so wrong, so corrupt, so 
backwards. 
It’s just not Islamic at all. 
 
[It’s] far from Islam. 
Far, far, far from Islam, it could ever be. 
 
TEXT: ISIS enforcers in the camps 
punished women who spoke out against 
ISIS.  
Now safe in Ireland, Lisa says ISIS is un-
Islamic, corrupt, and overly brutal. She 
advises others to avoid them at all costs. 
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The Islamic State Protects Muslim 
Women 

 
 
Speaker – Lisa Smith 
 
Nationality – Irish  
 
Age – 39-years-old 
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Main Message – ISIS claims to be a 
group that protects, honors, and 
cherishes women. Many Western 
women traveled to ISIS in the hopes of 
finding a pure Islamic life, but what they 
found was a brutal regime that 
imprisoned and tortured women, 
treating them as less than human. 
 
Narrative – The Islamic State Protects 
Women features 39-year-old 
Irishwoman Lisa Smith, who was 
interviewed by Anne Speckhard in 
August of 2019. The video clip was video 
edited and produced by our ICSVE team.  
 
Lisa Smith was a recent convert to Islam 
when she met an American man online 
who became her Islamic mentor. She 
recalls, “He started talking to me and 
started teaching me about Islam. How 
to pray and what’s allowed, what’s not 
allowed, things like this. Then I went to 
Hajj. I love Hajj.” Lisa was convinced 
that she needed to live a righteous life 
according to Islamic law, so she left her 
native Ireland to join her mentor in 
Syria. 
 
Lisa was unmarried when she arrived in 
ISIS territory, so she was sent to a 
women’s house, called a madhafa. She 
recounts that the woman who ran the 
madhafa was a “complete psycho. She 
turned this madhafa into a prison.” She 
continues, “You weren’t allowed out of 
the madhafa ever. She pretended that 
she wanted to help sister get married. 
But she didn’t. She actually had it as a 
prison.” 
 
Lisa, aware of the impact that trauma 
can have, speculates about Umm Adam, 

the woman who ran the madhafa: 
“She’s got a history, you know, and 
she’s, she was in prison or something 
for a year, I think. Maybe she got 
tortured or something. There are some 
stories around her. I don’t know. But 
she’s really psychotic. She just wants to 
have that power.” She remembers, 
“This is like a real prison. She put them 
there. You had to pee in that room, eat 
in that room. The kids were in that room 
with them. She beat them and many 
things.” 
 
Lisa was shocked: “I was like, ‘What the 
heck? This is supposed to be an Islamic 
State for Muslims.’ All it is is corruption, 
torture, oppression, many bad things, 
many, many bad things. People are so 
bad.” Eventually, Lisa’s mentor was able 
to rescue her after five months in the 
madhafa, during which she “started 
madly fighting with people.” The 
American man was able to obtain a 
document certifying him as her male 
chaperone, the only way a woman could 
be released from the hell of the 
madhafa. Later, Lisa was captured by 
the Syrian Democratic Forces and then 
escaped to Turkey, where she was 
extradited back to Ireland on terrorism 
charges. 
 
Lisa says that many who joined ISIS 
were just like her: “A lot of good people, 
they came there to help. But in the end, 
the whole [ISIS leadership council] was 
just run by corrupt people.” Now that 
she is safe in Ireland, she is able to 
speak out about what she experienced 
in ISIS without fear of repercussions 
from the women like Umm Adam who 
continued to enforce ISIS laws even in 
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the custody of the Syrian Democratic 
Forces. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video: 
 
Women in Islam have special position. 
The Qur’an states that women should 
not be sad or afraid. There are many 
Ayahs which prove that. We may read 
the verses of Moses’ mother when Allah 
inspired her that she has to leave her 
son, Moses, in the river. Allah says, “We 
revealed this to Moses' mother: 'Suckle 
him, but when you fear for him cast him 
into the water. Neither fear, nor sorrow 
because We shall restore him to you 
and make him among the Messengers” 
(Surah al-qasas, Ayah 7). When Allah 
inspired Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
peace be upon them all, He made sure 
that she was also happy, as He said, 
“And when the birth pangs came upon 
her by the trunk of a palm tree, she 
said: 'Oh, would that I had died before 
this and become a thing forgotten! He 
called from below to her: 'Do not 
sorrow, look, your Lord has provided a 
rivulet below you, and shake the trunk 
of this palm tree it will drop fresh ripe 
dates upon you. Therefore, eat and 
drink and rejoice. If you meet any 
human say to him: "I have vowed a fast 
to the Merciful and will not speak with 
anyone today" (Surah Mary, Ayah 26). 
Prophet Muhammed, peace be upon 
him, said, “The best of you is the one 
who is best to his wife, and I am the 
best of you to my wives” ( Sunan Ibn 
Majah, book 9, hadith 133).  
Compare these sacred texts with what 
ISIS was doing to women under its rule. 
Torture, oppression, imprisonment, and 
murder. How can these two 
contradicted attitudes be the 
application of the same source? One of 
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them has to be wrong, and you might 
guess who that is! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you think that Lisa Smith is 
telling the truth about her time 
in ISIS? 

• Why do you think that Lisa was 
susceptible to the influence of 
her American mentor? 

• What do you know about Islam’s 
teachings on how to treat one’s 
wife? 

• Does it seem Islamic to you to 
lock women up in madhafa until 
they agree to marry and ISIS 
member? 

• Lisa says many good people 
went to ISIS but the leaders were 
corrupt.  Do you think ISIS was 
following Islam?  Do you think 
most of the ISIS members were 
good Muslims? 

• What do you think a Muslim 
needs to do to avoid hellfire? 

• What do you think might have 
convinced Lisa not to leave 
Ireland and join ISIS? 
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Transcript of The Islamic State Protects 
Muslim Women 
 
I met one guy, an American guy [in 
Egypt], online  
and he started talking to me 
 
and started teaching me about Islam. 
 
How to pray and what’s allowed, what’s 
not allowed, 
things like this. 
 
Then I went to Hajj. 
I love Hajj. 
 
LISA SMITH 
39-year-old Irish 
ISIS Wife 
 
So then he said to me, ‘Maybe, you 
know, we should go maybe [the] 
Philippines, maybe go Sudan, maybe go 
to Syria.’ 
 
And at that time the whole fighting 
had begun in the Syria. 
 
It was a year before [ISIS]. 
 
And many people had flocked here. 
 
They wanted to help Muslims,  
because Bashar Assad was bombing 
everyone. 
 
TEXT: Lisa crossed into Syria to join ISIS. 
 
TEXT: Since Lisa wasn’t married,  
she had to stay in a guest house for 
women. 
 

There was a woman over this madhafa 
[women’s house]. 
She was called Umm Adam. She was 
Moroccan, I think. 
 
She’s complete psycho. 
She turned this madhafa into a prison. 
 
The guys would take big boxes of like 
tomatoes and potatoes and, you know, 
whatever. 
 
And every time you eat something — 
one tomato  
or two eggs — you have to write it 
down. 
 
And, at the end of the week, you have 
to  
stamp it with your finger and sign it. 
 
I don't know why. 
 
You weren't allowed out 
of the madhafa ever. 
 
She pretended that she wanted to help 
sisters get married and to get out of dot 
dot. But she didn't. 
 
She actually had it as a prison. 
She was over all the madhafas. 
 
She’s got a history, you know, and she’s, 
she was in prison or something for a 
year, I think. 
 
Maybe she got tortured or something. 
There are some stories around her. I 
don't know. 
 
But she’s really psychotic.   
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She just wants to have that power. 
 
Everyone was complaining 
and complaining and complaining. 
 
This sort of guy came and he helped  
all the sisters get free out of the 
madhafa. 
 
He said that this paper thing and 
everything  
is not from [ISIS] or anything like this. 
 
He says, ‘I don't know what’s wrong 
with this woman.’  
She had, like, sisters locked in another 
madhafa. 
 
This is like a real prison. 
 
She put them there.  
You had to pee in that room, eat in that 
room. 
 
The kids were in that room with them. 
 
She beat them and many things. 
 
So I’m just like,  
‘Ok, this is not the picture that was 
portrayed to me.’ 
 
The sub-reality was that nobody actually 
knew 
that was going on.   
 
The story’s so crazy. 
 
Half of them trying to escape, to leave, 
and then they were getting caught. 
 
You get put in prison  
then you get tortured in prison. 

And I was like, ‘What the heck? 
This is supposed to be an Islamic State 
for Muslims.’ 
 
All it is is corruption, torture, 
oppression, many bad things, many, 
many bad things. People are so bad. 
 
[My American mentor]  
tried to get me out. 
 
[He said,] ‘Look, I’ll take her  
under my responsibility.’ 
 
But they were saying, ‘No, she can’t. 
She’s not married. 
She needs a mahram [male chaperone]. 
We can’t let her go.’ 
 
But finally, he talk with this guy and  
this guy said, ‘Ok, look, here is a paper.’ 
 
‘Go to this office or whatever and tell 
them that 
I am standing by you as her wali 
[protector].’ 
 
So he came and 
got me out of the madhafa. 
 
I was losing my mind  
in that five-month period. 
 
I started madly fighting with people 
after five months. 
My patience had run [out]. 
 
My manners are bad. It’s not for 
Muslims. 
It’s not for my Muslim character. 
 
TEXT: Lisa managed to escape ISIS 
control.  

368



 
 

She was detained by the Syrian 
Democratic Forces and then fled with 
her two-year-old daughter to Turkey 
during the Turkish invasion. 
 
TEXT: She made it to Turkey and was 
extradited to Ireland where she is facing 
terrorism charges. 
 
TEXT: Lisa claims she only sought to live 
an Islamic life inside the Caliphate, 
never intending to serve a terrorist 
group or support attacks against 
Westerners. 

A lot of good people, 
they came there to help. 
 
But in the end, the whole [ISIS 
leadership council] 
was just run by corrupt people. 
 
TEXT: ISIS enforcers in the camps 
punished women who spoke out against 
ISIS.  
Now safe in Ireland, Lisa says ISIS is un-
Islamic, corrupt and overly brutal. She 
advises others to avoid them at all costs. 
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The Journey of Jihad for an Irish 
Muslim Woman 

 
 
Speaker – Lisa Smith 
 
Nationality – Irish  
 
Age – 39-years-old 
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Main Message – ISIS recruiters are 
charismatic and charming, convincing 
foreigners, who often do not have an 
extensive knowledge of Islam, that living 
under ISIS will prevent them from going 
to hellfire when they die. These 
foreigners, seeking meaning, purpose, 
and adventure, are drawn to ISIS’s 
depiction of an idyllic Islamic life, but 
quickly learn that ISIS is a cruel regime 
that treats women especially brutally. 
 
Narrative – The Journey of Jihad for an 
Irish Muslim Woman features 39-year-
old Irishwoman Lisa Smith, who was 
interviewed by Anne Speckhard in 
August of 2019. The video clip was video 
edited and produced by our ICSVE team.  
 
Lisa Smith grew up in a “dysfunctional 
family” in Ireland. Her father was an 
alcoholic who would “scream a lot.” 
Seeking structure and stability, Lisa first 
joined the Irish army and was later 
drawn to Islam, a religion particularly 
attractive to her because it forbade 
alcohol. As she explains, “I was trying to 
find my path.”  
 
After converting to Islam, Lisa left the 
army. She was uncomfortable going to 
war with Muslims, but reflects, “If they 
had let me wear the headscarf, maybe I 
would have stayed longer.” Soon after 
leaving the army, Lisa met an American 
man online. She remembers, “[He 
taught me] how to pray and what’s 
allowed, what’s not allowed. Then I 
went to Hajj. I love Hajj.” 
 
The American man convinced Lisa to 
travel to Syria with him and his family a 

year before ISIS took over. She recounts, 
“I’m so bored of my life. I want 
adventure. It’s not like I want to join 
anything or do anything. I just wanted 
to go somewhere, do something.” She 
stayed in Syria for only two months 
during that first journey. Lisa’s new 
Tunisian husband wanted to leave after 
seeing the in-fighting between the 
different Islamist rebel groups, so the 
pair left for Tunisia. Lisa later went back 
to Ireland, where she reconnected 
online with her American friend. She 
remembers, “They tell me they’re going 
to the [river bank in Raqqa]. They’re 
gonna get pistachio ice cream. And 
they’re gonna sit and relax.” 
 
Lisa’s American mentor told her that 
“anyone that doesn’t give a bayat, like a 
pledge, to the president, basically of the 
Muslim state, [the] Caliph, they will die 
a death of Jahiliya [ignorance].” Lisa was 
scared of going to hellfire, so she 
returned to Syria. She lived first in a 
madhafa, a women’s house, and then 
with her friend and his family, but felt 
that “it was very, very hard for me to 
gain any kind of conversation with him 
of knowledge [of Islam]. Because in 
Islam, men and women are not allowed 
to sit together one on one.” 
 
Frustrated, Lisa asked her friend to set 
her up to get married. Her new 
Pakistani-British husband physically 
abused her. She recalls, “He beat me 
must have been about six times in the 
first year, really hard. In that time, I got 
pregnant. I asked him for divorce many 
times. He wouldn’t give me.” Lisa fled 
the area with her daughter, but her 
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husband stayed to fight in a suicide 
battle.  
 
Eventually, Lisa was captured by the 
Syrian Democratic Forces and then later 
escaped to Turkey, where she was 
extradited to Ireland on terrorism 
charges. She reflects, “I know now not 
to do something so stupid again. I just 
want to be with my daughter, and that’s 
it. Give her an education. Teach her our 
full maharem [forbidden acts in Islam]. 
Life’s too short now.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video: 
 
A Muslim has an obligation to practice 
and believe in what Prophet 
Muhammed, peace be upon him, said, 
did and agreed on. The principles of 
Islam are not that many, as they are 
mentioned in one hadith, which is 
narrated by Omar Bin al-Khattab, may 
Allah be pleased with him. As he said, 
we were sitting with the Prophet, peace 
be upon him, when a man came to him 
whose clothes were intensely white and 
whose hair was intensely black; no signs 
of travel could be seen upon him, and 
none of us recognized him. He sat down 
facing the Prophet, peace be upon him, 
with his knees touching his, and he put 
his hands on his thighs, and said: 'O 
Muhammad, what is Islam?' The 
Prophet said: 'To testify that none has 
the right to be worshipped but Allah, 
and that I am the Messenger of Allah, to 
establish regular prayer, to pay Zakat, to 
fast in Ramadan, and to perform Hajj to 
the House (the Ka'bah).' He said: 'You 
have spoken the truth.' We were 
amazed by him: He asked a question, 
then told him that he had spoken the 
truth. Then he said: 'O Muhammad, 
what is Iman faith? He said: 'To believe 
in Allah, His angels, His Messengers, His 
books, the Last day, and the Divine 
Decree (Qadar or the will of Allah), both 
the good of it and the bad of it.' He said' 
You have spoken the truth.' We were 
amazed by him. He asked a question, 
then told him that he had spoken the 
truth. Then he said: 'O Muhammad, 
what is Ihsan (right action, goodness, 
sincerity)? He said: 'To worship Allah as 
if you see Him, for even though you do 
not see Him, He sees you.' He asked: 
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"When will the Hour be?' He said: 'The 
one who is being asked about it does 
not know more than the one who is 
asking.' He asked: 'Then what are its 
signs?' he said: 'When the slave woman 
gives birth to her mistress' (Waki' said: 
This means when non-Arabs will give 
birth to Arabs") 'and when you see 
barefoot, naked, destitute shepherds 
competing in constructing tall buildings.' 
The Prophet, peace be upon him, met 
me three days later and asked me: 'Do 
you know who that man was? I said" 
'Allah and his Messenger know best.' He 
said: 'That was Jibril, who came to you 
to teach you your religion” (Sunan Ibn 
Majah, book 1, hadith 63). These things, 
if done by a Muslim, then he will go to 
Paradise, inshallah! 
 
ISIS and other groups bring Qur’anic 
ayahs and Prophetic Hadiths which 
focus on other things like jihad and 
killing, which might be said in special 
occasions to deal with special 
circumstances, and allege that this is 
Islam, and anyone who does not believe 
in what we say then he would be 
apostate. The question is, if it was as 
you said, why didn’t angel Jibril ask the 
Prophet about them? This hadith is 
teaching Muslims their religion, as the 
Prophet said, which means it must 
contain everything which has to be 
believed or done to be safe and go to 
Paradise.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you think that Lisa Smith is 
telling the truth about her time 
in ISIS? 

• Why do you think that Lisa was 
attracted to a career in the 
army? 

• Why do you think Lisa thought 
that converting to Islam would 
be good for her? 

• Why do you think Lisa was so 
willing to listen to her American 
mentor online? 

• After going to Syria once, what 
do you think made Lisa want to 
return? 

• How do you think Lisa felt when 
she finally got married and her 
husband abused her? 

• What do you think of Lisa’s 
husband’s decision to stay to 
fight in a suicide battle? Do you 
think this was an Islamic 
decision? 

• What does a Muslim need to do 
to avoid hellfire? 

• Do you think that if Lisa gets 
released from prison, she will be 
able to live a peaceful, stable 
life? 

• What do you think would have 
stopped Lisa from going to ISIS 
the second time? 
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Transcript of The Journey of Jihad for 
an Irish Muslim Woman 
 
I come from 
a dysfunctional family. 
 
Basically, it was  
social welfare-like. 
 
[My father] is an alcoholic. 
 
He’d smash the house. 
He’d scream a lot. 
 
LISA SMITH 
39-year-old Irish 
ISIS Wife 
 
So, she just didn't really get a job. 
 
I stayed in the defense forces  
for ten years. 
 
I didn't want to kind of  
go into the military at the start. 
 
My father used to say to me, ‘You 
should join it,  
because you can get a driver’s license 
advert.’ 
 
You get pension and the benefits. 
 
I like kind of just military. 
Be yourself. 
 
I was very troubled. 
I’ve always been looking for answers in 
life. 
 
I used to drink a lot, 
smoke [cigarettes] a lot. 
 

Slowly after this [9/11 attacks], 
I just kind of seen Muslims around the 
place. 
 
I was watching them and taking an 
interest. 
Like, what are they up to? 
 
I’ve seen how they behave, 
because we all have this image that 
they’re terrorists. 
 
I was trying to find my path. 
 
I read Quran and 
then I became Muslim. 
 
You kind of 
have to leave [the military]. 
 
Like as a Muslim, I didn't want to ever 
go to war  
with Muslims. It’s kind of not allowed. 
 
If they had let me wear the headscarf, 
maybe I would have stayed longer. 
 
Then, I met an American guy online, 
and [he] started teaching me about 
Islam. 
 
TEXT: Lisa’s previous Islamic teacher 
told Lisa most things were forbidden to 
Muslims.  
Lisa quickly fell totally under the 
American’s charismatic and less strict 
influence. 
 
[He taught me] how to pray 
and what’s allowed, what’s not allowed. 
 
Then I went to Hajj.  
I love Hajj. 
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So then he said to me, 
‘Maybe we should go [to the] 
Philippines, Sudan, Syria.’ 
 
At that time, the whole fighting 
had begun in the Syria. 
 
It was a year before [ISIS]. 
 
Many people had flocked here.   
 
They wanted to help Muslims, 
because Bashar Assad was bombing 
everyone. 
 
I said okay we go [to Syria]. 
I’m so bored of my life. 
 
I want adventure. 
 
It’s not like I want to join anything or do 
anything. 
I just wanted to go somewhere, do 
something. 
 
I only stayed two months. 
[The American’s wife] said to me, ‘You 
must get married.’ 
 
TEXT: The American’s wife was worried  
that Lisa wanted her husband. 
 
I got married to a guy. 
He was from Tunisia. 
 
He said to me, 
‘Listen. I want to leave.’ 
 
And he says, ‘These guys, these [ISIS], 
very, very bad. Very bad people.’ 
 
He said, ‘Listen. I see Muslims fighting 
Muslims, 

and I don't want any part of it.’ 
 
[Then] I was in Tunisia  
for nine months. 
 
I told him I want to go home [for 
medical care], 
because I had been pregnant twice.    
 
I lost twice the babies. 
 
TEXT: After some time back in Ireland,  
Lisa again started talking with  
her former American mentor 
who was then living under ISIS. 
 
They tell me they’re going  
to the [river bank in Raqqa]. 
 
They’re gonna get pistachio ice cream. 
 
And they’re gonna sit and relax. 
 
[My Islamic mentor] is like, 
‘No, [the Caliphate] is real. It’s legit.’   
 
He said, like, ‘Anyone that  
doesn't give a bayat, like a pledge, 
 
to the president, basically of  
the Muslim state, [the] Caliph, 
 
they will die a death 
of jahilya [ignorance].’ 
 
If you’re Muslim and you believe in this,   
nobody wants to go to this hellfire. I’m 
so scared of this. 
 
We crossed [into Syria]. 
 
They took my phone. 
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In Raqqa, they take us  
to a madhafa [women’s house]. 
 
[They] put niqab on you, 
and I was like, ‘I don't have.’ 
 
No right-minded person would ever  
put you in a danger zone. 
 
I thought we were going to be on the 
outside, 
you know, maybe in the countryside or 
something, 
 
where whoever fights, fights, 
 
or who was going to bomb, bomb. 
 
It didn't work like that. 
 
So [my friend] came and  
got me out of the madhafa, 
 
and then I lived with him and his wife 
for three months [in Raqqa]. 
 
It was very, very hard for me to gain  
any kind of conversation with him or 
knowledge [of Islam]. 
 
Because in Islam, men and women are 
not allowed  
to sit together one on one. 
 
So I just said to him, ‘Listen. I can’t take 
this anymore. 
You need to get me married.’ 
 
TEXT: Lisa married  
a Pakistani-British ISIS fighter. 
 
He beat me very badly. 
 

Even in Islam, 
you’re not allowed to bruise the person. 
 
So I had black eye and black head, 
black back and everything. 
 
He beat me must have been about six 
times 
in the first year, really hard. 
 
In that time, I got pregnant. 
 
I asked him for divorce many times. 
He wouldn't give me. 
 
TEXT: After fleeing to Mayadin and then 
to Hajin, 
Lisa’s husband decided on fighting in a 
suicidal battle. 
 
He wanted to stay behind, 
because he didn’t want to live anymore. 
 
So, he gave up on life basically. 
 
I had no food. I had no money. 
I had no clothes. I had nothing. 
 
This man, he was taking people  
with their stuff. 
 
He says, like, 
‘You need to leave now.’ 
 
It was last minute, 
and he got us out of there. 
 
TEXT: Lisa and her daughter went from 
village to village seeking safety, ending 
up in Baghouz until ISIS allowed the 
women and children  
to walk out to safety.    
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A lot of people just went to actually live 
in a school  
or to help as teachers, doctors, 
 
to do what they could 
to create a state. 
   
But it didn't happen. 
 
TEXT: Lisa was detained by  
the Syrian Democratic Forces and  
then fled with her two-year-old 
daughter  
to Turkey during the Turkish invasion. 
 
TEXT: She made it to Turkey  
and was extradited to Ireland  
where she is facing terrorism charges. 
 
TEXT: Lisa claims she only sought to live 
an Islamic life inside  
the Caliphate, never intending to serve 
a terrorist group or support attacks 
against Westerners. 

I live. I learn. In life, you make mistakes. 
You go out. You experience. You do 
many stupid things. 
 
I know now  
not to do something so stupid again. 
 
I just want to be with my daughter, 
and that’s it. 
 
Give her an education.  
Teach her our full maharem [forbidden 
acts in Islam]. 
 
Life’s too short now. 
 
TEXT: ISIS enforcers in the camps 
punished women who spoke out against 
ISIS.  
Now safe in Ireland, Lisa says ISIS is un-
Islamic, corrupt, and overly brutal. She 
advises others to avoid them at all costs. 
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A Swede Serving in the Islamic State 
Caliphate 

 
 
 
Speaker – Abu al Afriki 
 
Nationality – Swedish 
 
Age – 35 years old 
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Main Message – ISIS claimed that they 
were a State for all Muslims, but their 
corrupt leadership only wanted 
foreigners to use them as cannon 
fodder. ISIS punished and even 
executed anyone who dared to disagree 
with them, displaying their bodies as a 
warning to others. 
 
Narrative – A Swede Serving in the 
Islamic State Caliphate features 35-year-
old Swedish Abu al Afriki, who was 
interviewed by Anne Speckhard in 
February of 2019. The video clip was 
video edited and produced by our ICSVE 
team.  
 
Living in Sweden, Abu al Afriki heard the 
tapes of Anwar al-Awlaki and started 
hanging out with other people who 
shared al-Awlaki’s ideology. When he 
heard about the atrocities that were 
committed by the Assad regime in Syria, 
his friends told him that it was his “duty 
as a Muslim to, you know, [fight] against 
oppression that’s happening towards 
Muslims.” Feeling stuck in his day-to-
day life and convinced already by al-
Awlaki, “I came to a crossroad. Either I 
live this 9-to-5 life or I’ll do something 
else. I need to make a choice.” 
 
Abu al Afriki traveled to Syria and 
married a new convert to Islam who 
was from Sweden, as well. At first, Abu 
al Afriki enjoyed his life in Syria, but 
then the foreigners felt pressured to 
join and fight with ISIS: “Basically, the 
whole fighting between [Free Syrian 
Army] and the Islamic State. All of the 
foreigners, they are being told that you 
have to choose a side. You have to 

stand with the Islamic State, because if 
you don’t, they’re going to kill all of 
you.” 
 
Abu al Afriki claims to have worked as a 
guard as a checkpoint and later as an 
ambulance driver, and he was horrified 
by what he saw. He was afraid to speak 
out, however, because at the “first word 
of dissent or whatever, you’re gone. 
You’re in jail. You’re executed. I see 
executions. Maybe they come with 
prisoners, then they execute them.” It 
was ISIS’s intention that Abu al Afriki 
and everyone else would know what 
happened to dissenters: “You pass a 
roundabout, you see heads or 
whatever. They put up heads. You go to 
shop. [You see] a car dragging a body 
behind it. Things like this. They stop 
you. You have no choice but to see it.” 
He was even imprisoned himself but 
was let out due to the heavy 
bombardments in the area. 
 
Abu al Afriki did not want to fight for 
ISIS because he saw the corruption in 
their leaders: “It felt like people are 
cannon fodder. The foreigners and the 
Syrians are cannon fodder for the 
Iraqis.” He urges people not to be taken 
in by ISIS’s media, what he calls their 
“strongest weapon.” He warns of their 
propaganda, “It looks like an action 
movie. You think you’re watching an 
action movie. But looks can be deceiving 
[…] They’re just lies. They just get sent 
off to Iraq. They killed off everyone that 
was student of knowledge, Islamic 
knowledge.” 
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Desperate but unable to smuggle 
himself and his children out of ISIS, Abu 
al Afriki turned himself into the SDF: “I 
have three small kids and they don’t 
deserve to be in this position. They have 
no sin. It weren’t their fault. I wanna go 
home. I just wanna apologize to my 
parents for not taking their advice and I 
wanna apologize to my kids.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
Claiming to practice righteousness when 
you actually do not do so is regarded as 
a serious sin in Islam as Allah is quoted 
in the Quran saying: “Oh you believers, 
why do you say what you never do? It is 
most hateful to Allah that you should 
say that which you do not do.” Surah al-
Saf (the ranks), Ayah No. 2-3. The 
prophet (PBUH) regarded making such 
claims as a sign of hypocrisy, as he also 
stated: “The signs of a hypocrite are 
three, when he speaks he lies; and 
when he makes a promise he breaks it; 
and when he is trusted he betrays his 
trust” Bukhari no. 34 and Muslim no. 58. 
This video also speaks about 
enslavement which is against the 
fundamental values of Islam, as one of 
the major principles of Islam is to free 
people from tyranny and oppression, 
and doing so is one of the main reasons 
for committing Jihad, as Allah says in 
the Quran: “So why is it, that you do not 
fight in the way of Allah, and for the 
abased among men, women, and 
children who say: 'Our Lord, bring us out 
from this village whose people are 
harm doers, and give to us a guardian 
from You, and give to us a helper from 
You.'” Surah al-Nisa (women), Ayah No. 
75. Thus we see that Islam works to 
free, rather than enslave people, 
although groups like ISIS claim that they 
can enslave unbelievers and even the 
wives and daughters of Muslims who 
fought against them. 
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Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you think that Abu al Afriki is 
telling the truth about his time in 
ISIS? 

• Anwar al Awlaki argued that 
every Muslim is obligated to 
fight jihad until the end times.  
Do you believe that is the case? 
Why or why not? 

• Do you believe that Islam allows 
for discussion and dissent or ISIS 
was correct to suppress any and 
all dissent? 

• Abu al Afriki said he ended up 
feeling like cannon fodder for 
ISIS. Why do you think ISIS 
wanted foreigners to join them? 

• What do you think of the ISIS 
brutality that Abu al Afriki 
describes?  Does it seem 
consistent with Islam to you? 

• What do you think of that ISIS 
displayed the heads of people 
they executed in the 
roundabouts? 

• Abu al Afriki says that ISIS’s 
propaganda make it look like an 
action film but it sounds more 
like a horror movie in reality.  
What do you think of ISIS 
propaganda? 

• Would you trust ISIS videos?  
Why or why not? 

• What do you think could have 
prevented Abu al Afriki from 
traveling to Syria in the first 
place? 

 

Transcript of A Swede Serving in the 
Islamic State Caliphate 
 
You listen to lectures and stuff. 
 
On the net, people give you like Anwar 
al-Awlaki tapes. I listened to all of them. 
 
And I start hanging around with people.  
 
They recommend like listen to this 
person 
 
or listen to this individual. 
 
Nobody can deny there’s a war going on 
[in Syria]. In the news, [I learned about 
it] like everybody else. 
 
[There’s] oppression.  
 
They’re ruling there and what’s my duty 
as a Muslim to, you know, against 
oppression that’s happening towards 
Muslims. 
 
ABU AL AFRIKI 
35-year-old Swedish  
Former ISIS Member 
 
They told me, well, my help is needed. 
 
Basically, I came to a crossroad. Either I 
live this 9-to-5 life or I’ll do something 
else. I need to make a choice. 
 
I came to Turkey.  
 
They basically took us through Reyhanli. 
 
We paid [a smuggler] like $50 or 
something.  
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They just took over some hills and 
basically into Syria. 
 
I ended up in [a militia for foreigners]. 
 
You have to go [to] the mandatory 
[training] thing. 
 
And then I said to myself, ‘It’s better just 
to get married.’  
 
She was new in Islam. She didn’t know 
much. 
 
She basically been told in Sweden that 
she has to come. She has to travel to 
live in a Muslim country.  
 
And I married her. So I just took my wife 
and I moved into the house.  
 
Basically going to the Net, eating 
outside or chilling with my family, 
 
just driving a motorbike with my family 
up and down the areas.   
 
Nobody force you to do anything. 
 
And then this whole thing started. 
Basically, the whole fighting between 
[Free Syrian Army] and the Islamic State. 
 
All of the foreigners, they are being told 
that you have to choose a side. 
 
You have to stand with the Islamic 
State, because if you don’t, they’re 
going to kill all of you all. 
 
Most of the foreigners, the majority of 
them, maybe 80 percent, went with the 
Islamic State. 

But me, I didn’t have to carry a lot of 
arms and stuff because I’m epileptic 
since I was 17. 
 
At those times, there was no work [just] 
standing watch [as] the checkpoint 
person. 
 
TEXT: Abu al Afriki eventually joined his 
family in Raqqa and became an 
ambulance driver. 
 
When they bring someone that’s 
injured, they give him the first aid, 
whatnot, this thing. 
 
And I take this person that’s injured, I 
drive him from that point to the 
hospital. 
 
Something’s wrong here, you know?  
 
First word of dissent or whatever, 
you’re gone. You’re in jail. You’re 
executed. 
 
I see executions. Maybe they come with 
prisoners, then they execute them.  
 
You pass a roundabout, you see heads 
or whatever. They put up heads.  
 
You go to shop.  
 
[You see] a car dragging a body behind 
it. Things like this. 
 
They stop you. You have no choice but 
to see it. 
 
At first you’re shocked. 
 
You see it so much, you get numb.  
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I went to prison once. I didn’t want to 
join their program no more.  
 
I didn’t want to work. I didn’t want to be 
a part. 
 
I went off quite easily actually. 
 
Because of the area being bombed, they 
just let me out. They said, ‘Ok, go and 
join something.’ 
 
It felt like people are cannon fodder.  
 
The foreigners and the Syrians are 
cannon fodder for the Iraqis.  
 
Hundreds and hundreds of people in the 
training camps. Most of them just 
getting sent off to Iraq.  
 
They were just getting killed in places 
like Bij. 
 
The strongest weapon the Islamic State 
had was the media. 
 
It looks like an action movie. You think 
you’re watching an action movie. 
 
But looks can be deceiving. 
 
So people just see that image that 
they’re giving out.  
 
They’re just lies. 
 
They just get sent off to Iraq.  
 

They killed off everyone that was 
student of knowledge, Islamic 
knowledge.  
 
They killed them off. 
 
TEXT: Abu al Afriki decided to flee ISIS, 
but had trouble finding a reliable 
smuggler. 
 
TEXT: Meanwhile, he struggled  
to feed his family. 
 
A kilo of rice was $100. The prices are 
ridiculous.  
 
A lot of children are dying because of 
starvation.  
 
Anyone that has the smallest of sickness 
dies, 
 
because there’s no food and there’s no 
medicine. 
 
I didn’t find a smuggler. I just walked up 
to the YPG checkpoints. 
 
I have three small kids and they don’t 
deserve to be in this position.  
 
They have no sin. It weren’t their fault. 
 
I wanna go home.  
 
I just wanna apologize to my parents for 
not taking their advice  
 
and I wanna apologize to my kids. 
 
I just wanna hug my kids so badly.  
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A Swede Supports the Oppressed of 
Syria 

 
 
 
Speaker – Abu al Afriki 
 
Nationality – Swedish 
 
Age – 35 years old 
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Main Message – ISIS claimed to be 
helping the oppressed Syrian people, 
but they imprisoned and tortured their 
own members, even those who were 
disabled. When they started losing 
power, ISIS’s leaders fled and left the 
men, women, and children to die of 
disease and starvation. 
 
Narrative – A Swede Supports the 
Oppressed of Syria features 35-year-old 
Swedish Abu al Afriki, who was 
interviewed by Anne Speckhard in 
February of 2019. The video clip was 
video edited and produced by our ICSVE 
team.  
 
Abu al Afriki, working as a bus driver in 
Sweden, felt that his life was at a 
crossroads. “Either I need to get married 
now, settled in and start a family, live 
this 9-to-5 life or I’ll do something else.” 
At the same time, he was hearing about 
the Syrians who were being oppressed 
by the regime of Bashar al Assad. He 
decided to leave Sweden to help the 
Syrians, and he eventually joined ISIS 
when it came to power. 
 
However, once inside ISIS, he started 
hearing things that he didn’t like: “We 
hear about people. They say, ‘Hey, that 
guy got taken away.’ ‘Like why?’ They 
call him an extremist. ‘He takes a lot of 
people out of Islam.’ Basically, he saw 
something he didn’t like so he started 
leaving [the Islamic State].” Abu al Afriki 
says that anyone could be imprisoned 
under ISIS: “In and out of jail, all the 
time. Basically, they get put in jail and 
tortured for no other reason basically 
than he accidentally has an argument 
with someone.” 

One particular instance sticks out to Abu 
al Afriki: “I know a guy. He has no legs. 
He had an argument with an Iraqi where 
they put him in jail for 30 days. He can’t 
do you no harm. He has no legs. He’s in 
a wheelchair.” He saw other things that 
he did not believe were Islamic, such as 
the “guys who commits suicide [in a 
vehicle] and another who commits 
suicide [with a vest]. He just goes 
forward, forward, forward, forward. He 
fights, he fights. If he takes the point, he 
takes the point. If he finds himself in a 
situation where he’s overpowered, he 
blow himself up.” 
 
Abu al Afriki became disillusioned with 
ISIS as a result of what he saw, but he 
understands the difference between 
ISIS and his religion: “I still believe in 
Islam. I don’t believe in the so-called 
Islamic State. What kind of Islamic State 
is this? They torture you for the smallest 
things. This is the illusion of a 
Caliphate.” He is also angry with the 
former Caliph, Abu Bakr al Baghdadi, 
and the rest of the ISIS leadership who 
fled when ISIS started to lose power. He 
asks, “Why did they leave when these 
women and children was dying [from] 
starvation, diseases?” As a result, he 
says, “I wish I could talk sense into 
myself. I wish I could go back in time, 
but that’s not possible.” 
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Islamic Scriptures Related to this Video 
 
Causing harm is prohibited in Islam. 
Prophet Muhammed, peace be upon 
him, said, “There should be neither 
harming nor reciprocating harm” 
(Muwatta’ Malik, book 36, hadith 31). 
Torturing is forbidden in Islam, as Allah 
says, “Those who hurt believing men 
and believing women undeservedly, 
shall bear the guilt of slander and a 
major sin” (Surah al-Ahzab, Ayah 58). 
Umar bin al-Khattab, the second Caliph, 
may Allah be pleased with him, said “I 
did not send my collectors (of zakat) so 
that they strike your bodies and that 
they take your property. If that is done 
with someone and he appeals to me, I 
shall take retaliation on him. Amr ibn al-
'As said: If any man (i.e. governor) 
inflicts disciplinary punishment on his 
subjects, would you take retaliation on 
him too? He said: Yes, by Him in Whose 
hand my soul is, I shall take retaliation 
on him. I saw that the Messenger of 
Allah, peace be upon him, has given 
retaliation on himself” (Sunan Abi 
Dawud, book 41, hadith 44). 
 
Human life is sacred in Islam.  In this 
regard, Allah's Messenger, peace be 
upon him, addressed the people saying, 
"Don't you know what is the day 
today?" They replied, "Allah and His 
Apostle know better." We thought that 
he might give that day another name. 
The Prophet said, "Isn't it the day of An-
Nahr?" We replied, "Yes. O Allah's 
Messenger." He then said, "What town 
is this? Isn't it the forbidden (Sacred) 
Town (Mecca)?" We replied, "Yes, O 
Allah's Messenger." He then said, "Your 
blood, your properties, your honors and 

your skins (i.e., bodies) are as sacred to 
one another like the sanctity of this day 
of yours in this month of yours in this 
town of yours. (Listen) Haven't I 
conveyed Allah's message to you?" We 
replied, "Yes" He said, "O Allah! Be 
witness (for it). So it is incumbent upon 
those who are present to convey it (this 
message of mine) to those who are 
absent because the informed one might 
comprehend what I have said better 
than the present audience who will 
convey it to him” (Sahih al-Bukhari, 
book 92, hadith 29). 
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Discussion Questions: 
 

• How did you feel watching this 
video? 

• Do you think that Abu al Afriki is 
telling the truth about his time in 
ISIS? 

• What do you think of that ISIS 
punished someone just for 
telling a joke? 

• How do you feel about Abu al 
Afriki saying his friend in a 
wheelchair was imprisoned and 
tortured? 

• What do you think about ISIS’s 
use of suicide bombers, when 
committing suicide is forbidden 
in Islam? 

• What do you think about ISIS’s 
leaders having fled leaving the 
rest to end in prison when ISIS 
started losing power? 

• What do you think about the 
children and women being left 
sick and starving when ISIS’s 
leaders had fled? 

• What do you think Abu al Afriki’s 
life will be like if he ever gets to 
go back to Sweden? 

• What do you think would have 
stopped Abu al Afriki from going 
to Syria in the first place? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Transcript of A Swede Supports the 
Oppressed of Syria 
 
I just finished my education and I just 
found a job as a bus driver  
and I came to the point that  
 
either I need to get married now, 
settled in and start a family, 
 
live this 9-to-5 life or I’ll do something 
else. 
 
And this something else coincided with 
the whole Syria thing  
 
and trying to help the oppressed ones. 
 
So I came to a crossroad. I need to make 
a choice. 
 
TEXT: Abu al Afriki decided to go to Syria 
where he joined a local militia in 2013. 
He ultimately joined the ranks of ISIS 
when they rose to power in the region. 
 
In Raqqa, they started making 
administrations, basically trying to set 
up an Islamic State. 
 
They started asking me, ‘What did you 
do in your country?’ 
 
So I, basically I was driving an 
ambulance and I was the guy that looks 
after the cars at the same time. 
 
TEXT: Abu al Afriki learned about how  
ISIS killed one of its members. 
 
Basically, they killed him on the charge 
of desecration of the religion.  
 

388



 
 

[He] said some few jokes about the 
religion so they killed him. 
 
We hear about people. They say, ‘Hey, 
that guy got taken away.’  
‘Like why?’  
 
They call him an extremist.  
‘He takes a lot of people out of Islam.’ 
 
Basically, he saw something he didn’t 
like so he started leaving [the Islamic 
State]. 
 
So they just started imprisoning him and 
killing him. 
 
People, they’re just trying to live their 
married life, you know.  
 
They want to live in the Islamic State 
but they don’t want to fight.  
 
You’re not allowed to be able to move. 
Every time you come and they ask you, 
 
‘Where’s your ID, whatnot?’ 
 
If you don’t have an ID, you get put in 
jail. 
 
Then you get out of jail and they say, 
‘You go, register yourself.' 
 
If you don’t do that, next time you get 
stopped, same thing. In and out of jail, 
all the time. 
 
Basically, they get put in jail and 
tortured for no other reason basically 
than he accidentally has an argument 
with someone. 
 

I know a guy. He has no legs. He had an 
argument with an Iraqi where they put 
him in jail for 30 days. 
 
He can’t do you no harm. He has no 
legs. He’s in a wheelchair. 
 
Or people you hear about, ‘Oh, yeah, 
this guy got tortured.’ Why he got 
tortured? Because they had a suspicion 
on him. 
 
They came with good intentions and 
right off the back, they get tortured. 
 
You see a guy with an AK. Out in the 
street there, you see people [who are] 
soldiers. You see people wearing the 
mask. 
 
There is one with guys who commits 
suicide [in a vehicle] 
and another who commits suicide [with 
a vest]. 
 
He just goes forward, forward, forward, 
forward. He fights, he fights. If he takes 
the point, he takes the point.  
 
If he finds himself in a situation where 
he’s overpowered, he blow himself up 
at the enemy. 
 
I still believe in Islam. I don’t believe in 
the so-called Islamic State. 
 
What kind of Islamic State is this? They 
torture you for the smallest things. 
 
This is the illusion of a Caliphate. Where 
the Khalifa [Caliph] then? 
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I never heard about the Khalifa being in 
what they called Dar al Kufr [the land of 
disbelief]. 
 
and then leaving the women and 
children in [ISIS]. 
 
Why did they leave when these women 
and children was dying [from] 
starvation, diseases? 

He’s hiding in a cave or hiding wherever 
he’s hiding. 
 
They call him Abu Bakr [the Hitter], Abu 
Bakr [the Runner]. 
 
I wish I could talk sense into myself. I 
wish I could go back in time, but that’s 
not possible.  
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Glossary 
 
 

Al Qaeda in Iraq, AQI, arose in response to the U.S.-led coalition invasion of Iraq in 2003 under the 
leadership of Abu Musab al Zarqawi. AQI later became ISIS and both groups are Salafi Sunni militant 
jihadi terrorist groups that wished to establish a caliphate and spread their influence globally. AQI, in 
turn, had its roots in Jamaat al-Tawid wal Jihad, a terrorist group formed in Jordan in 1999 which 
had pledged its allegiance to al Qaeda. 
 
Al-wala wa-l-bara - is loyalty to anything Islamic and disavowal of all else.  This translates to 
rejecting anything unIslamic and always siding with Muslims no matter what. 

Apostate – an apostate in Islam is someone who abandons his religious belief in word or deed. The 
punishment for doing so is death, but in some Islamic courts the person is given time to repent and 
return to Islam. In some countries shariah courts nullify the marriages, child custody rights and 
inheritance of those judged to be apostates. ISIS, al Qaeda and other militant jihadi groups generally 
executed those they viewed as apostates citing these two verses from the Quran as their legal basis 
for doing so: “But those who reject Faith after they accepted it, and then go on adding to their 
defiance of Faith, – never will their repentance be accepted; for they are those who have (of set 
purpose) gone astray.” (Quran 3:90)  “You will find others who desire that they should be safe from 
you and secure from their own people; as often as they are sent back to the mischief they get 
thrown into it headlong; therefore if they do not withdraw from you, and (do not) offer you peace 
and restrain their hands, then seize them and kill them wherever you find them; and against these 
We have given you a clear authority.” (Quran 4:91) 

Awakening Movement – In 2005 Sunni tribal leaders in Iraq united to become ad hoc armed forces 
across the al Anbar region to create to counter the insurgency drive out al Qaeda and other militant 
groups and create security in Iraq. The 54,000 Awakening fighters were initially paid salaries and 
armed by the U.S. military who required them to stop fighting the coalition, patrol neighborhoods 
and to fight against other Sunni insurgents. This responsibility was later taken over in 2008 by the 
Iraqi government. These groups were disbanded in 2009 by the Shia led Iraqi Defense Ministry who 
did not want them to become a separate military force. 

Bid’ah – Bid’ah in Arabic means innovation. The term refers to religious innovations, novelty, 
heretical doctrines, etc. 

Dawlah – ad-Dawlah in Arabic denotes a state or dynasty. ISIS referred to itself as ad-Dawlah al 
Islamiyah since June 2014 and its adherents were punished if they didn’t do the same. 
 
Emir – emir in Arabic denotes a Muslim ruler, a military commander or local chief. In ISIS Abu Bakr al 
Baghdadi was the supreme emir or Caliph but there were also many emirs serving under him and in 
charge of logistics, administration, military command, etc. 
 
Jihad – is defined in Islam as basically a struggle. The greater jihad in Islam is within the person 
himself against sinful urges and resisting the temptations of Satan. The lesser jihad in Islam is 
defined as a struggle or fight against the enemies of Islam. While mainstream Islam teaches that 
Muslims have a duty to defend other Muslims as well as Islamic lands and the religion against 
attacks, this is generally viewed as a local duty only. Both ISIS and al Qaeda as well as other militant 
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jihadi ideologues, however, claim that jihad is an individual duty (called fard al ayn in Arabic) similar 
to the five pillars of Islam (reciting the profession of faith, fasting during Ramadan, giving charity, 
praying five times a day and taking hajj, that is making a trip to Mecca if possible,in one’s lifetime). 
 
Hadith – hadith are the collection of traditions that contain sayings of the Prophet Muhammad and 
accounts of his daily practice (the Sunna). These constitute the major source of guidance for 
Muslims apart from the Quran. 
 
Hijrah – refers to the migration or journey of the Islamic prophet Muhammad and his followers from 
Mecca to Medina in the year 622 and sometimes also to the followers fleeing persecution some 
years earlier into modern day Ethiopia. Militant jihadi groups like ISIS and al Qaeda insist that it is 
not correct to live among disbelievers, idolaters and polytheists and that Muslims must take hirjah, 
that is, migrate to lands ruled by shariah law. This became the basis by which many Muslims decided 
that they had a religious obligation to emigrate to the new established ISIS Caliphate and live under 
the Caliph. 
  
Hisbah – the ISIS morality police who were responsible for enforcing ISIS’s version of shariah law. 
 
Islamic State, ISIL, Daesh, or ISIS is a terrorist group which also functioned as a proto state from 
2013 in Syria and Iraq until its territorial destruction in 2019. ISIS is direct outgrowth of al Qaeda in 
Iraq, AQI, which arose in response to the U.S.-led coalition invasion of Iraq in 2003. Both al Qaeda 
and ISIS are Salafi Sunni militant jihadi terrorist groups that wished to establish a caliphate and 
spread their influence globally. 
 
Kafir – the Arabic term for an unbeliever, infidel, rejector. Its plural is kuffar. 
 
Kufr – refers to the denial of the truth, or unbelief 
 
Madhafa - in the parlance of ISIS, madhafa is a guest house used for ISIS members to 
reside.  Unmarried women entering ISIS and those whose husbands were sent to weapons and 
shariah training were housed in madhafas which essentially were prisons as they were not free to 
come and go. 
 
Martyrdom – Martydom or becoming a martyr or shahid (literally, witness) according to Islamic 
scriptures occurs when one dies in the service of the religion such as defending Muslims (including 
one’s family and home), Islamic lands or the religion itself from attackers. One can also become a 
martyr via death by: drowning; from the plague; fire; stomach disease; falling from a tall wall; being 
crushed in rubble, dying as one is calling to prayer, etc.  Women can also be martyred by dying in 
pregnancy or childbirth.  According to Islam, a person who dies as a martyr is rewarded in the 
afterlife. These rewards include having all his sins forgiven, seeing Paradise before he dies, bypassing 
judgment day, receiving a crown of honor filled with brilliant jewels, being able to intercede for 70 
members of his family to be rescued from eternal punishment and to enter Paradise and for males, 
receiving 72 virgins. Females are promised eternal beauty in place of the virgins. ISIS, al Qaeda and 
other militant jihadi groups claim that martyrdom occurs when dying for advancing the cause of a 
terrorist group including by self-suicide as in suicide explosions. They base this interpretation on 
hadiths in which a fighter made a suicidal foray into battle to help the other soldiers breach the 
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walls of a city they were attacking but this fighter neither committed suicide nor exploded himself to 
kill others. Suicide is forbidden in Islam in all instances. 
 
Ribat – ribat in Arabic refers to an ancient fortification built first in the 8th century to house military 
volunteers who were taking part in the Muslim conquest of North Africa. Basically, ribat is military 
fortification built along the frontiers. ISIS used the term to refer to being posted to border patrols to 
guard the borders of the ISIS territory. Those who were assigned to ribat would fight only if attacked 
but did not enter into battles, as their function was defense and guarding the borders only. Many 
ISIS cadres were assigned to ribat as their first military function to see the vast territory that ISIS 
held and to get familiarized with military service inside ISIS. 
 
Sabaya – in Arabic refers to a teenaged girl or woman in her twenties. ISIS used this term to refer to 
captive women and it also has this meaning of women captured in war by the enemy. 
 
Salafi Islam – is a fundamentalist branch of Sunni Islam that developed in 19th century Egypt in 
response to West European imperialism, but which also incorporates many aspects of Wahhabism 
as well the writings of mideival scholar Ibn Taymiyya (1263-1328). Salafi Muslim adherents harken 
back to the days of the “salaf” or original companions of the Prophet whose dress and practices they 
claim to emulate. Salafis claim to have the purest form of Islam and to know the “truth” and strongly 
oppose any religious innovations (bid’ah) in Islam. They also may believe that they are the only 
Muslims who have remained true to the truth.  Salafis also believe in al-wala wa-l-bara which 
corresponds to loyalty to anything Islamic and disavowal of all else.  This translates to rejecting 
anything unIslamic and always siding with Muslims no matter what.i 
 
Sham – is the historical Arabic name for what could be referred to as greater Syria. 
 
Shariah – Islamic law. 
 
Shia – Shia Muslims make up one of the two main branches of Islam, which is followed especially in 
Iran. Shia Muslims which make up between 10 to 13% of the worlds Muslims and believe that 
Muhammad’s son-in-law, Ali, was designated as the heir, imam and Caliph by the Prophet 
Muhammad and that Ali's authority is maintained through his descendants. As a result, Shia 
Muslims reject the first three Sunni Caliphs and regard Ali, the fourth Caliph, as Muhammad's first 
and true successor. ISIS, following the example set by Abu Musab al Zarqawi, leader of AQI, call Shia 
rafida, meaning rejectors, and call for their death. 
 
Shirk – polytheism or devoting acts of worship to anything but God. ISIS and al Qaeda believe that 
praying at the grave of a saint’s shrine is an act of idolatry and signifies polytheism, thus they 
routinely forbade it and destroyed shrines of Muslim saints. 
 
Shurta – the ISIS military police. 
 
Sunni – Sunni Muslims are the largest denomination of Islam, making up 87 to 90% of the world’s 
population of Muslims. Sunni Muslims differ from Shia Muslims in their interpretation of Islamic 
scriptures and practices, their understanding of how religious leadership should be conveyed 
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(through voting versus inheritance) and therefore acceptance of the first three Caliphs, which Shia 
reject. 
 
Surge – in the context of the 2003 U.S.-led coalition invasion of Iraq, the surge refers to U.S. 
President George W. Bush’s decision in 2007 to increase the number of American troops to increase 
security operations in Baghdad and al Anbar governate. More than 20,000 soldiers were deployed 
into Iraq, the majority going to Baghdad, and the tours of Army and Marines already in Anbar were 
extended as well. The objective was to help the government of Iraq to clear and secure 
neighborhoods of insurgents and terrorists, to protect the local population and set the Iraqi troops 
up to provide adequate security to enable the government of Iraq to function.    
 
Takfir – is excommunication in Islam. ISIS routinely named others who didn’t adhere to their 
distorted view of Islam as Takfir and executed them in part based on the hadith saying, “Whoever 
changes his religion, kill him.”  
 
Tawhid – refers to the unity, oneness, and indivisibility of God. Tawhid is a central concept in Islam, 
which is monotheistic.  
 
Ummah – ummah in Arabic refers to community, nation or grouping of people and it is generally 
used to refer to the worldwide community of Muslims who are tied together on the basis of their 
religious beliefs, although Islam also refers to the ummah of Christians and of Jews. ISIS sought to 
bring the worldwide ummah Islamiyyah, or community of Muslims together under its Islamic 
Caliphate to be ruled by shariah law. According to ISIS, any other form of government should be 
actively rejected by Muslims as a form of apostasy and idolatry. 
 
Wahhabism – is a fundamentalist school of Sunni Islam started in the 18th century under 
Muhammed Wahhab in Saudi Arabia who sought to reverse what he perceived as a moral decline of 
his society. Wahhabism is similar to Salafi Islam in that it harkens back to the original practices of 
Islam, is strict and rejects any innovations to Islam.ii 
   
Wali – wali in Arabic denotes a custodian or protector and sometimes even refers to an Islamic 
saint. In ISIS, the local leaders of areas or governors were referred to as the wali. 
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